
Week of October 4 -11, 2020 
 

Sunday, October 4 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service – World Communion Sunday / Caring Cupboard  
 Our worship service is livestreamed, as well as recorded and later posted online. 
     2:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship trip to Brasee’s Corn Maze! 
Monday, October 5  7:00 p.m. - Stephen Ministry Meeting 
Tuesday, October 6                10:30 a.m. - Nominating Committee Meeting  
  7:00 p.m. - Finance Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, October 7  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class – We will begin viewing The Chosen - join us! 
Thursday, October 8  9:30 a.m. - Prayer & Devotion Time (via Zoom, please contact Pastor Luigi for access 

information at pastor@laportechurch.org ) 
Sunday, October 11  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  
access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service – Our worship service is livestreamed, as well as 
recorded and later posted online. 

   3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) Meeting 
 

 
 
 

Congratulations, Thank You, and a Fond Farewell, Pastor Luigi! 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and there is so much to appreciate! 
We would like to congratulate Pastor Luigi upon his recent ordination as an elder,  

show him our thanks for his caring, passionate, and tireless leadership,  
and wish him well as he embarks on his new journey as a U.S. Air Force Chaplain. 

Pastor Luigi’s last day with our congregation will be Sunday, October 18,  
so we’ve planned a special time to recognize his accomplishments and bid him farewell. Please join us! 

 
Sunday, October 18, 2020 

Following our 11:00 a.m. worship service, a reception line will form (socially distanced with masks). 
There will be a card basket available if you wish to write him a personal note.  Also, if you have a favorite picture of 
Pastor Luigi and/or family you’d like to share for the celebration, please email it ASAP to:  tech@laportechurch.org   

 
 

This Sunday, October 4, 2020 is World Communion Sunday 
 

Your World Communion Sunday offering helps fund graduate racial-ethnic World Communion 
Scholarships, as well as undergraduate U.S. Ethnic Scholarships and Ethnic In-Service Training 
programs.  Envelopes may be picked up as you enter/exit the sanctuary. Thank you! 
 
Sunday, October 4 is also an opportunity to share your blessings by donating non-perishable food 
items for our Caring Cupboard.  Our focus on October 4th and November  1st, which are Communion 
Sundays, will be on collecting items for Thanksgiving food baskets.  Please consider bringing any of 
the following canned, bottled or boxed items: sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, applesauce, apple 

juice, stuffing mix, corn, green beans, muffin and/or cornbread mix.  If you would like to donate a frozen turkey, please call 
the church office to help in the planning process.  Your food donations are always appreciated! 



Disciple Light Class News! 
 

Starting this Wednesday, October 7, the Disciple Light Class will start watching The Chosen series.  For anyone 
unaware of this series, let me enlighten you.  The Chosen is a beautifully written and produced series about Jesus 
Christ.  You will meet the disciples and see a side of Jesus that is so very human you will have no choice but to connect 
with him.  
 
Each episode is less than an hour long and there are eight in total.  We will be 
watching in the sanctuary to take advantage of the “Big” screen and to allow for 
proper social distancing. We will start the viewing at 6:30 pm.  I encourage you to 
join us on this journey and to also download the app THE CHOSEN to your mobile 
devices so you can dig deeper by watching the bonus materials, including the round 
table discussions that were held to make this series historically accurate. 
 

Mark your calendars! Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. beginning October 7 
 
 

 
A Warm Welcome to Rev. Donna J. Van Trees 
 

Rev. Donna is looking very forward to being our interim pastor from October 19 through 
December 31, 2020.  She is a retired Elder of the East Ohio Conference since July 
2014, and she has been a District Superintendent Assistant since December 2014.   
 

Growing up Rev. Donna and her family were very involved in the EUB church, and it is 
where she learned the importance of a strong church family.  She heard the call into 
ministry while at Malone College, attending Deuber Ave. UMC and followed that call 
through the then Canton District Committee on Ministry.  Rev. Donna earned a   B.A. 
in Psychology and Christian Education from Malone and a Master of Divinity  from  
Ashland Theological School. 

 

She accomplished much in her 34 years serving as a pastor.  This includes being Chair of the Board of Directors for People 
In Need, a nonprofit multi-agency group serving the needs of the community in Delaware, OH.  In Tiffin, Rev. Donna served 
as Chair for the Board of Directors for the St. Francis Spirituality Center, Chaired the Ministerial Association, and actively 
participated in a Community Think Tank organized by the Mayor of Tiffin which created opportunities for new ministries and 
services in the city.   Most notably was bringing a Transitional Housing unit to fruition for families by purchasing a former  
Bed & Breakfast.  

 

                                 Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a 
“Special Moment” on Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the 
Special Moment, you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical 

dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this moment is to allow you an 
opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.   

The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area,  
or you may call the church office. 

 

 
Church Offering Envelopes 

 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 

 
 

Rev. Donna & husband, Karl Hankins 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday October 4, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Come O Savior to Your Table Ben Logan 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

The Lord our God calls us to worship him today. 

We are invited to gather around God's table. 

The invitation is for the lost and the lonely, 

the broken and breaking, 

the tired and the aching 

The invitation is for all who long for God’s nourishment. 

So, let us celebrate the goodness of the Lord 

who summons us to a feasting and satisfying banquet.  

So, come and be filled with love never ending.  

Come and worship the God of our Salvation! 

* HYMN Gather Us In TFWS 2236 

Here in this place, new light is streaming 

now is the darkness vanished away, 

see, in this space, our fears and our dreamings, 

brought here to you in the light of this day.  

Gather us in the lost and forsaken 

gather us in the blind and the lame; 

call to us now, and we shall awaken 

we shall arise at the sound of our name. 

 

We are the young – our lives are a mystery 

we are the old – who yearns for your face. 

we have been sung throughout all of history 

called to be light to the whole human race. 
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Gather us in the rich and the haughty 

gather us in the proud and the strong 

give us a heart so meek and so lowly 

give us the courage to enter the song. 

 

Here we will take the wine and the water 

here we will take the bread of new birth 

here you shall call your sons and your daughters 

call us anew to be salt of the earth. 

Give us to drink the wine of compassion 

give us to eat the bread that is you 

nourish us well and teach us to fashion 

lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 

Not in the dark of buildings confining 

Not in some heaven light years away 

But here in this place the new light is shining 

Now is the kingdom, now is the day 

Gather us in and hold us forever 

Gather us in and make us your own 

Gather us in, all peoples together 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones 

Fire of love in our flesh and our bones. 

* OPENING PRAYER  

* SCRIPTURE READING Philippians 2:1-11 MSG 

1-4 If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any 

difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if 

you have a heart, if you care— then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each 

other, be deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk 

your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed 

with getting your own advantage. Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping 

hand. 

5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status 

with God but didn’t think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advantages 
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of that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the 

privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become 

human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn’t claim 

special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, 

obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion. 

9-11 Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond 

anyone or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on earth—even 

those long ago dead and buried—will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and 

call out in praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 19:7-14 NIV 

7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 

    refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 

    making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 

    giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the Lord are radiant, 

    giving light to the eyes. 
9 The fear of the Lord is pure, 

    enduring forever. 

The decrees of the Lord are firm, 

    and all of them are righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, 

    than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, 

    than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; 

    in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? 

    Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; 

    may they not rule over me. 
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Then I will be blameless, 

    innocent of great transgression. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart 

    be pleasing in your sight, 

    Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

HYMN Thy Word Is a Lamp UMH 601 

Refrain 

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet 

And a light unto my path 

1. When I feel afraid 

think I've lost my way 

Still You're there right beside me 

and nothing will I fear 

As long as You are near 

Please be near me to the end [Refrain] 

2. Now I will not forget  

Your love for me and yet 

My heart forever is wandering 

Jesus be my guide 

And hold me to Your side 

and I will love You to the end [Refrain] 

* SCRIPTURE READING John 17:1, 20-23 NIV 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 
20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me 

through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me 

and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we 

are one— 23 I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. 

Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 

loved me. 

SERMON  Transformed by Jesus’ Prayer 
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UMC WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY VIDEO 
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SCRIPTURE READING  Psalm 32:3-6a NIV 

3 When I kept silent, 

    my bones wasted away 

    through my groaning all day long. 
4 For day and night 

    your hand was heavy on me; 

my strength was sapped 

    as in the heat of summer.[b] 
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you 

    and did not cover up my iniquity. 

I said, “I will confess 

    my transgressions to the Lord.” 

And you forgave 

    the guilt of my sin. 
6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you 

    while you may be found… 

INVITATION TO CONFESS 

Saints, it is time to ‘fess up. As good as we have tried to be, all of us have 

messed up this week and need God’s forgiveness once again. Commandments 

have been broken right and left. We’ve lied. We’ve allowed jobs, money and 

people to exist as gods in place of God. The list could go on. Together, let us 

confess our sins before our loving God.  

TIME FOR CONFESSION 

Communal Prayer of Confession 
From the Africana Worship Book, Year B, (Discipleship Resources, 2007). Used with permission. 

Today, God, we confess fumblings and failures in accomplishing unity, as we set 

aside yet another day to remind ourselves of the task. 

On this World Communion Sunday, give us eyes to recognize your reflection in the 

eyes of Christians everywhere. 

Give us a mind to accept and celebrate our differences. 

Give us a heart big enough to love your children everywhere. 

We thank you for setting a table with space enough for us all! Amen. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+32&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14360b
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Time for personal prayer…  

SPECIAL MOMENT Wonderful Peace Stacy Goetz and Vicky Jackson 

SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  

HYMN  Here Is Bread, Here Is Wine (vv. 1 & 2) TFWS 2266 

Here is bread, here is wine  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
Break the bread, drink the wine  
Christ is with us here 

Refrain 
Here is grace, here is peace  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
Know his grace, find his peace  
Feast on Jesus here 

In this bread there is healing  
In this cup there's life forever  
In this moment, by the Spirit 
Christ is with us here [Refrain] 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

* HYMN Here Is Bread, Here Is Wine (v. 3) TFWS 2266 

Here we are, joined in one  
Christ is with us, he is with us  
We'll proclaim, till he comes  
Jesus crucified 

In this bread there is healing  
In this cup there's life forever  
In this moment, by the Spirit 
Christ is with us here 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE  Postlude on "Olney”  Steven Scott 
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