
Week of October 11 - 18, 2020 
 

Sunday, October 11 11:00 a.m. - Church Without Walls Worship Service (outdoors, weather permitting) 
 Our worship service is livestreamed, as well as recorded and later posted online. 
     3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship 
Monday, October 12  7:00 p.m. - Ad Council Meeting 
Tuesday, October 13  6:18 p.m. - CANCELED - Prayer Group 
Wednesday, October 14  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class – We are viewing The Chosen series- join us! 
Thursday, October 15  9:30 a.m. - Prayer & Devotion Time (via Zoom, please contact Pastor Luigi for access 

information at pastor@laportechurch.org ) 
Saturday, October 17 11:30 a.m. - Memorial Service for Ted Hessler 
Sunday, October 18  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service – Our worship service is livestreamed, as well as recorded 

and later posted online. 
        Noon - Congratulations, Thank You, and a Fond Farewell to Pastor Luigi!! 
   3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) Meeting 
 

 
 

Congratulations, Thank You, and a Fond Farewell, Pastor Luigi! 
 

October is Pastor Appreciation Month, and there is so much to appreciate! 
We would like to congratulate Pastor Luigi upon his recent ordination as an elder,  

show him our thanks for his caring, passionate, and tireless leadership,  
and wish him well as he embarks on his new journey as a U.S. Air Force Chaplain. 

Pastor Luigi’s last day with our congregation will be Sunday, October 18,  
so we’ve planned a special time to recognize his accomplishments and bid him farewell.  

 
 

                      Next Sunday, October 18, 2020 
Following our 11:00 a.m. worship service, a reception line will form (socially distanced with masks). 
There will be a card basket available if you wish to write him a personal note.  Also, if you have a favorite 
picture of Pastor Luigi and/or family you’d like to share for the celebration, please email it ASAP to:  
tech@laportechurch.org 

 
 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment” on Sundays where 
people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a 
testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this moment is to allow you an opportunity to 

edify others in 5 minutes or less.   
The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area,  

or you may call the church office. 



Disciple Light Class News! 
 

Currently, Disciple Light Class is viewing The Chosen series on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m..  For anyone unaware 
of this series, let me enlighten you.  The Chosen is a beautifully written and produced series about Jesus Christ.  You will meet 
the disciples and see a side of Jesus that is so very human you will have no choice but to connect with Him.  
 
Each episode is less than an hour long and there are eight in total.  We will be watching 
in the sanctuary to take advantage of the “Big” screen and to allow for proper social 
distancing. We start the viewing at 6:30 pm.  I encourage you to join us on this journey 
and to also download the app THE CHOSEN to your mobile devices so you can dig 
deeper by watching the bonus materials, including the round table discussions that were 
held to make this series historically accurate. 
 
 

 
A Warm Welcome to Rev. Donna J. Van Trees 
 

Rev. Donna is looking very forward to being our interim pastor from October 19 through 
December 31, 2020.  She is a retired Elder of the East Ohio Conference since July 2014, 
and she has been a District Superintendent Assistant since December 2014.   
 

Growing up Rev. Donna and her family were very involved in the EUB church, and it is where 
she learned the importance of a strong church family.  She heard the call into ministry while 
at Malone College, attending Deuber Ave. UMC and followed that call through the then 
Canton District Committee on Ministry.  Rev. Donna earned a   B.A. in Psychology and 
Christian Education from Malone and a Master of Divinity  from  Ashland Theological School. 
 

She accomplished much in her 34 years serving as a pastor.  This includes being Chair of the Board of Directors for People In 
Need, a nonprofit multi-agency group serving the needs of the community in Delaware, OH.  In Tiffin, Rev. Donna served as Chair 
for the Board of Directors for the St. Francis Spirituality Center, Chaired the Ministerial Association, and actively participated in a 
Community Think Tank organized by the Mayor of Tiffin which created opportunities for new ministries and services in the city.   
Most notably was bringing a Transitional Housing unit to fruition for families by purchasing a former Bed & Breakfast.  
 
 
Help…Hope…Healing… 

 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide one-
to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing challenges in 
life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life difficulties.  To 
receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale,  
Rev. Mark Vale, or Pastor Luigi.  

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 

 

 

Rev. Donna & husband, Karl Hankins 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday October 11, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Morning Has Broken  Richard Blake 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

It’s time to worship. Come! Share the joy of the Lord! Delight in God’s goodness! 

Praise God who gives each person  

a special gift to be nurtured and shared. 

Praise God for your gifts and  

for the opportunities for service that they represent. 

Come, let us worship the Lord and bow down. 

Come, let us worship God who entrusts us with so much. 

Let us come with songs of great praise and rejoicing, and with hearts, minds, and 

spirits that are open. Let us offer our praise to God who has redeemed us.  

Let us worship! 

* HYMN Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether 632 UMH 

Draw us in the Spirit’s tether, 

For when humbly in Thy name, 

Two or three are met together 

Thou are in the midst of them; 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Touch we now Thy garment’s hem. 

 

As disciples used to gather 

In the name of Christ to sup, 

Then with thanks to God the Father 

Break the bread and bless the cup, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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So bind Thou our friendship up. 

All our meals and all our living 

Make as sacraments of Thee, 

That by caring, helping, giving 

We may true disciples be. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We will serve Thee faithfully. 

* OPENING PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 123:1-3a NIV 

1 I lift up my eyes to you, 

    to you who sit enthroned in heaven. 
2 As the eyes of slaves look to the hand of their master, 

    as the eyes of a female slave look to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to the Lord our God, 

    till he shows us his mercy. 
3 Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy on us… 

REFLECTION God is Able 106 UMH 

“Is someone here moving toward the twilight of life and 

fearful of that which we call death?  

Why be afraid? God is able.  

Is someone here on the brink of despair because of the death of a loved one, the 

breaking of a marriage, or the waywardness of a child?  

Why despair? God is able to give us the power to endure that which cannot be 

changed.  

Is someone here anxious because of bad health? Why be anxious? Come what may, 

God is able.  

Surely God is able.” 

—Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-68) 

* HYMN You Are My Hiding Place 2055 TFWS  
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You are my hiding place 

You always fill my heart 

With songs of deliverance 

Whenever I am afraid 

I will trust in You 

I will trust in You 

Let the weak say I am strong 

In the strength of the Lord 

MORNING PRAYER  

* SCRIPTURE READINGS  

Exodus 31:1-6 NIV  

Then the Lord said to Moses, 2 “See, I have chosen Bezalel son of Uri, the son of 

Hur, of the tribe of Judah, 3 and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with 

wisdom, with understanding, with knowledge and with all kinds of skills— 4 to 

make artistic designs for work in gold, silver and bronze, 5 to cut and set stones, to 

work in wood, and to engage in all kinds of crafts.6 Moreover, I have appointed 

Oholiab son of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, to help him. Also I have given ability 

to all the skilled workers to make everything I have commanded you. 

Hebrews 6:10-12 NIV  

10 God is not unjust; he will not forget your work and the love you have shown him 

as you have helped his people and continue to help them. 11 We want each of you to 

show this same diligence to the very end, so that what you hope for may be fully 

realized. 12 We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through 

faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

Matthew 25:14-30 NIV 

14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and 

entrusted his wealth to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two 

bags, and to another one bag,[a] each according to his ability. Then he went on his 

journey. 16 The man who had received five bags of gold went at once and put his 

money to work and gained five bags more. 17 So also, the one with two bags of gold 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+25%3A14-30+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-24024a
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gained two more. 18 But the man who had received one bag went off, dug a hole in 

the ground and hid his master’s money. 

19 “After a long time the master of those servants returned and settled accounts with 

them. 20 The man who had received five bags of gold brought the other five. 

‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me with five bags of gold. See, I have gained five 

more.’ 

21 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 

your master’s happiness!’ 

22 “The man with two bags of gold also came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘you entrusted me 

with two bags of gold; see, I have gained two more.’ 

23 “His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been 

faithful with a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come and share 

your master’s happiness!’ 

24 “Then the man who had received one bag of gold came. ‘Master,’ he said, ‘I knew 

that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where 

you have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in 

the ground. See, here is what belongs to you.’ 

26 “His master replied, ‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest where 

I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, you 

should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 

would have received it back with interest. 

28 “‘So take the bag of gold from him and give it to the one who has ten bags. 29 For 

whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abundance. Whoever does 

not have, even what they have will be taken from them. 30 And throw that 

worthless servant outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.’ 

HYMN Wonderful Words of Life 600 UMH  

MESSAGE Surviving or Serving? 
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* HYMN Make Me a Servant 2176 TFWS 

Make me a servant 

Humble and meek 

Lord let me lift up 

Those who are weak 

And may the prayer 

Of my heart always be 

Make me a servant 

Make me a servant 

Make me a servant today 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE The Trumpet of Faith Ross Anderson 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/heart
https://www.definitions.net/definition/servant

