
Week of September 6 - 13, 2020 
 

 
Today, Sunday, Sept 6 (In the sanctuary) Our worship service is live-streamed, as well as recorded and posted 

online, after the in-person gathering. 
  3:00 p.m. – Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting 
Monday, Sept 7  Labor Day – Church Office Closed  
Tuesday, Sept 8  3:30 p.m. - SPRC Meeting 
  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group (in the Sanctuary) 
  7:00 p.m. - Finance Meeting 
Wednesday, Sept 9  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte, see update below) 
Thursday, Sept 10  9:30 a.m. - Prayer Time (via zoom, please contact Pastor Luigi for access information   

at pastor@laportechurch.org 
Sunday, Sept 13  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
11:00 a.m. - Worship Service – Confirmation (outdoors) Our worship service will be 
live-streamed, as well as recorded and posted online, after the in-person gathering. 

    Note: MYF will not meet in observance of Confirmation. 
 

 
Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the church conference room.   

Our new study will explore the book, “Life Lessons from Luke,” by Max Lucado.   
Rev. Charles Oplinger will lead the discussions.  We’d love to have you join us! 

 
 

 
 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment” on 
Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a 
reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this 
moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church office. 
 

* Worship Schedule Through September  
 

In the Sanctuary:  1st and 3rd Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Without Walls:  2nd and 4th Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  
R Worship with us on our back lawn.  Bring a chair, if you wish. 

Next Sunday, September 13th is Confirmation Sunday with an outdoor service, weather permitting. 
 

Note:  If there are changes, every effort will be made to let you know by the Friday preceding the worship service. 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday September 6, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Always Remember Me Richard Blake 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (Psalm 149:1-5, 9b) 

1 Praise the Lord.[a] 

Sing to the Lord a new song, 

    his praise in the assembly of his faithful people. 
2 Let Israel rejoice in their Maker; 

    let the people of Zion be glad in their King. 
3 Let them praise his name with dancing 

    and make music to him with timbrel and harp. 
4 For the Lord takes delight in his people; 

    he crowns the humble with victory. 
5 Let his faithful people rejoice in this honor 

    and sing for joy on their beds. 

Praise the Lord. 

* HYMN I Come with Joy (vv.1-4) UMH 617 

1 I come with joy to meet my Lord, 

forgiven, loved and free, 

in awe and wonder to recall 

his life laid down for me, 

his life laid down for me. 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20149&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16387a
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3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 

4 And thus with joy we meet our Lord. 

His presence, always near, 

is in such friendship better known; 

we see and praise him here, 

we see and praise him here. 

* OPENING PRAYER  

* SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 12:1-14 NIV 

1 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month is to be for you the first 

month, the first month of your year. 3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the 

tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb[a] for his family, one for each 

household. 4 If any household is too small for a whole lamb, they must share one with 

their nearest neighbor, having taken into account the number of people there are. 

You are to determine the amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each 

person will eat. 5 The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and 

you may take them from the sheep or the goats. 6 Take care of them until the 

fourteenth day of the month, when all the members of the community of Israel must 

slaughter them at twilight. 7 Then they are to take some of the blood and put it on the 

sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the lambs. 8 That same 

night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread 

made without yeast.9 Do not eat the meat raw or boiled in water, but roast it over a 

fire—with the head, legs and internal organs. 10 Do not leave any of it till morning; if 

some is left till morning, you must burn it. 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your 

cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your hand. 

Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. 

12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn of 

both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am 

the Lord. 13 The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A1-14+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1820a
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see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you when I 

strike Egypt. 

14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall 

celebrate it as a festival to the Lord—a lasting ordinance. 

PASTORAL PRAYER 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION Psalm 119:33-40 NIV in unison 

33 Teach me, Lord, the way of your decrees, 

    that I may follow it to the end.[a] 
34 Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law 

    and obey it with all my heart. 
35 Direct me in the path of your commands, 

    for there I find delight. 
36 Turn my heart toward your statutes 

    and not toward selfish gain. 
37 Turn my eyes away from worthless things; 

    preserve my life according to your word.[b] 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

    so that you may be feared. 
39 Take away the disgrace I dread, 

    for your laws are good. 
40 How I long for your precepts! 

    In your righteousness preserve my life. 

HYMN Spirit of the Living God UMH 393 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 

Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. 

Spirit of the living God, 

Fall afresh on me. 

* SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 18:15-20 NIV 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A33-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15932a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+119%3A33-40&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15936b
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15 “If your brother or sister[a] sins,[b] go and point out their fault, just between the two 

of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, 

take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the 

testimony of two or three witnesses.’[c] 17 If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the 

church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a 

pagan or a tax collector. 

18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be[d] bound in heaven, and 

whatever you loose on earth will be[e] loosed in heaven. 

19 “Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask 

for, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather 

in my name, there am I with them.” 

SERMON  Dealing with Conflict Constructively 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart UMH 629 

Refrain:  

You satisfy the hungry heart 

With gift of finest wheat; 

Come give to us, O saving Lord,  

The bread of life to eat. 

1 As when the shepherd calls his sheep, 

they know and heed his voice;  

so when You call Your family, Lord,  

we follow and rejoice. [Refrain] 

2 With joyful lips we sing to you 

our praise and gratitude,  

that you should count us worthy, Lord,  

to share this heavenly food. [Refrain] 

3: Is not the cup we bless and share 

the blood of Christ outpoured? 

Do not one cup, one loaf, declare 

our oneness in the Lord? [Refrain] 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23743a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23743b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23744c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23746d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+18%3A15-20+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23746e
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4 The mystery of your presence, Lord,  

no mortal tongue can tell: 

whom all the world cannot contain 

comes in our hearts to dwell. [Refrain] 

5 You give yourself to us, O Lord; 

then selfless let us be,  

to serve each other in your name 

in truth and charity. [Refrain] 

SCRIPTURE READING  Ezekiel 33:7-11 NIV 

7 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the people of Israel; so hear the word 

I speak and give them warning from me. 8 When I say to the wicked, ‘You wicked 

person, you will surely die,’ and you do not speak out to dissuade them from their 

ways, that wicked person will die for[a] their sin, and I will hold you accountable for 

their blood. 9 But if you do warn the wicked person to turn from their ways and they 

do not do so, they will die for their sin, though you yourself will be saved. 

10 “Son of man, say to the Israelites, ‘This is what you are saying: “Our offenses and 

sins weigh us down, and we are wasting away because of[b]them. How then can we 

live?”’ 11 Say to them, ‘As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no 

pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their ways and 

live. Turn! Turn from your evil ways! Why will you die, people of Israel?’ 

INVITATION TO CONFESS 

TIME FOR CONFESSION 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Holy Communion is a gift of God to the church and an act of the community of faith. By 

responding to this invitation, we affirm and deepen our personal relationship with God through 

Jesus Christ and our commitment to membership and mission in the body of Christ. 

* HYMN Now Let Us from This Table Rise UMH 634 

1 Now let us from this table rise 

renewed in body, mind, and soul; 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+33%3A7-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21289a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+33%3A7-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21291b
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with Christ we die and live again, 

his selfless love has made us whole. 

2 With minds alert, upheld by grace 

to spread the word in speech and deed, 

we follow in the steps of Christ, 

at one with all in hope and need. 

3 To fill each human house with love, 

it is the sacrament of care; 

the work that Christ began to do 

we humbly pledge ourselves to share. 

4 Then grant us courage, Father God, 

to choose again the pilgrim way, 

and help us to accept with joy 

the challenge of tomorrow's day. 

* BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Let the Trumpet Sound Lani Smith 


