
Week of September 20-27, 2020 
 

 

Today, Sunday, Sept 20 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service  Our worship service is 

livestreamed, as well as recorded and posted online, after 

the in-person gathering. 

  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (MYF) 

Tuesday, Sept 22  6:18 p.m. - 6:18 Prayer Group (in the Sanctuary)   

Wednesday, Sept 23  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 

  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Bible Study – All are welcome! 

Thursday, Sept 24  9:30 a.m. - Prayer & Devotion Time (via Zoom, please 

contact Pastor Luigi for access information at 

pastor@laportechurch.org ) 

Saturday, Sept 26  6:00 p.m. - Service of Commissioning and Ordination - Pastor Luigi’s ordination 

will be livestreamed on the Conference website:  www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream  

You may watch at home, or if you prefer, you may gather in our sanctuary to view it at 

6:00 p.m. (more details below). 

Sunday, Sept 27  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

10:00 a.m. - EOC Worship Service - East Ohio Annual Conference’s closing worship 

service will be livestreamed at:  www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream. You may view it 

at home, or if you prefer, gather in our sanctuary to view it at 10:00 a.m.  This will take 

the place of our regular morning service.  (more details below) 

     3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) Meeting 
 

 

Disciple Light Bible Study has resumed meeting from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. This is a study for 
all ages. You will enjoy a generational blend of learning. We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

 
 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment” on 

Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a 

reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this 

moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 

board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church office. 
 

 
Help…Hope…Healing… 

 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide 
one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing 
challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life 
difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale,  
Rev. Mark Vale, or Pastor Luigi.  

 

mailto:pastor@laportechurch.org
http://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream
http://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream


 

Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email 
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
 

 

East Ohio Annual Conference:  Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected 

The People of LaPorte are encouraged to watch the livestream feed of the worship services and business sessions of 
the Annual Conference. Especially, we encourage everyone to watch the Service of Commissioning and 
Ordination where pastor Luigi will be ordained an elder in the United Methodist Church. This celebration will be 
livestreamed Saturday, September 26 at 6 p.m. on the Conference website at www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream. 

Also, as a congregation we will be joining the closing worship service of the East Ohio Annual Conference on Sunday, 
September 27 10:00 a.m. This will take the place of or regular morning service. The Sunday, September 27 worship 
service will be available at www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream. We will post the livestream link on the church website 
as well as Facebook page. 

If you would like to gather in Christian Community, or if you don’t have livestreaming capabilities, you can come to our 
sanctuary on Saturday, September 26 at 6 p.m. as well as Sunday, September 27 at 10:00 a.m. Then, we will be 
livestreaming the respective worship services. Otherwise, you are welcomed to watch from home. 

If you have any questions, please either call the church office (440-458-5717) or send an email to 
laporteumc@laportechurch.org.  Thank you! 

 

Sunday, October 4, 2020 is World Communion Sunday 
 

Your World Communion Sunday offering helps fund graduate racial-ethnic World Communion Scholarships, with at 
least half the annual amount reserved for ministries beyond the U.S.  Donations also fund undergraduate U.S. Ethnic 
Scholarships and Ethnic In-Service Training programs.  Envelopes may be picked up as you enter/exit the sanctuary 
and brought back on October 4. 

mailto:laporteumc@laportechurch.org
http://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream
http://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday September 20, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Menuetto  by Franz Joseph Haydn 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Selection of Psalm 98) 

1 Sing to the Lord a new song, 

    for he has done marvelous things; 

his right hand and his holy arm 

    have worked salvation for him. 
4 Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth, 

    burst into jubilant song with music; 
5 make music to the Lord with the harp, 

    with the harp and the sound of singing, 
6 with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn— 

    shout for joy before the Lord, the King. 

* HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee 89 UMH 

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee,  

God of glory, Lord of love;  

hearts unfold like flowers before thee,  

opening to the sun above.   

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;  

drive the dark of doubt away.   

Giver of immortal gladness,  

fill us with the light of day! 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee,  

earth and heaven reflect thy rays,  

stars and angels sing around thee,  

center of unbroken praise.   
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Field and forest, vale and mountain,  

flowery meadow, flashing sea,  

chanting bird and flowing fountain,  

call us to rejoice in thee. 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,  

ever blessing, ever blest,  

wellspring of the joy of living,  

ocean depth of happy rest!   

Thou our Father, Christ our brother,  

all who live in love are thine;  

teach us how to love each other,  

lift us to the joy divine. 

4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus  

which the morning stars began;  

love divine is reigning o'er us,  

binding all within its span.   

Ever singing, march we onward,  

victors in the midst of strife;  

joyful music leads us sunward,  

in the triumph song of life. 

* OPENING PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE READING 2 Kings 6:8-17 NIV 

8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he 

said, “I will set up my camp in such and such a place.” 

9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, 

because the Arameans are going down there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on the 

place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so that he 

was on his guard in such places. 

11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, 

“Tell me! Which of us is on the side of the king of Israel?” 
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12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet 

who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the very words you speak in your bedroom.” 

13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” 

The report came back: “He is in Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a 

strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 

15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, 

an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no, my lord! What 

shall we do?” the servant asked. 

16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than 

those who are with them.” 

17 And Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, Lord, so that he may see.” Then 

the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and 

chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

SPECIAL MOMENT Open My Eyes 

* HYMN Open My Eyes, That I May See 454 UMH  

1. Open my eyes, that I may see  

glimpses of truth thou hast for me;  

place in my hands the wonderful key  

that shall unclasp and set me free.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine!  

2. Open my ears, that I may hear  

voices of truth thou sendest clear;  

and while the wave-notes fall on my ear,  

everything false will disappear.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine!  
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3. Open my mouth, and let me bear  

gladly the warm truth everywhere;  

open my heart and let me prepare  

love with thy children thus to share.  

Silently now I wait for thee,  

ready, my God, thy will to see.  

Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine! 

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Timothy 2:1-8 NIV 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made 

for all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and 

quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our 

Savior, 4 who wants all people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the 

truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 

Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. This has now been 

witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a herald and 

an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of 

the Gentiles. 

8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, lifting up holy hands without anger 

or disputing. 

MORNING PRAYER 

* DOXOLOGY  95 UMH 

* SCRIPTURE READING Acts 14:8-20 NIV 

8 In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from birthand had 

never walked. 9 He listened to Paul as he was speaking. Paul looked directly at him, 

saw that he had faith to be healed 10 and called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, 

the man jumped up and began to walk. 
 

11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, 

“The gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and 

Paul they called Hermes because he was the chief speaker. 13 The priest of Zeus, 

whose temple was just outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates 

because he and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them. 
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14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and 

rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are 

only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these 

worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea 

and everything in them. 16 In the past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he 

has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain 

from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills 

your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the 

crowd from sacrificing to them. 

19 Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd over. They 

stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking he was dead.20 But after the 

disciples had gathered around him, he got up and went back into the city. The next 

day he and Barnabas left for Derbe. 

MESSAGE Turn to the Living God 

HYMN Be Thou My Vision 451 UMH 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  

Naught be all else to me, save that thou art;  

Thou my best thought, by day or by night,  

Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.  

 

2. Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word;  

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord;  

Thou my great Father, and I thy true son,  

Thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.  

 

3. Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise;  

Thou mine inheritance, now and always;  

Thou and thou only, first in my heart,  

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art.  

 

4. High King of heaven, my victory won,  

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!  

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,  

Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.  
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BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Grand Triumphal Chorus  Alexander Guilmant 


