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Why Disasters? 
Luke 13:1-9 NIV 

The recent tragic events in our country brought me to the scripture we are examining this 

morning. As I was reading the passage, I couldn’t help but think of the millennial question: Why 

do bad things happen? Why are there disasters and tragedies in the world? Why so much pain 

and suffering?  

These questions were not the only things that came to mind. I was reminded of actual events that 

we have witnessed in the last couple of years. As I read and pondered this morning’s scripture, I 

found a great parallel to our reality. 

Jesus was approached by some people. They had a question. Perhaps, not even a question but a 

comment to make. Some people from the town of Galilee had been killed by Pilate. The 

Galileans where offering sacrifices when they became victims of a violent act. 

Let’s say these Galileans were offering sacrifices to the One, true, and living God. That was a 

good thing. They were worshipping God. Yet, in the middle of their worship they were killed.  

This biblical episode reminds me of the Charleston Church shooting in June 2015. A group of 

people were worshipping God through Bible study when they were killed by a domestic terrorist. 

Like the Galileans, the blood of these Christians was mixed with their worship.  

In times such as these, amid the pain and the distress, we are left with a question: Why do bad 

things happen? 

Let’s be more critical. At first sight, we can assume that the Galileans were offering sacrifices to 

the One, true, and living God, but they could have been offering sacrifices to other gods. The 

Bible does not say to whom they were offering the sacrifices. It would not be hard to imagine 

that these Galileans were worshipping other gods.  

At this point in time, there were many religions that had a system of sacrifices. We know from 

the scriptures that the Israelites had been involved in idolatrous worship in the past, which 

included sacrificing to other gods.  

Some people would say: “There you go. These Galileans were not obedient to God. They were 

sinful, and that’s why they got killed.” But Jesus, with the wisdom of Almighty God, questioned 

in a powerful way that kind of mentality.  

“Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans because they 

suffered this way?” (v. 2). Then, Jesus went on and asked one more question: “[tell me about] 

those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think they were more 

guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? (v. 4).  
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If Jesus were to ask this question today, he would have say something like: Do you think that 

people who die and suffer because of gun violence and natural disasters are guiltier than 

everyone else who is safe and alive? Again, in times such as these, amid the pain and the distress 

left by tragedies, we are left with a question: Why do bad things happen? 

This is how Jesus responded to the people that came to him: “I tell you, no! [Those who died in 

the massacre and in the disaster of the Tower of Siloam are not worse sinners than anybody 

else]” (vv. 3, 5). 

Here is what I learned from Jesus’s words. Our fortunes and misfortunes, our sorrows and our 

safety, are not necessarily indicators of how good or bad we are. We live in a broken world 

where no one is exempt from suffering and tragedies. Our broken existence makes us vulnerable 

to illnesses, injustice and heartbreaks. All these things are part of our broken reality. As the 

hymn says:  

God hath not promised smooth roads and wide, 

Swift, easy travel, needing no guide; 

Never a mountain, rocky and steep, 

Never a river, turbid and deep. 

I love the words of Jesus and how he addressed this situation. Coming from a culture where you 

are considered the main culprit of your misfortunes, I find the words of Jesus to be an alleviating 

balm for the soul. I remember questioning myself severely every time things did not go well: 

What am I doing wrong? What can I do better? Am I not pleasing God? Am I too sinful? 

Probably you have asked the same questions. 

Please, do not misunderstand what I am saying. I do believe that it is good to engage in self-

examination, and to be honest with ourselves, but don’t beat yourselves up. It is good to be 

proactive and see if our habits and behaviors can cause us trouble, but know that there are 

circumstances that are beyond our control and are not the outcome of our doings.  

Life happens! We can have bad weeks, months and even years, but not all of our misfortunes 

happen because we are worse than everybody else. Your illness is not necessarily the result of 

your past. Your loss does not necessarily mean that you did something wrong or that it is God’s 

will. We live in a broken world and suffering is part of our existence.  

This text makes me think about a few things. It makes me think about the fact that we should 

come to God not with the mentality that God will give us sunny days all year long, but with the 

confidence that God, in his loving grace, has given us everything we need to cope with whatever 

comes our way.   

This text makes me think about the tragedies we face. The Bible says that “our present sufferings 

are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us” (Romans 8:18). That “our 
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light and temporary affliction is producing for us an eternal glory that far outweighs our 

troubles” (2 Corinthians 4:17). The Bible says that our “suffering produces perseverance; 

perseverance, character; and character, hope” (Romans 5:3-4).  

Here is what I learned from these Bible verses. God is not a wasteful God. Here is what I mean 

by that: God does not waste anything, including our sufferings, even when we don’t like them.  

I want you to remember this. Suffering should not only remind you of the brokenness of the 

world. Suffering is also a sign that we are being redeemed and liberated from such a brokenness. 

Even when suffering is not part of God’s original design, the Lord uses everything to work for 

the good of those who love him. 

God is in the business of transforming and making all things new. God will not substitute your 

situation; God will transform it. God will use what you have and turn it into something fruitful. 

God will transform your sorrow into joy; your desperation into assurance, your scarcity into 

abundance; your bitterness into kindness; injustices into rightness; your mortality into 

immortality. The old into new.  

We come to God not to have a trouble-free life. We come to God out of gratitude, because God, 

in the person of Jesus Christ, has redeemed our troubles, restored our lives, and is making all 

things new.  

So, Jesus is saying to his audience: life happens, and regardless of life circumstances you should 

repent and seek harmony with God. When it is going well, seek harmony with God. When it is 

not going well, seek harmony with God.  

I think the text is telling us, life is delicate. So, let us seek to live life as God demands. Let us 

seek comfort and relief in God. Let’s run to God and make our first step a prayer of repentance. 

And, as we continue to run, let us produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  

I said that God has not promised smooth roads, but let me tell you:  

… God hath promised strength for the day, 

Rest for the labor, light for the way, 

Grace for the trials, help from above, 

Unfailing sympathy, undying love. 

Come to Jesus! Seek peace with God! I cannot guarantee you a perfect life; but I guarantee you a 

transformed life; a life on its way to perfection.  

The Word of God for the people of God… 


