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Blessed People 

Blessed are you… 
Matthew 5:11 NIV 

It was a rainy and cold day. We were standing on the mountain, facing the lake. The water looked hazy; 
like it was mirroring the various shades of the clouds. The scenery was beautiful. People were taking 
pictures, chanting, praying, reading, contemplating, listening, and even running to find shelter as they 
were trying to avoid the jarring showers.  

I was looking around while trying to listen to the explanation of our guide. We were standing on what is 
believed to be the place where, according to Matthew, Jesus preached his first major sermon, The Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5 – 7). The place has been baptized with a name that references the opening words 
of Jesus’ homily, Mount of Beatitudes. Indeed, this is holy ground, a place of blessedness. All around this 
area, Jesus taught and blessed thousands of people with grace and power. 

It was time to memorialize the moment. We got ready to read the first part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 
The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-12). I pulled my Bible out. Well, I take that back. I pulled my phone out and 
opened the Bible application, quickly found the passage, and followed the reading. The ruddy letters 
reminded me that Jesus pronounced these statements.  

As I began to read the known passage, I could feel the redness of the print in my face. My ears heated up. 
The reason? I could say these symptoms were the byproduct of the Mediterranean diet. Yet, I believe that 
Jesus’ words were causing me to have an emotional/corporal response as they were challenging my 
notion of the meaning of being blessed.  

People feel blessed when new doors open, when growth is experienced, when success is marking their 
career, and when hard work pays off.  There is nothing wrong with feeling this way when things are 
heading “the right way.” However, what do we consider ourselves when the opposite of achievements, 
opportunities and friendliness is the norm of our daily living? How do we consider ourselves when we 
experience mourning, rejection, betrayals, and injustice? 

As I pondered on this text, I realized that Jesus preached The Beatitudes at a time when being blessed was 
equated with having victories, progress, and the goodwill of others. In such a time, those who 
experienced misfortunes, hardships, and sufferings were perceived as losers under punishment due to 
their unfaithfulness to God. And most likely, Jesus was speaking to people who were not considered 
blessed because of the cultural depiction of such a term. 
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I found relief as I reflected on Jesus’ words. I am very grateful that Jesus changed the narrative. I don’t 
have to sink in desperation when having bad, uncomfortable days and even seasons because I know that 
“Blessedness has nothing to do with comfort.” Actually, this is one of the lessons we can draw from this 
portion of the Bible: we are blessed because the Creator of the cosmos came to meet us face to face to 
express a divine and never-forsaking love.  

We go through different seasons in our own personal lives. We know what mourning is. You may know 
what injustice is. Isolation and loneliness may be defining your current reality. Maybe, you have come to 
know first-hand the effects of violence and negligence. At times, life for you may be an easy ride or a 
bumpy, trying journey. Nevertheless, hear the Good News!!! Regardless of your current situation, you are 
blessed. The fountain of every blessing, the God from whom all blessings flow, is with you.  

May you find courage in the fact that you belong to God’s blessed people. 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Luigi  

 

 
A Lenten Journey:  The “I AM” Sayings 

Wednesdays March 4 - April 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Join us on a corporate journey as we examine The I AM Sayings and 
seek to know God more intimately through the person of Jesus Christ. 
The congregation is invited to observe spiritual practices and to share 
their growth and insights with other believers. Starting Wednesday, 
March 4 at 6:30 p.m. and continuing each Wednesday evening during 
Lent, Pastor Luigi will lead a group in conversations and reflections. 
The conversations will be based on reflection guides, which will be 
distributed in the bulletin each week beginning on Sunday, March 1. 
 

 
HOLY LAND PRESENTATION 

 

Pastor Luigi and Yusdenis will bring the Holy Land to 
LaPorte through the sharing of their experiences and 
images from their recent journey through Israel.  Please 
join them after worship on Sunday, March 15th at 12:15 
p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Soup and salad will be provided.  
If you would like to bring something to share, a dessert or 
side dish would be welcome.  See you there! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Firelands District  2-6 p.m. 

2020 Camping season will be here before you know it! 
East Ohio Camps are offering the following Open Houses: 

Saturday, 3/28/2020 - Camp Aldersgate – Open House and Summer Preview – 2–5 p.m. 
Saturday, 4/4/2020  - Wanake - Resurrection Egg Hunt & Camp Preview Day! – 2-6 p.m. 

Sunday, 4/5/2020 - Camp Asbury – Open House and Summer Preview – 2-5 p.m. 
More information may be found at:  www.EOCSummercamps.org 

Campership (financial aid) forms may also be found at the church office. 
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United Methodist Women  
Spring Meeting at LaPorte UMC 
Saturday, March 14 at 1:00 p.m. 

 
Our gathering will begin with dessert and a brief 
meeting.  Then, we will be blessed with the gifts of David 
Wells, a speaker and musician.  He will speak 
on “Bullying” and the “Importance of Making Right 
Choices.”  Please indicate that you plan to attend on the 
sign-up sheet in the welcoming area of the church.  The 
cost at the door is $7 for UMW members and a free-will 
offering will be appreciated from non-members.  Please 
plan to join us! 
 

 
THE 6:18 PRAYER GROUP will NOT be meeting 
during the Lenten season.  Plan to join us as we resume 
our meetings beginning Tuesday, April 14 at 6:18 p.m. 
You don’t have to attend every week, so please feel free 
to drop in any Tuesday evening at 6:18 to participate in 
intercessory prayer.  We meet every Tuesday evening in 
the sanctuary, except for the Tuesday prior to the 
Wednesday evening service each month.   
 

 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
 

The Wednesday morning Ladies’ 
Bible Study invites you to come and 
study God’s word and enjoy 
fellowship with us. The book we are 
studying now is Romans: The Gospel 
of Grace, by David Jeremiah. 
 

We meet each Wednesday morning at 9:30 a.m. in the 
church library.  If you have questions, please contact the 
church office or Paulette at 440-610-5982.  We hope to 
see you there! 
 

 
Lay Servant Training 

March 28, 2020    8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Norwalk First UMC/60 W. Main St./Norwalk 

 

Are you sensing God’s call to greater service in the 
church?  Attend this training to learn more about the Lay 
Servant Ministries program.  There are two courses to 
choose from:  Basic Course or Accountable Discipleship.  
The cost is $25, and you must register by March 13 in 
order to have your book(s) mailed to you.  A tri-fold flyer 
with registration information is available on the podium as 
you exit the church.  You may also call the District 
Office at 419-668-6115. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday, April 5 
 9:30 a.m. – Sunday School & Egg Scramble 
11:00 a.m. – Worship, Palm Processional 

Wednesday, April 8 
6:30 p.m.– The “I AM” Sayings – Conversation 

Maundy Thursday, April 9  
7:00 p.m. – Worship 

Good Friday, April 10 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. – Come as you are led for a time 
of personal devotion and prayer. 

Easter Sunday, April 12  
Easter Sunday Sunrise Service – Details TBD 
11:00 a.m. – Easter Sunday Worship 
 

 

United Methodist Men’s Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All men of LaPorte are invited to attend the monthly 
United Methodist Men’s Meetings. They are held on the 
second Monday evening of each month. Dinner begins at 
6:00 p.m. with a meeting and study to follow. Men of 
LaPorte – get involved!  Our next meeting is Monday, 
March 9th.  Questions?  Please contact Carl Smith. 
 

 

Cookie Baking for  
Kairos Prison Ministry               
International, Inc.  

 
Join us in Fellowship Hall Next Sunday, March 8 at 
4:00 p.m. to bake and bag cookies for the Kairos retreat 
taking place March 19-22, 2020 at the Trumbull 
Correctional Institution. Kairos is made up of clergy and 
volunteers who tend to the spiritual needs of incarcerated 
men, women, and youth, as well as their families.   

(Learn more on page 11) 
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Finance Committee Update 
Renee Bush, Chair 

 

Many thanks for your giving! 
 

Your faithful tithes and offerings for 2019 were 
$190,012.20.  Our 2019 Annual Budget & Expenditures 
was $218,100.00 and our total spent for 2019 was 
$189,105.86. Combined with judicious spending and the 
hard work of the Trustees in renegotiating several 
contracts, Laporte United Methodist Church met most of 
its expenses in 2019. The expenses include the district 
apportionments which were paid in full and the 
conference apportionments, of which almost 75% were 
paid in full. 
 
 We are starting 2020 with a positive balance in our 
general fund of $24,010.68. Our 2020 Annual Budget & 
Expenditures is $213,811.00. This year, we plan to fund 
as many projects and special events as possible directly 
from the general operating fund.  We will not be 
establishing new designated funds, and several funds are 
being rolled into the general operating fund.  For 
example, the Community Breakfast will be funded directly 
from the operating fund this year.  If you have supported 
this special fund in the past, please continue to make 
your donations by using the "regular budget" on your 
giving envelope.  

 
 
 

Missions News 
  

Cheryl Smith missions@laportechurch.org 
 

 
 

 

Change for Change is transitioning to make a bigger 
impact.  Instead of reaching out to 12 different 
organizations throughout the year, we will now focus on 
three major outreach areas.  They will be Sleep in 
Heavenly Peace, Smile Train, and Samaritan’s Purse – 
Operation Christmas Child.  Those receiving our 
generous offerings for March, April and May will be Sleep 
in Heavenly Peace.  The monies collected in those 3 
months will go towards another LaPorte Bed Build. 
Information on our build will be forthcoming.  Thank you 
so much for helping our children collect change for 
change each month. God bless your generous giving 
and those who are receiving. 

 

Operation Christmas Child 
Year-Long Project 

LaPorte will begin a year-long 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
project of collecting items for the 
Christmas Shoeboxes. Each month 

we will be focusing on specific items to be included in the 
boxes.  Labeled boxes/tubs will be available for your 
donations in the hallway across from the church office.  
Monthly listings will be available on the containers for you 
to take with you.  It is perfectly fine to donate previously 
listed or future items at any time.  

A few reminders: 
~ items must fit inside a shoebox 
~ multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 
 

~ Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or 
damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, 
knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit 
rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or 
liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; 
breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; 
aerosol cans 
~ gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and 
pieces are there and it looks fairly new 
 

Savvy shoppers know that they can look for shoebox 
items throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight as 
many boys and girls as possible around the world. 

 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
January & February:  Hats, Scarves, Gloves, Accessories 
March:  Quality Crafts 
April:  Stuffed Animals 
May:  Hygiene Items 
June:  Toys 
July:  Clothing Items 
August:  School Supplies 
September:  Games 
October:  Letters and Photos 
November:  Donations for shipping ($9/box) 
December:  Pray for the kids receiving the boxes 

 

2020 VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) TRIP 

The 2020 VIM Team returns March 7 from Marion, South 
Carolina where they have been working since February 
22.  Our LaPorte team includes Wes & Mary Eddy, 
Charlie Weil, Harold Smith, & Cheryl Smith.  They join 12 
other folks from our district. THANK YOU FOR HELPING 
SPONSOR OUR TEAM WITH YOUR GENEROUS 
GIFTS.  Please continue to keep the 2020 VIM Team in 
your prayers.  Upon returning, they will share their 
experiences with the congregation. 

for  
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DINNER AND DANCE  
TO THE MUSIC OF  
THE ’50s AND ’60s 

The Mission Committee/Team 
invites you to a DINNER AND 
DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF 
THE ’50s/’60s on Saturday, 
May 9, 2020. MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS!!!!  SPREAD THE NEWS!!!  The 
Farnsworth Team is returning to share their music 
and dance skills with us. Details on the meal and times 
to follow.  All proceeds go towards the many mission 
outreach opportunities of LaPorte – Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace, Clothe-a-Kid, Samaritan’s Purse Operation 
Christmas Child, VIM trips, and more. 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the 
world.  It helps our environment by keeping the clothing 
out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is 
for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No 
rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. 
Please put your donations in a bag and tie it. That helps 
with the collection process.  Thank you! 
 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT CONTINUES 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of about 8 people for the purpose of getting to 
know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and 
of course, food at a host person’s home. These 
gatherings occur every other month.  All are welcome to 
become a part of this fellowship.  This is open to all – 
members and non-members of LaPorte, families (yes, 
your kids can join you if you wish), singles, couples. You 
do not even have to commit to hosting. Additional 
information sheets are available in the church welcoming 
area.  If you are interested in becoming a part of or have 
questions about this social ministry, contact Carl and 
Cheryl Smith (458-8288). 

 
CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 

COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 

Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing; 
community; participation.  Biblical definitions include 
fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, and 
by the spirit.  2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to 

bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.” 
  
The first Sunday of each month, we celebrate communion 
by the breaking of the bread and drinking from the cup in 
remembrance of our Lord and Savior.  Not all Christians 
or people have that opportunity.  Communion is an act of 
sharing. We are asking each person to bring a can or 
cans of food for our Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of 
the month – our communion Sundays. Items of need will 
be posted for the months.  General needs include canned 
chicken and tuna, oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged 
rice, canned fruit, and applesauce.  
  
Let us take this opportunity to share our 
love with those in need.  Let us take 
delight in the work given to us to do, no 
matter how small.  As Jesus shares his 
love towards us through the bread and 
the cup, let us share communion through 
our Caring Cupboard.  If you have any 
questions, contact Linda Gwinn or 
Cheryl Smith.      

May all we do, bless others. 
 

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS 
COMMITTEE/TEAM 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 
of LaPorte. If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions 
committee/team, or have any questions/suggestions 
about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith 
(Chair).  Our next Missions Meeting will be Monday, 
March 9 at 6:00. 
 

 
LaPorte UMC has a website, Facebook 

page, and YouTube channel!  
 

Check out our website at laportechurch.org  
and be sure to like us on Facebook (@laporteumc)  

to keep in touch with what the church is doing.  
Subscribe to us on YouTube  

for sermons you’d like to hear again. 
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Words of Gratitude 
 
From Carol Wilson: 
I would like to thank my fellow Christians for all their 
cards and phone calls.  They are really appreciated. It 
seems like a long way to recovery, but each day I seem 
to be getting stronger.  I pray that God will bring me back 
to full strength.  Thank you again for all your thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
From Helen Brown and Family: 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone for all the support and care 
you showed us during Harry’s passing. Your cards and 
letters are so appreciated and are often re-read.  God 
bless you. 
 
From Clete & Lois Johnson: 
We would like to thank everyone for the prayers, phone 
calls, cards and food.  Your thoughtfulness was greatly 
appreciated.  An abundance of blessings to all of you! 
 
From Jim Baker: 
Thank you for all of the cards, phone calls and prayers 
during my many hospital stays during October, 
November, and December, as well as my continuing 
health issues during January and February.  I also want 
to thank Pastor Luigi for his many visits to the 
hospital.  My church family has truly been a blessing to 
me. 
 
From Linda Cowie:  
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my entire 
church family for all the prayers, cards, love, support and 
food during my husband Chris’s battle with ALS and after 
he passed away on December 23rd. It’s times like these 
that reinforce the importance of belonging to a community 
of believers who are there to uplift and support us during 
life’s sorrows and setbacks and to help us celebrate life’s 
accomplishments. I thank God for leading me to LaPorte 
church 25 years ago, and I love each and every one of 
you. 
 
From Sheree Vajda: 
Dear Church Family, I would like to thank you for the 
cards, food, phone calls, prayers and love that you've 
given to me since the untimely death of my husband, Jay. 
Your love and support helped to ease the grief. 
 
From Ray & LaWanda Tigert: 
Just a note to say “Thank you” for the shawls, especially 
in January.  Your kind gesture will last a lifetime.  Thank 
you all and God bless! 

From Cathy Bates: 
Thank you, UMW, for the Christmas gift bag of things I 
enjoyed eating and other things I enjoyed using.  I can’t 
figure out how you knew what I needed or wanted before 
I did!  Kind of reminded me of the sunshine basket of 
years ago.  It was very kind of you to think of me, and all 
of it was very much appreciated. 
 
From Smile Train: 
Thank you for your generous gift!  Your support brings us 
closer to achieving our goal of giving every child with a 
cleft the treatment they deserve.  Your support is the 
driving force behind all we do.  In just the past year alone, 
you’ve helped us enable more than 100,00 cleft surgeries 
in more than 70 countries across six continents. 
 
From Love INC: 
On behalf of Love INC of Lorain County, we sincerely 
thank you for your donation of $128 in 2019.  Your 
generous contribution supported our mission and vision 
to love the vulnerable in our area by mobilizing churches 
and volunteers to meet their needs in practical and 
substantial ways. 
 

 

Sympathy 
 

Our Christian sympathy, prayers and love are 
extended to the friends and family of the following: 

 

Lanny Pyles (Maie Jackson’s brother) 
Lanny (70) peacefully passed away on Monday, February 
17, 2020, surrounded by family.  He was a printer for 
most of his professional life.  Lanny will be greatly missed 
by family, including his son, Aaron.   
 
Albert William Larimer (Judy Hartung’s brother-in-law) 
Al (86) passed away peacefully at home on February 10, 
2020, surrounded by family.  He was the beloved 
husband of Carol for 62 years and the devoted father of 
three.  A proud veteran, Al served in the U.S. Army as a 
Corporal and he was stationed in Germany.   
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          Methodist Youth Fellowship 
       Stacy Goetz, Youth Director    youthdirector@laportechurch.org 
 
 
Education 
 
Sunday School Classes meet every Sunday at 9:30 am until 10:30 am.  Elementary school classes are using the Dig-In 
program from GROUP and studying The Heart of God.  Any and all children are welcome to join the class, even if you are 
just visiting.  We look forward to seeing your children and learning all about God with them.   
 

 
Sunday, April 5th is Palm Sunday!  Join us for our Easter Egg Scramble. (Yes, scramble. We don’t hide things well 
enough to need to hunt for them.) We will have a short lesson as well as a craft available to make.  Children will also lead 
the Palm processional for the 11:00 a.m. Worship Service.  We hope you plan to attend. 
 
Anyone wishing to donate candy for the Egg Scramble may do so by leaving individually wrapped candies in the church 
office or outside the education office door by March 29th.  Candies need to be able to fit inside a plastic egg.  Anyone 
wishing to help stuff eggs may join the youth group in doing so on Sunday, March 29th at 3:00 pm.  Thank you for your 
donations! 
 

 

BIG NEWS!!! 
 Summer is almost here!  More specifically... VBS! 

Some changes have been made this year to accommodate more students and volunteers! 
 

First of all, here are the specifics...Rocky Railway VBS will 
be held July 6 - 10 and 12.  We will be meeting at LaPorte 
United Methodist Church as follows:  Monday - Friday, 
July 6-10 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. and Sunday, July 12 
from 9:30 a.m. - Noon for the VBS Program in church. 
 
Our goal is to bring more people, children and adults, into this 

amazing ministry.  With that in mind, we will be putting up a registration site online, as well as having paper forms 
available at the church.  It will be vital to this ministry and its changes to have as accurate a count as possible.  Anyone 
wishing to volunteer their time can contact Stacy Goetz at youthdirector@laportechurch.org .  There are many areas in 
which volunteers will be needed.  Behind the scenes and upfront.  Just want to help decorate?  That will be great!  Want to 
help prepare the snack? Wonderful! Do you have skills in herding children during physical gameplay?  Bless you, I have a 
job for you!  The point is, no matter what the task is that needs to be done, all is important to the success of the ministry.  If 
you want to be a part of the wildest, craziest, most awesome team...then we want you to hop on board.  
 

 
MYF 
 
Boy, do we have some things cooking!  A lot of what we have in the making will happen late spring/early summer.  In the 
future, look for announcements in regards to a Sunday Luncheon served by the youth, I Scream for Jesus Ice Cream 
FUNDRAISER (PointFest Tickets), Youth Sunday Service (Father’s Day). 
 
We took a break and went on Retreat.  Sunday, February 16th, we headed out to Louisville, OH.  We participated with 50+ 
teens in a fun-filled, Spirit-filled program called Plugged In.  Many things happened over the course of our time together, 
which did include a nighttime sleep, although I’m not sure how much the kids actually slept.  We played games, we ate, we 
prayed, we laughed, we cried, we attended two, yes two, worships...one Sunday night and one Monday morning.  
Wonderful music and beautiful voices lifted together to sing praises to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Messages from Dr. 
Duffy Robbins, a Professor of youth ministry. 

Continued  
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Did we grow individually? YES!  Did we grow as a group? YES!!  Did we do it on our own?  NO!! 
 

We felt the Spirit.  Some said they felt something they never felt before.  Profound experience.  They were moved.  Jesus 
reached right out and grabbed ahold of all of us letting us know that we were not alone in this.  Your prayers for the youth 
have made an impact on them as well.  I often ponder on just how lucky our church is to have such mature and respectful 
young Christians.  The only way we get this fortunate is by being a HUGE part of their spiritual growth.  Whether it is a word 
or two, coming to a youth sponsored event, praying, mentoring, just being present, no matter how you have impacted their 
faith walk, you have impacted it for sure.  It truly does take a village and you should all be proud of our youth. (I know I am!) 
 

 

 
 
 

Hint    
A=1,  
B=2,  
C=3, etc. 
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             UPCOMING EVENTS – MARCH 2020 
Please check the bulletin insert(s) and/or listen to announcements for new events and updates. 

Sunday, March 1 11:00 a.m. Worship Service – Communion / Caring Cupboard Food Collection 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully” Bible Study with Rev. Mark Vale 

Monday, March 2 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry - Meeting 
Wednesday, March 4 9:30 a.m. Ladies’  Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Worship & “I AM” Sayings – Reflections/Conversations 

Thursday, March 5 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, March 8 11:00 a.m. Worship Service        Daylight Savings Time Begins at 2:00 a.m. on Sunday,  March 8! 

 4:00 p.m. Cookie Baking for Kairos Ministry Retreat 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully” Bible Study with Rev. Mark Vale 

Monday, March 9 6:00 p.m. United Methodist Men - Meeting 
 6:00 p.m. Missions - Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Tuesday, March 10 6:00 p.m. Finance Committee Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Meeting Night 

Wednesday, March 11 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. “I AM” Sayings – Reflections & Conversations with Pastor Luigi 

Thursday, March 12 10:00 a.m. Nominating Committee Meeting 
 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

Saturday, March 14 1:00 p.m. Firelands District United Methodist Women’s Meeting with guest speaker David Wells 
Sunday, March 15 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 12:15 p.m. Holy Land Presentation by Pastor Luigi and Yusdenis – light lunch provided 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully” Bible Study with Rev. Mark Vale 

Wednesday, March 18 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. “I AM” Sayings – Reflections & Conversations with Pastor Luigi 

Thursday, March 19 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, March 22 11:00 a.m. Worship Service - UMCOR Sunday  

 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully” Bible Study with Rev. Mark Vale 
Monday, March 23 7:00 p.m. Robson Road Meeting 

Wednesday, March 25 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. “I AM” Sayings – Reflections & Conversations with Pastor Luigi 

Thursday, March 26 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, March 29 8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast  

 11:00 a.m. Jubilee Worship Service 
 

       SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (does not meet on the last Sunday of the month) 
8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour – OR – Community Breakfast on the last Sunday of the month 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) – Middle & High School 

 Note:  Jr. MYF will join meetings on the first Sunday of the month - 3-5 p.m. 
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   UPCOMING EVENTS – APRIL 2020 
Please check the bulletin insert(s) and/or listen to announcements for new events and updates. 
 

Wednesday, April 1 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Worship & “I AM” Sayings, Reflections/Conversations with Pastor Luigi 

Thursday, April 2 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
 Palm Sunday, April 5 9:30 a.m. Sunday School & Easter Egg Scramble 

 11:00 a.m. Palm Sunday Worship Service / Palm Procession 
Monday, April 6 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministry Meeting 

Tuesday, April 7 3:30 p.m. S.P.R.C. Meeting 
Wednesday, April 8 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 
 6:30 p.m. “I AM” Sayings – Reflections & Conversations with Pastor Luigi 

Maundy Thursday, April 9 7:00 p.m. Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
Good Friday, April 10 1:00-3:00 p.m. Good Friday – Sanctuary Open for Prayer 

Easter Sunday, April 12 TBD Easter Sunday Sunrise Service 
 11:00 a.m. Easter Sunday Worship Service 

Monday, April 13 6:00 p.m. United Methodist Men - Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Tuesday, April 14 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group (resumes after Lenten break) 
 7:00 p.m. Ad Council Meeting 

Wednesday, April 15 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 a.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, April 16 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, April 19 11:00 a.m. Worship Service  

Tuesday, April 21 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, April 22 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, April 23 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, April 26 8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 

 11:00 a.m. Jubilee Worship Service – Native American Sunday 
Tuesday, April 28 3:30 p.m. Lay Visitation Ministry Meeting 

 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, April 29 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, April 30 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
 

       SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (does not meet on the last Sunday of the month) 
8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour – OR – Community Breakfast on the last Sunday of the month 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) – Middle & High School 

 Note:  Jr. MYF will join meetings on the first Sunday of the month - 3-5 p.m. 

 

 

Be sure to save these dates!! 
Sat. 5/2 – Ladies’ Spring Tea 
Sat. 5/9 – Dinner & Dance: 50s & 60s Music 
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Kairos Prison Ministry International, Inc.   
 

Kairos is a Christian faith-based ministry that 
addresses the spiritual needs of incarcerated men, 
women, youth, and their families. By sharing the 
love and forgiveness of Jesus Christ, Kairos 
changes hearts, transforms lives and impacts the 
world. 
 
Kairos sprang from the Cursillo movement, created 
in Spain in 1948 (Cursillo means “short course” in 
Spanish). It is supported by volunteers from 4th 
Day movements including The Upper Room's Walk 
To Emmaus (General Board of Discipleship of the 
United Methodist Church) as well as by volunteers 
from independent and non-denominational 
Christian churches. As a ministry, Kairos embraces 
a diverse group of Christian volunteers working 
together to fulfill Christ's call to action in Matthew 
25:36 (“…I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.”) 
 
Kairos is composed of well-organized and well-
trained inter-denominational volunteer teams – both 
clergy and laypersons – who work in cooperation 
with the prison Chaplain. The Chaplain carefully 
selects up to 42 positive and negative inmate 
leaders to attend a 3 ½ day Weekend led by same-
gender Kairos volunteers. 
 
The program concept is to build the Christian 
community inside the prison, where the Kairos 
Community prays and fellowships together on a 
regular basis. These “Prayer and Share” Groups 
meet weekly. In addition, each month volunteers 
return for a “Reunion” of the entire Kairos 
community. As the Kairos Christian community 
inside a prison grows and begins to gain influence, 
the incidence of prison violence decreases. The 
fact that we return again and again to each prison 
is what distinguishes Kairos from other prison 
ministries. Without our follow up support, the efforts 
of the 3 ½ day retreat would quickly be lost to the 
prison environment. The Kairos program helps 
prisoners re-enter the outside world with a God-
centered perspective and a new desire to become 
productive citizens. 
 
Kairos is self-supporting by the volunteers that go 
into the prison as well as the volunteers who 
support the lay and clergy ministers from their local  
churches. 

 This year as a congregation we have the 
opportunity to join together and support Kairos #37 
at Trumbull Correctional Institution. Timothy 
Schluter will be serving Christ and witnessing to the 
transformative nature of God's love when he enters 
Trumbull Correctional Institution March 19 - 22. 
 
What can you do? 
 

Cookies - During the weekend retreat, snacks are 
served, specifically homemade cookies. These are 
a special and much-appreciated treat. And in the 
same way that God's love is available to everyone, 
the cookies are given to everyone and not just the 
weekend retreat participants. So, 2,400 dozen 
cookies are needed for the weekend, which works 
out to about 80 dozen per volunteer. Join us at the 
church at 4:00 pm. on Sunday evening March 8 
to bake and bag cookies and pray for the 
volunteers and inmates participating in the 
Kairos weekend. 
 
Meals - Meals are cooked and served separately 
from the population. Each volunteer is responsible 
for raising the money for their meals as well as the 
meals for the inmate with whom they are partnered. 
You can support the volunteer ministers and 
inmates by purchasing meal tickets at just $10 
each.  
 
Prayer Vigil - Prayer is a significant component of 
the Kairos weekend.  It is one of the most important 
ways in which you can support both the volunteers 
and inmates participating in the weekend 
experience. The prayer vigil runs from 2:00 pm. 
on Thursday until the close of the Kairos 
weekend ate 3:30 pm. Sunday. Please consider 
supporting Kairos through participation in the 
prayer vigil. The first names and city of participants 
are written on paper which is then formed into a 
chain and hung around the room.  The chain is a 
visual representation to the participants that they 
are surrounded by the love of thousands of 
Christians around the country who are lifting them 
up in prayer throughout the entire weekend. 
 
Timothy Schluter 
timschluter@gmail.com 
(440) 328-8310 
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