
 Week of December 27, 2020 – January 3, 2021 
 
Sunday, December 27 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting 
Tuesday, December 29  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer 

at home!  
Wednesday, December 30  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study - Postponed 
  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class – Zoom meeting 
Thursday, December 31  New Year’s Eve 
Friday, January 1  Many Blessings for the New Year to all!   Church Office Closed 
Sunday, January 3  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to concerns with COVID-19 

and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and 
observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader if you have questions. 

 
 

LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 
 

Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his 
ministry at LaPorte UMC, and his first Sunday with us will be January 3.  He is married to 
Vickie, and they have three children, Abigail, Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team 
approach to ministry, passionate worship and preaching, administrative knowledge, and 
creativity will certainly be a great blessing to us.  He is also an approachable, patient, and 
compassionate person.  
 
Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is to bring lost people to the wonderful realization of the 
love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of what we say 
we believe is of utmost importance.   

 
  

St. Pauly’s Shed has Reopened!! 

After being closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, St. Pauly’s Shed has reopened and they will be regularly picking 
up donated items.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it. Many thanks to all of 
you who utilize St. Pauly’s Shed.   

 
 
 

 



Share a Word of Encouragement 
 

During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 
Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched by 
these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were 
discontinued.  But, with fall and winter upon us, and our worship services currently being offered only online, the SPRC saw 
the need to continue this ministry.  Sue Van Arsdale agreed to oversee this much-needed publication and her daughter, 
Cara Babel, assists her in getting submissions ready to share.   
 

If you would like to participate, you may do so by writing a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and ending with a 
short prayer.  Perhaps you would like to share a meditation or something that encourages others as we ring in the New 
Year.  Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com.  Thank you for sharing! 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 
Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am - Noon 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday December 27th, 2020 - First Sunday of Christmas 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

Gathering 
 
Welcoming and Announcements 
 
Prelude Now Is Born the Divine Christmas Child, by Lani Smith 
 
Call To Worship 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come:  
  let earth receive her King!  
  Let every heart prepare him room, 
  and heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing, 
  and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 
* Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful   (Verses 1-3) 234 UMH  

 

1. O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

2. True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 

lo, he shuns not the Virgin's womb; 

Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 

(Refrain) 

3. Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; 

(Refrain) 

*Scripture John 1:1-13 NIV  

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with 
God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made.  4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome[a] it. 

6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning 
that light, so that through him all might believe.  8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness 
to the light. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1-13%09&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26050a


9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  10 He was in the world, and though 
the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  11 He came to that which was his 
own, but his own did not receive him.  12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God—  13 children born not of natural descent, nor of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 

Prayer 
 
Hymn Emmanuel, Emmanuel (sing twice) 204 UMH 
 

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel. 
God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel 

 
Pastoral Prayer with Lord’s Prayer 
 
* OFFERTORY  
 
*Doxology UMH 95 
 
* SERMON TEXT Luke 2:21-40  NIV 

21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel 
had given him before he was conceived. 

22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary took him 
to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord  23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male is 
to be consecrated to the Lord”[a]), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the 
Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” [b] 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 
the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.  26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit 
that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the 
temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law 
required, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 

29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
    you may now dismiss [c] your servant in peace. 
30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 

    which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
    and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him.  34 Then Simeon blessed them and 
said to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be 
a sign that will be spoken against,  35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword 
will pierce your own soul too.” 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she 
had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage,  37 and then was a widow until she was 
eighty-four.[d] She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to 
them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking 
forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-40++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24997a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-40++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24998b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-40++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25003c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A21-40++&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25011d


39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee 
to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and 
the grace of God was on him. 

Special Music  Star Child, by Steve Gwinn  

MESSAGE  The Cross in the Cradle  
 
HYMN Hark The Herald Angels Sing 240 UMH  
 

1. Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with th'angelic host proclaim, 

"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new born King!" 

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 

late in time behold him come, 

offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 

hail th' incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us in flesh to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, 

"Glory to the new-born King!" 

BENEDICTION 
 
Postlude O Come All Ye Faithful , arr. James Mansfield 
 


