
 Week of January 24-31, 2021 
 
Sunday, January 24  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, 

please contact Dave Van Arsdale for access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting  
Tuesday, January 26  2:00 p.m. - Lay Visitation Team Meeting 
  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
Wednesday, January 27  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study – Postponed 
 A Word of Encouragement – emailed, posted on Facebook 
Sunday, January 31  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to concerns with COVID-19 
and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and 

observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader or call the church office if you have questions. 
 

 
 

Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 
  
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 
At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 
Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, 
please remember to contact me or the church office whenever you need spiritual care. 
 
Blessings in Christ,  
Pastor William 
 

 
 

Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 



St. Pauly’s Shed has Reopened!! 

After being closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, St. Pauly’s Shed has reopened and they will be regularly picking 
up donated items.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it. Many thanks to all of 
you who utilize St. Pauly’s Shed.   

 

                                       Share a Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  
Your words may be a source of comfort and strength to those who read them. If you 
would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and 
end with a short prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale 
at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of Encouragement email is sent on 
Wednesdays, and it is also posted on Facebook.  Thank you for sharing! 
 
 

 
 
Help…Hope…Healing… 

 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 
Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am - Noon 

 
 

 
 
 
 



WORSHIP GUIDE 

Sunday, January 24, 2021  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  

 

Sermon Series:  Following Jesus 

 

GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed through 

Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

 

 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  If With All Your Hearts, Felix Mendelssohn  

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

It is time to focus our attention on God, to forget our complaints and desires. In the stillness of our souls we 

know Jesus is our rock and salvation. 

 

Jesus travelled Galilee preaching to all the good news; that the realm of God was at hand. The realm of 

God is near, never far from us, for our existence is based in God. 

 

Jesus called for all to repent and believe in the good news. The time is now. We turn to God in the quiet 

recesses of our souls, for God alone is our rock and our salvation. Amen 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 

HYMN I have Decided to Follow Jesus   vv. 1-3  TFWS #2129 

1 I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus, 

I have decided to follow Jesus - 

no turning back, no turning back. 

2 The world behind me, the cross before me, 

the world behind me, the cross before me, 

the world behind me, the cross before me - 

no turning back, no turning back. 

3 Though none go with me, still I will follow, 

though none go with me, still I will follow, 

though none go with me, still I will follow— 

no turning back, no turning back. 

 

 

 

 



 

SCRIPTURE Psalm 62:5-12 NIV 

 
5 
Yes, my soul, find rest in God; 

    my hope comes from him. 

6 
Truly he is my rock and my salvation; 

    he is my fortress, I will not be shaken. 

7 
My salvation and my honor depend on God[a]; 

    he is my mighty rock, my refuge. 

8 
Trust in him at all times, you people; 

    pour out your hearts to him, 

    for God is our refuge. 

9 
Surely the lowborn are but a breath, 

    the highborn are but a lie. 

If weighed on a balance, they are nothing; 

    together they are only a breath. 

10 
Do not trust in extortion 

    or put vain hope in stolen goods; 

though your riches increase, 

    do not set your heart on them. 

11 
One thing God has spoken, 

    two things I have heard: 

“Power belongs to you, God, 

12 
    and with you, Lord, is unfailing love”; 

and, “You reward everyone 

    according to what they have done.” 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

Doxology UMH 95 

 

SERMON TEXT Mark 1:14-20 NIV 

 
14 

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. 15 
“The time has 

come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 
16 

As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the 

lake, for they were fishermen. 17 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for 

people.” 18 
At once they left their nets and followed him. 

19 
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 

preparing their nets. 20 
Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the 

hired men and followed him. 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=psalm+62%3A5-12&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14835a


MESSAGE: Come and Follow Me 

HYMN Blest Be the Tie that Binds   vv.1-4   UMH  557 

1. Blest be the tie that binds 

our hearts in Christian love; 

the fellowship of kindred minds 

is like to that above. 

2. Before our Father's throne 

we pour our ardent prayers; 

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, 

our comforts and our cares. 

3. We share each other's woes, 

our mutual burdens bear; 

and often for each other flows 

the sympathizing tear. 

4. When we asunder part, 

it gives us inward pain; 

but we shall still be joined in heart, 

and hope to meet again. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE O Worship the King , arr. Felix Ritter 

 

 
 


