
 Week of February 14 - 21, 2021 
 
Sunday, February 14  A blessed Valentine’s Day to all! 
  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study meets at the church Sunday mornings at 8:00 a.m. 
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship / Communion - livestream and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting  
Tuesday, February 16  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
Wednesday, February 17  Ash Wednesday - Lent Begins 
  8:00 - 9:00 a.m. – Drive through impartation of ashes with Pastor William 
  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study – Postponed 
  5:00 -6:00 p.m. Drive through impartation of ashes with Pastor William 
  A Word of Encouragement – will be emailed & posted on Facebook 
Sunday, February 21  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com)    
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - livestream and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting 

   
 

Ash Wednesday 
You are invited to a drive-through personalized impartation of ashes and prayer  
time with the pastor on Wednesday, February 17th from 8 to 9 A.M., or you may come 
from 5 to 6 P.M. 
 

 
 

To Journey with Jesus 
 
During Lent we will be starting a sermon series titled “To Journey with Jesus,” which focuses us on how Jesus invites us to 
journey with him and how our Christian journey shapes us as believers and disciples.   A Bible study, which explores this 
sermon series, has been shared with you via email (along with your Sunday worship materials) or via mail.  After hearing 
the sermon each Sunday during Lent, please follow this study guide for the following week. It is meant to enrich the sermon 
and help us all to focus on the intent of the weekly sermon messages. 
 

 
 

                                              A Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your 
words may be a source of comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to 
participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and end with a short 
prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. 
The Word of Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on Facebook.  
Thank you for sharing! 
 
  

 



Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 

 
I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 

At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 

Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, please remember to contact me 
or the church office whenever you need spiritual care. 
 
Blessings in Christ,  
 
Pastor William 

 
 

Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale 
or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am – Noon 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, February 14, 2021  

 

Sermon Series:  Following Jesus 
 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed  
through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

  
 
WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE   Chorale,  Cesar Franck 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
We have seen the light of the Triune God. On the mountain tops it illuminates the world so our vision 
is far, in the valleys it illumines our next steps. We follow you God not by map but by the radiance of 
your embrace. 
 
We have seen the light of God. It has opened blinded eyes, and led us in our work.  
Amen 
 
OPENING HYMN Christ Is The World's Light,  vv. 1-4,  #188 UMH 
 
1. Christ is the world's Light, Christ and none other 
Born in our darkness, He became our Brother. 
If we have seen Him, we have seen the Father: 
Glory to God on high! 
 
2. Christ is the world's Peace, Christ and none other 
No man can serve Him and despise another. 
Who else unites us, one in God the Father? 
Glory to God on high! 
 
3. Christ is the world's Life, Christ and none other 
Sold once for silver, murdered here, our Brother; 
He who redeems us, reigns with God the Father: 
Glory to God on high! 
 
4. Give God the glory, God and none other 
Give God the glory Spirit, Son, and Father; 
Give God the glory, God with us, my Brother: 
Glory to God on high! 
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OPENING PRAYER 
 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING    Psalms 50:1-6 NIV 

A psalm of Asaph 

1 The Mighty One, God, the Lord, 

speaks and summons the earth from the rising of the sun to where it sets. 

2  From Zion, perfect in beauty, 

God shines forth. 

3 Our God comes and will not be silent; 

a fire devours before him, and around him a tempest rages. 

4  He summons the heavens above, 

and the earth, that he may judge his people: 

5  “Gather to me this consecrated people, 

who made a covenant with me by sacrifice.” 

6  And the heavens proclaim his righteousness, 

for he is a God of justice. 

 
SECOND HYMN Christ for the World We Sing, vv. 1-4,  #568 UMH 
 
1. Christ for the world we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  
with loving zeal;  
the poor, and them that mourn,  
the faint and overborne,  
sin sick and sorrow-worn,  
whom Christ doth heal.  
 
2. Christ for the world we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  
with fervent prayer;  
the wayward and the lost,  
by restless passions tossed,  
redeemed at countless cost,  
from dark despair.  
 
 
 

3. Christ for the world we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  
with one accord;  
with us the work to share,  
with us reproach to dare,  
with us the cross to bear,  
for Christ our Lord.  
 
4. Christ for the world we sing,  
the world to Christ we bring,  
with joyful song;  
the newborn souls, whose days,  
reclaimed from error's ways,  
inspired with hope and praise,  
to Christ belong.  
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INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  
God of Transformation, we come together as those who have met you on the mountain top. We have 
each had our holy encounters with you; and in those moments, we have wanted to stay on the 
mountain and retreat from the world. We know that is our longing, not yours. So, as we offer our gifts 
this morning in response to your blessings in our life, remind us that our mission begins as we leave 
this place, and help us hold our memories of those mountaintop encounters with you in our hearts. 
We pray boldly in Jesus’ name. Amen. (Mark 9:2-9) 
 
Doxology   UMH 95 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER & LORD’S PRAYER 
 
SERMON TEXT  Mark 9:2-9 NIV 
 
The Transfiguration 
 
2 After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where 
they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them. 3 His clothes became dazzling white, 
whiter than anyone in the world could bleach them. 4 And there appeared before them Elijah and 
Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
 
5 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here. Let us put up three shelters—one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.”  
 
6 (He did not know what to say, they were so frightened.) 
 
7 Then a cloud appeared and covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my Son, whom 
I love. Listen to him!” 
 
8 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer saw anyone with them except Jesus. 
 
9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus gave them orders not to tell anyone what they had 
seen until the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
 
SERMON  Only Jesus 
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THIRD HYMN   Blessed Assurance, vv.1-3,  # 369 UMH 
 
1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
O what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 
Refrain: 
This is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long; 
this is my story, this is my song, 
praising my Savior all the day long. 
 
2. Perfect submission, perfect delight, 
visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above 
echoes of mercy, whispers of love. (Refrain) 
 
3. Perfect submission, all is at rest; 
I in my Savior am happy and blest, 
watching and waiting, looking above, 
filled with his goodness, lost in his love. (Refrain) 
 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE  A Day of Rejoicing,  Lani Smith 

 
 


