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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday July 19, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Prelude  Wolfgang Mozart 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

In the midst of strife, 

In the anguish and grief of everyday living,  

In our running away, hiding, brokenness, apprehension, and incomprehension, 

GOD IS WITH US!!! 

So, let us stop for a moment to be rooted and grounded in love. 

Let us take time to find our true selves  

in the wide, long, high, and deep love of Christ.  

Let us open our hearts and spirits to the Lord. 

Let us approach the presence of God with confidence and hope.  

Let us surrender our whole being in praise and prayer. 

May we be filled to overflowing with the fullness only God provides. 

Let us worship!!! 

* HYMN Surely the Presence of the Lord (2X) UMH 328 

Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 
I can feel His mighty power and His grace. 
I can hear the brush of angels' wings. 
I see glory on each face. 
Surely the presence of the Lord is in this place. 

* OPENING PRAYER  

SCRIPTURE READING Romans 8:12-25 NIV 
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12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to 

live according to it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the 

Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you 

received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit 

you received brought about your adoption to sonship.[a]And by him we 

cry, “Abba,[b] Father.” 16 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 

children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with 

Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his 

glory. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 

will be revealed in us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of 

God to be revealed. 20 For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own 

choice, but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that[c] the creation itself 

will be liberated from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory 

of the children of God. 

22 We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth 

right up to the present time. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits 

of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to sonship, the 

redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is 

no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 25 But if we hope for what we 

do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. 

PROFESSION OF FAITH  
Reprinted by permission from The Worship Resource Book, Second Edition, © 2013, Faith Alive Christian Resources 

Our hope for a new creation is not tied to what humans can do, 

for we believe that one day every challenge to God’s rule will be crushed. 

[God’s kin-dom] will fully come, and the Lord will rule. 

We long for that day when our bodies are raised, the Lord wipes away our 

tears, and we dwell forever in the presence of God. 

We will take our place in the new creation, 

where there will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, 

and the Lord will be our light. 

Come, Lord Jesus, Come! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-25+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-25+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28132b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A12-25+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28138c
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HYMN Lead Me, Guide Me TFWS 2214 

Verse 1  
I am weak and I need Thy strength and power,  
To help me over my weakest hour.  
Let me through the darkness Thy face to see,  
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.  
 
Chorus  
Lead me, guide me along the way,  
For if you lead me I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee.  
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.  
 
Verse 2  
Help me tread in the paths of righteousness.  
Be my aid when Satan and sin oppress.  
I am putting all my trust in Thee:  
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.  
 
Chorus  
Lead me, guide me along the way,  
For if you lead me I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee.  
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.  

Verse 3  
I am lost if you take your hand from me,  
I am blind without Thy light to see.  
Lord just always let me thy servant be,  
Lead me, oh Lord lead me. 

Chorus  
Lead me, guide me along the way,  
For if you lead me I cannot stray.  
Lord, let me walk each day with Thee.  
Lead me, oh Lord lead me.  

* SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 NIV 

1 You have searched me, Lord, 

    and you know me. 
2 You know when I sit and when I rise; 
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    you perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3 You discern my going out and my lying down; 

    you are familiar with all my ways. 
4 Before a word is on my tongue 

    you, Lord, know it completely. 
5 You hem me in behind and before, 

    and you lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 

    too lofty for me to attain. 
7 Where can I go from your Spirit? 

    Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I go up to the heavens, you are there; 

    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 
9 If I rise on the wings of the dawn, 

    if I settle on the far side of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will guide me, 

    your right hand will hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 

    and the light become night around me,” 
12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; 

    the night will shine like the day, 

    for darkness is as light to you. 
23 Search me, God, and know my heart; 

    test me and know my anxious thoughts. 
24 See if there is any offensive way in me, 

    and lead me in the way everlasting. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God,  

this morning we use the words of the psalmist  

and ask you to search, test, and know our hearts and thoughts. 

Many times, we don’t want to confess. 

We don’t want to own up to the many ways 

in which we have failed to be your faithful disciples. 

We need your help to name those behaviors, thoughts, and actions 

that are destructive to us and others.  

We confess that sin defeats and mocks us many times.  
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The lure of riches and power divert our eyes away from you.  

The craving of temporary pleasures renders us poor stewards  

of the resources and relationships you have entrusted to our care. 

Our unwillingness to look into our hearts leads us to project onto others 

the brokenness within. 

Forgive us, Lord! Heal us!  

Turn our hearts back toward you,  

and, lead us in the way everlasting.  

A moment of silence … 

These things we ask in Jesus’ Name.  

AMEN. 

* OFFERTORY Doxology UMH 95 

* PASTORAL PRAYER 

SPECIAL MUSIC As the Deer Victoria Jackson 

* SCRIPTURE READINGS Genesis 28:10-19a NIV 

10 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran. 11 When he reached a certain place, he 

stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there, he put 

it under his head and lay down to sleep. 12 He had a dream in which he saw a 

stairway resting on the earth, with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God 

were ascending and descending on it.13 There above it[a] stood the Lord, and he said: 

“I am the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. I will give you 

and your descendants the land on which you are lying. 14 Your descendants will be 

like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the 

north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your 

offspring.[b] 15 I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will 

bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have 

promised you.” 

16 When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the Lord is in this place, and 

I was not aware of it.” 17 He was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This is 

none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+28%3A10-19a+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-787a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+28%3A10-19a+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-788b
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18 Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set it 

up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. 19 He called that place Bethel,[c] though the 

city used to be called Luz. 

SERMON Always Pursuing God 

HYMN Nearer, My God, to Thee UMH 528 

1 Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  
E'en though it be a cross that raiseth me,  
still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  

2 Though like the wanderer, the sun gone down,  
darkness be over me, my rest a stone;  
yet in my dreams I'd be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  

3 There let the way appear, steps unto heaven;  
all that thou sendest me, in mercy given;  
angels to beckon me  
nearer, my God, to thee;  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  

4 Then, with my waking thoughts bright with thy praise,  
out of my stony griefs Bethel I'll raise;  
so by my woes to be  
nearer, my God, to thee;  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee!  

5 Or if, on joyful wing cleaving the sky,  
sun, moon, and stars forgot, upward I fly,  
still all my song shall be,  
nearer, my God, to thee;  
nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE Postlude D. Kabalevsky 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+28%3A10-19a+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-793c

