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Let us come  
before Him 

with thanksgiving  
and extol Him  

with music  
and song. 
Psalm 95:2 

  

Staff 
Interim Pastor:  Rev. Donna Van Trees 
Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 
Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 
Secretary:  Linda Gwinn 
Custodian:  Donna Smith 
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Dear Friends, 
 
November is upon us, and I am mindful that Thanksgiving will be celebrated in a few weeks.  What will it be 
like this year?  As I thought of all of you, I’m mindful of the many changes thrust upon all of us this year – and 
wondering what we are thankful for.   
 
The Apostle Paul challenges us in I Thessalonians 5:18 “Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will 
for you in Christ Jesus.” Give thanks in all circumstances. Or praise the Lord in all circumstances. That doesn’t 
mean you like every circumstance of your life.   But you are willing to trust that God has a way of making good 
out of our difficulties.     
 
Some of us look over the past 12 months, and say, “I don’t really have that much to be thankful for. If you add 
up the pluses and minuses of the past year, it may seem to you that the minuses are greater than the pluses. So 
what is the secret of thanksgiving? 
 
Paul tells us that the secret is just one word -  contentment.  Philippians 4:12 the Apostle Paul says, “I have 
learned to be content whatever the circumstances.”  Contentment is realizing how much you already have, 
how much God has already given you, how rich you already are.  
 
So my prayer for all of us this year is that we can approach Thanksgiving with an understanding of how much 
we already have.  While we may not know what the future holds, we know who holds our future!  Though 
circumstances change, the work remains.   
 
These few weeks we share together are a gift from God, and I am excited to unwrap each day to discover how 
God will enable us to accomplish the work before us.  May we move into Thanksgiving with thankful hearts for 
blessings seen and unseen. 
 
Rejoicing with you in all things,  
 
Rev. Donna  
 

 
 

     November 2020           “Loving people transformed by a loving God”      Since 1825 
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   Current Schedule & Online Offerings 
 

 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (at LaPorte)  
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for access 

info at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service - Our worship services will be live-streamed, as well as recorded and 

posted online after the in-person gathering. 
 3:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting  

Tuesdays 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group - Devotion and Prayer Time (at LaPorte) 
Wednesdays  A Word of Encouragement – beginning Wednesday, November 4th (see info below) 

 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study - (at LaPorte)  Please join us to view The Chosen series! 

 
 

 

 
LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 

 
Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his 
ministry at LaPorte UMC in January 2021.  He is married to Vickie, and they have three 
children, Abigail, Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team approach to ministry, 
passionate worship and preaching, administrative knowledge, and creativity will 
certainly be a great blessing to us.  He is also an approachable, patient, and 
compassionate person.  
 
Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is bringing lost people to the wonderful realization 
of the love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of 
what we say we believe is of utmost importance.   

 
 

 
 

United Methodist Student Day  
 Sunday, November 29, 2020 

 
Gifts to the United Methodist Student Day offering help deserving United Methodist students 
continue their education and their faith journeys as they strive to make a difference in the world 
and discern what God has called them to do.  Envelopes will be available as you enter/exit the 
church closer to the date.   
 

   
 

Share a “Special Moment”  
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship. We would like to have a “Special Moment” on Sundays 
where people in our congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a 
story, a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this moment is to allow you an 
opportunity to edify others in 5 minutes or less.  The sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board in the welcoming area, or 
you may call the church office. 
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A Word of Encouragement Continues… 
 
During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 
Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched  
by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were 
discontinued.  Since the weather has turned colder and we most likely will not be able to gather outside, and many people 
do not feel comfortable attending inside worship, the SPRC decided to start that ministry again.  Sue Van Arsdale was 
contacted to help oversee this much-needed publication.  She agreed and her daughter, Cara Babel, will assist her in 
getting submissions ready for publication.   
 
Starting in November, we ask you to help in this endeavor, by writing a short 
meditation, connecting it to scripture, and ending with a short prayer.  Since November 
is typically Thanksgiving month, try to gear your meditation to thankfulness.  Then, 
Advent follows, so share an Advent or Christmas meditation.  If we get a good 
response, we may continue this on into the new year to offer care and prayer to all who 
need encouragement throughout the winter months to come. 
 
Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com.  And, since 
November is upon us, I will make sure the first Wednesday in November is covered.   
 
Thank you,  
 

Claudia Baker, SPRC Chair 
 

 
 Communion Sunday/Caring Cupboard Outreach 

 
Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring 
Cupboard.  Our focus for November 1st and December 6th, which are the next two 
Communion Sundays, will be collecting items for Thanksgiving and Christmas food 
baskets.   
 
Please consider bringing any of the following canned, bottled, or boxed items:  
sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, scalloped potatoes, applesauce, apple juice, canned 
fruit, hot chocolate mix, stuffing mix, gravy, corn, green beans, muffin/biscuit and/or 
cornbread mix.  Paper products, such as napkins, paper towels and bathroom tissue are also 
appreciated. 

 
Would you like to donate a frozen turkey for Thanksgiving or a ham for Christmas?  

If so, please call the church office to let Linda know. 
 

May all we do bless others.  Many thanks! 
 
 

   Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to 
provide one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community 
experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, 
and many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue 
Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 
 

MISSION TRIP - JANUARY 4-8, 2021 
LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 

HURRICANES LAURA & DELTA RELIEF 
 

LaPorte UMC has the opportunity to join Strongsville UMC on a mission trip to Lake Charles, Louisiana for Hurricanes Laura 
& Delta relief. The work week is January 4-8, 2021. Travel to and from will be the weekends prior and following the work 
week. The planning is in the early stages. Cheryl Smith is co-leading with Becky Zatezalo (SUMC) to plan the trip with the 
help of the United Methodist Conference. Becky has family that have been impacted by these hurricanes, so has a personal 
connection. The only skill required for this outreach – a strong desire to reach out to these folks in the name of Christ and 
bring them hope. If you are even remotely interested in joining the team to help restore lives in Lake Charles or have 
questions, contact Cheryl through email or phone:  cheryl_p_smith@yahoo.com or 440-396-0337. 
 

GOD DOESN’T CALL THE QUALIFIED, HE QUALIFIES THE CALLED 
 
 
 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed.  Sad to say, due to COVID-19, the shed continues to be 
temporarily closed. PLEASE DO NOT leave things outside the shed as it will not be collected but thrown in the garbage 
bin. We will let you know when it will be reopened. 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

Change for Change is now weekly. A labeled bucket will be sitting out near the offering box each Sunday for you to 
deposit your change. The bucket will be labeled as to the outreach LaPorte’s change will be going to.  THANK YOU FOR 
MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS. 
 

   OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

 

“We collect shoebox gifts for children around the world as an expression of God’s love.  
Join us in spreading the Good News of the Gospel by packing shoeboxes.”        
                        Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse 

 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child delivers shoeboxes packed with toys and other fun things from you to boys 
and girls around the world in partnership with local churches.  We have been collecting items throughout the year to fill 
shoeboxes. THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE CONTRIBUTED. Packing of the shoeboxes has begun with items we 
have collected.  If your family would like to fill their own box, shoeboxes are available outside the Prayer Intercessory Room 
for you to take. Directions for what and how to pack a shoebox are on the table with the shoeboxes. Our goal is 50 
shoeboxes to reach 50 children.  ALL SHOEBOXES ARE DUE BACK TO THE CHURCH NO LATER THAN 
NOVEMBER 18.  Change for Change will be going towards the mailing cost of $450 ($9 per box).  For more information – 
gift suggestions, packing information, questions – contact Cheryl Smith. THANK YOU for opening your hearts this 
Christmas to children around the world. 

 
THANK YOU FROM MISSIONS 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach  
work of LaPorte. If you would like be a servant on Missions or have any questions/suggestions  

about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith. 
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Finance Committee Update  
Renee Bush, Chair     finance@laportechurch.org 

 
The Finance Committee has updated three Policies and created one policy to help in clarification of funds. The four policies 
are highlighted below. 
 
Endowment Policy: The Endowment Policy addresses how endowments to the church shall be invested and monitored. 
Endowments are typically large gifts where the principal is invested but the church can use the interest income for 
expenses. 
 
Capital Improvement Fund Policy: The Capital Improvement Policy addresses how a large project related to the church 
facility and parsonage should be reviewed and approved. 
 
Memorials, Wills, Legacies & Honorariums Policy: This policy discloses how money contributed to honor or in memory of 
someone, or through a will or trust, will be distributed to projects approved by the board. Our three areas of focus that 
families can choose are Outreach (spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ), Worship Enhancement (providing a more 
meaningful worship experience) and Capital Improvement (projects for the Church or Parsonage). 
 
Designated Fund Policy:  The Designated Fund Policy addresses the process an individual should take to start a new 
Designated Fund.  An application to be filled out is needed for approval by the Finance. 
 
We are currently investigating whether we can make these policies available through the laportechurch.org website.  If you 
would like a copy, please see Renee Bush.  We have also made them available in the church office. 
 
Your abundance of love continues through your giving to the General/Operating Fund.  As of September 27, 2020, our year 
to date giving is $140,310.58.  This represents 65.6% of our 2020 budget $213,811.00. The average weekly giving of 
$3,597.71 equates to a projected Year End Revenue of $187,080.77 or 87.5%.  While our budget is $213,811.00, we 
expect to only spend 87% of that due to reductions made and thoughtful considerations throughout the year. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of LaPorte United Methodist Church. 
 
God Bless, 
Finance Committee 
 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
From Norma Greene 
I would like to sincerely thank my wonderful church family for the visits, cards and kindness shown to me.  I also appreciated 
Pastor Luigi’s visits, phone calls, and prayers. 
 
From Janet Hessler 
Ted Hessler’s family would like to sincerely thank the LaPorte church community for all of the prayers and expressions of 
love and sympathy during this time of loss. The beautiful memorial service and delicious luncheon afterwards were greatly 
appreciated by all. 
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Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email 
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling(440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thank you! 
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A Thanksgiving Prayer 
(by Rev. Linda McDermott, First United Methodist Church, Fort Worth, Texas 
Copied with permission from umc.org) 
 
God who loves us, who deserves our gratitude for so much that is good, 

We offer our prayers of thanksgiving to you: 

For the beauty of the earth — bright orange leaves mixed with green, a gentle rain, a spider's  
delicate web. 
 
For friends, for family, even acquaintances who offer us kindness, who bring us laughter, who hold us 
to a higher standard. 

Lord of all that is good and nourishing to our well-being, we give you thanks. 

How we must try your patience with our pettiness! 

All of life is a wonder. The very breath we take, the ability to rouse ourselves each new day,  
a single blade of grass that holds such miracles of symmetry, a tiny distant star whose real  
size boggles our minds. 

We take our lives for granted — as if it were our right, and not our gift. 

We take our days and our loves and our passions for granted — as if tomorrow will verify their 
importance and our present moments have other things to occupy us. 

Gracious God, who lavishes goodness upon us even in some of our darkest moments, help us to see 
your goodness, remind us to have grateful hearts, give us receptive minds, and grant us ever-gracious 
ways of living in harmony with each other. 

And in our gratitude, make us to be instruments of your peace. 

Amen. 

 


