
 Week of February 21-28, 2021 
 
Sunday, February 21  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study meets at the church Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Serviced - livestream and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting  
Tuesday, February 23  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
  7:00 p.m. - Leadership Team Meeting 
Wednesday, February 24  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study – Postponed 
  A Word of Encouragement – will be emailed & posted on Facebook 
Sunday, February 28  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  
access information at dvanar@yahoo.com)    

 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - livestream and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting 
   

 
 

To Journey with Jesus 
 
During Lent we will be starting a sermon series titled “To Journey with Jesus,” which focuses us on how Jesus 
invites us to journey with him and how our Christian journey shapes us as believers and disciples.   A Bible study, which 
explores this sermon series, has been shared with you via email (along with your Sunday worship materials) or via mail.  
After hearing the sermon each Sunday during Lent, please follow this study guide for the following week. It is meant to be 
enriching and help us all to focus on the intent of the weekly sermon messages. 
 

 
 

Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

 
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 

At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 

Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, please remember to contact me 
or the church office whenever you need spiritual care.  
 

 Blessings in Christ,  
Pastor William 

 



A Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your words may be a source of 
comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it 
to scripture, and end with a short prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale at 
savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on 
Facebook.  Thank you for sharing! 
 

 

 
Share a Special Moment 

 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale 
or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am – Noon 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, February 21, 2021  

 

Sermon Series:  To Journey with Jesus 
 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed  
through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

  
 
WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE   My Soul in Exile, Juliet Calkins 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Come! Let’s worship God.  
The Holy God who makes and keeps covenants. 
Come! See the sign of God’s promise in rainbows and rhythms of life. 
Come! Let’s worship our Almighty God!  
We proclaim praise and honor to our faithful God! 
Holy is the name of Jesus. 
 
OPENING HYMN I Surrender All - UMH #354, vv.1-2, 4 
 

1. All to Jesus I surrender; 
All to Him I freely give; 
I will ever love and trust Him, 
In His presence daily live. 

 

Refrain:   
I surrender all, 
I surrender all, 
All to Thee, my blessed Savior 
I surrender all. 

 

2. All to Jesus I surrender; 
Humbly at His feet I bow, 
Worldly pleasures all forsaken; 
Take me Jesus, take me now.  Refrain 
 

4. All to Jesus I surrender; 
Lord I give myself to Thee; 
Fill me with Thy love and power; 
Let Thy blessing fall on me.   Refrain 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    Psalms 25:1-10 NIV 

A psalm of David 

1 In you, Lord my God, 
    I put my trust. 
2 I trust in you; 
    do not let me be put to shame, 
    nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 No one who hopes in you 
    will ever be put to shame, 
but shame will come on those 
    who are treacherous without cause. 
4 Show me your ways, Lord, 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Guide me in your truth and teach me, 
    for you are God my Savior, 
    and my hope is in you all day long. 
 
 
SECOND HYMN Spirit Song -  UMH #347, vv.1-2 
 

1. O let the Son of God enfold you 
With His Spirit and His love. 
Let Him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
Oh let Him have those things that hold you, 
And His Spirit like a dove 
Will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
 

Refrain:   
Jesus, oh Jesus, 
Come and fill Your lambs. 
Jesus, oh Jesus, 
Come and fill Your lambs. 

2. O come and sing this song with gladness, 
As your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to His name. 
Oh give Him all your tears and sadness; 
Give Him all your years of pain, 
And you'll enter into life in Jesus' name.  Refrain 

6 Remember, Lord, your great mercy and love, 
    for they are from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth 
    and my rebellious ways; 
according to your love remember me, 
    for you, Lord, are good. 
8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in his ways. 
9 He guides the humble in what is right 
    and teaches them his way. 
10 All the ways of the Lord are loving and faithful toward    
those who keep the demands of his covenant. 
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
 

Righteous God, in these early days of our Lenten journey we remember the promises of your 
covenant with your people. In your judgement, you sent upon your creation the great flood – yet you 
saved a faithful remnant. You followed with a covenant not to use the flood again. As we prepare to 
offer our gifts to you, we are reminded that we have been spared from judgment by the one, your 
son, our Savior, who took on our guilt and bore our judgement. We offer gratitude for his sacrifice as 
it moves us to offer not only money, but our whole being. In Christ Holy name, we pray.  Amen. 
(Genesis 9:8-17) 
 
Doxology   UMH 95 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SERMON TEXT  Matthew 3:13-17 
 
The Baptism of Jesus 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But John tried to deter him, 
saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 
 

15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.” Then John 
consented. 
 

16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice 
from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” 
 
SERMON  Baptized with Jesus 

THIRD HYMN  Nothing But the Blood - UMH #362, vv.1-2, 4 
 

1. What can wash away my sin? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

Refrain: 
O precious is the flow 
That makes me bright as snow; 
No other fount I know; 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 

 

 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE  Festal March, James Mansfield 

2. For my pardon this I see: 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
For my cleansing this my plea: 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  Refrain  

 

4.  This is all my hope and peace: 
      Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
      This is all my righteousness: 
      Nothing but the blood of Jesus.  Refrain 


