
Week of September 13 - 20, 2020 
 

 
Today, Sunday, Sept 13 Confirmation Sunday -  Our worship service is livestreamed, as well as recorded and 

posted online, after the in-person gathering. 
 Note:  MYF will not meet in observance of Confirmation. 
Monday, Sept 14  7:00 p.m. - Stephen Ministry Meeting  
Tuesday, Sept 15 10:30 a.m. - Nominating Committee Meeting (via Zoom) 
  6:18 p.m. - 6:18 Prayer Group (in the Sanctuary) 
Wednesday, Sept 16  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Bible Study – All are welcome! 
Thursday, Sept 17  9:30 a.m. - Prayer & Devotion Time (via Zoom, please contact Pastor Luigi for access 

information at pastor@laportechurch.org 
Sunday, Sept 20  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
11:00 a.m. - Worship Service - Our worship service will be livestreamed, as well as 
recorded and posted online, after the in-person gathering. 

     3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) Meeting 
 

 
Disciple Light Bible Study will resume meeting from 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. on Wednesday evenings. This is a study for all 
ages. You will enjoy a generational blend of learning. We will look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

 
 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment” on 
Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a 
reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this 
moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church office. 
 

 
Help…Hope…Healing… 

 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide 
one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing 
challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life 
difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale,  
Rev. Mark Vale, or Pastor Luigi.  

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email 
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
 
 



East Ohio Annual Conference:  Bearing Fruit that Lasts: Called, Committed, Connected 

The People of LaPorte are encouraged to watch the livestream feed of the worship services and business sessions of 
the Annual Conference. Especially, we encourage everyone to watch the Service of Commissioning and 
Ordination where pastor Luigi will be ordained an elder in the United Methodist Church. This celebration will be 
livestreamed Saturday, September 26 at 6 p.m. on the Conference website at www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream. 

Also, as a congregation we will be joining the closing worship service of the East Ohio Annual Conference on Sunday, 
September 27 10:00 a.m. This will take the place of or regular morning service. The Sunday, September 27 worship 
service will be available at www.eocumc.com/eoac20/livestream. We will post the livestream link on the church website 
as well as Facebook page. 

If you would like to gather in Christian Community, or if you don’t have livestreaming capabilities, you can come to our 
sanctuary on Saturday, September 26 at 6 p.m. as well as Sunday, September 27 at 10:00 a.m. Then, we will be 
livestreaming the respective worship services. Otherwise, you are welcomed to watch from home. 

If you have any questions, please either call the church office (440-458-5717) or send an email to 
laporteumc@laportechurch.org.  Thank you.  

 

 
 
 

Congratulations and Many Blessings  
to LaPorte’s Confirmands 

 

Madeline Babel 
Reuben Greenly 
Marissa Keener 

Isabella Kisilewicz 
Ludwig Perez 
Virginia Rich 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday September 13, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Make Me a Channel of Blessing Lucy Warriner 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 136)  Virginia Rich 

1 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

His love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods. 

His love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

His love endures forever. 
4 to him who alone does great wonders, 

His love endures forever. 

To the One who redeems us and lifts us out of affliction. 

His love endures forever. 
26 Give thanks and worship the God of heaven. 

His love endures forever. 

* HYMN To God Be the Glory UMH 98 

1. To God be the glory, great things he hath done!   

So loved he the world that he gave us his Son,  

who yielded his life an atonement for sin,  

and opened the life-gate that all may go in. 

Refrain: 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  

let the earth hear his voice!   

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord,  

let the people rejoice! 
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O come to the Father thru Jesus the Son,  

and give him the glory, great things he hath done! 

2. O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood,  

to every believer the promise of God;  

the vilest offender who truly believes,  

that moment from Jesus a pardon receives. (Refrain) 

3. Great things he hath taught us, great things he hath done,  

and great our rejoicing thru Jesus the Son;  

but purer, and higher, and greater will be  

our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see. (Refrain) 

* OPENING PRAYER  Ludwig Perez 

* SCRIPTURE READINGS Joel 2:23a, 26-30a NIV Reuben Greenly 

Sons of Zion, be glad, 

rejoice in the Lord your God. 

You will eat to your heart’s content, will eat your fill, and praise the name of your 

God 

who has treated you so wonderfully. 

My people will not be disappointed any more.  

And you will know that I am in the midst of Israel, that I am the Lord your God, with 

none to equal me. My people will not be disappointed any more.  

After this 

I will pour out my spirit on all mankind. 

Your sons and daughters shall prophesy, 

your old men shall dream dreams, 

and your young men see visions. 

Even on the slaves, men and women, 

will I pour out my spirit in those days. 

I will display portents in heaven and on earth,  

CONFIRMATION 

● Introduction to Confirmation and Reaffirmation 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ: 

Through the Sacrament of Baptism 

   we are initiated into Christ's holy Church. 

We are incorporated into God's mighty acts of salvation 

 and given new birth through water and the Spirit. 

All this is God's gift, offered to us without price. 

Through confirmation, 

and through the reaffirmation of our faith, 

we renew the covenant declared at our baptism, 

acknowledge what God is doing for us, 

and affirm our commitment to Christ's holy Church. 

● Presentation of Candidates 

I present  Isabella Kisilewicz  

 Ludwig Perez 

 Virginia Rich 

 Reuben Greenly 

 Madeline Babel 

 Marissa Keener 

    for confirmation. 

● Renunciation of sin and profession of faith 

The pastor addresses parents and/or other sponsors and those candidates who can answer for 

themselves: 

On behalf of the whole Church, I ask you: 

 Do you renounce the spiritual forces of wickedness, 

 reject the evil powers of this world, 

 and repent of your sin? 

 I do. 

 

 Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you 

 to resist evil, injustice, and oppression 

 in whatever forms they present themselves? 

 I do. 

 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, 

put your whole trust in his grace, 
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and promise to serve him as your Lord, 

in union with the Church which Christ has opened 

 to people of all ages, nations, and races? 

 I do. 

● Vows by Candidates 

The pastor addresses candidates who can answer for themselves:  

According to the grace given to you, 

will you remain faithful members of Christ's holy Church 

and serve as Christ's representatives in the world? 

I will. 

 

● Vows by Sponsors of Candidates 

The pastor addresses the sponsors: 

Will you who sponsor these candidates 

support and encourage them in their Christian life? 

I will. 

 

● Congregation's Vows 

The pastor addresses the congregation, and the congregation responds: 

Do you, as Christ's body, the Church, 

reaffirm both your rejection of sin 

 and your commitment to Christ? 

We do. 

 

Will you nurture one another in the Christian faith and life 

and include these persons now before you in your care? 

With God's help we will proclaim the good news 

 and live according to the example of Christ. 

We will surround these persons 

 with a community of love and forgiveness, 

 that they may grow in their trust of God, 

 and be found faithful in their service to others. 

 We will pray for them, 

 that they may be true disciples 

 who walk in the way that leads to life. 

● The Apostles' Creed 
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Let us join together in professing the Christian faith 

 as contained in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 

  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ? 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

 [who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

 born of the Virgin Mary, 

 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried;  

 he descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again;  

 he ascended into heaven, 

 is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 and will come again to judge the living and the dead.] 

 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 [the holy catholic church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting.] 

PRAYER  Al Gilder 

● Reception into The United Methodist Church 

As members of Christ's universal Church, 

 will you be loyal to Christ through The United Methodist Church, 

 and do all in your power to strengthen its ministries? 

I will. 

● Reception into the Local Congregation 

As members of this congregation, 

 will you faithfully participate in its ministries 

 by your prayers, your presence, 

 your gifts, your service 

and your witness? 
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I will. 

● Moment to encourage Confirmands and Congregation  

(Parents and Sponsors) 

● Commendation and Welcome 

The pastor addresses the congregation: 

Members of the household of God, 

 I commend these persons to your love and care. 

 Do all in your power to increase their faith, 

 confirm their hope, and perfect them  in love. 

 

The congregation responds: 

We give thanks for all that God has already given you 

 and we welcome you in Christian love. 

As members together with you 

 in the body of Christ 

 and in this congregation 

 of The United Methodist Church, 

we renew our covenant 

 faithfully to participate 

 in the ministries of the Church 

 by our prayers, our presence, 

 our gifts, our service, and our witness 

 that in everything God may be glorified 

 through Jesus Christ. 

HYMN I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry TFWS 2051 

"I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 

to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were but a child, 

with a faith to suit you well; 

In a blaze of light you wandered off 

to find where demons dwell." 
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"When you heard the wonder of the Word 

I was there to cheer you on; 

You were raised to praise the living Lord, 

to whom you now belong. 

If you find someone to share your time 

and you join your hearts as one, 

I'll be there to make your verses rhyme 

from dusk 'till rising sun." 

In the middle ages of your life, 

not too old, no longer young, 

I'll be there to guide you through the night, 

complete what I've begun. 

When the evening gently closes in, 

and you shut your weary eyes, 

I'll be there as I have always been 

with just one more surprise." 

"I was there to hear your borning cry, 

I'll be there when you are old. 

I rejoiced the day you were baptized, 

to see your life unfold. 

* SCRIPTURE READINGS Ephesians 1:3a, 4a, 13-19a NIV  Isabella Kisilewicz 

Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ.  

Now you too, in him, have heard the message of the truth and the good news of your 

salvation, and have believed it; and you too have been stamped 

with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise, the pledge of our inheritance 

which brings freedom for those whom God has taken for his own, to make his glory 

praised.  

That will explain why I, 

having once heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus, and the love that you show 
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towards all the saints, have never failed to remember you in my prayers and to thank 

God for you.  

May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give you a spirit of 

wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. 

May he enlighten the eyes of your mind 

so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, 

what rich glories he has promised the saints will inherit 

and how infinitely great is the power 

that he has exercised for us believers.  

PASTORAL PRAYER 

* SCRIPTURE READING 1 Peter 2:9-11 NIV Madeline Babel 

9 But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness 

into his wonderful light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are the people 

of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which wage war against your soul. 

SERMON  I Am…  

* SONG Who Am I Casting Crowns 

Verse 1 

Who am I that the Lord of all the earth 

Would care to know my name 

Would care to feel my hurt 

Who am I that the Bright and Morning Star 

Would choose to light the way 

For my ever wand'ring heart 

 

Pre-Chorus 

Not because of who I am 

But because of what You've done 

Not because of what I've done 
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But because of who You are 

 

Chorus 

I am a flower quickly fading 

Here today and gone tomorrow 

A wave tossed in the ocean 

A vapor in the wind 

Still You hear me when I'm calling 

Lord You catch me when I'm falling 

And You've told me who I am 

I am Yours 

 

Verse 2 

Who am I that the eyes that see my sin 

Would look on me with love 

And watch me rise again 

Who am I that the voice that calmed the sea 

Would call out through the rain 

And calm the storm in me 

 
CCLI Song # 4196651 

Mark Hall 

CCLI License # 1964730 

* BENEDICTION  Marissa Keener 

As you leave this place, remember this: 

You are a baptized people,  

a community of hope,  

the new race dedicated to doing the unlikely deeds of grace,  

and sometimes even taking on the impossible. 

 

So go into the world; 

live as God’s people, 

through the grace of Jesus Christ, 

and the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Go into the world; 

for the blessing of the Creator, Redeemer and Inspirer  

will always be with you. 
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Amen. 

POSTLUDE Concertata Henry Purcell 


