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April 18, 2015  

Sermon:  “Things  to Know About Jesus” 

 

2nd Reading – Luke 24:36-48 

 
36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, “Peace be with you.”[l] 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that 

they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do 

doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. 

Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I 

have.” 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

feet.[m] 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 

them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled 

fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence. 

 

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46 and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah[n] is to suffer 

and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of 

sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses[o] of these things. 49 And see, I am sending upon 

you what my Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed 

with power from on high.” 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26018l
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26022m
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26028n
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=luke+24&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26030o
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“Things You Need to Know About Jesus” 

We can all recall those pearls of wisdom that, during our youth, our parents, 

teachers, Scout Leaders, and anyone that had an influence on us, implanted in our 

minds and hearts.   Some of those pearls of wisdom are: 

▪ Don’t hit other people 

▪ Play fair, even with your brother or sister 

▪ Always share and give freely 

▪ If you moved it, put it back. 

▪ Clean up your own mess; don’t expect others to clean your messes. 

▪ Don’t take things that aren’t yours. 

▪ If you hurt somebody, apologize (even if it is true) 

▪ Wash your hands before you eat. 

▪ Always warm your cookies before have them with your milk. 

▪ Treat others as you want to be treated. 

I know if we took more time we could list many more, much of which, like the 

ones listed today,  have roots in solid wisdom.  

I want to set the scene for you. Jesus and his disciples – the twelve – spent quite a 

lot of time together during Jesus’ earthly ministry. And during that time, the 

disciples learned much from Jesus, a great many things from his words and his 

deeds. But so often, the disciples were presented as NOT understanding what Jesus 

was teaching them, not understanding what Jesus was really about, not 

understanding what their role would be after Jesus was gone (probably because 

they never quite understood that Jesus would BE gone.) And then, Jesus died.  
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And there the disciples were…still not quite understanding all that had happened 

over the past three years. And then Jesus was resurrected, and the disciples 

were…still not quite understanding all that had happened. 

That’s the setting of our gospel reading today... Luke doesn’t set the scene with the 

same words, but that’s the scene being described. It is the first day of the week; it 

is evening on the very first Easter Sunday. Luke has just told us that a couple of 

Jesus’ disciples had a resurrection encounter with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, 

and they were so amazed by it they decided to go to Jerusalem – that same night – 

traveling 6 to 8 miles on FOOT, at a pretty fast rate to get to the 11 disciples– the 

12 minus Judas – that same evening. So there they were – the 11 together with the 

two disciples who encountered Jesus on the road to Emmaus, talking about that 

experience, when Jesus suddenly appeared before them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” 

If you’re wondering why I spent so much time providing the context for today’s 

reading, it is this: when Jesus appeared before those disciples, those disciples who 

obviously STILL didn’t get it, those disciples who were startled and terrified at 

what they SHOULD have known, Jesus found himself in a very unique position. 

He was going to entrust the future of everything he had been trying to accomplish 

to THOSE disciples…and all disciples who would come after them. So, as you can 

imagine, what Jesus chose to do in that instant was CRITICAL. He needed to do 

something to ensure that the disciples would easily grasp everything they needed to 

know about him, what he was about, what he wanted them to do and be. He needed 

to do something – in just a brief period of time – to help them GRASP what three 

years of teaching and three years of being in his presence hadn’t yet helped them 

grasp. It has been said that Jesus, in this most CRITICAL moment of ministry with 
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his disciples, that day, taught all those disciples – and all disciples who would 

follow, which means US – what they needed to know about Jesus through his 

words and through his actions.  

The FIRST thing we learn is that Jesus brings peace to the anxious. Think for 

a moment what we already know from John Gospel– the disciples were anxious 

that night. They were locked away in a room out of fear. And Jesus appeared and 

said, “Peace be with you.” Then, when the disciples responded to Jesus’ offering of 

peace by being startled and terrified, Jesus did everything he could to calm them 

some more. 

During the season of Advent each year, we are reminded that the kind of peace 

Jesus came to bring was MORE than the absence of war. It was more than people 

getting along. It was ALSO an inner peace, the knowledge that God loves you and 

cares for you and will take care of you. It is a freedom from misplaced anxiety. 

How much better would our lives be if we could really accept the peace Jesus 

offers and truly place our trust in God? It would allow us to no longer worry about 

what we will eat or drink, so that we will no longer worry about the powers of this 

world that produce chaos, so that we will no longer worry about things that are 

pretty much out of our control anyway, like the price of gas or even who’s going to 

run for public office. “Peace…be with you.” 

The SECOND thing we learn is that God really DID resurrect Jesus from the 

dead.  Luke goes through quite a bit of effort to tell us how Jesus PROVED this. 

The disciples seem to have been afraid that Jesus was a spirit, a ghost…THAT’S 

why Jesus asked for something to eat in front of them. THAT’S why Jesus 
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instructed the disciples to TOUCH him. It was all about proving to them that Jesus 

was, in fact, RESURRECTED from death. 

Does that matter in your life, is it a pivotal point of your faith? Does it matter that 

Jesus was more than a mere ghost or spirit? I’ve known some people – some 

Christians –for whom it wouldn’t really matter. (And I do not understand how that 

is ok for them.)  But I believe this is important, if for no other reason than as a 

confirmation that Jesus’ words are truthful, a confirmation that we can TRUST 

Jesus. Three times Jesus had told his disciples he would be resurrected…and it 

seems that in order for the disciples to trust Jesus’ words – ALL of them – so that 

Jesus’ words could guide THEIR ministries; they needed confirmation that what 

Jesus had told them was true. 

Which brings me to the THIRD thing we learn about Jesus in this passage: 

Jesus’ resurrection should HAUNT us, his followers.  When Jesus appeared 

before those disciples, they were startled and terrified. Similarly, we should be 

haunted by Jesus’ resurrection. And, by “haunted,” I mean we should remember 

often in a way that discomforts us. Why should Jesus’ resurrection discomfort us? 

Well, Jesus’ appearance in that room was a reminder that all the things Jesus had 

said were true. At first glance, that doesn’t sound like a haunting kind of thing, 

but…do you remember what Jesus said? We’re supposed to let love be more 

prominent in our lives than hate, even when it comes to our enemies. We’re 

supposed to live by serving others instead of seeking to be served. We’re supposed 

to INTENTIONALLY seek out and find the marginalized and DO SOMETHING 

to help them. If what Jesus said was true, we must remember that a big part of what 

Jesus said relates to how we’re supposed to live…in ways that we’re not always 

doing such a good job of following. I’m not sure the Church always, or even most 
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of the time, looks like what Jesus was trying to establish with the truth of his words 

and actions. As I said, Jesus’ resurrection should haunt us. 

A FOURTH thing we learn about in this passage has to do with interpreting 

the scriptures. Jesus said to the disciples in that room, “These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the 

Law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Those are some 

interesting words. They should lead to all kinds of questions in our minds, not the 

least of which is this: what was written about Jesus in the Law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms? 

Many people do not understand the rationale or necessity of a knowledge of the 

Old Testament for believers today. Well, look at what Jesus said. It sounds to me 

like knowing and even starting with the Old Testament IS in essence starting with 

Jesus. It sounds to me like God was starting to do whatever it was that God was 

doing through Jesus WAY before Jesus of Nazareth was born. In order to 

understand Jesus, we need to know the Old Testament. In order to understand the 

Old Testament, we need to know Jesus. In other words, Jesus should CHANGE the 

way we read scripture…ALL of scripture. 

I have to say, I’ve struggled with this some in ministry. I’ve struggled with this 

notion that we should read Jesus into the Old Testament scriptures. But folks, Jesus 

SAID we should. So…if we want to REALLY understand what God wants from us 

and what God wants for us, we need to read the Old Testament in such a way that 

it is consistent with Jesus, that Jesus does, in fact, fulfill the laws of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms. If you DON’T, Jesus is telling you that you’re missing 
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something; there’s some work to do in your reading and interpretation of 

scripture….there’s some work to do in your attempt to know and understand God. 

While we can learn SO many more things about Jesus, so many of the 

fundamentals, the basics, from this passage of scripture, we should look at just one 

more, so there’s time to consider something about our other New Testament 

reading for today.  

This FIFTH and last thing about our gospel reading concerns Jesus’ 

referencing of “repentance and the forgiveness of sins.”  Do you remember how 

the gospel of Luke began? It wasn’t with the birth of Jesus or even the beginning 

of Jesus’ ministry. Rather, Luke’s gospel begins with the foretelling of the birth of 

John the Baptist, the one who proclaimed a “baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins.” And then, after the birth narrative, Luke told of John’s 

ministry. So Luke’s gospel began with a focus on “repentance and the forgiveness 

of sins,” and, with Jesus’ resurrection appearance, Luke’s gospel ends with a focus 

on “repentance and the forgiveness of sins.” Do you think that maybe, just maybe, 

Luke, and even Jesus, was trying to tell us that repentance and the forgiveness of 

sins are important? I sure do. 

John the Baptist preached to people to turn toward God to live the best way 

possible in THEIR lifetime. AND, John preached that God would somehow 

forgive sins…even though people were not deserving of forgiveness. Then Jesus 

came. And he preached to people to turn toward God to live in the best way 

possible in THEIR lifetime. AND, Jesus preached that through HIM, God would 

offer forgiveness. And Jesus told his disciples that this message was for 

EVERYONE…not just the people who looked like them and thought like them and 
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were friendly to them. They were supposed to proclaim the message to 

EVERYONE. And…so are we, this great message that Jesus was about – he left it 

up to them, to US, to communicate the message. Jesus ascended…now it’s up to 

us. 

OK – let’s turn briefly to our reading from 1 John. Just like Jesus’ resurrection 

appearance could be viewed as an “all we need to know about Jesus” kind of 

passage, I would submit that our reading from 1 John could be understood 

similarly for the Church – all we need to know about what WE are supposed to do. 

But I don’t want to take too much of the emphasis off of Jesus…so I’ll offer one 

very important thing, really the most basic thing, we need to know about being 

Church, and it’s found right there. 

“Beloved, we are God’s children now…we should be called children of God.” Do 

you remember who the children of God were throughout most of biblical history? 

It was a group of people called specifically by God and given that title by 

birthright. It was a group of people descended from Abraham and Isaac and Jacob. 

We know them as the Israelites. But here, in 1 John, the qualifications for this 

designation have changed. No longer do we become children of God by birth, but 

by adoption. You could even say by the simple CHOICE to follow Jesus. 

But, here’s the deal…being a part of the children of God is not all fun and games. 

It’s not a title to Lord over others. It’s not a “get out of jail free” card. It’s not a 

license to judge. It’s not a status symbol. There’s no monetary value attached to it. 

Being a part of the children of God means us – YOU – have the opportunity and 

the responsibility to live and act like God’s child, to BE a representative of God’s 

family, so that all people might see God through you. I don’t know how you take 



9 
 

that, but to me, it’s quite a responsibility. Not an easy one to live up to. But, folks, 

THAT’S our task. For so many people out there, especially the increasing numbers 

of people who either do not believe in the God we find in scripture or who do not 

want to participate in God’s family, the Church, WE are the way they either WILL 

or WON’T encounter God’s family. WE are the ones who can make a difference. 

Jesus gave us what we need to know…but he left it in our hands to DO 

SOMETHING with it…to be God’s family…to represent God’s family to all 

people throughout the earth. Knowing these things about Jesus, about his words, 

how will you respond? Amen. 

 


