
 Week of January 10 - 17, 2021 
 
Sunday, January 10 8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact  
  Dave Van Arsdale for access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting  
Tuesday, January 12  2:00 p.m. - Lay Visitation Team Meeting 
  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group - Postponed - Please join us in prayer at home!  
Wednesday, January 13  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study - Postponed 
  6:30 p.m. - Disciple Light Class – Zoom meeting 
Sunday, January 17  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study  
  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. - Online Worship Service  
  3:00 p.m. - Methodist Youth Fellowship – Zoom meeting 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to concerns with COVID-19 
and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and 

observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader or call the church office if you have questions. 
 

 
 

Meet the Pastor 
Dear Friends, 
  

I greet you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! First, let me say I am honored to be serving God together with 
you here at LaPorte UMC. I look forward to working with you all as we strive to love and serve this community as we 
worship and love God together. 
 

At this time, the normal ways of getting to know each other as a new pastor and congregation are strained and 
compromised. However, it is important for me to know you all and for you to know me as we journey together. I have set 
aside some half-hour time slots to meet with you, and I hope you will take advantage of this opportunity. Please call Linda in 
the church office (440-458-5717) or by email (laporteumc@laportechurch.org) to schedule your time. Meetings may be held 
individually or as a family and can be experienced in-person at the church with social distancing measures, by social media, 
or by phone calls.  
 

Again, I hope you allow me the time to meet you and your families and loved ones.  Also, please remember to contact me 
or the church office whenever you need spiritual care. 
 

Blessings in Christ, 
Pastor William 
 

 
 

Share a Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 



St. Pauly’s Shed has Reopened!! 

After being closed due to Covid-19 restrictions, St. Pauly’s Shed has reopened and they will be regularly picking 
up donated items.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it. Many thanks to all of 
you who utilize St. Pauly’s Shed.   

 

                                       Share a Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  
Your words may be a source of comfort and strength to those who read them. If you 
would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and 
end with a short prayer.  Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale 
at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of Encouragement email is sent on 
Wednesdays, and it is also posted on Facebook.  Thank you for sharing! 
 
 

 
 
Help…Hope…Healing… 

 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van 
Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 

 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are needing offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  

(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
Church Office Hours: Monday – Thursday: 9am – 2pm; Fridays: 9am - Noon 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 



WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday, January 10 2021  

NOTICE: PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN *  
 

Sermon Series:  Following Jesus 
 
 
GATHERING  

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 
through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other. 

 
WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
PRELUDE My Shepherd Will Supply My Need, arr. Limbaugh   
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
 

Today we celebrate the baptism of Jesus. 
God proclaimed his delight in Jesus and placed His Spirit upon him. When Jesus was 
baptized a dove descended from the opening of the heavens.  
 
God proclaimed his love and adoration saying: “This is my dearly loved Son, with whom 
I am delighted.” 
 
May the joy of the Lord consume our lives.  Amen 

 
 

*OPENING PRAYER  
 
*HYMN All Creatures of Our God and King   vv. 1,3,5 62 UMH 
 
1. All creatures of our God and King, 
lift up your voice and with us sing, 
O praise ye! Alleluia! 
O brother sun with golden beam, 
O sister moon with silver gleam! 
 

Refrain:  O praise ye!  O praise ye! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3. O sister water flowing clear,  
Make music for thy Lord to hear, 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 
O brother fire who lights the night, 
Providing warmth, enhancing sight, 

(Refrain) 
 
 
 



 
SCRIPTURE Psalm 29  NIV 
 

A psalm of David. 
 
1 Ascribe to the L ORD, you heavenly beings, 
    ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Ascribe to the L ORD the glory due his name; 
    worship the LORD in the splendor of his [a] holiness. 
3 The voice of the LORD is over the waters; 
    the God of glory thunders, 
    the LORD thunders over the mighty waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; 
    the voice of the L ORD is majestic. 
5 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; 
    the LORD breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. 
6 He makes Lebanon leap like a calf, 
    Sirion[b] like a young wild ox. 
7 The voice of the LORD strikes 
    with flashes of lightning. 
8 The voice of the LORD shakes the desert; 
    the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh. 
9 The voice of the LORD twists the oaks[c] 
    and strips the forests bare. 
And in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 
10 The L ORD sits enthroned over the flood; 
    the LORD is enthroned as King forever. 
11 The L ORD gives strength to his people; 
    the LORD blesses his people with peace. 

 
PASTORAL PRAYER and LORD’S PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY  
 
*Doxology UMH 95 
 
*SERMON TEXT Mark 1:4-11 NIV 
 
4 And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem went out to 
him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing 
made of camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7 And this was his message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but he will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

9 At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Just 
as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit 
descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I 
love; with you I am well pleased.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14311a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14315b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+29&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14318c


MESSAGE: God Proclaims 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 
 
*HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth vv. 1,2,6 92 UMH 
 

1. For the beauty of the earth, 
for the glory of the skies, 
for the love which from our birth 
over and around us lies; 

Refrain: Lord of all, to thee we raise 
this our hymn of grateful praise. 

2. For the beauty of each hour 
of the day and of the night, 
hill and vale, and tree and flower, 
sun and moon, and stars of light; (Refrain) 

6. For thyself, best Gift Divine, 
to the world so freely given, 
for that great, great love of thine, 
peace on earth, and joy in heaven: (Refrain) 

 
BENEDICTION  
 
POSTLUDE Go Therefore, R. K. Smith 
 


