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Traveling Light 

A year ago, May of 2018, I was getting ready for the transition of coming to LaPorte UMC to be your pastor. As you know, 
moving to a new place could be an exciting but also a challenging experience. The idea of meeting new people and starting 
anew may be thrilling for some. However, for others, this same aspect may be a source of stress and concern. Coming to 
LaPorte filled me with lots of anticipation. Yet, packing was exceedingly tedious. I got tired just thinking about the idea of 
putting items in boxes and suitcases. 

 
During our preparation for the move, my wife and I found out that we had accumulated lots of unnecessary things. You 
probably know what I am talking about. I was amazed by the fact that we can throw stuff in a drawer or a box and let it sit 
there for years. During that time, I came to the realization that I had given up space that my family and I could have been 
using for more important things than storing junk. Just to give you an idea, I remember coming across a pile of unsolicited 
mail that I had received in 2015. 
 
I remember sharing my “moving frustrations” with a good friend who was going through the process of cleaning his home. 
That person told me that he saw moving as an opportunity to get rid of those things that are occupying space but are not 
necessary. He said to me, “I guess that moving every 5 years is not that bad in the end. Those “movings” provide an 
opportunity to do some serious cleaning.”  
 
What a great perspective!!! My friend was and is right. After all, moving was not that bad. We got rid of a lot of junk (and of 
course, we got the opportunity to meet you all). 
 
Now, let me take this analogy to a different dimension. Throughout our days, our lives get cluttered and burdened with 
unhealthy feelings, skewed perceptions, and emotional and spiritual baggage that are not beneficial. And, if we are not 
intentional about tossing those harmful things to the feet of Jesus, they will be taking up the space that we could be using to 
give honor to God.  
 
It’s not that Jesus is a trashcan, but the Lord invites us every day to come to him with our world-weariness and burdens and 
trade those for God’s rest and peace. However, unless we open our emotional and spiritual drawers and examine diligently 
what they contain, we won’t be able to rid ourselves of the clutter that is putting a lot of weight on 
our souls and is preventing us from traveling light. 
 
As we begin this season, I invite you to do some “spiritual spring-cleaning.” Take an inventory of 
the things you have stored in your heart and thoughts. Ask God to help you get rid of any 
burdens you may have. Make sure that you are also moving towards a deeper relationship with 
God, and that you are traveling through life as light as you can. 
 

   In Christ, 
   Pastor Luigi

The Belltower 
LaPorte United Methodist Church 

2071 Grafton Rd. 
Elyria, OH 44035 
(440) 458-5717 

Email: laporteumc@laportechurch.org 
Website: laportechurch.org 

May/June 2019 “Loving people transformed by a loving God” Since 1825 
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Upcoming Events!   
 

May 2019… 
 

Wednesday, May 1- 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 
Saturday, May 4 - All Day Methodist Youth Fellowship Retreat at LaPorte UMC 
Sunday, May 5 -11am - Worship Service / Native American Ministries Sunday / Communion / Caring Cupboard (page 5)  
Tuesday, May 7 - 6pm - Bowling Banquet 
Saturday, May 11 - 6 to 9pm - Swiss Steak Dinner & Dance (page 4) 
Sunday, May 12 - 11am - Worship Service - Happy Mother’s Day!  (no MYF meetings) 
Friday, May 17 - 9am to 5pm - Rummage Sale (page 3) 
Saturday, May 18 - 9am to 3pm - Rummage Sale  
Saturday, May 18 - 9am to 1pm - Spring Helping Hand Day (page 4) 
Sunday, May 19 - 11am - Worship Service  
Sunday, May 26 - 8:30am - Community Breakfast (page 3) 
Sunday, May 26 - 11am - Jubilee Worship Service  
Sunday, May 26 - 12 to 1:30pm. - Harry & Helen Brown’s 70th Anniversary Celebration / Fellowship Hall - All are Welcome! 
Monday, May 27 - Memorial Day (Office Closed) 
 
June 2019... 
 

Sunday, June 2 - 11am - Worship Service / Communion / Caring Cupboard (page 5) 
Wednesday, June 5 - 6:30pm - Worship Service 
Sunday, June 9 - 11am Pentecost Sunday Worship Service (geranium order forms available soon) 
Monday, June 10 - Friday, June 14 - 50th Session of the Annual Conference, Lakeside Chautauqua 
Sunday, June 16 - 11am - Youth Worship Service / Peace with Justice Sunday / Happy Father’s Day!  (no MYF meetings) 
Sunday, June 16 - Noon - Father’s Day Cookout (page 3) 
Sunday, June 23 – 11am - Worship Service 
Sunday, June 30 - 8:30am - Community Breakfast 
Sunday, June 30 -11am - Worship Service with THAT Band (THAT = Through Him All Things) 
 

Coming soon... 
Vacation Bible School - Monday, July 8 to Friday, July 12 - an exciting week of learning and fun, more info coming 
Kid’s Sports Camp - Thursday evenings, July 25 to August 15 - fun & fellowship for special needs kids, more info coming 
 

Lydia Circle Event Recap... 
The Ladies’ Spring Social, hosted by Lydia Circle on April 27th, was an entertaining afternoon with a 
delicious buffet featuring a variety of salads, pinwheel sandwiches and sweetbreads. Plates of cookies were served at each 
table for dessert.  The theme of Angels was carried out in table decorations and a program presented by Anjanette Hignett. 
She displayed her collection of angels and picked a few of her favorites to speak about, along with some beautiful songs 
that fit the occasion.  Names were drawn for door prizes of gift baskets and the winners were Barb Stevens, Claudia Baker 
and Debbie Turner. Net proceeds from the event will be donated to LaPorte’s Caring Cupboard. 
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United Methodist Women 
 

Linda Cowie, UMW President 
 

A reminder about the annual rummage sale on May 17th 
and 18th.  We need help to set up on Wednesday the 15th 
and Thursday the 16th. We also need volunteers to work 
the days of the sale. 
 
We will take donations for the sale beginning on 
Sunday May 12th.  If you are unable to bring items to the 
church, call Linda Cowie 440-458-8834 or the church 
office and we will arrange pick-up. 
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, June 12th at 1 pm. 
The U.M.W. does not meet during the summer months of 
July and August. We will resume meeting on Wednesday, 
September 11th at 1 pm. 
 

 
Men of LaPorte -  

You are Invited to Join LaPorte’s  
United Methodist Men’s Group 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  
  

 

Meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month at 
6:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Come for dinner, 

fellowship, study, prayer and outreach.  
For more information or questions, contact  

Chair, Carl Smith, or Wes Eddy. 
 

THANK YOU to all those who provided soup, bread, and 
water for the Meager Meals during the Lenten 
Studies.   We hope those who attended the Lenten 
Studies were fed both physically and spiritually. 
 

FATHER’S DAY COOK-OUT 

The annual Father’s Day Cook-Out will be 
held June 16 following the worship service.  All you need 
to bring is your appetite.  This year, the men have teamed 
up with the youth for an Egg Drop Contest. Come see 
which team can survive the challenge.  If you are 
interested in being on an Egg Drop team, contact Carl 
Smith. 

Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministers are members of our Congregation who 
receive special training to provide confidential one-to-one 
Christian care to people in our congregation and 
community experiencing challenges in life – grief, 
loneliness, divorce, hospitalization, disability, job loss and 
many other difficulties.  One way to put it is that Stephen 
Ministers are the After People. 
 
Stephen Ministers are there: 
…after the phone call you hoped you’d never get. 
…after the funeral, when everyone has left and the 

emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you. 
…after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out 

of your life. 
…after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you 

ever dreamed possible. 
…after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing 

more we can do.” 
…after the nursing home director shakes your hand and 

says, “Welcome to your new home.” 
…after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives 

away – and the house suddenly seems empty. 
…after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck. 
 
To learn how to become a Stephen Minister or 
receive care from one, please contact Pastor Luigi or 
Sue Van Arsdale.  The next meetings for ministers are 
on Monday, May 6 and Monday, June 3 at 7pm. 
 
 

Community 
Breakfast Update 

 

The last Sunday of January 2010 
was the initial Sunday of the 
LaPorte UMC’s Community 

Breakfast. We had, if I remember right, something like 10 
guests for that breakfast.  And, the last Sunday of every 
month since has seen a hot, nutritious, delicious meal 
served for free to everyone who attends. People who are 
in need of hot food and fellowship are served, both from 
the community and from the church. The meal is free to 
all, and there are no qualifications. Show up hungry and 
we feed you! We have never had a budget or funding 
from the church, other than the initial $100 seed money 
for the first month.  Thanks to you, the members of 
LaPorte UMC, we have been fully funded by your 
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donations over the years.  Please continue to donate to 
the fund as you see fit. Our especial thanks go to Harold 
and Terri Smith for keeping us supplied with generous 
donations of juice so we can fill and refill the cups as 
much as we need without concern for cost. But right now, 
our desperate need is for helpers, especially younger 
ones!  Of our regular helpers, only one is under the age 
of 60, and he is in his 50’s!  And a few are in their 70’s.  
Folks, we’re starting to get tired. We are now serving 
about 50 – 60 people every Sunday. That’s a lot of food to 
prepare and meals to serve and dishes to clean.  We 
need more help, especially younger, more energetic help!  
Please prayerfully consider whether you can be of help in 
this ministry. God bless you and continue to bless this 
ministry! 
 

   
 

 
Cheryl Smith missions@laportechurch.org 

 
FUNERAL FOR A GANGSTER 

Sunday, March 3, 2019 
An awesome buzz and glorious fellowship were within the 
walls of LaPorte UMC as Vito “The Gut” Marzetti’s funeral 
was going on.  Congratulations to Jim & Claudia Baker 
and Linda Cowie for solving the murder mystery.  Thanks 
to all the willing servants and those who attended.  Thank 
you for all the generous donations and delicious, beautiful 
desserts. After all expenses, our general fund benefitted 
well - $1,819.46. Everyone truly went above and beyond 
to make this a special event. It was a fabulous time! 
 

THANK YOU 

Al & Ginny Gilder, Russ Gardner, Wes & Mary Eddy, 
Sheree Vajda, Donna Smith, Bobbi Hess, Karen Sims, 
John & Chris Callahan, Danielle Lincicome, Ethan, Joel, 
Eric & Cheryl Greenly, Ray Stevens, Carol & Ed Brisbin, 
Rachel Kisilewicz, Harold & Terri Smith, Virginia Rich, 
Dave & Sue VanArsdale, Jackie Miller, Renee Bush & 
Jeff, Carl & Cheryl Smith, Linda Gwinn, Sue & Dennis 
Taylor, Jan Heron, Tim Schluter, Linda Cowie, Pat 
Farnsworth, Wilma & Jack Reck, Cathy & John Bonko, 
Deborah Turner, and Jim & Claudia Baker 

Special thanks, too, to Pat Price of Priceless Productions 
and her crew for allowing us to benefit from their 
talents.  They are such a talented group. 

May God continue to bless LaPorte UMC and its 
congregation and community. 

 

DONATION TO NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE 

As you are aware, Lorain County Family Promise ended 
in December. All their assets were turned over to 
Neighborhood Alliance of Lorain County. We, LaPorte 
UMC, through generous donations and mission money, 
had many supplies designated to Family Promise – 
sheets, pillows, lamps, comforters, blankets, kid’s socks 
and underwear, night lights, activities, and the like. Since 
we are no longer housing those in need twice a year, we 
have no use for these items. On Monday, March 25, 
several Mission members took an inventory and delivered 
the items to Naomi’s House in Oberlin – the former site of 
the Family Promise Day Center.  They will be given to 
folks as they acquire homes.  Neighborhood Alliance was 
quite excited to receive this generous donation and 
knows their clients will greatly appreciate the items as 
they begin the next chapters of their lives.  Thank you 
Charlie Weil, Chris Callahan, Wes Eddy, and Ray 
Stevens for all your help that day. 

  

SWISS STEAK DINNER & DANCING  
TO THE MUSIC OF THE 50’s/60’s 

The Mission Outreach Team of LaPorte 
United Methodist Church invites you to a 
SWISS STEAK DINNER & DANCING TO THE MUSIC 
OF THE 50’s/60’s on Saturday, May 11, 2019 from 
6:00 to 9:00 PM. DJs for the evening will be Larry and 
Pat Farnsworth.  The Swiss Steak dinner includes Swiss 
Steak, Mashed Potatoes, Salad, Green Beans, Rolls, 
Dessert, and Beverages. Tickets are $15 for adult and 
$7.50 for children under 10.  Treat your mom or your 
favorite gal to a special night out.  Tickets will be sold in 
the Narthex on Sunday, or call the church at 440-458-
5717. All proceeds go towards supporting projects of 
LaPorte UMC. 

 

SPRING HELPING HAND DAY 

LaPorte’s Spring Helping Hand Day will be Saturday, 
May 19 from 9:00a.m. to 1:00p.m.  If you are in need of 
yard work or some simple repairs, we’d be glad to lend a 
hand.  If you’d like help, have questions, or would like to 
volunteer, please contact the church office at 440-458-
5717 or Charlie Weil at 440-458-6328.  
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SUMMER WORK MISSION WEEK 

With only a few available for a Summer 
Work Mission Week away, it has been decided to have 
one at home.  Be on the lookout for the dates and details. 
Our mission this summer will be our church building. The 
Trustees need some help in sprucing up and repairs so 
we will use our skills there. Please prayerfully consider 
giving your time and abilities to this outreach.  

 
FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT CONTINUES 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of about 8 people for the purpose of getting to 
know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and 
of course, food at a host person’s home. These 
gatherings occur every other month. Remaining this year 
– June, August, October, and December.  All are 
welcome to become a part of this fellowship – members 
and non-members of LaPorte, families (yes, your kids can 
join you if you wish), singles, couples. You do not even 
have to commit to hosting.  If you are interested in 
becoming a part of or have questions about this social 
ministry, contact Carl and Cheryl Smith (458-8288). 

  

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

Thank you so much for helping our children collect 
change for change each month. God bless your 
generous giving and those who are receiving. Those 
receiving our generous offerings will be May – Red 
Bird Mission and June – LaPorte’s Clothe-a-Kid. 

 

BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS  
CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 
Cornerstone Pregnancy Center 

1. Take a bottle.  

2. Pray for the lives of unborn babies and their parents. 

3. Fill the bottle with change (loose or paper) or a check 
(made out to “Cornerstone Pregnancy Services”). 

4. RETURN the filled bottle to LaPorte. 

5. THANK YOU!! YOU HAVE BEEN A BLESSING AND 
HAVE HELPED SAVE THE LIVES OF UNBORN 
CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY!! 

Questions see Chris Callahan or Cheryl Smith 

BABY BOTTLES ARE STILL AVAILABLE IN THE 
OFFICE HALLWAY FOR YOU TO FILL. 

  

COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 
Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing; 
community; participation.  Biblical definitions include 
fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, and 
by the spirit.  2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.” 
  
The first Sunday of each month, we celebrate communion 
by the breaking of the bread and drinking from the cup in 
remembrance of our Lord and Savior.  Not all Christians 
or people have that opportunity. Communion is an act of 
sharing. We are asking each person to bring a can or 
cans of food for our Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of 
the month – our communion Sundays. Items of need will 
be posted for the months.  General needs include canned 
chicken and tuna, oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged 
rice, canned fruit, pasta, pasta sauce, and applesauce. 
  
Let us take this opportunity to share our love to those in 
need.  Let us take delight in the work given to us to do, no 
matter how small.  As Jesus shares his love towards us 
through the bread and the cup, let us share communion 
through our Caring Cupboard.  If you have any questions, 
contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl Smith.  May all we do, 
bless others.  
  

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 
FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed.  The clothing collected will be sent to people all 
over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and those in need.  It is for 
clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric 
scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please.  Many 
have donated, therefore there was a need.  Tax 
deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put 
your donations in a bag and tie it.  That helps with the 
collection process. 

  

THANK YOU FROM 
THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE/TEAM 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 
of LaPorte.  If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/projects, be a servant on the 
Missions committee/team, or have any questions or 
suggestions about our servant community outreach, see 
Cheryl Smith (Chair).  The next meeting is in July, TBD. 
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2019 VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION TRIP 
Summerton, South Carolina 

  
The 2019 Volunteers in Mission Team returned to South Carolina with LaPorte being well represented by Charlie Weil, 
Harold Smith, Wes & Mary Eddy, and Cheryl Smith. They left early Sunday morning March 31st en route to Summerton, a 
small town south of Manning, South Carolina.  There, they took up residency at the Summerton Presbyterian Church Manse 
for 2 weeks.  The accommodations were a beautiful southern home with 4 bedrooms with bathrooms and cold showers, 
living area, dining area, laundry room and a big southern porch with rockers and a swing in a quiet 
neighborhood.  Extremely nice!  These 2 weeks were about what God had planned for them to do for the folks in the 
Summerton/Manning community. 
  
Wes Eddy was on the team to continue work on a start-up church in Summerton pastored by Myra Pearson.  They put up 
drywall, added drywall compound, painted ceilings and walls, leveled floors, put down flooring, installed doors – all so the 
congregation can soon begin to worship in their own church in a converted garage.  Myra’s church supplied 3 of our meals 
as a Thank You.  The team gave her a prayer shawl and card wishing them many blessings in their new church building. 
  
Charlie Weil, Harold Smith, and Cheryl Smith were part of the team to build porches and handicapped accessible ramps in 
Manning.  Despite the rain, cold, and finally warm days, they were able to complete 3 decks/porches and ramps for 3 
deserving families.  The first job was for Susan who had just suffered a stroke and was still in rehab. The other 2 porches 
and ramps were attached to trailers for Willie & Cheryl and Henry & Anne.  It was hard to keep Willie and Henry from 
helping us as they both had serious heart issues and wanted so badly to be a part of the build. 
  
Mary Eddy made sure our Manse (our home for the 2 weeks) was kept up, meals prepared, and laundry done. That was an 
added blessing. 
  
THANK YOU LAPORTE for all your thoughts and prayers for this Volunteer in Mission trip.  They were felt daily. If you’d like 
to see pictures or hear more about this experience, see one of the team members. 
  
Volunteering for mission trips gives one a true sense of how blessed we truly are.  Being able to share your faith, service, 
listening ears, and time with others, especially folks you do not know, is quite special and hard to explain. Blessings just 
overflow for both the servants and recipients. Evenings were filled with devotions, debriefing/sharing of the day, and relaxing 
to prepare for the next.   
  
As we say, “God doesn’t call the qualified, he qualifies the called”.  Yes, there is always something you can do on a mission 
trip as God has it all planned out for you.  All you have to do is say, “Here I am Lord.  Lead me to do your will.”  Please 
prayerfully consider becoming a part of a mission trip – SOWER in Ohio in the summer (be it local or away) or VIM out of 
state in the early spring.  It’s an experience like none other, and you’ll be thankful you did. 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LaPorte 2019 VIM Team –  
Wes & Mary Eddy, 

 Cheryl Smith 
Charlie Weil, and  

Harold Smith 
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Sympathy 
 

Our Christian sympathy, prayers and love go out to 
the friends and family of the following: 
 

Robert “Bobby” Warden (Michael & Debbie Warden) 
Bobby Glenn Warden entered into eternal rest on March 
8, 2019 at the age of 56.  He excelled in basketball and 
was the first in Elyria City history to score over 600 points 
in a season.  In 2004, he was inducted into the Elyria 
Sports Hall of Fame.    
 
Jim Thompson (John Thompson & Peg Pentito) Jim 
entered into eternal rest on March 21, 2019 after a battle 
with cancer. He had just celebrated his 68th birthday in 
January.  Jim’s life was celebrated by family and many 
friends.  
 
Jared R. Pullins (Jim & Claudia Baker) Jared entered 
into eternal rest on March 22, 2019 at the age of 35. He 
enjoyed music and played guitar.  He loved American 
History and participated in Civil War reenactments with 
his brother, Joshua.   
 
Arleen Brush (John Thompson) Arleen entered into 
eternal rest on March 24, 2019 at the age of 51. She 
leaves behind a son, Jacob, a daughter, Lindsey, her 
brother, Eric, as well as three sisters, Wanda, Ellen, and 
Juanita.  
  
June Yates (Ron & Kathy Yates) June entered in eternal 
rest on March 29, 2019 at the age of 93.  She drove a 
school bus for Firelands School District for 20 years and 
was a homemaker.  She loved spending time with her 
family and friends, cooking, traveling, playing cards, and 
Scrabble. 
 
William Wendell (Pastor Bill Wendell’s father) – Bill 
entered into eternal rest on April 14, 2019 at the age of 
78.  As a member of Church of the Lakes, he was the 
heart and soul of their Royal Family Kids Camp where he 
was known as “Captain Bill.”  Ping pong, snorkeling, 
fishing, golfing and puns were amongst his favorite 
things. 
 
Mildred “Millie” Coffin – Millie, a much-loved member of 
LaPorte UMC, entered into eternal rest on April 20, 2019 
at the age of 93. A resident of O’Neill Healthcare, she 
cherished the many visits from her church family and 
friends.  She always had a good story and hug for you. 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 
 

From Ron & Kathy Yates 
Thank you so much for the prayers, concern and 
expressions of sympathy upon the passing of our mother 
and mother-in-law, June Yates. 
 
From Mike & Debbie Warden 
We sincerely appreciate the prayers and cards received 
when Mike’s brother, Robert “Bobby” Warden, passed 
away unexpectedly in mid-March. The thoughtfulness of 
our church family is truly heartwarming and a blessing. 
 
From Jim & Claudia Baker 
Our heartfelt thanks to everyone for all of the kind 
expressions of sympathy and concern upon the passing 
of our nephew, Jared Pullins. 
 
From the Sasseville Family 
Thank you all so very much for blessing our family this 
(past) Christmas season.  We cannot thank you all 
enough!  Between the food and all of the wonderful gifts, 
our children, my husband and I all had a joyous holiday 
season. 
 
From St. Pauly Textiles 
Thank you for continuing to collaborate with us on the  
St. Pauly Textile clothing drop off shed project.  In 2018, 
roughly 15,096 garments of clothing were donated to your 
shed.  This was enough to clothe an estimated 1,830 
people.  Your organization raised $917.71 in in 2018 
through hosting this shed. 
 
From UMCOR 
Thank you for your gift received on 2/15/19 for $526.25.  
We are pleased to share that 100% of your contribution 
will support UMCOR’s U.S. disaster training and 
response.  Giving through The Advance, the designated 
giving channel of the UMC, enables United Methodists to 
partner with one another in mission and ministry around 
the world. Thank you for joining with us in God’s mission.   
 
From Heifer International 
Thank you for your most recent gift to Heifer ($114 
received on 3/28/19).  I hope you know that your support 
makes it possible for families to lift themselves out of 
hunger and poverty, once and for all.  Thanks to our 
tradition of “Passing on the Gift,” the family you help 
shares what they’ve received with another family.  This 
means your gift will be doubled, at the least, and have 
lasting effects far beyond the initial family you help. 
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From Bobbi Hess 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank and praise 
God for the love of my church family.  Limitless thanks to 
everyone who has helped me with rides and food and 
whatever other needs I had during my recovery from my 
knee problems.   
 
A special thank you to Pastor Luigi and Yusdenis for their 
many visits.  Pastor Luigi and I had many great 
discussions, and I love his heart for God’s people.  
 
Thank you to Mary Eddy, Stacy Goetz, Rachel Kisilewicz, 
Jon Kisilewicz, Malinda Rich, Jim and Jan Heron and 
especially my ‘bestie’ Anjanette Hignett for driving me 
hither and yon while I couldn’t drive. (If I missed anyone, 
I’m sorry, and thank you as well.)   
 
Special thanks to Jon Kisilewicz for stepping up to the 
plate and keeping the Community Breakfast running so 
excellently!  I didn’t need to worry about this ministry 
continuing while I was unable to do anything, because I 
knew that you were there!   
 
Thank you to everyone who sent me cards and well 
wishes.  Thank you for all the thousands of prayers for 
my recovery delivered to heaven’s throne.  Most 
especially, my praise and thanks to my God and Savior 
for the miracle of my healing.  When my tendon first tore, 
the doctor said that if my knee did not heal on its own 
(which he termed a miracle), I would have to have 
another surgery (with only a 50% - at BEST – chance of 
success) followed by a minimum of 3 months in a hip to 
toe non-removable cast! I never had to have the surgery 
because God provided the miracle! Continuous praise to 
God for the miracle of my healing and to all of you for 
your unending prayers requesting the miracle!  I can 
never thank all of you enough. 
 
May God bless each and every one of you with the 
miracles you need in your life.  You all are a miracle in 
mine. 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Did you know? 
Heritage Sunday 2019 – May 19 – will celebrate the 150th anniversary of United Methodist Women and is themed  
"Bold Faith, Audacious Women."  
 
Heritage Sunday is an annual observance for United Methodists to remember and reflect on their legacy. It is an ideal time 
for local churches and Annual Conference Commissions on Archives and History and Historical Societies to develop 
programs and projects reflecting the importance of history in congregational formation and casting the future. 

LaPorte UMC has a website, 
Facebook page,  

and YouTube channel! 
 

Check out our website  
at laportechurch.org and be sure to like us on 

Facebook (@laporteumc) to keep in touch 
with what the church is doing.   

Subscribe to us on YouTube for sermons 
you’d like to hear again. 

 

What is Faith?  Decode the quiz by 
changing the letters as indicated in the 
code box.  See Hebrews 11:1-6 for help. 
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Faithful Stewards 

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its 
various forms. 1 Peter 4:10 NIV 

 

In an effort to make a better usage of our assets and reduce the cost of postage, paper, and 
printing we would like to begin sending the newsletter electronically. Below is a brief description of 
some of the benefits of going paperless: 

1. It will be more cost effective and less labor intensive. The church is going to be able to reduce 
expenses and save money on paper, ink, and postage. The money that will be saved can be used 
for missions, outreach, and so forth. 

2. Delivery will be easier and faster. After our editor is done with the process of proofreading, 
polishing and refining you will get the The Belltower in your inbox in less than a minute.   

3. Easy information sharing. It will be easier for you to share the The Belltower with as many 
people as you want without giving up your copy. That way we can share the Good News of 
Jesus Christ and our church information with others.  

4. Better on the environment. Obviously, the less paper we use, the less it’s disposed and less has 
to be made. You can also save the The Belltower in your computer for as long as you want 
without having too many papers sitting around at home. 

5. Better design. We are going to be able to add more pictures, graphics and other visual aids. The 
visual quality of the newsletter will improve to a significant extent. We will be able to produce a 
newsletter in color with no page limit. 

Please, consider the idea of signing up to receive the The Belltower electronically. We will be 
testing this option for the next months to make sure it satisfies the needs of our family of believers. 
We are aware that not every person in our church does email, so we are going to have printed copies 
of the The Belltower available at the church for those people.  

So, if you want to sign up for the paperless version of the The Belltower, the easiest way to do it 
is by sending an email to laporteumc@laportechurch.org with E-The Belltower as the subject. You can 
also call the office at (440) 458-5717. We will also have forms to update contact information in 
upcoming Sunday Worship bulletins.  

I would like to encourage you to receive the The Belltower in electronic format in lieu of paper 
copies. Let us know if you need a printed copy. We want to make sure that we have enough of them 
available for pick up at the church. 

 

Together in Christ, 

Pastor Luigi



10 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage PAID 

Elyria, Ohio  44035 

Permit No. 310 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LaPorte United Methodist Church 
2071 Grafton Road 
Elyria, OH  44035 
 

May / June   2019 
 

Staff: 

Pastor:  Luigi Perez 

Secretary:  Linda Gwinn 

Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 

Choir Director:  Anjanette Hignett 

Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 

Custodian:  Donna Smith 
 


