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One of my favorite Bible verses comes from the Book of Psalms. I don’t know exactly when 

David penned these words. However, I can clearly see the king writing this song after 

experiencing many conflicts in his own life. “How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God's 

people to live together in harmony!” (Psalm 133:1). 

For me, these words are more than an affirmation. Even though it is truly pleasant and wonderful 

to live together in harmony, I hear David’s words not simply as a declaration. I perceive in these 

words a longing for peace. I hear in the king’s voice a deep desire for something that was hard to 

find. That was “living together in harmony.” After going from battlefield to battlefield, after 

growing used to the smell of blood, after experiencing profound brokenness in his own family 

and the people he loved, I can hear David intoning with a yearning in his voice, “How wonderful 

it is, how pleasant, for God's people to live together in harmony!” 

I guess we all have been there. You probably remember that season full of nerve-racking 

tensions and burdensome divisiveness. You probably remember how heavy and taxing the whole 

situation was. Perhaps, you remember when you sang or whispered, due to lack of strength, the 

ancient song, “how great and wonderful it is to live together in harmony!” 

Our days are full of those difficult moments. Most of us are tired of the injustices and 

divisiveness that we see in the world. We witness on an almost day-to-day basis one side 

labeling and stigmatizing the other: racists, communists, irrational, immoral, greedy, lazy, 

controlling, patronizing and the list goes on. So, I have no doubt that David’s song strikes a 

chord with all of us. You have probably been intoning with a yearning voice, “How wonderful it 

is, how pleasant, for God's people to live together in harmony!” 

Here is something important I think we all need to keep in mind. We were created to live in 

community and to have harmony. A community in constant discord is headed to desolation. 

Jesus said it clearly, “A divided kingdom ends in ruin. A city or home divided against itself 

cannot stand” (Matthew 12:25 TLB). So, as God’s people, we are not only to foster community. 

We need to seek harmony as well.   

But, what exactly is harmony? 

Harmony does not imply sameness. Musically speaking, harmony is the coming together of 

different notes to form a much fuller sound. So, when I hear the words of David, I hear more 

than a declaration. I hear more than a sense of longing. In the first verse of Psalm 133, I also hear 

the reminder that living in harmony requires the presence of diverse sounds.  
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With that thought in mind, let me ask you this. Are you living in harmony with others? Are you 

letting other tonalities join your voice to make a much fuller sound? Or, would you rather have 

everyone else singing in unison with you?  

When I was in my late teens and early twenties, I used to sing in a choir. If you have been part of 

a choir, you will be able to identify with what I am about to say. During my choir singing years, I 

learned a couple of things. The first lesson I learned was this. Even when I knew my part, many 

times I was carried away by the melody or some other part (now, you know how good of a singer 

I am).  

Hearing other people’s voices threw me off. By the way, this not only happened to me in the 

choir room. We all know that this can also happen in everyday life, right? Listening to people 

vocalizing different notes (opinions, views, principles) can be off-putting. Yet, choir taught me 

that a fuller sound is achieved when all the parts come together as one piece.  

During those years, I learned that other choir members had similar experiences to mine. They 

also struggled. Yet, we struggled together. And I believe that’s part of the process of making 

harmony. We struggle together, perhaps with one another, not against each other.  

It was during those years I concluded that learning to harmonize is hard work. It requires lots of 

practice. I learned that my voice is important; it plays a vital role. It brings a distinct brightness 

and sharpness. Nevertheless, this was true for every single voice in the choir.  

I also learned that I can sing the wrong note and make everyone else around me sound awful.  

This principle also applied to everyone else in the choir. I learned that I had to listen closely to 

the voices of others while staying true to my part. I learned that even though my voice is 

important, that does not mean it has to be the loudest at all times. I learned we were at our best 

when we came together with our unique tonalities to create a fuller sound. That’s harmony! 

The Church is similar to a choir. As a global community, we have many different voices. Now, it 

would not be realistic to say that we have always lived in harmony. I cannot say that we always 

sing our parts flawlessly and that we perfectly complement each other.  

We have tried hard and we have failed badly. In our frustrations, we have invited and even 

pressured others to forget their parts and sing with us in unison. We have been influenced by and 

contributed to the divisiveness so prevalent in the world. And like David, we have also intoned 

with longing in our souls, “How wonderful it is, how pleasant, for God's people to live together 

in harmony!” 

On a day like this, we remember that we are a choir with many voices, yet still ONE choir. We 

remember that we are one body with many parts, yet still ONE body. We remember that we all 

are equally needed and important. We remember that even though we deal with painful fractures, 
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we are called to be a people that foster community and seek harmony. However, we cannot do 

this alone.  

When Jesus prayed for you and me, the core of his intercession was for us to be one. Jesus said, 

“Father, may all who will believe in me be one, just as you are in me and I am in you… May they 

also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me… may they be brought to 

complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have 

loved me.” 

In a world that we all know is so divided, I find great comfort in knowing that Jesus Christ is 

interceding on our behalf so that we can find unity and live in harmony. That’s GREAT 

NEWS!!! Yet, it would be selfish to think that Jesus is asking for the unity of the church only for 

the benefit of the church. It’s true that Jesus asked for our unity. Still, he did it so that we, as a 

united body, could lead others to the true source of oneness. However, at times, we do otherwise.  

When we engage in practices that deepen fractures and further divide us, we are not letting the 

words of Jesus go deep in our hearts and flow through us. When we contribute to divisive 

narratives, we overlook our call as followers of Christ. In those moments, we are not contributing 

to that fuller sound called harmony.  

Church, achieving harmony as a worldwide “choir” requires us to have God as the director. We 

need to make Jesus the key that keeps us all in tune, and the Holy Spirit needs to be the beat that 

carries us forward as one. We need to abide in God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy 

Spirit in order to achieve true harmony. 

Jesus said, “My prayer is … also for those who will believe in me … may they be one, Father … I 

in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity.”  

What does it mean to be in Christ and Christ in us? Let me answer that question with the words 

we read earlier this morning from the Scriptures. Listen again to Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase 

of Paul’s letter to the church in Philippi. 

1-4 If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made any difference in 

your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means anything to you, if you have a heart, if you 

care— then do me a favor: Agree with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. 

Don’t push your way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and 

help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage…  

5-8 Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself… He didn’t claim special 

privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, obedient death—and 

the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion. 
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12-13 What I’m getting at, friends, is that you should … live in responsive obedience… Be 

energetic in your life of salvation, reverent and sensitive before God. That energy 

is God’s energy, an energy deep within you, God himself willing and working at what will give 

him the most pleasure.” Philippians 2 

When I think of the words of David, I remember that we are not the only ones longing for 

harmonious living. David had the same longing. Jesus also prayed for us to live together in 

harmony. And, I believe that Jesus is still interceding on our behalf. The Lord is still praying that 

we may be one. Jesus says, “Father … I in them and you in me—so that they may be brought to 

complete unity.” 

I hope for all of us to be transformed by Jesus’ prayer. Amen. 


