
  

  
  



 Week of November 8th - 15th, 2020  
 

Sunday, November 8 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service -  Communion / Caring Cupboard Collection 

  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship 

Tuesday, November 10  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group 

  7:00 p.m. - Finance Committee Meeting   

Wednesday, November 11  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study  

  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class - Join us to view The Chosen series 

  Veteran’s Day - Thank you for your service and God bless you! 

Sunday, November 15  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service      

  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship 

 

Our worship services are live-streamed, as well as recorded and later posted online. 
 

 
 

LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 
 

Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his 
ministry at LaPorte UMC in January 2021.  He is married to Vickie, and they have three 
children, Abigail, Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team approach to ministry, passionate 
worship and preaching, administrative knowledge, and creativity will certainly be a great 
blessing to us.  He is also an approachable, patient, and compassionate person.  
 
Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is to bring lost people to the wonderful realization of the 
love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of what we say 
we believe is of utmost importance.   

 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

 “We collect shoebox gifts for children around the world as an expression of God’s love. Join us in spreading the Good News of 
the Gospel by packing shoeboxes.”   Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse 

If your family would like to fill their own box, shoeboxes are available outside the Prayer Intercessory Room for you to take. 
Directions for what and how to pack a shoebox are on the table with the shoeboxes. Our goal is 50 shoeboxes to reach 50 
children.  ALL SHOEBOXES ARE DUE BACK TO THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN NOVEMBER 18  For more information – 
gift suggestions, packing information, questions – contact Cheryl Smith. THANK YOU for opening your hearts this Christmas 
to children around the world. 
 

 

Church Offering Envelopes 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
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A Word of Encouragement Continues… 
 

During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 
Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched 
by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were 
discontinued.  Since the weather has turned colder and we most likely will not be able to gather outside, and many 
people do not feel comfortable attending inside worship, the SPRC decided to start that ministry, again.  Sue Van 
Arsdale was contacted to help oversee this much-needed publication.  She agreed and her daughter, Cara Babel will 
assist her in getting submissions ready for publication. 
 

Starting in November, we ask you to help in this endeavor, by writing a short 
meditation connecting it to scripture and ending with a short prayer.  Since 
November is typically Thanksgiving month, try to gear your meditation to 
thankfulness, and then, Advent follows, so share an Advent or Christmas 
meditation.  If we get a good response, we may continue this on into the new 
year to offer care and prayer to all who need encouragement throughout the 
winter months to come. 

 

Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. 
 

Thank you, 
Claudia Baker, SPRC Chair 
 

 

Communion Sunday/Caring Cupboard Outreach 
 
Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.  Our 
focus for this Sunday, November 8th and Sunday, December 6th, which are the next two 
Communion Sundays, will be collecting items for Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets.   
 

Please consider bringing any of the following canned, bottled or boxed items:  
sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, scalloped potatoes, applesauce, apple juice, hot chocolate mix, 
stuffing mix, gravy, corn, green beans, muffin/biscuit and/or cornbread mix.   
 

If you would like to donate a frozen turkey or a ham, please call the church office and Linda know.   
May all we do bless others. 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, 
and many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 
Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 

 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment”  
on Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song,  

a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart.  
The purpose of this moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.   

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church office. 

mailto:savanarsdale@yahoo.com


WORSHIP GUIDE  

Sunday Nov 8th, 2020  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  

 

GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 

through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  Elegy    by Robert Lau 

 

* CALL TO WORSHIP    (inspired by Psalm 27) 

 

Leader:  God is our light and our salvation; whom shall we fear? 

People:  God is our shelter and refuge on the days of trouble, 

               and our hope and joy on the days of celebration! 

 

Leader:  One thing we ask of God: 

People:  That we may live in God’s dwelling place all the days of our life, 

      and never cease to behold the beauty of God’s home. 

 

Leader:  Beloved of God, enter this worship in thanksgiving,  

     for God is among and within us! 

People:  Thanks be to God! 

 

* OPENING PRAYER  

 

* HYMN  O God, Our Help in Ages Past  (Verses 1-4, 6)    UMH 117     

1. O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come, 

our shelter from the stormy blast, 

and our eternal home! 

2. Under the shadow of thy throne, 

still may we dwell secure; 

sufficient is thine arm alone, 

and our defense is sure. 

3. Before the hills in order stood, 

or earth received her frame, 

from everlasting, thou art God, 

to endless years the same. 

4. A thousand ages, in thy sight, 

are like an evening gone; 

short as the watch that ends the night, 

before the rising sun. 

6. O God, our help in ages past, 

our hope for years to come; 

be thou our guide while life shall last, 

and our eternal home. 



SCRIPTURE READING  Romans 8:31-39  NIV 

 
31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against 

us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 

with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God 

has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 

who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 

interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is written: 

“For your sake we face death all day long; 
    we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”[a] 
37 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am 

convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[b] neither the present nor the 

future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able 

to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 

HYMN  Be Still My Soul  (Verses 1 & 2)    UMH 534    
 

1 Be still, my soul: the Lord is on thy side. 

Bear patiently the cross of grief or pain. 

Leave to thy God to order and provide; 

In every change, He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: thy best, thy heav’nly Friend 

Through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 

2 Be still, my soul: thy God doth undertake 

To guide the future, as He has the past. 

Thy hope, thy confidence let nothing shake; 

All now mysterious shall be bright at last. 

Be still, my soul: the waves and winds still know 

His voice Who ruled them while He dwelt below. 

PASTORAL PRAYER  

 

* OFFERTORY Doxology  UMH 95 

 

* SERMON TEXT  I Samuel 17:40-47   NIV 
40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the 

pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine. 
41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to 

David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was little more than a boy, glowing with health 

and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come at me with 

sticks?” And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 “Come here,” he said, “and I’ll give your 

flesh to the birds and the wild animals!” 
45 David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I 

come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you 

have defied. 46 This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I’ll strike you down and 

cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and 

the wild animals, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those 

gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is 

the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

 

MESSAGE:  Dealing with Giants 

    

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28153a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A31-39&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28155b


SONG  Standing on the Promises    UMH 374   

  

1. Standing on the promises of Christ my King, 

through eternal ages let his praises ring; 

glory in the highest, I will shout and sing, 

standing on the promises of God. 

Refrain: 

Standing, standing, 

standing on the promises of God my Savior; 

standing, standing, 

I'm standing on the promises of God. 

2. Standing on the promises that cannot fail, 

when the howling storms of doubt and fear assail, 

by the living Word of God I shall prevail, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

3. Standing on the promises of Christ the Lord, 

bound to him eternally by love's strong cord, 

overcoming daily with the Spirit's sword, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

4. Standing on the promises I cannot fall, 

listening every moment to the Spirit's call, 

resting in my Savior as my all in all, 

standing on the promises of God. [Refrain] 

BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE  Allegro    by Benedict Marcello 
 

 

Please remain seated and wait for the ushers to dismiss you 


