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THE I AM SAYINGS 
I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 

John 11:25 

Have you ever felt like you have been traveling the path from bad to worse? Perhaps, you have. 

But, let me tell you; you are not alone. Many in our nation feel this way. Many around the world 

feel this way. Even Jesus walked the path from bad to worse. The disciples found themselves in 

that same alley as well. There are moments life takes a turn for the worse.  

That was certainly true for Lazarus, and also his family and friends. All of a sudden, Jesus’ best 

friend got sick. His health condition worsened rapidly. One day he was active around the house, 

getting out into the community, and living life as normal as it could possibly get. The next day, 

he was bedridden, traveling the path from bad to worse. 

Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, were really concerned. They knew something was 

wrong. This was more than just a cold. They could sense life slipping away from their brother’s 

body minute by minute. So, they sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick” (John 11:3). 

When Jesus heard the news, he told the disciples, “[Don’t worry] This sickness will not end in 

death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it” (John 11:4). 

When I hear the words of Jesus, especially at this time of pandemic, I find relief and great 

encouragement. “This sickness will not end in death.” Some people would question, “How can 

you say that? People are dying.” This sickness is ending in death for many. Yes, people are 

dying, but that’s not the end. Lazarus died from a sudden illness as well, but it was not the end. 

That’s exactly the message of the resurrection, death is not our ultimate reality. 

But there is something else Jesus said, “This sickness is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may 

be glorified through it.” I am sure the disciples didn’t understand what Jesus meant. And 

perhaps, today we may not understand how God is going to be glorified through all of this we are 

going through right now.  

I don’t know, nor even imagine, what God is doing or how God is doing it, but for sure God is 

being glorified. Right now, we may not be able to clearly see God’s work through all of this, but 

there will come a day when, in retrospect, we will be able to see how the glory of God is shining 

down on us at this very moment. I truly believe the words of Jesus, “This sickness will not end in 

death. No, it is for God’s glory…” 

Shortly after Jesus heard the news that his friend was seriously ill, Lazarus passed. Four days 

later, Jesus arrived in Bethany – the town where the siblings lived. Everyone thought that Jesus 

was late. The sisters expressed this feeling when amid tears they told Jesus, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died” (vv. 21, 32). Now, it is too late. 
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It’s shocking to see how the biblical narrative and our lives are in sync. How many times do we 

question God’s timetable? How many times do we think God is running behind? How many 

times do we believe that God can do something only when there are still signs of “life”? How 

many times do we tell ourselves, “it’s too late even for God.” 

It was in this moment of questioning, complaining and mourning that Jesus told Martha, “I am 

the resurrection and the life” (John 11:25). Here is what the text is telling us. When everything 

seems lost, God shows up with life-giving power. That’s what resurrection is. 

Resurrection is God bringing hope when we think it’s all over. Resurrection is God calling for a 

new time when ours runs out. Resurrection is God making a way, creating fresh opportunities 

when we come to a dead end. Resurrection is God doing the work regardless of our lack of faith. 

Resurrection is God bringing good out of devastating situations. Resurrection is God’s life-

giving power at work in the graves that at times we find ourselves. 

Philip was born with Down Syndrome. He was a pleasant child – happy, it seemed – but 

increasingly aware of the difference between himself and other children… There was a point in 

his life when Philip was not fully accepted because of his differences. He was eight years old 

when some boys and girls of the same age struggled with making Philip part of the whole group. 

It was the Sunday after Easter, a beautiful spring day. The teacher had a wonderful idea. He 

brought in big Easter eggs. One for each child. The eggs were empty. The assignment was for 

each child to go outside, find a symbol for new life, put it in the egg, and bring it back to the 

classroom for a show and tell.  

The kids liked the idea. They were excited, so they ran out the door and all over the church’s 

grounds. They collected their symbols and returned to the classroom. They put the eggs on a 

table and then the teacher began to open them. All the children stood around the table.  

The teacher opened the first egg and there was a flower. Everyone “oohed” and “aahed” as 

they looked at the flower. Then, the teacher opened another one and there was a butterfly. 

Everyone thought it was beautiful. Then, another egg was opened and there was a rock in it. 

Some children began to laugh. Others questioned, “How’s a rock supposed to be like new life? 

That’s crazy!” But the smart little boy who had found it spoke up: That’s mine. And I knew all of 

you would get flowers and leaves, and butterflies and stuff like that. So, I got a rock because I 

wanted to be different. And for me, that’s new life.” They all laughed.  

After making some remarks about the thoughtfulness of the smart little boy, the teacher opened 

another egg. There was nothing there. The children didn’t like that. And, as eight years old 

would do, they began to complain, “That’s not fair – That’s stupid! – Somebody didn’t do it 

right.” 
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The teacher felt a tug on his shirt, and he looked down. Philip was standing beside him. “It’s 

mine,” Philip said. “It’s mine.” And the children said, “You don’t ever do things right, Philip. 

There’s nothing there.” 

“I did so do it,” Philip said. “I did do it. It’s empty. The tomb is empty!” 

There was silence, a very full silence. And for you people who don’t believe in miracles, I want 

to tell you that one happened that day. From that time on, it was different. Philip suddenly 

became part of the group of eight-year-old children. They took him in. All happened because of 

an empty egg representing an empty tomb as a symbol of life. That day those children were set 

free from the grave of indifference and disapproval.  

Months later, Philip died. At the funeral, nine eight-year-old children marched up to the altar, 

not with flowers to cover up the stark reality of death. Nine eight-year-old children marched 

right up to the altar with their Sunday school teacher and laid on it empty Easter eggs.1 

Hear the Good News. Because of Jesus Christ, we can experience resurrection and life not only 

after we die, but here and now. Because of Jesus Christ, we can walk out of the graves that are 

trying to hold us back. No matter the grave, you can walk out of it and experience new life. 

That’s the good news of the gospel: with Christ we die, and with Christ we rise. We rise to 

eternal life, but we also rise from everything that is life draining here and now.  

We will rise from this pandemic that is affecting our bodies. But, I pray that we will also rise 

from the pandemics of greed, jealousy, hate, resentment and mediocrity that affect our souls. I 

pray that we will rise from desperation, sin, and our delusions of self-sufficiency and power. 

May Christ lift us up.  

After his conversation with Martha, Jesus went to the tomb where Lazarus had been buried. At 

the command of Jesus’ voice, Lazarus came out of the grave. All of a sudden, the path from bad 

to worse was transformed. 

Here is what I see in the account of Lazarus’ resurrection as well as the resurrection of Jesus. We 

all deal with somber moments. Yet, no matter how rough and dark the path is, nothing in this 

world can prevent God from accomplishing God’s best work and purposes in you. For God, there 

is no brokenness impossible to restore; no irreversible desolation or disappointment. God is not 

limited by anything. God is an expert in turning ashes into beauty.  

 
1 Adapted from Charles R. Swindoll, Swindoll’s Ultimate Book of Illustrations & Quotes (Nashville: Thomas 

Nelson, 1998), 490-92. 
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That’s exactly what happened that Sunday after Jesus’ death. The disciples were emotionally and 

spiritually crushed. They were afraid and lost. Yet, Jesus’ resurrection began the rebuilding 

process that later resulted in a movement that has transformed the world.  

Easter reminds us that God is always working for our good and has the final word. No matter 

how dark, tragic or hopeless a situation might be, the worst day or the worst thing is never the 

last thing. So, you don’t have to be overwhelmed neither by external, not internal circumstances 

and issues.  

As resurrection people, we can experience God’s abundant life now. We can strive to live fully 

in the resurrection power and life we have in Christ. We can constantly pursue our new life in 

Jesus.  

The Resurrection story is our story, which sustains our living and gives us hope and joy. Life is 

punctuated with pain and disappointment, but let us not shrink in fear and doubt, and succumb to 

the evil and injustice that is so pervasive in our world.  

Let this Easter be personal to you this morning. Christ has risen from the dead for you. God 

pulled Jesus out of death and is able to do exactly that for you and for me.  

The Easter story reminds us that God brings life and light into our darkness, so that we can 

recognize this Jesus as ours. So that we can experience his resurrection as ours, too. 

I leave you with these words. They are part of one of my favorite hymns, Because He lives I can 

face tomorrow (with the freedom, the peace, and the victory of God). Because He lives all fear is 

gone; because I know He holds the future and life is worth the living just because He lives. 

Pray with me now…  

Prayer: God of new beginnings and opportunities, for the power that raised Jesus Christ from 

the dead and for that resurrection power that is still at work in the world and in us today, we 

give you thanks.  Give us the grace that leads us to faith – to hear Jesus calling our own names 

and to recognize him.  And by your resurrection power, bring us out of the darkness and into life 

and light.  In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 

Benediction 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the 

dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing 

his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 

for ever and ever. Amen. Hebrews 13 


