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Week of August 30 – September 6, 2020 
 

Today, Sunday, August 30 Our worship service will be recorded and posted online after the in-person gathering. 

Tuesday, Sept 1  1:00 p.m. - MYF Meeting (at LaPorte, returning to Sundays at 3 p.m. on 9/6) 

  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group (in the Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, Sept 2  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte, see update below) 

Thursday, Sept 3  9:30 a.m. - Prayer Time (via zoom, please contact Pastor Luigi for access information at 

pastor@laportechurch.org 

Friday, Sept 4 Church Office Closed 

Sunday, Sept 6  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

11:00 a.m. - Worship Service (in the Sanctuary) Our worship service will be 

livestreamed, as well as recorded and posted online, after the in-person gathering. 

  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (resuming Sunday meetings) 

  

Note:  The Church Office will be closed on Friday, September 4 and Labor Day, Monday, September 7. 
 

 

Ladies’ Bible Study meets on Wednesday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the church conference room.   
Our upcoming study will explore the book, “Life Lessons from Luke,” by Max Lucado.   

Rev. Charles Oplinger will lead the discussions.  We’d love to have you join us! 
 

 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special 

Moment” on Sundays where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you 

can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in 

your heart. The purpose of this moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or 

less.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church 

office. 
 

* Worship Schedule Through September  
 

In the Sanctuary:  1st and 3rd Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Without Walls:  2nd and 4th Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  
 Worship with us on our back lawn.  Bring a chair, if you wish. 

Sunday, September 13th is Confirmation Sunday 
 

Please note:  If there are changes, every effort will be made to let you know by the Friday preceding the 
worship service. 

 
 

 
 

mailto:pastor@laportechurch.org
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday August 30, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Sonatina  by Schumann 

SPECIAL MOMENT In this Very Room 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

The God of surprises and new beginnings has called us to this place. 

So, let us give thanks for all the wonderful works of God. 

Let us sing a new song of praise to the God of all peoples. 

Let our hearts rejoice, for the Lord is God. 

In a spirit of growing faith, let us worship God. 

* HYMN This Is a Day of New Beginnings (vv.1-4) 383 UMH 

1 This is a day of new beginnings, 

time to remember and move on, 

time to believe what love is bringing, 

laying to rest the pain that's gone. 

2 For by the life and death of Jesus, 

God's mighty Spirit, now as then, 

can make for us a world of difference, 

as faith and hope are born again. 

3 Then let us, with the Spirit's daring, 

step from the past and leave behind 

our disappointment, guilt, and grieving, 

seeking new paths, and sure to find. 
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4 Christ is alive, and goes before us 

to show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings; 

our God is making all things new. 

* OPENING PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 12:22-28 NIV 

A House Divided Cannot Stand 

22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and 

Jesus healed him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished 

and said, “Could this be the Son of David?” 

24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the prince of 

demons, that this fellow drives out demons.” 

25 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself 

will be ruined, and every city or household divided against itself will not stand. 26 If 

Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then can his kingdom 

stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your people drive 

them out? So then, they will be your judges.28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I 

drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 

 LITANY FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY   556 UMH 

Let us ask the Lord to strengthen in all Christians faith in Christ, the Savior of the 

world.  

Listen to us, O Lord. 

Let us ask the Lord to sustain and guide Christians with his gifts along the way to 

full unity. 

Listen to us, O Lord. 

Let us ask the Lord for the gift of unity and peace for the world. 

Listen to us, O Lord. 

Let us pray. We ask you, O Lord, for the gifts of your Spirit.  

Enable us to penetrate the depth of the whole truth,  

and grant that we may share with others  

the goods you have put at our disposal.  

Teach us to overcome divisions. Send us your Spirit  
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to lead to full unity your sons and daughters in full charity,  

in obedience to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  AMEN.  
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* HYMN Bind Us Together 2226 TFWS  

Chorus 

Bind us together Lord 

Bind us together 

With cords that cannot be broken 

Bind us Together Lord 

Bind us together 

Bind us together with love 

There is only one God 

There is only one King 

There is only one body 

That is why we sing (Chorus) 

You are the fam'ly of God 

You are the promise divine 

You are God's chosen desire 

you are the glorious new wine (Chorus)  

SCRIPTURE READING Exodus 3:1-15 NIV  

1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the 

mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in flames of fire from 

within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So 

Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not 

burn up.” 

4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within 

the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you 

are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father,[a] the God 

of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, 

because he was afraid to look at God. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1586a
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7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard 

them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their 

suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and 

to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with 

milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, 

Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have 

seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to 

Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?” 

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who 

have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you[b]will worship 

God on this mountain.” 

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of 

your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what 

shall I tell them?” 

14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.[c] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I 

am has sent me to you.’” 

15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord,[d] the God of your 

fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to 

you.’ 

“This is my name forever, 

    the name you shall call me 

    from generation to generation. 

MORNING PRAYER 

GLORIA PATRI   70 UMH 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 

And to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

World without end. Amen.   

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1592b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1594c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+3%3A1-15&version=NIV#fen-NIV-1595d
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* SCRIPTURE READING Romans 12:9-21 NIV 

Love in Action 

9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one 

another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.11 Never be lacking in zeal, but 

keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.12 Be joyful in hope, patient in 

affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice 

hospitality. 

14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who 

rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not 

be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position.[a] Do not be 

conceited. 

17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 

for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,”[b] says the Lord.20 On the 

contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”[c] 
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

MESSAGE Piling Up Fire Upon Their Heads 

HYMN Lord, I Want to Be a Christian 402 UMH 

1 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

2 Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28262a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28265b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+12%3A9-21+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28266c
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3 Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

4 Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

In my heart, in my heart, 

Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE March in C  Irwin 


