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January 2021

“Loving people transformed by a loving God”

Since 1825

“New Beginnings”
Philippians 3:13-14
“Beloved,

I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what
lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize
of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.”

Dear Friends,
Greetings in the name of Christ our Lord! I am honored to finally begin my official work with you all in Christ’s
ministry at LaPorte UMC. It reminds me that beginnings can be stressful and may cause us to worry about the unknown
that lies ahead. Every year we decide with the coming New Year that we will change this or that and miraculously our lives
will be transformed.
I have seen very little miraculous changes that have come in my life from just deciding for them to occur. What I
do know is that consistency has almost always brought about change that I desired. Much of it has been because I have
realized that I have not ever nor will I ever change anything in my life by myself. As I have surrendered all to God, I have
been graced with the ability to change things in my life. However, change is not always a planned out event like a New
Year’s resolution.
There is an aspect of expectancy and outcome to almost all our New Year’s Eve resolutions. I think we do this to
help ourselves feel good, to bolster our confidence in our abilities to change our lives. It keeps us focused and hopeful of
the possibilities. However, what we know as Christians is that many things are unknown. As we move into a new year it is
full of change for which we cannot foresee the outcomes. Will the pandemic end? How will we continue ministry in this
time? Will our jobs be secure? There are many more but you get the point.
What we can be secure in is that just as Jesus was born to fulfill prophecy and become our savior, his birth came
with many unknowns and things that could not be expected. What will you expect from the resolutions you proclaim this
year? The Apostle Paul gave us great words; that we can forget whatever is behind us as we strain ahead to what is to
come for us! Unlike resolutions that only have our hopeful follow-through to make them successful, a life lived walking in
the guidance of the Holy Spirit is always successful and fruitful. As we move into and through this New Year, I pray we
keep our eyes, hearts, and minds focused on the prize that is our heavenly calling from Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor William
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General Schedule & Online Offerings
Sundays

8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Tuesdays
Wednesdays

3:00 p.m.
6:18 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Men’s Study
Adult Sunday School (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for access
info at dvanar@yahoo.com)
Online Worship Service - Our worship services will be live-streamed, as well as recorded
and later posted online.
Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting – Zoom meetings
6:18 Prayer Group (at LaPorte) - Postponed – Please pray at home with us!
A Word of Encouragement - (see below to learn how to participate)
Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) - Postponed
Disciple Light Bible Study – Zoom meetings

PLEASE NOTE: Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to concerns with Covid-19
and the safety of our congregation. Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and
observing safe distancing. Check with your group’s leader or call the church office if you have questions.

A Word of Encouragement…
Do you have something on your heart you’d like to share that would encourage others? Your words may be a source of
comfort and strength to those who read them. If you would like to participate, please share a short meditation, connecting it to
scripture, and end with a short prayer. Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com. The Word of
Encouragement email is sent on Wednesdays, and it is also posted on Facebook. Thank you!

Stephen Ministry
Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide
confidential one-to-one Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing
challenges in life – grief, loneliness, divorce, hospitalization, disability, job loss and many other
difficulties. One way to put it is that Stephen Ministers are the After People.

Stephen Ministers are there:
…after the phone call you hoped you’d never get.
…after the funeral, when everyone has left and the emotions you’ve held at bay come crashing in on you.
…after the relationship falls apart and the bottom falls out of your life.
…after the baby arrives, demanding more of you than you ever dreamed possible.
…after the doctor says, “I’m sorry, but there’s nothing more we can do.”
…after the nursing home director shakes your hand and says, “Welcome to your new home.”
…after the last child honks the horn, waves, and drives away – and the house suddenly seems empty.
…after you find a pink slip with your final paycheck.
To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale.

Church Offering Envelopes
If you need offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you. Thanks!
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LaPorte Missions News
Cheryl Smith, Chair

missions@laportechurch.org

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED HAS REOPENED
After many months, the St. Pauly’s shed has reopened. Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing it. The clothing
collected is sent to people all over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and helps
those in need. The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys
only. NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please
put your donations in a bag and tie it. That helps with the collection process.
THANK YOU
Many thanks to those who donated to the Operation Christmas Child campaign. The extra hats, gloves, and scarves were
given to the West Side Community Center to be passed out to those in need.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
SAMARITAN’S PURSE YEAR- LONG PROJECT
LaPorte will begin the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD project of collecting items for the Christmas
Shoeboxes. Each month we will be focusing on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled boxes/tubs will be
available for you to place items. Monthly listings will be available on the containers and available for you to take with you. If
you see items that had already been collected or are in the future to be collected, it is perfectly fine for them to be donated at
any time.
A few reminders:
 Items must fit inside a shoebox.
 Multiple items will be placed in each shoebox.
 Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives,
or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid);
liquids/lotions; medications/vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans
 Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new.
 Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items
throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world.
MONTHLY COLLECTIONS
January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves
February – Accessories
March – Quality Crafts
April – Stuffed Animals
May – Hygiene Items
July – Clothing Items
August – School Supplies
September – Games
October – Letters and Photos
November – Donations for shipping ($9/box)
YOU ARE APPRECIATED!
Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of LaPorte. It has
been a challenging year and we continue to reach out to our community. Through your generosity, we blessed 18
families in our community with Christmas Dinner. Thank you to those who donated food and hams, helped with the
packing and distribution. Even in these times of trial, we are able to reach out to our neighbors. May God continue
to bless you.
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Sympathy
Ronald Forthofer, 78 years old of Elyria, Ohio died on Wednesday, December 16,
2020, at UH Elyria Medical Center with family by his side. Ron was born in Elyria
on July 16, 1942, and he lived there all his life. He was a graduate of Midview High
school in 1962 and proudly served with the US Army at the Berlin Wall Check Point
Charlie. He worked at his family’s greenhouse business before retiring from the
Elyria Foundry achieving 15 years of perfect attendance. He enjoyed gardening, all
Clearview and Midview sports, and loved nature.

Words of Gratitude
From Claudia Baker, SPRC Chair
Looking back on the year 2020, we have so many reasons to be thankful. Yes, we have heard so many people say that 2020
is the year that we should forget, and many have made ugly derogatory comments about all of the grief and pain the year has
brought.
But, as believers in Jesus Christ, we should have an attitude of gratitude for all that He has done for us. One of the reasons to
be grateful is that He made it possible for Rev. Donna VanTrees to be our interim pastor.
Pastor Donna has truly shepherded us through a very difficult time of transition, uncertainty, and yes, even despair. She has
been a shining light in this season of darkness. Her sermons have certainly been Spirit-filled. As she pauses during her
sermons with that low “hmm” sound, she challenges us not only to stop and think about her words, but that pause allows the
Holy Spirit to speak to our hearts. We don’t just think, but we also feel!
We have been truly blessed that the Lord God Almighty chose to introduce us to Pastor Donna. He has plans for LaPorte UMC
so, he sent this woman to us for a short period of time, so that her messages from the Messiah would have a lasting impression
on us. Thank you, Pastor Donna, for leading us during this time in our church’s history!
From Rev. Donna Van Trees
Dear Friends at LaPorte,
I give God thanks for your gracious hospitality to me as your interim pastor. You have witnessed to God’s grace at work here
at LaPorte UMC. Thank you for all of your patience and assistance in carrying out the work of the Lord these months. I am
confident that you will join Pastor Baker in continuing the work God has been doing among us and will carry it into the future.
Thanks too for the sweet treats shared over the holidays, and to the mysterious woman who gave Karl the coconut macaroons,
he didn’t know who you were, but was thankful that somehow you knew those were a favorite of his. You will all be in our
prayers as you navigate into 2021, and we hope to join you in worship one day.
Blessings, Rev. Donna
From John Thompson
Thanks to LaPorte United Methodist Church, to the Congregation within, and to all who gave so others may enjoy this season
of giving and caring so much. God Bless All!
From Phyllis Haynes
I love to get cards and news from you during the year and in December, the holiday greetings – thank you. I hope that you had
a special Christmas and that 2021 is better for you than this year probably was.
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Love and Compassion Opens Us to God’s Call
By Charles Mulemena, November 30, 2020 – BELIZE
Copied with permission from Global Ministries, UMC
If you asked me nine months ago how I would go about ministry in my new assignment in Belize, developing a food pantry
would not have been on the list in my first year. But my list was not the same as God’s list.
In 2015, God called me, my wife Barbra, and our three children (now we have four) to go from Zambia (Africa) to Brazil (South
America), an unfamiliar land where we had no contacts. We had no idea of the language, the culture, the people or anything at
all. Yet we packed up and left all we knew because we believed God called us there.
From a biblical perspective, the reality is that missionaries don’t necessarily choose to go, rather God chooses them and takes
them there. My family and I did not have it easy at first. Once we learned Portuguese, we still had to learn the culture and
customs of the Brazilian people.
As missionaries, no matter the expertise in our particular area of ministry, we need to understand that God can choose to use
anyone and anything, but you will know when God chooses you. Following God, our role is to be humble in our service. We
look to the example of Jesus Christ and how our Christian faith informs our worldview on culture. We need to grow in our
Christian faith and our walk as missionaries.
Barbra and I chose to open ourselves to learning new cultures, peoples, traditions, languages and of course, many new things.
In 2019, after we settled in and Brazil began to feel like home, we discovered that God had another list of things for us to do in
Central America, about 3,000 miles northwest of where we had been in Brazil.
We’ve served in Belize for a little over a year now, where I pastor two congregations for the Methodist Church in the Caribbean
and the Americas and work on spiritual formation in two Methodist schools. But within eight months of our transition to Belize,
the COVID-19 pandemic entered Central America and changed everything we knew about how to do ministry. And we learned
a little more about God’s list for us in Belize.
Although the two congregations we serve, one in Corozal and one in Libertad, have few financial resources, we decided to start
a pantry ministry that provides groceries to 15 families once a month. We’ve maintained this ministry since March 2020. In love
and compassion, we could do no less, and as time progresses, we marvel at how God used the COVID-19 situation as a way
to connect us to our community, reaching beyond the walls of the churches.
Through this monthly assistance, which is provided mostly to the Corozal community and not necessarily to our congregants,
we have built strong relationships – not only with the beneficiaries, but also with the local municipality and law enforcement as
the congregations foster the health and safety of our community.
We have learned again to be open to the leadership of the Holy Spirit and allow God to use us, as God can use anyone and
anything for God’s glory.

The Rev. Charles Mulemena serves as a pastor for
two congregations in Belize, Methodist Church of the
Caribbean and the Americas, Corozal Methodist Church
and Libertad Methodist Church, which are about seven
miles apart. He also directs spiritual formation for the
Methodist Schools in the Corozal and Libertad
communities.
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A New Year Reflection…
written by Cara Babel
2020 vision is perfect,
So the year 2020 should have been perfect too.
But was it?
Did we only see
The restrictions
The hassle
The distancing
The things we missed out on
The events we couldn’t attend
The people we couldn’t say goodbye to
The hugs not allowed
Or did we finally see what’s really important.
Time with family to reconnect and discover
Time to reflect on what matters most
Time to really listen on a phone call
Time to do projects we’ve put off for so long
Time to reread your favorite book
Time to teach our children our own values
(and for us to learn common core)
Time to appreciate the health care workers
Time to understand the value of semi-trucks
Time to learn new ways to connect
Time to write and send an actual letter
Time to talk to God
When you can’t take any more
When you just want to give up
When you fully lay your burdens on Him
Because there is truly no one else
Maybe 2020 wasn’t perfect
But maybe it allowed us to see perfectly
The One we put our faith in
The One who hears every prayer
The One who holds us together
The One who will see us through this
Lord, no matter where we are in life,
be thou our vision, our light, and our strength.
Let us see perfectly the miracles around us
and give us strength daily to walk through the valley,
knowing that when our victory is won,
we will see perfectly your bright heaven’s sun.
Be Thou my vision, O ruler of all. Amen
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