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THE I AM SAYINGS 
I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

John 8:12; 9:1-5 

A couple of weeks ago, we began to ponder on the question Jesus asked his disciples, “Who do 

you say I am?” (Matthew 16:15). This is a personal question. Those who have decided to follow 

Jesus need to answer it. As we continue on this journey of answering the question Jesus asks 

each of us, “Who do you say I am?” (Matthew 16:15), we will look at some statements Jesus 

made about himself. These statements are known as “The I AM Sayings.” 

The words “I Am” have an eternal quality about them. When God says “I AM,” it means that He 

has always been and will always be. When Jesus says, “I AM,” it means he is accessible for all 

eternity. Let us take a look at our second “I AM” saying of Jesus, “I AM the Light of the World.” 

Light is an important theme in the Bible.  

• The first thing God spoke into existence was light (Gen. 1:2-3). 

• The last chapter of the Book of Revelation speaks of the new heaven and the new earth. 

The description we get tells us that in heaven “there will be no more night; they need no 

light of lamp or sun, for the Lord God will be their light…” (Rev. 22:5) 

• Many of the prophecies of the coming Messiah use the image of light.  

o The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah 9:2) 

o Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you 

(Isaiah 60:1) 

• John begins the gospel that bears his name saying, “In the beginning was the Word, and 

the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All 

things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. 

What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people.” John 

1:1-4 NRSV 

The Bible constantly affirms that when God comes on the scene, there is light. One can say that 

the story of the Bible is one of moving from darkness to light. So, what does it mean that 

Jesus is the Light of the World? 

God is not within time. God is timeless (eternal). God does not weaken or fail with the passage 

of time. As the author of Hebrews wrote, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 

forever” (Hebrews 13:8). Jesus Christ is eternal. Jesus is God. 

It is a fact that time is relative to motion (Einstein’s theory of relativity). This means that the 

faster we travel, the more time is compressed. The reason I am talking about this is because 

scientists have calculated that if we could travel at the speed of light, there would be no passage 

of time at all. All of time would be compressed into an eternal moment. 
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I just said that the story of the Bible is one of moving from darkness to light. Along those lines, I 

can also say that the story of the Bible tells us how to travel from the temporality of our world to 

the eternity of God.  

Jesus pronounced the words “I Am the Light of the World” during the Feast of the 

Booths/Tabernacles. Among other things, this festival was (and still is) a reminder that life is a 

pilgrimage.  

When the Hebrew people left Egypt they journeyed through the wilderness for 40 years, and 

during this time the people lived in tents. They never built houses or anything else because they 

knew the wilderness was not a destination, it had a temporal character. They were looking 

forward to the Promised Land where they would have more lasting homes. But when they 

arrived at the Promised Land probably thinking “We have arrived!”, God told them to keep the 

Feast of the Tabernacles as a perpetual practice, perhaps to remind them that the final destination 

is not on this earth.  

Now, this is great news. When we understand that life is a pilgrimage and everything in this 

world is just temporary, we understand, accept, and embrace the fact that our final and ultimate 

destination is not in this lifetime, but with God. Accepting life as a journey is liberating. When 

you find yourself in unwanted places, you can know that place is not a destination. It’s just a 

transitioning point. Not only this, when you find yourself in over-desirable situations, the thought 

that life is a journey will keep your focus on God and not on the delusion that ultimate fruition is 

attainable on this earth. 

So, it is in the context of the Feast of the Tabernacles that Jesus said, “I am the Light of the 

World.” We know the meaning and purpose of this festival is to remind us that life is a 

pilgrimage. By using this context as a point of reference, we understand what Jesus is telling us: 

“For those who understand life is a journey, for those who seek direction through all life’s 

transitioning places, I (Jesus) will be your pillar (of light).”1 Jesus will always be our guiding 

star.  

How does this truth look in our everyday living?  

First, we need to trust Christ as the source of true light in our world, but we also need to 

understand that Jesus will illuminate our steps one at a time. And, it takes a lot of steps in the 

wilderness (this life) to reach the Promised Land. I know this can be frustrating, but if you fully 

trust God you won’t worry about where you’ll end up. God will take you to the place he wants 

you to be. 

Maybe following God’s direction will be to take a step of reconciliation in a relationship. Maybe 

that direction will be to take a step of honesty and speak the truth. Maybe that direction will be to 

 
1 Rob Fuquay, The God We Can Know: Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus, (Nashville: Upper Room Books), 

45. 
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take a step toward a dream or goal. Taking such steps requires more than the courage and 

strength we ask of God; it puts us in a position of needing and wanting God far more than 

anything else we ask of.  

While Jesus was telling people “I Am the Light of the World” the Sanhedrin was having a 

special meeting because they wanted to put Jesus to death. The problem was that their perception 

of God was so darkened by their own understanding and interests, that in their minds they could 

not conceive Jesus as the Son of God. Jesus was revealing himself as the Light of the World, but 

many people, beginning with the spiritual “leaders” of the Hebrew nation, rejected “the true light 

which enlightens everyone” (John 1:9).  

One of the places where Jesus shines his light is on our understanding. Part of the Biblical 

narrative for this morning tells also of the moment when the disciples, after encountering a man 

born blind, asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

(John 9:2). This was a common way of thinking which posed a very serious problem. This 

mentality was very divisive as it made some people worse sinners than everybody else. This 

mentality was also a controlling device. However, Jesus graciously brought light to the disciples’ 

understanding. “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that 

the works of God might be displayed in him…” (John 9:3). 

I want you to cherish this in your hearts. Regardless of their source, whether random, self-

inflicted or dumped on us, the negative events we experience are prime occasions for God’s light 

to break into our realities. The dark moments we go through and the painful situations we face 

can be transformed by the light of Christ. 

The eyes of this man had been in absolute darkness all his years. This blind man was in the 

shadows of the social structure. But Jesus, the Light of the World, was about to change that 

reality.  

The disciples’ minds were darkened and tainted by mistaken beliefs. But Jesus, the Light of the 

World, was about to change that as well. Jesus, the Light of the World, brings revelation, 

transformation, and a new direction to all who want to receive these. 

When we look at the story, specifically at the disciples, we learn one thing. When we let Jesus be 

our light, he exposes what needs to change or be brought to a newer understanding. This 

represents one of the most courageous movements in the spiritual life—the willingness to be 

open to a new idea, a new revelation.  

It is easy to fall prey to the darkness created by the illusion of knowledge. It is only in the light of 

God that we can have the clarity and courage to say, “Perhaps I have more to learn or 

understand. Maybe God has further insight to offer me about some matter I once felt very clear 

about.” Because the disciples were with Jesus, the Light of the World, they were able to do just 

that. 
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George Wallace was governor of Alabama for four terms. In 1962, Wallace won the election as 

governor by emphasizing segregation. During that time, he became a stubborn segregationist. He 

did this while professing the Christian faith. 

The man gained popularity because of his resistance to racial integration. In 1972, George 

Wallace was the target of an assassination attempt. Even though he survived, the bullet that was 

meant to take his life left him crippled.  

After the assassination attempt, his reality became darker. His paralyzed state caused him great 

suffering. But, in the shadows of anguish and pain, the light of Christ help Wallace identify with 

the suffering of African-Americans. He changed as the light of Christ helped him realize the kind 

of hardship black people were going through. Again, the dark moments we go through and the 

painful situations we face can be transformational as we welcome the light of Christ. 

Personally, I have learned that “the closer I stay to Jesus the more I allow his truth to search me. 

Sometimes, it reveals unpleasant and difficult areas of my life. Sometimes, it brings me to a new 

understanding about positions I once felt were right. [But], no matter how challenging, Jesus’ 

light always brings me to a better place.”2 

Jesus’ light brought the blind man to a better place. Of course, physically speaking the man was 

in a better position. He did not have the need to beg anymore. He did not have to suffer the 

rejection and condemnation of others. But there is more to the transformation. The blind man 

who began to talk about Jesus as the man (v. 11), and then as a prophet (v. 17), ended up 

proclaiming Jesus as God’s sent (v. 33). The blind man received sight as well as a new vision 

when the light of Jesus enter into his life. 

I want to close with the following. The “I AM” sayings of Jesus not only reveal further truths of 

God, but the make claims about us as followers of The Way. The “I Am” sayings tell us about 

ourselves. Jesus not only said, “I Am the Light of the World.” Jesus told his followers, “You are 

the light of the world...” (Matthew 5:14 NIV). Thus, let us take the Light of the World, Jesus, 

everywhere we go. Let us shine with the light of Christ. 

Amen!!! 

 
2 Ibid, p. 50. 


