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The Lord Needs It 

Luke 19:28-40 

I had the opportunity to go to the Holy Land in 2015. I visited many places including the Holy 

City. While I was in Jerusalem, I had the privilege to walk on the road that it is presumed Jesus 

used to make his triumphal entry into the Holy City. The whole trip was a tremendous 

experience. Knowing that I was walking on Jesus’ footsteps was really humbling and very 

special.  

Probably, you’ve had a similar experience. Have you ever visited a historical site and played in 

your mind the events that took place in that specific location? That happened to me in my trip to 

the Holy Land. I did a lot of daydreaming.  

But in this particular day, when I was walking on Triumphal Entry Road, I imagined, visualized, 

and also questioned how things took place the day Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey. 

One of the questions that came to mind was, why did Jesus need to borrow a donkey to make a 

trip that according to Google Maps is only 1.6 miles (30-minute walk)? Then I was convicted, 

and I had to ask myself, why do you use the car to go to church when, according to Google 

Maps, is only 1.8 miles from the parsonage (34-minute walk)?  

Theologians say that Jesus rode the donkey as a way to fulfill the prophecies of old. And, I 

wonder what explanation they have for me not wanting to walk to church. Anyways, here is an 

example of a prophecy Jesus fulfilled by entering Jerusalem riding on a donkey.   

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 

Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

righteous and victorious, 

lowly and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. Zachariah 9:9 NIV 

Other scholars supplement this reasoning with the explanation that in the Israel of the time was 

customary and appropriate to mount a donkey when one came on a mission of peace. The 

extreme opposite was to ride a horse, which was considered a vehicle of war. For instance, 

Solomon rode a donkey when he took possession of the throne as a way to convey the message 

that his kingdom was going to have peace (1 King 1). So, in a way, scholars are saying that on 

that first Palm Sunday Jesus publicly presented himself as the Prince of Peace for the very first 

time.  

In his triumphal entry, Jesus was making the public statement that he was about to restore the 

peace of God’s people. Of course, the inhabitants of Jerusalem interpreted this message through 

their own frame of reference and missed Jesus’ point completely. I am not the one who says that 

the people fail to see the meaning of Jesus’ actions. The Bible says, “As he [Jesus] approached 
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Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it and said, “If you, even you, had only known on this 

day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.” Luke 19:41-42 NIV 

Today I don’t want to talk about how the people fail to notice the kind of kingdom Jesus came to 

establish. I want to celebrate those who engage with and gave to Jesus what they had to spread 

the Good News of God’s kingdom. 

From the outset of today’s Scripture reading, we learn that Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem 

when he asked his disciples to go to a nearby village to get a donkey for him. And here is the 

first point I want to make. Even though the disciples did not have a clue of what was going 

on, they obeyed.  

John narrates this account and adds a very descriptive element to the story. John writes, “At first 

his disciples did not understand all this” (John 12:16 NIV). Perhaps, the disciples did not 

understand the reason for the donkey (it was only a walk of 1.6 miles); perhaps they did not 

know of the upcoming parade, but their lack of knowledge and understanding did not prevent 

them from following Jesus’ directions.  

“Neil Marten, a member of the British Parliament, was once giving a group of his constituents a 

guided tour of the Houses of Parliament. During the course of the visit, the group happened to 

meet Lord Hailsham, who was then lord chancellor. Lord Hailsham was wearing all the regalia 

of his office and as he approached the group, Lord Hailsham recognized Marten and with a loud 

voice called him by his first name, ‘Neil!’ Not daring to question or disobey the ‘command,’ the 

entire band of visitors promptly fell to their knees!”1 

Church, if we truly want to partner with Jesus in the spreading of the Good News of his kingdom 

(a kingdom of peace, love, justice, and liberation) we need to be obedient to the voice of the 

Master. We cannot let lack of clarity, fear of the unknown, or the inconvenience of God’s 

commandments make us reluctant to obey the voice of God.  

I know obedience to God is costly. I am not asking you to be obedient to the voice of God so that 

you can be saved. I don’t think obedience is a prescription for salvation; obedience is a 

description of living/exercising one’s salvation.  

Peter T. Forsythe was right when he said, “The first duty of every soul is to find not its freedom 

but its Master.”2 Who or what is your master? Who are you obeying today? Your insecurities? 

The culture? The One who gives us salvation?  

Church, obeying takes concrete form. Obedience to God is shown as we sacrifice our desires in 

order to provide for the needs of those who are truly in need. Obedience to God is shown as we 

love not only our friends but those who seem unlovable. Obedience to God is shown through our 

patience and gentleness in the face of hostility. Obedience to God is shown as we denounce 

                                                 
1 Taken from http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/o/obedience.htm 
2 Ibid. 



The Lord Needs It  3 

injustices even when we are part of the group that enjoys all the privileges. Obedience to God is 

shown when we try to correct a wrong not with another wrong but with God’s guidance and 

compassion. Obedience to God is shown when we seek to serve rather than to be served. 

Obedience to God is shown as we follow Christ not to places of glamour, but to the cross.  

The disciples obeyed and went to the village. They found the donkey as they were told and “as 

they were untying the colt, its owners asked them,” [what the heck are you doing?] (Luigi’s 

translation). I put myself in the shoes of the owners and I can see that they are frustrated with the 

actions of the disciples. But their exasperation is pacified with a very simple answer, “The Lord 

needs it…”  

It is hard to believe that just four words can satisfy the request, perhaps the anger, of a whole 

group of people. I really like how the expanded Bible translates this verse. “The followers 

answered, “The Master [The Lord; Its Owner] needs it.” (Luke 19:34 EXB) 

Again, obedience to God leads us to follow, and committed followers invest their whole self in 

the kingdom of God. Committed followers are not in the bleachers, they have skin in the game. 

Committed followers give not out of a false impression of “indispensability” (like if we were 

carrying the world or the church on our shoulders and by ourselves). Committed followers give 

with gratitude and out of the conviction that “every good and perfect gift is from above” (James 

1:17 NIV). 

The owners of the donkey were able to contribute to the proclamation of the Good News of 

Peace when they realized that they were putting their resources to the service of the Fountain of 

every blessing. Now, verse 34 may raise a question to many of us, what does God need from us 

when he is almighty and sufficient within God-self?    

Even though God has the power to do things on God’s own, the Lord chooses to invite people to 

join the work God is doing. When I read verse 34, ‘The Lord needs it’, I am reminded that God’s 

counting on you and me to fulfill God’s mission in this world. God needs a people to bring about 

everything that is in God’s heart. God’s need for us is not based on the absence of divine power. 

It is based on the abundance of God’s love.  

I do believe that God’s wants to make a humble and Triumphal Entry into the lives of many 

people who desperately need God’s love, grace, and peace. Are you willing and ready to be part 

of God’s demonstration of love? Are you willing and ready to put your whole life, soul, and 

strength to the service of the Prince of Peace? Are you willing and ready to join your voices to 

ask for God’s salvation and deliverance? If so, the people of God say, Amen.  

 


