
 Week of February 7-14, 2021 
 
Sunday, February 7  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study meets at the church Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship / Communion - livestream and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting  
Tuesday, February 9 Church closed for carpet cleaning 
  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
Wednesday, February 10  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study – Postponed 
  A Word of Encouragement – will be emailed & posted on Facebook 
Sunday, February 14  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com)    
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - livestream, posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting 
   

 

Ash Wednesday 
You are invited to a drive-through personalized impartation of ashes and prayer  
time with the pastor on Wednesday, February 17th from 8 to 9 A.M., or you may come 
from 5 to 6 P.M. 
 

 
 

Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 
  

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 

At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 

Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, please remember to contact me 
or the church office whenever you need spiritual care. 
 

 Blessings in Christ,  
Pastor William 

 
 
 
 

 



Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 

 
A Word of Encouragement… 

 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your words may be a source of 
comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it 
to scripture, and end with a short prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale at 
savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on 
Facebook.  Thank you for sharing! 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 
Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 
CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 

 

Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.   
We typically ask you to bring Caring Cupboard food donations on the first Sunday of the month, which 
are Communion Sundays.  However, with our worship services currently being held online, your 
donations are always welcome at any time. Items of need include: canned chicken and tuna, oatmeal, 
pancake mix, syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit & vegetables, and applesauce.  Let us take this 
opportunity to share our love with those in need.  If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or 
Cheryl Smith.    
 

 May all we do, bless others! 
 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am – Noon 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, February 7, 2021  

 

Sermon Series:  Following Jesus 
 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed  
through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

  
 
WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE   Heaven's Bread, Susanna Keeney 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
 
Lord, we are here gathered to worship you. As the world waits outside these walls, a world in need of healing and help, we 
follow you into worship and then into the world. 
 
Lord we are called to serve this community, its people, to be their friends. 
 
May we love today as you love, care for others as your care, help us to work in your fields with glad and expectant hearts.   
Amen 
 
OPENING HYMN God of the Ages, vv. 1-4  UMH #698 

1. God of the ages, whose almighty hand 
leads forth in beauty all the starry band 
of shining worlds in splendor through the skies, 
our grateful songs before thy throne arise. 

2. Thy love divine hath led us in the past; 
in this free land with thee our lot is cast; 
be thou our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay, 
thy Word our law, thy paths our chosen way. 

3. From war's alarms, from deadly pestilence, 
be thy strong arm our ever sure defense; 
thy true religion in our hearts increase; 
thy bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

4. Refresh thy people on their toilsome way; 
lead us from night to never-ending day; 
fill all our lives with love and grace divine, 
and glory, laud, and praise be ever thine. 

 
OPENING PRAYER 
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FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    Psalm 147:1-11, 20  NIV 

1 Praise the LORD.[a] 

How good it is to sing praises to our God, 

    how pleasant and fitting to praise him! 

2 The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 

    he gathers the exiles of Israel. 

3 He heals the brokenhearted 

    and binds up their wounds. 

4 He determines the number of the stars 

    and calls them each by name. 

5 Great is our Lord and mighty in power; 

    his understanding has no limit. 

6 The LORD sustains the humble 

    but casts the wicked to the ground. 

7 Sing to the LORD with grateful praise; 

    make music to our God on the harp. 

8 He covers the sky with clouds; 

    he supplies the earth with rain 

    and makes grass grow on the hills. 

9 He provides food for the cattle 

    and for the young ravens when they call. 

10 His pleasure is not in the strength of the horse, 

    nor his delight in the legs of the warrior; 

11 the LORD delights in those who fear him, 

    who put their hope in his unfailing love. 

20 He has done this for no other nation; 

    they do not know his laws.[a] 

Praise the LORD. 
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SECOND HYMN We’ve  a Story to Tell to the Nations, vv. 1 & 4, UMH #569 

1. We've a story to tell to the nations, 
that shall turn their hearts to the right, 
a story of truth and mercy, 
a story of peace and light, 
a story of peace and light. 

Refrain: 
For the darkness shall turn to dawning, 
and the dawning to noonday bright; 
and Christ's great kingdom shall come on earth, 
the kingdom of love and light. 

4. We've a Savior to show to the nations, 
who the path of sorrow hath trod, 
that all of the world's great peoples 
might come to the truth of God, 
might come to the truth of God. 
(Refrain) 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
God of grace and mercy, you are the source of the true healing that can make us whole. We remember this morning that 
Jesus’ ministry was deeply involved in both healing of people’s bodies and healing of relationships. As we take time now in 
worship to offer our gifts to you, we pray that they might be used to bring healing – of body, of spirit, of broken relationships 
– to people who are in desperate need. This we pray in Jesus’ holy name. Amen. (Mark 1:29-39) 
 
Doxology   UMH 95 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER 
 
SERMON TEXT  Mark 1:29-39 NIV 

Jesus Heals Many 
29 As soon as they left the synagogue, they went with James and John to the home of Simon and Andrew. 30 Simon’s 
mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they immediately told Jesus about her. 31 So he went to her, took her hand and 
helped her up. The fever left her and she began to wait on them. 
 
32 That evening after sunset the people brought to Jesus all the sick and demon-possessed. 33 The whole town gathered at 
the door, 34 and Jesus healed many who had various diseases. He also drove out many demons, but he would not let the 
demons speak because they knew who he was. 
 
Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place 
35 Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a solitary place, where he 
prayed. 36 Simon and his companions went to look for him, 37 and when they found him, they exclaimed: “Everyone is 
looking for you!” 
 
38 Jesus replied, “Let us go somewhere else—to the nearby villages—so I can preach there also. That is why I have 
come.” 39 So he traveled throughout Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and driving out demons. 
 
SERMON  Following by Serving 
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THIRD HYMN  I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light, vv.1-3   UMH #206 
1. I want to walk as a child of the light 

I want to follow Jesus 
God sent the stars to give light to the world 
The star of my life is Jesus 

 
Refrain: 
In Him, there is no darkness at all 
The night and the day are both alike 
The Lamb is the light of the city of God 
Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 

 
2. I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 
Clear sun of righteousness, shine on my path 
And show me the way to the Father  Refrain 

 
3. I'm looking for the coming of Christ 

I want to be with Jesus 
When we have run with patience the race 
We shall know the joy of Jesus  Refrain  

 
COMMUNION 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  Sung by Barb Shuster 

BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE  To God Be the Glory, Garret Parker 

 
 


