
 Week of January 31 – February 7, 2021 
 
Sunday, January 31  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship - livestream and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting  
Monday, February 1  7:00 p.m. - Stephen Minister’s Meeting 
Tuesday, February 2  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
Wednesday, February 3  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study – Postponed 
  A Word of Encouragement – will be emailed & posted on Facebook 
Sunday, February 7  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for  

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service, Holy Communion - livestream, posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – virtual meeting 
   

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services are currently offered exclusively online until 
further notice due to concerns with COVID-19 and the safety of our congregation.  
Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and 
observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader or call the church office if 
you have questions. 
 
 

 
 

Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 
  

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 

At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 

Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, please remember to contact me 
or the church office whenever you need spiritual care. 
 

 Blessings in Christ,  
Pastor William 

 
 
 
 



Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 

 
A Word of Encouragement… 

 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your words may be a source of 
comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it 
to scripture, and end with a short prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale at 
savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on 
Facebook.  Thank you for sharing! 

 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 
Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 
CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 

 

Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.   
We typically ask you to bring Caring Cupboard food donations on the first Sunday of the month, which are 
Communion Sundays.  However, with our worship services currently being held online, your donations are 
always welcome at any time. Items of need include: canned chicken and tuna, oatmeal, pancake mix, 
syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit & vegetables, and applesauce.  Let us take this opportunity to share our 
love with those in need.  If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl Smith.    
 

May all we do, bless others! 
 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am – Noon 



WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, January 31, 2021  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  
 

Sermon Series:  Following Jesus 
 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed through Scripture,  

music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

 

 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE  The Loving Shepherd. Janet Rand 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 

As the family of God, as brothers and sisters in Christ, we come together in worship expecting God’s promised blessings of 

hope and growth towards wholeness.  Some bring physical pain, others illness, injury, and others emotional anguish. 

 

The world and our human nature would have us be sorrowful in these troubles. Yet, as those following Jesus we know we 

come to worship a forgiving and healing God. We would choose to be nowhere else this morning but here with God’s people 

worshiping in the midst of his love and peace.  Amen 

 

OPENING PRAYER  

 

HYMN All Creatures of Our God and King, vv. 1-5 - UMH 62 

 

1. All creatures of our God and King, 

lift up your voice and with us sing, 

O praise ye! Alleluia! 

O brother sun with golden beam, 

O sister moon with silver gleam! 

Refrain:   O praise ye! O praise ye! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

2. O brother wind, air, clouds, and rain, 

by which all creatures ye sustain, 

O praise ye! Alleluia! 

Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 

ye lights of evening, find a voice!  Refrain 
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SCRIPTURE Psalm 111  NIV 

 
1 
Praise the L ORD. [b] 

I will extol the L ORD with all my heart 

    in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 
2 
Great are the works of the L ORD; 

    they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
3 
Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 

    and his righteousness endures forever. 
4 
He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 

    the L ORD is gracious and compassionate. 
5 
He provides food for those who fear him; 

    he remembers his covenant forever. 
6 
He has shown his people the power of his works, 

    giving them the lands of other nations. 
7 
The works of his hands are faithful and just; 

    all his precepts are trustworthy. 
8 
They are established for ever and ever, 

    enacted in faithfulness and uprightness. 
9 
He provided redemption for his people; 

    he ordained his covenant forever— 

    holy and awesome is his name. 
10 

The fear of the L ORD is the beginning of wisdom; 

    all who follow his precepts have good understanding. 

    To him belongs eternal praise. 
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+111&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15795b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+111&version=NIV#fen-NIV-15795b


 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 

 

OFFERTORY  

 

Doxology   UMH 95 

 

SERMON TEXT Mark 1:21-28  NIV     Jesus Drives Out an Impure Spirit 

21 
They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. 22 

The 

people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the 

law. 23 
Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an impure spirit cried out, 24 

“What do you want with 

us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 
“Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 

The impure spirit shook the man violently and came out of him  

with a shriek. 

27 
The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—and with authority! He even 

gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 
News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 

 

MESSAGE: Resisting Evil 

HYMN Be Thou My Vision, vv.1-3  UMH - 451 

1. Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;  

naught be all else to me, save that thou art.  

Thou my best thought, by day or by night,  

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

 

2. Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word;  

I ever with thee and thou with me,  

Lord; thou and thou only, first in my heart,  

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

 

3. Great God of heaven, my victory won,  

may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun!  

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,  

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

BENEDICTION  

 

POSTLUDE Solemn March , W.A. Mozart 
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