
 Week of February 28 - March 7, 2021 
 
Sunday, February 28  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study meets at the church Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - livestream / posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting  
Monday, March 1  7:00 p.m. - Stephen Ministers Meeting 
Tuesday, March 2  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
Wednesday, March 3  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study – Postponed 
  A Word of Encouragement – will be emailed & posted on Facebook 
Sunday, March 7  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com)    
 11:00 a.m. - Worship Service, Communion (In-person!) livestream / posted online 
 12:30 p.m. - Drive Through Communion at LaPorte (12:30 to 1:30 p.m.)  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting 
 

In-Person Worship Resumes Next Sunday, March 7, 2021 

On March 7th we will begin in-person worship in our sanctuary. The “Leadership Team,” known before as the “Single Board,” 
has considered the administration rates of vaccinations and decline in infection rates, and has decided that the church body 
can safely resume in-person services. This is with the understanding of strict adherence to safety protocols. 
 
We will continue our online services as they are vital in reaching those who will continue to not attend in-person services, as 
well as others in the community. This is not a decision that has been made lightly as we consider the health and safety of all 
persons to be of vital importance. Hence, you will be receiving correspondence about the protocols for reopening which will 
be mandatory for the safety of all persons.  
 

Drive Through Communion Offered on Communion Sundays 
 

If you are viewing our worship services online, there is still an opportunity to partake in communion.  After you view the 
online service, drive through communion will be offered at the church from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.  This will begin on our next 
Communion Sunday, March 7, and continue on the following Communion Sundays (usually the first Sunday of the month) 
until further notice.  There will also be an opportunity to share God’s blessings by donating items to the Caring Cupboard or 
Samaritan Purse’s Operation Christmas Child.  Please contact the church office if you have questions. 

 
 

To Journey with Jesus 
 
Our Lenten sermon series, “To Journey with Jesus,” focuses us on how Jesus 
invites us to journey with him and how our Christian journey shapes us as believers 
and disciples.  A weekly Bible study, which explores this sermon series, has been 
shared with you via email or mail.  Please follow this study guide which will help us 
focus on the intent of the weekly sermon messages and provide enrichment. 

 
 



A Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your words 
may be a source of comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, 
please share a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and end with a short prayer.  Please 

send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of 
Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on Facebook. 

Thank you for sharing! 
 

 
  

 
Share a Special Moment 

 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss,  
and many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact  
Sue Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 

Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am – Noon 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, February 28, 2021  

 

Sermon Series:  To Journey with Jesus 
 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed  
through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

  
 
WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE   It Is Well With My Soul, arr. Hostetler 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
As Pilgrims, we are invited to journey with Jesus through the season of Lent. 
We move towards the One who calls us each by a new name. 
As Disciples, we walk with Jesus wherever he leads us. 
We pull our fears, our doubts and our longings behind us. 
As Believers, we trust in the promises of God. 
God’s promises take on flesh and blood in the good news called Jesus. 
Holy is the name of Jesus. 
 

1) OPENING HYMN Stand by Me - UMH #512, vv.1-2, 5 
 

1. When the storms of life are raging, 
Stand by me 
When the storms of life are raging, 
Stand by me 
When the world is tossing me, 
Like a ship upon the sea, 
Thou who rulest wind and water, 
Stand by me. 
 
2. In the midst of tribulation, 
Stand by me 
In the midst of tribulation, 
Stand by me 
When the hosts of hell assail, 
And my strength begins to fail, 
You who never lost a battle, 
Stand by me 
 

5. When I'm growing old and feeble, 
Stand by me 
When I'm growing old and feeble,  
Stand by me 
When my life becomes a burden, 
And I'm nearing chilly Jordan, 
O thou Lily of the Valley, 
Stand by me 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    Psalm 22:23-31 NIV 

23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! 
    All you descendants of Jacob, honor him! 
    Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 
24 For he has not despised or scorned 
    the suffering of the afflicted one; 
    he has not hidden his face from him 
    but has listened to his cry for help. 
25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; 
    before those who fear you I will fulfill my vows. 
26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; 
    those who seek the Lord will praise him— 
    may your hearts live forever! 
27 All the ends of the earth 
    will remember and turn to the Lord, 
    and all the families of the nations 
    will bow down before him, 
28 for dominion belongs to the Lord 
    and he rules over the nations. 
29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; 
    all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— 
    those who cannot keep themselves alive. 
30 Posterity will serve him; 
    future generations will be told about the Lord. 
31 They will proclaim his righteousness, 
    declaring to a people yet unborn: 
    He has done it! 
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SECOND HYMN  Tell Me the Stories of Jesus - UMH #277, vv.1-3 
 

1. Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; 
Things I would ask Him to tell me if He were here: 
Scenes by the wayside, 
Tales of the sea, 
Stories of Jesus, 
Tell them to me. 
 
2. First let me hear how the children stood round His knee, 
And I shall fancy his blessing resting on me; 
Words full of kindness, 
Deeds full of grace, 
All in the lovelight of Jesus' face. 
 
3. Into the city I'd follow the children's band, 
Waving a branch of palm tree high in my hand; 
One of His heralds, 
Yes, I would sing, 
Loudest hosannas, “Jesus is King!” 

 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

God of all, you love us and have claimed us. As you blessed Sarah and Abraham, you have invited us 
into the blessing of connection within the family of humanity that you continue to bless. We give our 
tithes and offerings in celebration of the depths of our blessing and pray that they will strengthen the 
church across the world to bless all your children. In the Holy name of Christ, our Savior and 
Redeemer, we pray in gratitude. Amen. (Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16) 
 
Doxology   UMH #95 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SERMON TEXT  Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 
 

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 After fasting forty 
days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of 
God, tell these stones to become bread.” 
 
4 Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from 
the mouth of God.’” 
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5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If 
you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written: 
 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
    and they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 
 

7 Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 
 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world 
and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship me.” 
 
10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve 
him only.’”   
 
11 Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
 
SERMON  Temptations in the Wilderness 

THIRD HYMN  Stay with Us - TFWS #2199, vv. 1-2, 5 
 

1. Stay with us, till night has come: 
Our praise to you this day be sung. 
Bless our bread, open our eyes: 
Jesus, be our great surprise. 
 
2. Walk with us, our spirits sigh: 
Hear when our weary spirits cry, 
Feel again our loss, our pain: 
Jesus, take us to your side. 
 
5. Stay with us, till day is done: 
No tears nor dark shall dim the sun. 
Cheer the heart, your grace impart: 
Jesus, bring eternal life. 
 

 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE  March in D, G. F. Handel 


