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Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand,  
that he may lift you up in due time.  

 1 Peter 5:6 
Dear Friends, 
 

We are a week into the season of Lent and I hope the spirit of humbleness is secure in your hearts. But why 
are we called to this state of humbleness?  

 
In the Gospels, we read that Jesus spends forty days in the wilderness where he fasted and prayed. 

Webster’s Dictionary defines humility as “a modest or low view of one’s own importance.” This can be misleading 
in that neither Jesus nor we are called to view ourselves with low regard. But we, as did Jesus, can learn something 
from denying ourselves and focusing on God’s greatness in the wilderness experiences and all moments of life. 

 
Lent is the season where we seek spiritual renewal as we reevaluate our journey of faith. Jesus was tempted 

in the wilderness, so he focused on God and not his human abilities. His spiritual tank, as they say, was filled! Is 
your spiritual tank running on empty, has the “light” come on signaling the need for more fuel? Why would that 
be? We all are prey to becoming too busy and forgetting to spend time with God.  Lent can help us refocus on the 
importance of communing with God, a time to fill our tanks! A time to be quiet and listen for God’s response. 

 
Maybe you feel as if you are in a wilderness personally or spiritually. I encourage you to commune with 

God in these forty days and follow the leading of Jesus by finding moments and places to hide away from the 
world. Humbleness in these days will allow God to speak to us, guide us, and show us a new path to spiritual 
renewal and relationship with him. I encourage you to follow the Bible study written to complement the “To 
Journey with Jesus” sermon series for Lent. Also, continue in personal prayers and scripture reading, open your 
mind and heart to the leading of God that he may restore you during Lent! When we do this, we begin to see the 
greatness of God that is more powerful than the wilderness moments of life and he will lift us up in “due time.” 

 
On March 7th we will begin in-person worship in our sanctuary. The “Leadership Team,” known before as 

the “Single Board,” has considered the administration rates of vaccinations and decline in infection rates, and has 
decided that the church body can safely resume in-person services. This is with the understanding of strict 
adherence to safety protocols. 

 
We will continue our online services as they are vital in reaching those who will continue to not attend in-

person services, as well as others in the community. This is not a decision that has been made lightly as we 
consider the health and safety of all persons to be of vital importance. Hence, you will find more information about 
the protocols for reopening on page 8, which will be mandatory for the safety of all persons.  

            (continued) 
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I look forward to seeing you in person and I pray you seek God in the moments of this season. I hope you 
find for what and how God is calling you. What service does he wish from you? If nothing else, God is calling you 
to a great relationship with him. In the words of the pop icon Blondie, God is saying “Call Me, any, any time.” I 
pray you respond to God’s invitations and I pray for the blessing of Christ as you seek God in these days. 
 
Serving Christ Together, 
Pastor William 
 

 
 

General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. Men’s Study - Meeting at LaPorte 
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School – Via video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for 

access info at dvanar@yahoo.com 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service – In-person, beginning Sunday, March 7.  Worship Services will still 

be live-streamed, as well as recorded and later posted online. 
 3:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting - Meeting remotely 

Tuesdays 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group (at LaPorte) - Postponed – Please pray at home with us! 
Wednesdays  A Word of Encouragement - (see below to learn how to participate) 

 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) - Postponed 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study - Meeting remotely 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

More details forthcoming about Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter worship services. 
 

 

In-Person Worship Resumes Sunday, March 7, 2021 
 

On March 7th we will begin in-person worship in our sanctuary. The “Leadership Team,” known before as the “Single Board,” 
has considered the administration rates of vaccinations and decline in infection rates, and has decided that the church body 
can safely resume in-person services. This is with the understanding of strict adherence to safety protocols. 
 
We will continue our online services as they are vital in reaching those who will continue to not attend in-person services, as 
well as others in the community. This is not a decision that has been made lightly as we consider the health and safety of all 
persons to be of vital importance. (Please see page 8 for safe reopening protocols.) 
 

Drive-Through Communion Offered on Communion Sundays 
 

If you are viewing our worship services online, there is still an opportunity to partake in Communion.  After you view the online 
service, drive-through Communion will be offered at the church from 12:30 to 1:30 p.m.  This will begin on our next 
Communion Sunday, March 7, and will continue on the following Communion Sundays (usually the first Sunday of the month) 
until further notice.  There will also be an opportunity to share God’s blessings by donating items to the Caring Cupboard, 
Samaritan Purse’s Operation Christmas Child, or bringing a Change for Change offering. (See page 7 for more information.) 
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       A Word of Encouragement… 
 

Do you have something in your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others?  Your words 
may be a source of comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, 

please share a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and end with a short prayer.   
Please send your meditations to Sue Van Arsdale at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of 

Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on Facebook. 
Thank you for sharing! 

 
 

Celebrating God’s Blessings to us 
Caring Cupboard Outreach 

 

Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.   
Caring Cupboard donations are collected on the first Sundays of the month, which are Communion Sundays.  
However, your donations are gladly received at any time. Items of need include: canned chicken and tuna, 
oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit & vegetables, and applesauce.  Let us take this 
opportunity to share our love with those in need.  If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl 
Smith.   May all we do, bless others! 

 
 

Special Moment 
 

You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship (currently worship will be online/recorded).   
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony,  

a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. You may call the church office with questions or to sign up. 
 

  
   Church Offering Envelopes 

If you need offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 

 
 

Council of Bishops Lent Devotions 
 

The Council of Bishops invites the people of The United Methodist Church to a season of introspection and self-examination 
during Lent as we confess and fast from the sins of racism, discrimination, oppression, and exclusion, and feast on the beauty 
and blessing of the diversity of God’s Church. 
 
Each week of Lent and every day of Holy Week, a United Methodist bishop will offer a short video devotion. Bishop Malone’s 
devotion will be posted on Monday, March 29.   
 
More information may found at:  https://www.umc.org/en/content/dismantling-racism-lent-devotions-by-our-bishops 

 
 

EOC 2021 Summer Camp Programs 
 

The East Ohio Camps leadership team has been praying, seeking counsel, and working diligently on what move to make about 
summer camp in 2021. After much prayer, consultation, and creative thinking it was decided to move forward with plans for 
Summer Camp programs in 2021 at Aldersgate, Asbury, and Wanake. Camp capacity will be reduced this summer due to 
COVID-19 recommendations, so it is suggested that you register as soon as you are ready to save a spot.  More information 
may be found at:  https://www.eocumc.com/camps/summercamp2021.html 
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Trustee Corner 

Charlie Weil trustees@laportechurch.org 
 

This is the first of periodic articles to keep the members of the Laporte UMC informed of the activities of the Church trustees. 
Despite Covid-19 or perhaps because of it, 2020 was a busy year for the trustees. Considerable time and effort went into the 
plans and preparations for the “church without walls” and the restart of in-person in-sanctuary services. Unfortunately, the latter 
had to be stopped when the pandemic got worse in the late fall. 
 
In addition, the desire to live stream the services led to a project to work with Spectrum to install cable service to the church 
which significantly increased the available internet speeds. At the same time, the WiFi in the church was upgraded with a 
distributed system that permitted WiFi service to all locations in the church's physical structure and increased broadband 
coverage.  
 
2020 also saw the beginning of a multi-year plan to replace the most critical air conditioning units in the 1990 addition. The 
eight total units that provide cooling and heating to the addition are all 30 years old and approaching the end of their life cycle. 
In 2020 the unit located above the drop ceiling in the nursery was replaced. This unit, which heat/cools the offices and east side 
of the addition, had started leaking and was in critical need of repair. Several church volunteers were organized to assist in the 
installation and subsequent lowering of the drop ceiling in the nursery which significantly reduced project cost.  
Other smaller 2020 projects of note were as follows: a fix for the winter temperature problem in the pipe organ loft that has led 
to tuning problems with the organ, several maintenance projects at the parsonage, development of a rental agreement with 
Pastor Luigi’s family for use of the parsonage while he was in officer training, and preparation work in the parsonage in 
advance of Pastor William’s family moving in. 
 
2021 is off to a busy start. A firm was hired to come in and steam clean all the carpeting, pew pads, and upholstered chairs 
while the church has reduced programming. The pew pads have never been cleaned and it has been a long time since the 
carpets have been cleaned, as well. 
 
The second stage of the air conditioning project is also underway with a study of the scope and cost of replacing the unit that 
services Fellowship Hall. This replacement is targeted to be completed in either the spring or fall to take advantage of lower 
heating or air conditioning demand.  The third stage of this program will be the unit that services the parlor and the west end of 
the addition. This is targeted for 2022. 
 
The other major activity is related to the audio/visual upgrade in the Sanctuary. It was decided last year to prioritize the video 
portion, as the overhead projector is showing significant deterioration of the projected image. The trustees are currently 
obtaining price quotes on this system. 
 
Finally, with the advent of 2021, the trustee committee no longer exists, and trustee responsibilities are now part of the 
governance of the Leadership Team (Single Board). Charlie Weil and Ray Stevens have been selected as the Trustee 
Specialists. If you have any issues or questions, please contact either of these individuals.  
 
We would like to thank Russ Gardner, Parker Spinney, and Tim Schluter for their service on the trustee committee last year. In 
addition, there is a cadre of individuals that were always available, and much of the progress would have been impossible 
without their help. I would like to recognize Carl Smith, Cheryl Smith, Harold Smith, Al Gilder, Neal Gimben, and Dave 
VanArsdale.  
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 
 

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 
FRIENDLY REMINDER 

 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world.  It 
helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is for clothing, shoes, 
sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or 
household goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  

 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE YEAR -LONG PROJECT 
 

LaPorte will begin the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD project of collecting items for the Christmas 
Shoeboxes.  Each month we will be focusing on specific items to be included in the boxes.  Labeled boxes/tubs will be 
available just across from the church office for you to place items. Monthly listings will be available on the containers for you to 
take.  If you see items that had already been collected or are to be collected in the future, it is perfectly fine for them to be 
donated at any time.  
 
A few reminders: 

 items must fit inside a shoebox 
 multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 

~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military 
figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications 
or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans 
~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new 
Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items throughout 
the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 
 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 
February – Accessories 
March – Quality Crafts 
April – Stuffed Animals 
May – Hygiene Items 
June – Toys 
July – Clothing Items 
August – School Supplies 
September – Games 
October – Letters and Photos 
November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 
December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 

 
THANK YOU 

 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of LaPorte. It has been a 
challenging year and we continue to reach out to our community. May God continue to bless you. 
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COMMUNION DRIVE-THRU and OPPORTUNITIES TO DONATE 

 
Do you miss in-person communion? We miss it, too! Beginning March 7, 2021, Pastor William will be offering 

“Drive-Thru Communion” from 12:30 to 1:30 P.M., following the livestream and in-person worship service. If you wish, 
please take the opportunity to drive to the church and be joined with the body of Christ by receiving Holy Communion in your 
car. Pastor William will serve the blessed elements and pray with you. This will continue the first Sunday of each month, which 
is Communion Sunday, until further notice. 
 

Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing; community; participation.  Biblical definitions include fellowship 
with God, between Christ and his people, and by the spirit.  2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to bless you abundantly, 
so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.”   
 

With this understanding of communion, this time of drive-through communion will also give us the chance to continue 
our outreach opportunities within our community.  We ask you to take the opportunity to share our love with those in need.  Let 
us take delight in the work given to us to show others expressions of God’s love through us, his disciples. There are no gifts or 
acts performed in God’s name that are unworthy, all of our work matters and is important.  As Jesus shares his love towards us 
through the bread and the cup, let us share communion through our outreach.   

 
If you are able, please bring your change for CHANGE FOR CHANGE, non-perishable food items for the Caring 

Cupboard, and/or items for the Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child (lists of items are in the newsletter and 
online).  There will be persons to take them from your trunk or vehicle as you drive in for communion. We know that all we do 
blesses others.  
 
If you have any questions, call the church office. Stay well. Stay safe. Stay in prayer and may God continue to bless you and 
your family.  
             
Serving in Christ Together, 
 
Cheryl Smith 
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Dear Friends and Family of LaPorte UMC, 
 
 
It is hard to believe that March is here; that I have been with you two months already. I have enjoyed meeting many of you and 
look forward to meeting many more. This coming Sunday, March 7, 2021, we will resume in-person worship in our sanctuary. 
First, may I thank those that have helped to make this possible. Many of you have given time in different ways for our 
resumption of services to occur. I also ask for patience and goodwill in this time of transition. There will be things we will learn 
as we go and have to adjust and manipulate to make our services as safe and secure for all individuals as possible. I thank you 
upfront for following the protocols so we may continue to remain open. 
 

 We are resuming service in cold weather and doors will be closed. As you approach the red doors be mindful of the 
red taping on the concrete, and we ask that you distance yourself accordingly. 

 Masks are to be worn by all persons at all times while inside the church unless you are actively speaking as part of the 
service (Liturgist, Pastor, etc.) If you need one, it can be provided. 

 Ushers will greet you at the door and will provide a bulletin while leading you to your seat. 
 Seating will be from the front of the church to the back. We realize you have favorite seats, but please remember that 

we are attempting to not have people crossing paths with others. 
 At the end of the service, please wait in your seat as the ushers begin to dismiss people from the back of the church to 

the front. 
 You will be seated with the people that arrived in your vehicle with you (family groups being seated together). Pews 

have been taped to provide maximum seating while following social distancing guidelines. 
 As you enter the sanctuary, there will be offering plates for you to place your tithes and offerings. They will be 

collected and replaced for your convenience, in case you forgot to contribute on your way in and want to do so as you 
leave. 

 No more than three persons in a restroom at a time. Restroom doors will remain open to minimize the touching of 
surfaces. Please use paper towels and not the air dryers. 

 The first Sunday of each month we will celebrate Holy Communion. You will be given a sealed portion of elements by 
an usher when you enter the church, or they will be on a table as you enter the sanctuary. 

 Hymnals and Bibles have been returned to the pews for your use. No pens/paper will be placed in the pew holders. If 
you have a prayer request, please inform an usher or call the office during the week. Hymns, responsive readings and 
scriptures will be projected on the screen.  

 Six sanitizing stations have been installed: two in the Narthex, one in the entry area, one across from the restrooms. 
There will also be sanitizing bottles on the sanctuary windowsills. Please wash hands and sanitize often to prevent 
contamination. 

I know many are excited to return to the church while others remain apprehensive. As we worship in person and online, let us 
remember our purpose of worshiping God. I invite you to choose what is good for you and your family and to respect each other's 
choices. We must remember to look towards God for our guidance and help. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should 
go; I will guide you with my eye.” Psalm 32:8  Let us be guided by God and not our own desires, may his plans be bigger than ours!  

 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor William 
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UMCOR Sunday is March 14, 2021 
Copied with permission from umc.org 
 
When You Give You Equip Christ’s Body to Serve in His Name 

That’s because your generous giving to UMCOR Sunday (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing) is what allows 
UMCOR to act as the arms and legs of Christ’s church, moving toward the most vulnerable in their darkest days. 
Convinced that all people have God-given worth and dignity—without regard to race, religion or gender—together we 
are assisting those impacted by crisis or chronic need. 

Because you give, the United Methodist Church’s compassionate response to human suffering continues today: 

 When tornadoes ripped through Oklahoma, we responded 

 When children in Zimbabwe lost parents to AIDS, we responded 

 When a massive tsunami devastated lives in Japan, we responded 

 And when the next mass crisis occurs, we will be prepared to respond 

UMCOR will be able to offer aid in Jesus’ name to those who suffer because United Methodists give through UMCOR 
Sunday, (formerly One Great Hour of Sharing).  In fact, it’s your generous giving that allows us to respond when 
disaster strikes.   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out our website at laportechurch.org 
Here you will find: 

*Sermons both in video and PDF format 
*Upcoming events 
*Past newsletters 

Also, subscribe to our YouTube page and like us on Facebook! 
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