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Turn to the Living God 
Acts 14:8-20 

This story reminds me of the story that appears in Acts 4. The account of John and Peter 

encountering the lame man at the temple, sitting at the Beautiful Gate. This is a similar, but 

different story.  

Paul was on his first missionary journey visiting the town of Lystra when he came across this 

man who was lame from birth. As Paul was preaching, he spotted this man who was physically 

challenged among the crowd.  

Paul not only saw the man, but he really noticed the man. There was something about this person 

that caught the attention of the apostle. His twisted legs were not what made this person stand out 

among the crowd. What made the lame man peculiar was that he had the faith to be healed.  

There is an interesting detail in this section of the Scriptures. The Bible says that Paul looked 

directly into this man's eyes and saw that he had faith to be healed. I love the fact that Paul was 

able to see something in this man that perhaps not many people had seen before. 

This man is not the only one that is peculiar in this story. Paul and Barnabas are also unique 

people. Part of what makes them unique is the presence of God in their lives. 

We all are unique individuals. However, there is something about having the presence of God in 

our lives. God’s presence makes us radiate a brilliance that is way different than worldly 

brightness. 

From the Biblical story, I can see that people who are full of God let God’s light shine through 

them. And in the brightness of such light, they can see what others cannot see. People who are 

full of the Spirit can see beyond appearances. People who are full of God’s presence see beyond 

sight. 

The Bible is full of examples. You may remember… 

● Peter who saw the winds as he walked on water… People who are full of God’s presence 

see beyond sight… 

● Elisha not only saw the army that was against him; he was able to see the army of angels 

that was for him… People who are full of God’s presence see beyond sight… 

● Paul saw the lame-from-birth man… but he not only saw his physical brokenness; he saw 

the faith of the man…  

Paul was able to see the potential inside this man - a potential that was hidden to the naked eye of 

most people in town. I believe that Paul is telling us that people who are full of God’s presence 

see beyond sight. 
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Seeing beyond sight is not ignoring current conditions. It is recognizing what is, but it is also 

recognizing what the potential might be. I believe that’s exactly what is happening in this 

passage. Paul is not only seeing an individual with a physical limitation. The apostle is seeing a 

candidate for God’s healing and redemption. 

In that regard, Paul is teaching us the lesson that God’s light helps us see beyond limitations so 

we may focus on the wonderful opportunities ahead. But, Paul is not the only one who has a 

lesson to teach in this passage. There is a beautiful lesson that we can learn from the lame person 

as well.  

I usually tell my children that there are people around us that are ready to help us get up and 

walk out of limiting situations. The question we all need to answer is this: would they see in us 

the faith that will tell them we want to be healed? Even in the midst of your brokenness, are you 

letting the “I-want-to-get-well longing” shine through you? Paul is shining God’s light, but the 

lame man is also signaling his willingness and readiness to receive God’s healing grace.  

It is in the intersection of God’s light and human willingness and readiness to receive God’s 

amazing Grace where great miracles happen. I am not afraid to tell people this: Regardless of 

where you find yourself in the walk of life, anytime you come into the light of God with a 

willing heart, you will be made whole. 

David put it this way, “a broken and contrite heart you, God, will not despise” (Psalm 51:17 

NIV). Surely, God does not despise a heart that is willing to receive God’s healing grace. We can 

see this truth reflected in today’s story: 

“Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed and called out, ‘Stand up 

on your feet!’ At that, the man jumped up and began to walk” (Acts 14:9-10 NIV). 

Something very interesting happened right after the miracle took place. The people in town 

mistook Paul and Barnabas, simple human beings, for gods. The people of Lystra idolized and 

idealized Paul and Barnabas. They couldn’t see beyond sight. They could not see that they were 

just instruments in the hands of God. 

This part of the story tells me of the human proclivity to idolize certain individuals, and 

sometimes even things. This part of the story tells me that we overemphasize the presence and 

qualities of some individuals while we understate the value of others. Sometimes, we do this 

with teachers, family members, leaders in the community, our nation and the world.  

What seems interesting and ironic to me is that the same people who are idealizing Paul and 

Barnabas never saw the gift of faith in the lame man.  

We have to be very careful and understand that many times our admiration for some people can 

blind us to the gifts of others. I am not saying that you should not admire people. What I am 
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saying is that we need to be very careful and try our best to not make our appreciation for some 

individuals the blinders that keep us from seeing the gifts and graces of others.  

Here is a practical example… This is a real threat to many churches. There are times when our 

appreciation for some pastors makes us blind to the gifts and graces of other ministers. There are 

times when our appreciation leads us to engage in unhealthy comparisons. This may prevent us 

from seeing the blessings flowing through each individual in unique ways. 

I have to tell you this. In the 195 years of history of this church -since 1825-, all the pastors who 

have been part of this faith community, all of us, with our strengths and weaknesses, have had 

the same goal in mind: to bring you good news and help you turn to the Living God. 

That’s exactly what Paul and Barnabas did as the people tried to offer sacrifices to them. “They 

tore their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? 

We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these 

worthless things to the living God… 18 Even with these words, they had difficulty keeping the 

crowd from sacrificing to them” (Acts 14:14-18 NIV). 

Then, something very interesting happened. The Bible says that “some Jews came from Antioch 

and Iconium and won the crowd over” (v. 19). All of a sudden, the people who wanted to offer 

sacrifices to Paul and Barnabas turned around and were trying to sacrifice Paul and Barnabas. 

What an irony!!! The Bible says, “They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking 

he was dead” (v. 19).  

What in the world happened here? Certainly, people changed their perceptions in a heartbeat. 

I don’t know if this has happened to you, but I have seen people who show admiration becoming 

the worst antagonists. Perhaps, it is because you are not acting like they think you should. I don’t 

pretend to know all the reasons behind this behavior. However, I see something at work in the 

people of Lystra. 

The people of Lystra lacked spiritual discernment. Their lack of spiritual discernment made them 

miss the gifts of the lame person. The same lack of spiritual discernment made them idolize Paul 

and Barnabas. It was the lack of spiritual discernment that made them vulnerable to the agenda 

of some Jews. It was the lack of spiritual discernment that made these people a simple flip-flop 

switch that could be turned on and off, for and against the disciples. 

Here is a principle I learn from the Scriptures… If you don’t have spiritual discernment, you 

won’t be grounded in God’s truth and you will be swept and tossed by any waves of 

comments that come your way... 

Here is my most sincere advice to you this morning… 

● Turn to the Living God… 
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● Be filled with God’s presence… let God’s light shine through you and in the brightness 

of such light see the gifts that others have to offer… 

● Shine God’s light, but also let your willingness and readiness to receive God’s healing 

grace stand out for all to see. 

● Don’t idolize people… love people. Remember, God does not want us to idolize 

anybody. God wants us to love everybody regardless of their gifts and flaws… 

● Seek spiritual wisdom. That will keep you grounded in God’s truth and will help you 

discern what God wants you to be in the world. 

May God’s peace be with you all… 

Amen… 


