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Week of August 16 - 23, 2020 
 
Today, Sunday, August 16 Our worship service is livestreamed as well as recorded and posted online after the in-

person gathering. 

Tuesday, August 18  1:00 p.m. - MYF Meeting (at LaPorte) 

  6:18 p.m. - Prayer Group (live on Facebook) 

Wednesday, August 19  9:30 a.m. - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 

Thursday, August 20  9:30 a.m. – Prayer Time (via zoon, please contact Pastor Luigi for access information at 

pastor@laportechurch.org 

Friday, August 21 10:30 a.m. - Nominating Committee Meeting (via Zoom) 

Saturday, August 22 11:00 a.m. - Clothe-a-Kid Distribution at LaPorte 

Sunday, August 23  8:00 a.m. - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 

  9:00 a.m. - Adult Bible Study (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 

 11:00 a.m. –Worship Service led by THAT Band (outdoors, weather permitting) 

 Our worship service will be livestreamed as well as recorded and posted online after the 

in-person gathering. 

 
 

Share a “Special Moment” 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts in worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment” on Sundays where 

people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a 

testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this moment is to allow you an opportunity to 

edify others in 5 minutes or less.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area, or you may call the church 

office. 

 
LaPorte welcomes back THAT Band to lead us in worship! 

Next Sunday, August 23 - 11:00 a.m. (rescheduled from August 30) 
  *outdoors, weather permitting 

 

THAT Band started as a worship team at a local church in Willard OH.  
Once they started getting invited to play in various places,  
the group thought it was time for a name for themselves.  

THAT band is what stuck.  
THAT band is based on Acts 17:28: Through Him All Things. 

 
 

 

 

Worship Schedule Through September 
 

In the Sanctuary:  1st and 3rd Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Without Walls – 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 Worship with us on our back lawn.  Bring a chair, if you wish. 

Note:  If there are changes every effort will be made to let you know by the Friday preceding the 
worship service. 
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WORSHIP GUIDE 
Sunday August 16, 2020 

NOTICE:  PLEASE STAND IF YOU ARE ABLE ON THE ITEMS MARKED WITH AN * 

GATHERING 

We invite you to give your full and undivided attention to the presence of God as revealed 

through Scripture, music, prayers, and the presence of each other.  

WELCOMING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE Hymne Vangelis 

* CALL TO WORSHIP 

We see light, hope, and joy; 

We bring heart, soul, mind, and body; 

We share blessings and fears; 

We bring faith and doubt; 

With all that we are and all that we have, 

Let us worship God. 

* HYMN Jesus, Joy of Our Desiring 644 UMH 

1 Jesus, joy of our desiring,  

holy wisdom, love most bright;  

drawn by thee, our souls aspiring  

soar to uncreated light.  

Word of God, our flesh that fashioned,  

with the fire of life impassioned,  

striving still to truth unknown, 

soaring, dying round thy throne.  

2 Through the way where hope is guiding, 

hark, what peaceful music rings;  

where the flock, in thee confiding,  

drink of joy from deathless springs.  

Theirs is beauty's fairest pleasure;  
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theirs is wisdom's holiest treasure.  

Thou dost ever lead thine own  

in the love of joys unknown. 

* OPENING PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 52:7-10 NIV 

7 How beautiful on the mountains 

    are the feet of those who bring good news, 

who proclaim peace, 

    who bring good tidings, 

    who proclaim salvation, 

who say to Zion, 

    “Your God reigns!” 

8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 

    together they shout for joy. 

When the Lord returns to Zion, 

    they will see it with their own eyes. 

9 Burst into songs of joy together, 

    you ruins of Jerusalem, 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 

    he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

10 The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 

    in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth will see 

    the salvation of our God. 

* HYMN Count Your Blessings 

1 When upon life's billows you are tempest tossed, 

When you are discouraged, thinking all is lost, 

Count your many blessings, name them one by one, 

And it will surprise you what the Lord hath done.  

Refrain: 

Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your blessings, see what God hath done; 
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Count your blessings, name them one by one; 

Count your many blessings, see what God hath done. 

2 Are you ever burdened with a load of care? 

Does the cross seem heavy you are called to bear? 

Count your many blessings, ev'ry doubt will fly, 

And you will be singing as the days go by. [Refrain] 

3 When you look at others with their lands and gold, 

Think that Christ has promised you His wealth untold; 

Count your many blessings, money cannot buy 

Your reward in heaven, nor your home on high. [Refrain] 

4 So, amid the conflict, whether great or small, 

Do not be discouraged, God is over all; 

Count your many blessings, angels will attend, 

Help and comfort give you to your journey's end. [Refrain] 

TIME FOR CONFESSION 

In our faith journey, we are invited to consider how we live as followers of Christ. We 
are called to self-examination, to look at our decisions and our actions straight on, to 
hold them up to the example of Christ, and to make amends. So let us make our 
confession, first in silent prayer. 

SCRIPTURE READING 1 Peter 1:3-9 NIV 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 

given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This 

inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 who through faith are shielded by God’s 

power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 

time. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had 

to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 

genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 

refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is 

revealed. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not 

see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious 

joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
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HYMN In the Garden 314 UMH 

1. I come to the garden alone 

while the dew is still on the roses, 

and the voice I hear falling on my ear 

the Son of God discloses. 

Refrain: 

And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 

and he tells me I am his own; 

and the joy we share as we tarry there, 

none other has ever known. 

2. He speaks, and the sound of his voice, 

is so sweet the birds hush their singing, 

and the melody that he gave to me 

within my heart is ringing. (Refrain) 

3. I’d stay in the garden with him 

though the night around me be falling, 

but he bids me go; thru the voice of woe 

his voice to me is calling. (Refrain) 

MORNING PRAYER  

* SCRIPTURE READINGS James 1:2-6, 12-17 NIV 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to 

all without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must 

believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown 

and tossed by the wind. 

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that 

person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love 

him. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+1&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30269a
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13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be 

tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they 

are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed.15 Then, after desire has 

conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death. 

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is 

from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not 

change like shifting shadows. 

SERMON Restore the Joy 

SONG Joy by Rend Collective 

BENEDICTION God Be With You 673 UMH 

POSTLUDE An Affirmation of Faith Franklin Ritter 


