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TWEAKS IN THE NEW YEAR 

I pray that the God of King Jesus our Lord, the father of glory, would give you, in your spirit, the gift of 
being wise, of seeing things people can’t normally see, because you are coming to know him. 

Ephesians 1:17 NTE 

In a recent devotional, I read about the insight Connie Cousins received during a visit to her 
ophthalmologist. After measuring her eyesight, the doctor told Connie that a little tweak to her 
prescription was necessary. The modification would result in a better vision. Connie could not 
complain about the change. First, it was needed. And more importantly, the fine-tuning was to impact 
her quality of life in a very positive way.1 The author uses this illustration to expound on the importance 
of tweaking our devotional lives so we can grow closer to God and experience life abundant. 

Connie’s meditation got me thinking about the tweaks I need to make in my life. I have made some 
changes recently. For instance, for about 6 months, I have been exercising regularly and I have 
improved my eating habits. However, I believe that there are still things that I can do to enhance my 
quality of life. So, as I read the devotional, I couldn’t help but ask myself the question, “What are some 
of the tweaks you need to do?” 

We are starting a new year. Usually, this is a time when people think about tweaking some things with 
the goal of improving their lives. Personally, I am not one who makes a list of resolutions for the new 
year. I do believe that a fine-tuning can be done at any given time. Actually, as people in the Wesleyan 
tradition, perfecting our ways should be done at all times; it is a way of life. Yet, I know there are people 
who find motivation as they see the last digits of their calendar changing.  

So, if modifications can be done at any given time and this is a prime season for people to think about 
making adjustments, I want to encourage you to ask yourself the following questions. What are some of 
the tweaks you need to do? What are the areas in my life that need revision? What can be improved?  

                     
1 Connie Cousins, “A Little Tweak,” The Upper Room, Volume 85, Issue Number 5, (November-
December 2019), Meditation for Friday, December 6 2019.   
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Your list could be extensive or short. I don’t know if you should be tweaking your spending habits, 
priorities, physical activity routines, or your feelings and perceptions about yourself, others and the 
world around us. But here is what I know. We all need to be transformed and that is something we 
cannot do on our own. For real and healthy change to happen, we need God’s presence and power. 

I invite you to examine yourself and see the areas that need tweaking in your life. As you identify “fine-
tuning” possibilities, ask God to be your strength for the journey ahead. Ask God to reveal himself in a 
more intimate way. I will be doing the same. And as we journey together, we can support one another 
with the prayer of the apostle Paul, “May the God of King Jesus our Lord, the father of glory, give you, in 
your spirit, the gift of being wise, of seeing things people can’t normally see, because you are coming to 
know him.” 

In Christ, 

Pastor Luigi 
 

 

A New Sermon Series  

Would you like to manage the transitions you choose or that life 
throws at you in a faithful and healthy manner? Do you want to 
experience real transformation, not just change? Do you want to 
fearlessly embark on a journey toward becoming the person God 
wants you to be? Do you want to confidently lean into the future? 

Join us for “Let Go,” a new sermon series that will help you discover a 
new vision for life. Starting Sunday, January 5th, we will be studying the 
“Exodus” story. We will learn from the Biblical narrative how to 
wholesomely manage transitions at every level. Join us in this 
transformational journey.  

 
“Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” 

Beginning Sunday evening, January 5 at 7:00 pm, 
led by Rev. Mark Vale 

 

One of the many questions that often trouble us is why bad things happen, 
particularly to those who are faithful.  Rev. Mark Vale will lead a study focusing 

on that very question using Philip Yancey’s classic book entitled, Disappointment 
With God.  His 25th anniversary edition book published by Zondervan can be 

purchased through Cokesbury and Amazon and bookstores.
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      Cheryl Smith missions@laportechurch.org 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

Thank you so much for helping our children collect 
change for change each month. God bless your 
generous giving and those who are receiving. Those 
receiving our generous offerings will be January – 
Blessing House and February – Neighborhood Alliance. 
 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT CONTINUES 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of about 8 people for the purpose of getting to 
know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and 
of course, food at a host person’s home. These 
gatherings occur every other month.  All are welcome to 
become a part of this fellowship.  This is open to all – 
members and non-members of LaPorte, families (yes, 
your kids can join you if you wish), singles, couples. You 
do not even have to commit to hosting. Additional 
information sheets are available in the Welcoming 
Area.  If you are interested in becoming a part of or have 
questions about this social ministry, contact Carl and 
Cheryl Smith (458-8288). 
 

2020 VOLUNTEERS IN MISSION (VIM) TRIP 

The 2020 VIM Team will return to South 
Carolina from February 22 through March 
7, 2020. If you are interested in joining the 

Team this year, contact Wes Eddy or Cheryl 
Smith.  Charlie Weil, Harold Smith, and Mary Eddy can 
also help with any questions you may have about these 
trips. Please keep the 2020 VIM Team in your prayers. 

 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 

THANK YOU for your loving and open hearts this 
Christmas season. We, as a loving church, were able to 
bless 18 children around the world with shoeboxes 
packed with surprises through Samaritans Purse 
Operation Christmas Child.  We, as a loving church, were 
able to bless 15 seniors in Lorain County with gifts of 
needs and wants through Santa to a Senior.  Through 
your generous donations, we, as a loving church, were 
able to bless 15 local families with Thanksgiving Food 
Baskets and 10 local families with Christmas Food 
Baskets.  God’s many blessings to all of you and the 
many recipients of our blessings. 

 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE 

On Saturday, December 21, 
Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
delivered 100 beds to children in 
Lorain County. What a blessed 
Christmas gift. We, as a loving 
church, will continue to help 
provide beds (through our 
physical efforts and monetarily) 
for the children of Lorain County 
who still sleep on the floor.   

“No kid sleeps on the floor in our town.” 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed.  The clothing collected is sent to people all over the 
world.  It helps our environment by keeping the clothing 
out of our landfills and helps those in need.  The shed is 
for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, 
sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No 
rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, 
please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. 
Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  That helps 
with the collection process. 

 
CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 

COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 

Webster’s definition of communion is an 
act of sharing; community; 
participation.  Biblical definitions include 
fellowship with God, between Christ and 
his people, and by the spirit.  2 
Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able 

to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.” 

On the first Sunday of each month, we celebrate 
communion by the breaking of the bread and drinking 
from the cup in remembrance of our Lord and 
Savior.  Not all Christians or people have that 
opportunity.  Communion is an act of sharing. We are 
asking each person to bring a can or cans of food for our 
Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of the month – our 
Communion Sundays (January 5 and February 2).  
General needs include canned chicken and tuna, 
oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit & 
vegetables, and applesauce.    

Let us take this opportunity to share our love with those in 
need.  If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or 
Cheryl Smith.      May all we do, bless others. 
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THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS 
COMMITTEE/TEAM 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 
of LaPorte. If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/projects, serve on the Missions team, or 
have any questions/suggestions, see Cheryl Smith 
(Chair).  Next Meeting:  Monday, Jan 6 at 6:00 pm. 

NEW YEAR …  NEW OUTREACH …STAY TUNED! 
 

United Methodist Men’s Group 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All men of LaPorte are invited to attend the monthly 
United Methodist Men’s Meetings on the second 
Monday evening of each month. Dinner begins at 6:00 
p.m. followed by a meeting and study. Men of LaPorte – 
get involved. The next meeting: Monday, January 13.  
Questions, contact Carl Smith. 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 

From Ellie Meier:  A special thank you to my church 
family for the cards, prayers, visits and phone calls during 
my recovery.  The extra help I received was much 
appreciated, as well as the lovely Christmas gift bag from 
UMW. 
 
 From Doris Morton:  Thank you so very much for the 
bag of goodies and all the other things you sent to me at 
Christmas.  I had such a good time going through 
everything, and it will all come in handy.  Carol Brisbin 
delivered my gift and we had a very nice visit.  I wish all 
of you a Happy New Year!   
 
From Jonathan Wright:  I wish to thank you for all the 
kind cards and letters this past year.  They have been a 
boost to me during some down and trying times.  I had 
some chiropractic therapy that got me walking again 
without so much pain.  I was then able to get back to 
repairing the floors, plumbing, etc.  Many thanks, and 
Happy New Year! 
 
From Donna Gardner:  Thank you so much for the cards 
and well wishes.  It’s been a long, hard recovery and it 
meant so much that I was in your prayers.  Thanks again! 

From John Thompson:  I would like to say, "Thank you" 
to the congregation for the special Veteran’s Day 
recognition shown to all vets.  It is an honor to have 
served in our nation's armed forces (Sgt. U.S. Air Force, 
Oct. 14, 1968- Oct.14, 1972). 
 
From Doctors Without Borders:  On behalf of the staff 
of Doctors Without Borders, I want to thank you for your 
generous gift of $134.  Your contribution helps ensure 
that patients receive the care they so urgently need, no 
matter their circumstances.   
 
From Home Instead Senior Care:  Thank you for your 
participation in our “Be A Santa To A Senior” program.  
We were overwhelmed with your kindness and 
thoughtfulness.  Because so many opened their hearts 
and pocketbooks, a total of 225 senior citizens in our 
county had a brighter, merrier Christmas.   
 

Sympathy 
 

Our Christian sympathy, prayers, and love are 
extended to the friends and family of the following: 

 

Christopher E. Cowie, 69, entered into eternal rest on 
December 23, 2019.  He was a millwright at U.S. Steel for 
34 years, co-owned a charter fishing business, was an 
avid bowler, and enjoyed gardening and golf.  A track star 
in high school, Chris was inducted into the Lorain County 
Sports Hall of Fame last May. 
 
Patricia A. Jordan, 90, a long-time member of LaPorte 
UMC, entered into eternal rest on December 14, 2019.  A 
dental hygienist for 50 years, she also enjoyed 
volunteering for the Grafton Public Library and the Lorain 
County Metro Parks, and knitting hats for the hospital.  
 
Helen Louise Clay, 88, was called to her heavenly home 
on December 7, 2019.  She had a lifelong love of 
learning, was an avid reader, and helped others with their 
taxes in her later years.  Helen had been an active 
member of LaPorte UMC for many years.   
 
Harry Earl Brown, 89, entered into eternal rest on 
November 12, 2019. A lifetime member of LaPorte UMC, 
Harry was also known as the owner of Hilltop Auto Sales 
and Buster Brown Used Cars. He and his wife, Helen, 
also raised and showed horses. As a licensed pilot, Harry 
and his family often traveled around Ohio via plane.   
  
James Vajda, 69, went home to our Lord on November 9, 
2019, following a brief illness.  A Grafton resident for most 
of his life, he was a member of LaPorte UMC, a U.S. Navy 
Veteran, and worked for Frito Lay until retiring in 2008.
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Methodist Youth Fellowship 
                    Stacy Goetz, Youth Director 

youthdirector@laportechurch.org          
 
EDUCATION 
 

The children and youth of LaPorte were ever so kind to bring to us the Christmas story.  Everyone worked very hard to 
warm our hearts on that cold December day.  A huge thank you to all of those who made the program a success. 
 
Sunday School continues for the children with the Dig-in program. Classes meet every Sunday morning from 9:30 to 10:30 
am.  There is plenty of room for your children to join the others.  As always, if you are interested in helping teach the word of 
God and help build a solid path to a relationship with Jesus Christ, please contact Stacy Goetz at 
youthdirector@laportechurch.org with your information and we will work you into the rotation. 
 
December 29th, Bibles were presented to reading students who have not previously received one from the education 
program.  Thank you for supporting our church and its programs, thereby making gifts like this possible. 
 
Confirmation classes started in November for six (6) of our youth.  All involved are taking this journey seriously and the 
growth is recognizable after only a couple of months.  Wonderful things are happening within our church.  Our hearts are 
excited about the transformation that is occurring weekly. 
 
Disciple Light will resume study on January 15 at 6:30 pm.  We meet for one (1) hour.  Come and explore the many topics 
we discuss from the history of the church, John Wesley, and anything and everything between the covers of our bibles.  
This is an amazing opportunity to continue blending the generations while we share and learn life applications and general 
knowledge. 
 
MYF 
 

MYF continues to sponsor their sibling through Compassion International with your help through donations to the group.  
The last fundraiser the youth held raised over $300.  Many blessings to you all for your continued support. 
 
January 12 will be the MYF post-Holiday party with parents.  Chicken Paprikash will be on the menu along with games and 
fellowship.  This event will also provide the opportunity to let families know what will be happening for the next few months.  
Information on the upcoming retreat will be covered as well. 
 
On February 16 - 17, Pastor Luigi and Stacy will take seven (7) of our youth on an overnight retreat.  Our plan is to share 
the wonderful things we did and learned with the congregation the weekend after.  A retreat offers an amazing time for self-
reflection and growth.  We always appreciate the opportunity to retreat with one another.   
 
Since a retreat is planned for the middle of February, instead of a Valentine dance, the Youth Group will plan a “Spring 
Fling” to be held in April after Easter.  Keep an eye on the calendar for a Saturday event. 

 
 
 
 

 
 Many thanks to our 

wonderful Christmas 
Program volunteers! 

Pastor Luigi and youth during a 
Children’s Sermon. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS – JANUARY 2020 
Please check the bulletin insert(s) and/or listen to announcements for new events and updates. 

 

 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 
 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (does not meet on the last Sunday of the month) 
8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour – OR – Community Breakfast on the last Sunday of the month 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) – Middle & High School 

 Note:  Jr. MYF will join meetings on the first Sunday of the month - 3-5 p.m. 

Thursday, January 2 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, January 5 11:00 a.m. Worship Service/Communion/Caring Cupboard Collection 

 Noon Decoration Clean-Up (lend a hand after worship) 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 

Monday, January 6 6:00 p.m. Missions Committee Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers Meeting 

Wednesday, January 8 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

Thursday, January 9 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, January 12 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 3:00 p.m. MYF Post-Holiday Party with Parents 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 

Monday, January 13 6:00 p.m. United Methodist Men - Meeting 
 7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Tuesday, January 14 6:00 p.m. S.P.R.C. Meeting 
 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00 p.m. Meeting Night 

Wednesday, January 15 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, January 16 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, January 19 11:00 a.m. Worship Service – UM Human Relations Day 

 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 
Tuesday, January 21 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 

Wednesday, January 22 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, January 23 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, January 26 8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 

 11:00 a.m. Jubilee Worship Service 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 

Tuesday, January 28 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
 6:45 p.m. Administrative Council Meeting 

Wednesday, January 29 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, January 30 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
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        UPCOMING EVENTS – FEBRUARY 2020 
Please check the bulletin insert(s) and/or listen to announcements for new events and updates. 
 
 

 
SUNDAY SCHEDULE: 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Sunday, February 2 11:00 a.m. Worship Service/Communion/Caring Cupboard Collection 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 

Monday, February 3 7:00 p.m. Stephen Ministers Meeting 
Wednesday, February 5 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Worship Service 

Thursday, February 6 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, February 9 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 
Monday, February 10 6:00 p.m. United Methodist Men - Meeting 

 7:00 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Tuesday, February 11 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 

            Wednesday, February 12 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, February 13 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Sunday, February 16 11:00 a.m. Worship Service               MYF Retreat (2/16 & 2/17) 

 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 
Tuesday, February 18 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 

Wednesday, February 19 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 
 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study 

Thursday, February 20 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 
Saturday, February 22  VIM Trip to South Carolina  (2/22 through 3/7) 

Sunday, February 23 8:30 a.m. Community Breakfast 
 11:00 a.m. Jubilee Worship Service 
 7:00 p.m. “Coping Faithfully When Bad Things Happen” Bible Study 

Tuesday, February 25 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group 
Wednesday, February 26 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study 

 10:00 a.m. Sign Language Class 
 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 

Thursday, February 27 6:30 p.m. Choir Practice 

8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (does not meet on the last Sunday of the month) 
8:30 a.m. Coffee Hour – OR – Community Breakfast on the last Sunday of the month 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 

11:00 a.m. Worship Service 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) – Middle & High School 

 Note:  Jr. MYF will join meetings on the first Sunday of the month - 3-5 p.m. 
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Ministry With: 2019 in Review 
Copied with permission from Church & Society,  
Faith in Action 
 
Since 2008, The United Methodist Church has 
encouraged ministry efforts at all levels of the 
Church to focus engagement around four areas: 
global health, leadership development, new 
worshipping communities and ministry with the 
poor. Church and Society has been a leader in the 
denomination on ministries with. 

Ministry With the Poor encourages United 
Methodists to rethink how we do ministry: shifting 
away from ministries “to” people and communities, 
which often seem transactional, and toward 
ministries “with” people and communities that are 
built around relationships. These relationships are 
what inspire and inform our ministries and give rise 
to a shared vision, shared commitment and shared 
leadership. 

Church and Society has been in a season of 
listening to learn how United Methodists are led by 
relationships to address root causes of poverty. We 
began this process by holding one-on-one 
conversations with annual conference leaders from 
across the connection. Unpacking what “with” really 
means, emphasizing causes of poverty, rather than 
symptoms. Church and Society called and emailed 
hundreds of ministries to interview leaders about 
their work. In so doing, Church and Society 
surpassed its quadrennial goal of identifying 400 
ministries. 

Ministry With the Poor efforts are as diverse as the 
root causes of poverty. On this journey, we have 
heard stories of United Methodists building 
ministries that: 

 Address generational poverty. 
 Bridge gaps in the education system. 
 Seek justice for citizens returning from the 

correctional system. 

  Provide legal aid and additional assistance to 
immigrants and refugees. 

 Pursue peace from violence in their 
communities. 

 Accompany survivors of trauma. 
 Walk with those impacted by substance abuse. 

 
These are only a few of the concerns that United 
Methodists have developed after building 
relationships with their neighbors. And it is these 
relationships that serve as the hallmark of Ministry 
With the Poor. 

Church and Society is moving into a new phase 
with Ministry With the Poor. Throughout the 
process of identifying ministries, we built 
connections with ministry leaders who are 
interested in discussing shared vision and goals. 
Moving forward, our priority will be fostering these 
connections for co-learning, sharing expertise and 
resources, and collaboration. 

Rooted in Relationship: A Ministry With Gathering 
will be held in February 2020. The U.S. based 
event will bring together 15 leaders with expertise 
in relationship-based ministry. Participants will 
spend three days sharing common challenges and 
personally tested solutions, receiving training in 
trauma informed care, and building relationships 
they can call upon beyond the event. All content 
has been curated by a small Advisory Team of 
ministry practitioners and programming will be led 
by participants themselves. 

While the work is ongoing, it remains clear that 
United Methodists are making visible to the world 
God’s promise of abundant life by walking, 
worshipping and witnessing with neighbors who 
experience poverty. Together we are meeting 
immediate needs, repairing broken systems and 
demonstrating the radical love of the gospel and its 
power to liberate and heal. 
 

                                                                                                                                              
LaPorte UMC has a website, Facebook page, and YouTube channel! 

 

Check out our website at laportechurch.org and be sure to like us on Facebook (@laporteumc)  
to keep in touch with what the church is doing. Subscribe to us on YouTube for  

sermons you’d like to hear again. 
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             2071 Grafton Road 
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Staff 
Pastor:  Rev. Luigi Perez 
Secretary:  Linda Gwinn 
Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 
Choir Director:  Anjanette Hignett 
Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 
Custodian:  Donna Smith 
 


