
 Week of January 17 - 24, 2021 
 
Sunday, January 17  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact  
  Dave Van Arsdale for access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service- livestreamed / recorded and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting  
Tuesday, January 19  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
  7:00 p.m. - Single Board Meeting 
Wednesday, January 20  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study - Postponed 
  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class – Zoom meeting 
Sunday, January 24  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service - livestreamed / recorded and posted online 
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services are offered exclusively online until further notice due to 
concerns with COVID-19 and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be 
limited to no more than 10 people with masks and observing safe distancing.  Check with your 
group’s leader or call the church office if you have questions. 

 

 
 

Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 
  

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 

At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 

Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, 
please remember to contact me or the church office whenever you need spiritual care.  
 

Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor William 
 

 
 

Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Human Relations Day - Sunday, January 17, 2021 
 
 

Human Relations Day is Sunday, January 17, 2021.  It is one of six Special Sundays in The United Methodist Church. 
On the Sunday before the national observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday, our denomination recognizes the 
right of all of God’s children to realize their potential as human beings in relationship with one another. 
 

Your Human Relations Day special offering will: 
 provide grants to promote ministries that respond to non-violent youth offenders through education, advocacy, or 

leadership training and development, 
 support organizations and congregations that fight economic, racial, and social injustices, 
 and provide grants to racial, ethnic, and multicultural congregations to hire community developers to empower the 

underserved. 
 

Gifts may be sent to the church, or you may donate online at:  give to UMC Fund #9024  

 
 

St. Pauly’s Shed has Reopened!! 

After being closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, St. Pauly’s Shed has reopened and they will be regularly picking 
up donated items.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it. Many thanks to all of 
you who utilize St. Pauly’s Shed.  

 

   Share a Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your words may be a source of 
comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it 
to scripture, and end with a short prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale 
at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on 
Facebook.  Thank you for sharing! 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am - Noon 

 
 



WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, January 17, 2021  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  
 

Sermon Series:  Following Jesus 
 

 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 
through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

 
 
WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE Be At Peace,  Peter Marshall  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

Jesus calls us by name to follow him. 
It is a simple call, yet often difficult as it requires us to leave places of comfort.  
As Jesus speaks to us he is also calling others, and just like the fishermen, we must leave and 
walk away from things that keep us from God.  
We are faithful travelers with Jesus.  
He has called and we have traveled far.  
We have left to be in his presence, to listen and to live.  
Amen 
 
OPENING PRAYER  
 
HYMN Spirit Song   vv. 1-2 UMH 347 
 

1. O Let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. 
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
O let him have the things that hold you, 
and his Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

 
Refrain: 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. 

 
2. O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy. 

Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 
O give him all your tears and sadness;  
Give him all your years of pain,  
and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. 
 
Refrain 

 
 
 



 
 
SCRIPTURE Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18  NIV 
1 You have searched me, Lord, 
    and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 
    you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue 
    you, Lord, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, 
    and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 
    too lofty for me to attain 

13 For you created my inmost being; 
    you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
14 I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; 
    your works are wonderful, 
    I know that full well. 
15 My frame was not hidden from you 
    when I was made in the secret place, 
    when I was woven together in the depths of the earth. 
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; 
    all the days ordained for me were written in your book 
    before one of them came to be. 
17 How precious to me are your thoughts,[a] God! 
    How vast is the sum of them! 
18 Were I to count them, 
    they would outnumber the grains of sand— 
    when I awake, I am still with you. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY  
Doxology  UMH 95 
 
SERMON TEXT John 1:43-51  NIV Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
 
43 The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him,  
“Follow me.” 
 
44 Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. 45 Philip found 
Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about 
whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+139%3A1-6%2C+13-18+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-16257a


 
46 “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. 
 

“Come and see,” said Philip. 
 
47 When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit.” 
 
48 “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. 
 

Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 
 
49 Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”  
 
50 Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see 
greater things than that.” 51 He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven 
open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” 
 
MESSAGE: Following from Dark Places 
 
HYMN Holy Spirit, Truth Divine  vv. 1-4 UMH 465 

 

1. Holy Spirit, Truth divine, 
dawn upon this soul of mine; 
Word of God and inward light, 
wake my spirit, clear my sight. 
 

2. Holy Spirit, Love divine, 
glow within this heart of mine; 
kindle every high desire; 
perish self in thy pure fire. 

 
3. Holy Spirit, Power divine, 

fill and nerve this will of mine; 
grant that I may strongly live, 
bravely bear, and nobly strive. 

 
4.   Holy Spirit, Right divine, 
      King within my conscience reign; 
      be my Lord, and I shall be 
      firmly bound, forever free. 

 
 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE Glory to God on High , George Blake 


