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Dear Friends,  
 
Can it be that we are in the season of Advent already?  Yes!  We are on our way to Bethlehem, to kneel again at the manger 
and worship the Newborn King.  This is a time to prepare for the Coming of our Messiah.   
 
Though the pandemic keeps us from our traditional ways of preparing for Christmas in the church, the reality is that within each 
of our hearts is a Bethlehem.  And we each get to decide if there is room for Christ, and if so, what that looks like for us this 
year.  We cannot excuse ourselves because we are busy tending our sheep, or our own kingdoms, or because Church is 
different this year.   Jesus was not born in a church, but rather in a very common ordinary place.   
 
This year, I invite you to join me in going through Advent looking for what the Lord has made known to us.  In the midst of 
shopping, ponder in your heart the Gift God has given to you.  Through all of the tinsel and glitter, look for the gold of the 
Christmas Star.  In all of the hustle and bustle, listen for the brush of an angel’s wings.   
 
Come journey with us this Advent season as we seek to find our kneeling places at the manger. 
 
Shalom,   
Rev. Donna 
 
This is one of my favorite thoughts about Christmas wishes, and my prayer for us all during this difficult year. 
 

Star Giving, by Ann Weems 
 

What I’d really like to give you for Christmas is a star… 
Brilliance in a package, something you could keep in the pocket of your jeans or in the pocket of your being. 
 

Something to take out in times of darkness, something that would never snuff out or tarnish,   
Something you could hold in your hand,  
Something for wonderment,  
Something for pondering, 
Something that would remind you of what Christmas has always meant:   
 

God’s Advent Light into the darkness of this world. 
But stars are only God’s for giving,  
And I must be content to give you words and wishes and packages without stars. 
 

But I can wish for your life as radiant as the Star that announced the Christ Child’s coming, 
and as filled with awe as the shepherds who stood beneath its light.   
And I can pass on to you the love that has been given to me, ignited countless times by others  
who have knelt in Bethlehem’s light.   
 

Perhaps, if you ask, God will give you a star.   

     December 2020           “Loving people transformed by a loving God”      Since 1825 
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  General Schedule & Online Offerings 

 
 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. Men’s Study  
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale for access 

info at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. Online Worship Service - Our worship services will be live-streamed, as well as recorded 

and later posted online. 
 3:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting - Postponed 

Tuesdays 6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group - Devotion and Prayer Time (at LaPorte) - Postponed 
Wednesdays  A Word of Encouragement - (see info on next page to learn how to participate) 

 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) - Postponed 
 6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study - Postponed 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  Our worship services will be offered exclusively online until further notice due to concerns with Covid-19 
and the safety of our congregation.  Likewise, all meetings will be limited to no more than 10 people with masks and 

observing safe distancing.  Check with your group’s leader or call the church office if you have questions. 
 

Ad Council / Charge Conference Meeting -  Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
On Dec, 8th, there will be a Charge Conference at the end of our regularly scheduled  
Administrative Council meeting to establish Pastor William Baker's salary package. 

 

 
 

LaPorte Welcomes Rev. William Baker! 
 

Our newly appointed pastor, Rev. William Baker, looks very forward to beginning his ministry at 
LaPorte UMC in January 2021.  He is married to Vickie, and they have three children, Abigail, 
Olivia, and Noelle.  Rev. Baker’s team approach to ministry, passionate worship and preaching, 
administrative knowledge, and creativity will certainly be a great blessing to us.  He is also an 
approachable, patient, and compassionate person.  
 
Rev. William’s primary spiritual goal is bringing lost people to the wonderful realization of the 
love and forgiveness found in Christ.  After that, becoming a good disciple of what we say we 
believe is of utmost importance.   
 

 
 

      Youth Christmas Program – Sunday, December 20th 
 
You won’t want to miss the Youth Christmas Program, which will be pre-recorded and included in the 
worship service on Sunday, December 20th.  They are working hard to make it a beautiful and memorable 
program for all.  What a great blessing to have the youth and those who work with them as part of our 
congregation!! 
 
 

Church Offering Envelopes 
 

If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email  
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - December 24th at 7:00 p.m.  

LaPorte UMC (Parking Lot) 
 

 
Just like that First Christmas Night was outside, this year we will gather outside at a manger to celebrate the Birth of Christ.  
We will sing some carols and read the Christmas story as we witness to the Light of the World being among us.  Masks are 
required, and family units are asked to stay together and socially distanced from others or remain in your cars.  Please bring 
your candles from home (electric candles, flashlights, candles with wind protectors, cell phone lights).  Also, if you would like to 
share your blessings with the Caring Cupboard on Christmas Eve, you may bring a gift of household cleaning and/or personal 
products that will be shared with those in need, such as: dish soap, laundry detergent, household cleaners, shampoo, body 
wash, hand sanitizer, paper towels, bathroom tissue, etc.  Thank you very much!! 
 

 
Caring Cupboard Outreach – Christmas Food Baskets 

 
Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.   
On December 19th, we will be distributing Christmas food baskets to families in need.   
Please consider bringing any of the following canned, bottled, or boxed items for the baskets:  
scalloped potatoes, sweet potatoes, applesauce, apple juice, canned fruit, hot chocolate mix, corn, 
green beans, muffin/biscuit mix, and dessert mixes.  Paper products, such as napkins, paper towels, 
and bathroom tissue are also appreciated.  Please bring donations to the church by Monday, 
December 14th. 
 

Would you like to donate a ham for Christmas?  If so, please call the church office to let Linda know.   
 

Thank you for your caring hearts! 
 

 
A Word of Encouragement Continues… 

 
During the spring, when we were all staying at home, Pastor Luigi started sharing “A Word of Encouragement” each 
Wednesday.  Later, he asked members of the congregation to contribute to this endeavor.  Everyone who was touched  
by these weekly publications expressed their gratitude for them.  At the end of August, these shared words were 
discontinued.  But, with fall and winter upon us, and our worship services currently being offered only online, the SPRC saw the 
need to continue this ministry.  Sue Van Arsdale agreed to oversee this much-needed publication and her daughter, Cara 
Babel, assists her in getting submissions ready to share.   
 
If you would like to participate, you may do so by writing a short meditation, connecting it to scripture, and ending with a short 
prayer.  Perhaps you would like to share an Advent or Christmas meditation or something to encourage others as we ring in the 
New Year.  Please send your meditations to Sue at savanarsdale@yahoo.com.  Thanks! 
  
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide one-to-one Christian care to people 
in our congregation and community experiencing challenges in life – grief, loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and 
many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale or Rev. Mark Vale. 
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 
 

ST. PAULY’S SHED FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed.  Sad to say, due to Covid-19, the shed continues to be 
temporarily closed; although, progress is being made. PLEASE DO NOT leave things outside the shed as it will not be 
collected but thrown in the garbage bin. We will let you know when it will be reopened. 

LAKE CHARLES, LOUISIANA 
HURRICANES LAURA & DELTA RELIEF 

Due to state restrictions and Covid-19, the mission trip to Lake Charles, Louisiana for hurricane Laura and Delta relief has been 
postponed. Please continue to keep those folks in your prayers, as well as others affected by weather disasters. When a new 
date is set for the trip to Lake Charles, we will reach out to those who are interested in heading down to help. 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

 “We collect shoebox gifts for children around the world as an expression of God’s love. Join us in spreading the Good News of 
the Gospel by packing shoeboxes.” Franklin Graham, President, Samaritan’s Purse 

THANK YOU for opening your hearts this Christmas to 32 children around the world.   
LaPorte, you are so generous! Blessings to you all. 

THANKSGIVING BASKETS THANK YOU 

Through your generosity, we blessed 16 families in our community with Thanksgiving Dinner.  Thank you to those who donated 
food and turkeys or helped with the packing and distribution. Even in these times of trial, we were able to reach out to our 
neighbors. God bless you all! 

        THANK YOU FROM MISSIONS 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of 
LaPorte. If you would like to be a servant on Missions or have any questions/suggestions about our 
servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith. 
 
 

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 

Thank you again for all of your help for myself and my family. You were truly a GODSEND. I wanted to let you know that we got 
to wash ALL of our clothes on Sunday.  You would not believe how much we had! 
 

Thank you again for all of your help and the Church.  One day I will be able to repay the kindness that you have shown to us 
maybe by doing the same for someone else. I hope so anyway.  You are so appreciated - Rich, Amy, and Gabrielle.   

 

(This family received a Thanksgiving basket and a laundry card that was leftover from Family Promise efforts.) 
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Finance Committee Update  
Renee Bush, Chair     finance@laportechurch.org 

 
Below you will see the 2021 Budget for LaPorte United Methodist Church. This budget was approved by the Charge 
Conference on October 24, 2020.  
 
Thank you for your continued love and support for LaPorte United Methodist Church. Without you, we could not accomplish our 
ministry. 
 
Blessings, 
The Finance Committee  

 
  2021 Budget  
    

 Our Ministry Though Pastoral Care  
Senior 
Pastor    

101  Salary 40,000 
102  Reimbursables 400 
103  Parsonage Utilities 6,000 
104  Hospitalization 18,144 
105  Pension Direct 8,500 
106  Travel 1,000 
107  Cont'g Ed./Sebatical 1,000 
108  Guest Ministers 400 
109  Moving Expense 375 

    
Our Ministry Through Lay Staff  

111  Secretary 17,500 
112  Custodian 10,660 
114  FICA - Employer 3,441 
115  Workers' Comp 300 
116  Travel 0 
117  Organist 6,078 
118  Music Director 4,500 
119  Youth Director 6,242 

    
Our Ministry Through Programs  

121  Christian Education 3,000 
121A  MYF 350 
122  Worship 1,500 
123  Music 400 
124  Evangelism/Publications 1,200 
125  (Adult Ministry)  
126  (Publications)  
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2021 Budget, Continued 

 

127  Stephen Ministry 100 
128  Missions 1,700 
129  Discretionary Help 100 

    
Our Ministry Through Administrative Support  

131  Office Supplies 2,000 
132  Postage 750 
133  Copier Expenses 4,200 
134  Stewardship 500 

    
Our Ministry Through Property  

141  Electricity 7,800 
142  Gas 7,200 
143  Telephone 1,800 
144  Water 800 
145  Republic Waste 1,000 
146  Custodian Supplies 1,200 
147  Church Maintenance 15,500 
148  Parsonage Maint. 3,000 
149  Insurance 4,500 
151  Property Tax -Church 1,100 
152  Prop Tax - Parsonage 3,200 

    
Our Ministry Through Apportionments  

171  Conference 24,984 
172  District 2,061 

    
Miscellaneous  

180  Other 30 
  Payroll Service 400 
  SPRC 500 
    

Grand Total   215,415 
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Cryptic Carols  
Can you figure out these carols? 
 

 1.  Colorless Yuletide      
 2.  Singular Yearning for the Twin Anterior Incisors  
 3.  Righteous Darkness      
 4.  Weather: Cloudless  Arrival time: 2400 hours   
 5.  Loyal Followers Advance     
 6.  Far off in a Feeder       
 7.  Array the Corridors      
 8.  Bantam Percussionist     
 9.  Monarchial Triad      
10. Nocturnal Noiselessness     
11. Jehovah Deify Blithe Chevaliers    
12.  Red Man en Route to Borough    
13.  Frozen Precipitation Commence    
14.  Proceed and Enlighten on the Pinnacle   
15.  The Quadruped with the Vermillion Proboscis          
16.  Query Regarding Identity of Descendant   
17.  Delight for this Planet     
18. Give Attention to the Melodious Celestial Beings  
 

 
 
 
 

  

 
ANSWERS: 
 1.  White Christmas 
 2.  All I want for Christmas is my Two Front Teeth 
 3.  O Holy Night 
 4.  It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 5.  O Come All Ye Faithful 
 6.  Away in a Manger 
 7.  Deck the Halls 
 8.  Little Drummer Boy 
 9.  We Three Kings 
10. Silent Night 
11. God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen 
12. Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
13. Let it Snow, Let it Snow 
14. Go Tell It On The Mountain 
15. Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer 
16. What Child is This 
17. Joy To The World 
18. Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
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An Advent Devotional Guide for 2020 

 
Advent is the season of waiting expectantly for the coming of Christ.  Like 
Mary, we celebrate the coming to earth and the return of Christ – what God is 
yet to do.   
 
We are called to actively wait – just as expectant parents prepare for the 
coming of their child, even though they are not quite sure what to prepare for, 
we prepare for the coming of Christ.     
 
A gift for you this year is this devotional.  I invite you to prepare your mind 
and soul by spending some time each day reflecting on scripture and preparing 
your heart by looking for ways to reach out to others.   
  
Throughout the ages, people have been making their way to Bethlehem to bring 
their gifts to the Christ child.  The Wise Men brought gifts that would help the 
Holy Family in their flight to Egypt, and into the future.  If this Christmas, you 
would like to bring a gift to the Christ Child that would help others on their 
difficult journeys, we invite you to bring items for our Caring Cupboard.  Linda 
has listed items that are always needed throughout the year on the last page.  
You may bring those items and leave them at the manger on Christmas Eve or 
drop them off as an act of generosity to our community anytime you are at the church.  
 
In whatever way you move towards Bethlehem to celebrate Christmas, I invite you to ponder these words that they 
may help along the journey. 
 
Week 1    
 
Monday, Nov. 30th I Corinthians 1:2-9 
 
Hope is a decision, a practice of believing that in God’s time, God’s promises will be fulfilled.  Hope is not 
wondering “what if,” it is not thinking “just in case.” Hope is deciding that we believe that God will win and that 
we will work towards that end.  In today’s scripture, Paul reminds us that as we eagerly wait on the Lord, we have 
at our disposal every spiritual gift that we need.  Friends, let’s take inventory, claim those gifts with which God has 
blessed us, and move forward in hope. 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 1st     Romans 8:15 -16 
 
The great preacher Billy Graham wrote of why he could be so certain about who and what God really is in the 
story of the little boy who was out flying a kite.   
 

It was a fine day for kite flying, the wind was brisk and large billowy clouds were blowing across the sky.  The kite 
went up and up until it was entirely hidden by the clouds. “What are you doing?” a man asked the little boy. “I’m 
flying a kite,” he replied.  “Flying a kite?” the man said, “how can you be sure?  You can’t see the kite.”  “No,” 
said the boy, “I can’t see it, but every little while I feel a tug, so I know for sure that it’s there!” 
 
This Advent Season, don’t take anyone else’s word for God.  Find time to reconnect with God for yourself through 
scripture, reflection and prayer so that you, too, might know by the wonderful warm tug on your heartstrings that 
He is there for sure.  
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Wednesday, Dec 2nd   Psalm 121 
 
From where does our hope come?  We choose to hope in others, that they will be able to accomplish their goals, 
we hope that we can count on them.  We hope in ourselves, that we can do all that we desire to do.   
 
As people of faith, along with our hope in others and ourselves, our hope is grounded in our faith in Jesus Christ.  
We know that God often works through others, so putting our hope in them is a decision for hope, trusting that 
God will be and is present to us in other people. How might God desire for you to be a source of hope for others? 
 
Thursday, Dec. 3rd Luke 10:25-37 
 
After reading the parable of the Good Samaritan, I am reminded of the words found in a prayer attributed  
to St. Francis. 
 

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring love. 
Where there is offense, let me bring pardon. 
Where there is discord, let me bring union. 
Where there is error, let me bring truth. 
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith. 
Where there is despair, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light. 
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy. 
 

Reflecting on the prayer of St. Francis, we realize that we are called to be an instrument of hope to others. Like the 
Good Samaritan, when we encounter someone in need, we can make an intentional choice to be an instrument of 
hope, to care, to get involved.  Is there someone right now that God is calling you to be their instrument of hope?  
Who has been that instrument of hope to you during dark days – stop today, give thanks for them, and send them a 
note of thanks. 
 
Friday, Dec. 4th John 1:1-11 
 
Jesus came, but his own did not receive him (verse 11). How can this be? What went wrong? How can the people 
of God not recognize the Son of God?   Clearly, many people -- even most -- were not ready, felt unprepared, 
thought they would have to impress him, were too caught up in their day to day lives to realize just how much they 
needed the new life that Jesus came to offer.  
 
For whatever reason, they did not recognize the transforming power and renewing love that Jesus brought with 
him. The people did not know him -- maybe they were not looking for him. Jesus would later say, "Seek and you 
will find;" perhaps the opposite is also true. If we are not seeking or looking, we will not find or recognize God 
who is right in front of us.  May this Advent journey be a time of opening our eyes, hearts, and souls to recognize 
and welcome the Christ. 
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Saturday, Dec. 5th Mark 13:32-37 
 
Mark’s gospel calls us to be alert – keep watch – stay alert because we do not know what is coming.  Have you 
ever driven somewhere only to say to yourself, “Wow, I don’t remember making this turn, or seeing this sight 
along the way?”   It’s called drowsy driving, and I’m afraid I’m guilty of it.  By comparison, if we are not careful, 
we might drive ourselves toward Christmas in the same way.   
 
This year as we deal with Covid-19, we have become tired of waiting, and we are even more distracted on our 
journey. But we get to make the decision to choose hoping and believing that our faith in God is stronger than any 
issue we face.  We choose hope and faith to guide us through the drowsy times, so that we arrive at Christmas fully 
alive, alert and awake. 
 
Week 2 
 
Monday, Dec. 7th Matthew 3:1-6 
 
John the Baptist, the cousin of Jesus is not afraid to be different.  He is not afraid to stand out in the crowd because 
he is so focused on his mission to prepare the way for Christ.  John chooses to follow the will of God and offers a 
message of hope to the people of his day.   
 
This season of Advent reminds us that John is just following the lines of others like Jeremiah and Isaiah 
proclaiming that somehow God is going to make himself known to us in the embodiment of a human being.  How 
can that be – Emmanuel – God with us and in us and through us? 
 
We are a part of that lineage as well.  We carry that responsibility of embodying God’s hope in our words and 
actions. Every day our lives send a message to those we encounter.  May our actions continue the work of God’s 
justice and mercy as we make our way to Christmas. 
 
Tuesday, Dec. 8th  Romans 12:9-21 
 
Paul encourages us to live in peace with everyone.  Can he be serious?  It’s hard work to be a peacemaker. 
Answering the call to be a peacemaker requires taking risks and letting go of the outcome.  The message of hope 
and peace belongs to God, not us, we are asked to merely choose to be an avenue of grace, a courier of the 
message of love and hope that God delivers to us that first Christmas day.  Where is God nudging you to be a 
messenger of hope, a peacemaker, a source of comfort? 
 
Wednesday, Dec. 9th  Psalm 40:1-3 
 
Patiently waiting – not my forté.  This pandemic we are in has stretched all of us in patiently waiting.  Yet, even in 
the midst of life’s challenges, we can trust that God waits with us. Whether we know the outcome of our waiting or 
not, it is hard. Waiting forces us to acknowledge that we are not in control and sometimes all we can do is be 
present.   
 
We are given the opportunity to walk with others each day as we wait – maybe it is in sending a note of 
encouragement, sending flowers, or dropping of a favorite treat.  Being present like that may not seem like much, 
but it is! 
 
Choosing to walk with another through a time of waiting is choosing to be a messenger of hope and light.  Who is 
God calling you to walk with on this journey to Bethlehem? 
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Thursday, Dec. 10th Isaiah 40:26-31  
 
Many of us mourn for our holiday traditions.  We miss all of the hugs shared and merriment expressed and we 
wonder how long, O Lord?  We feel responsible to help guide others along the journey – but we are not sure of the 
next step   - how are we to share a message of hope when we need to hear that message whispered to us?  And then 
we hear the words of Isaiah – “Lift up your eyes…”   What is it that you need today to nourish your heart and soul?  
The promise is there for us to claim – “even youth grow tired and weary, and you stumble and fall, but those who 
hope in the Lord will renew their strength.”   
 
Take some moments today to look up, to feel the vastness of God’s creation, and know that God knows your name 
and knows you more intimately than you know yourself, and loves you beyond measure. 
 
Friday, Dec. 11th John 1: 6-7 
 
Several years ago, on a mission trip to the devastated country of Rwanda, I was physically and emotionally shaken 
by the destruction caused by man’s fear and hatred for those who were different.  In a country where most 
professionals had been brutally murdered, and the majority of the population was less than 20 years old, I saw 
signs of hopelessness all around.  Yet it was in that war-torn destruction that I also experienced some of the most 
powerful worship services. 
  
Looking back at John the Baptist today, our scripture reminds us that John came as a witness to the Light.  And 
that Light is Jesus, who is our hope.  Those surrounded by hopelessness are also witnesses to the Light.   
 
This Advent, I invite you to look beyond the cute baby Jesus lying in the manger to the Jesus who hung upon the 
cross.  Think more about how hopelessness points to the Light, to Jesus dying for our sakes, that we might know 
the hope of salvation.  Ponder today how Jesus is the Lord of both hopelessness and hopefulness.  Rejoice in the 
opportunities to be a witness to the Light of Christ in whatever circumstance you find yourself.  
 
Saturday, Dec. 12th Romans 15:4-6,13 
 
The Apostle Paul identifies himself with the strong Christians and talks about the freedoms we have as followers 
of Christ. Set free from the bondage of sin and darkness.  Then he is quick to remind us that with those freedoms 
come the responsibility to follow in Christ’s way.  He reminds us that Scripture is to be our roadmap through life.  
Our guidebook, our textbook for living.  The purpose of Scripture is for our instruction, so that we might be 
encouraged to hold fast our hope in Christ.  I am reminded that throughout Paul’s writings to the early churches, he 
uses the words hold fast, stand firm because we have this hope in Christ as an anchor for our soul, firm and secure. 
Hold fast to the teaching of Christ.  Celebrate our freedoms, and love others as Christ has loved you. 
 
Week 3 
 
Monday, Dec. 14th Colossians 1:3-14 
 
Sometimes I like to think of our faith and hope as a muscle of our soul.  Just like our bodily muscles will grow 
weak if they are not used, so our souls grow weak if our faith, love, and hope lie dormant.  Living in hope is a daily 
decision and commitment to open ourselves completely to God.  Trusting with faith to grow deeper into the 
mystery of God’s promise of love and faithfulness.  Choosing hope will yield fruit if we willingly cultivate it and 
exercise it. 
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Tuesday, Dec. 15th  Galatians 5:16-26 
 
Many years ago, I was in my High School marching band.  I remember days during the Spring and Summer of 
marching forever to get our routines in order so that we moved smoothly and seemingly without effort.  And when 
you got out of step, you would need to take a quick skip or double step to get back in line with everyone else.  I 
wonder if that was the same concept that Paul was talking about in verse 25 when he says “let us keep in step with 
the Spirit”? 
 
Paul’s words remind us that choosing hope is also choosing to exercise our faith so that the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
become evident in our lives.  The fruits found in verse 22 are not rules that we live by, they are beyond the law.  
These fruits grow and become evident as a part of our character.  Paul reminds us that in order to do that, to live by 
the Spirit, we need to keep in step with the Spirit.  In our journey toward Bethlehem, has the busyness of the 
season gotten you a little out of step?  Take a moment, to double step, or skip a step, in order to be in step with the 
Spirit.   
 
Wednesday, Dec. 16th  Matthew 5:14-16 
 
There are phases or quotes this time of year that can cause more pain than cheer.  I’ve even spoken them: “have a 
holly jolly Christmas,” or “this is the most wonderful time of the year.”  It’s not a wonderful time of year for some, 
especially this year with Covid struggles, many are feeling despair and sadness. As God’s children, we are called 
upon to be an anchor of hope in the darkness of despair.  In moments of struggle, when hope is hard to find, we 
remember that there is a light in the world, “a light that the darkness could not overpower”  (John 1:5).    
 
Struggles are real, but they need not define our faith, trust and hope in the Lord.  Jesus invites us to be a light in the 
darkness, to trust and believe in a future yet to come.  Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world”.  He also said, “You 
are the light of the world.”  May it be so.  May God open our eyes to those around us who may need us to shine the 
Light of Christ into their darkness.  
 
Thursday, Dec. 17th I Thessalonians 5:16-18 
 
Paul reminds us to give thanks in all things, not for all things.  A sure path to hope is to be grateful.  The Season of 
Advent is a wonderful time to be thankful no matter our current circumstances.  Thanksgiving is a commitment, a 
discipline, not a quick fix or gloss over.  It is about placing our trust in God to bring good out of even the worst 
situation.   
 
In this last week of our journey to Bethlehem, I encourage you to keep a gratitude journal.  It doesn’t have to be 
written down, but each day pause to name or list the things for which you are grateful no matter what the day has 
held.   
 
Friday, Dec. 18th  Psalm 8 
 
Today I invite you to pay attention to the ways that hope shows up in your daily life, often when we need it the 
most.  A chance conversation with a friend, reading an inspiring passage, catching a glimpse of a rainbow, a 
beautiful sunrise or sunset.  All of nature fascinates me when I think that our God who knows us intimately 
designed this entire universe that brings us such pleasure and hope.  What are some of the things that bring you 
awe, wonder, and hope?   Reclaim those experiences and allow them to strengthen and renew your hope.  Keep 
your eyes open as we move towards Bethlehem to God’s amazing revelations of glory. 
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Saturday, Dec. 19th  Luke 1:26-38 
 
Sometimes God works in ways that baffle our minds.  In those times it is our faith that anchors us and holds us 
firm.  Mary, the mother of Jesus becomes the vessel for God’s plan of salvation.  Humanly it doesn’t make sense.  
Although Mary didn’t know how this would all happen, she placed her complete trust in God.  Through that act of 
blind obedience, we catch a glimpse of what it means to submit ourselves to God even when the path does not 
seem clear.   To place trust in God and not be overwhelmed by fear is what Mary models for us.  May we hold fast 
to our faith, trusting in the Lord, even when the journey baffles our mind. 
 
Week 4 
 
Monday, Dec. 21st  Jeremiah 29:11-14 
 
Our hope in God becomes most real when we find ourselves facing uncertainty.  When life challenges mount up, 
we soon discover that hope in only ourselves or others leaves us lacking.  It is at those moments when we realize 
that our hope has to be grounded in God alone.   
 
Mary faced an unbelievable challenge at hearing the news that she would give birth to the Savior of the world.  
Yet, she was told to not be afraid, for God was doing this.  So she chose to place her trust and hope in God alone.  
What is one thing you can do this week to more deeply ground your hope in God?   
 
Tuesday, Dec. 22nd  I Thessalonians 5:16-24 
 
Reinhold Niebuhr gave us the wonderful “Serenity Prayer.”   
God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; 
Courage to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. 
 
Living one day at a time; Enjoying one moment at a time;  
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace; 
Taking, as He did, this sinful world as it is, not as I would have it; 
Trusting that He will make all things right 
If I surrender to His Will;  So that I may be reasonably happy in this life  
And supremely happy with Him Forever and ever in the next.  Amen  
 
Placing our trust and hope in God alone is a choice we make to let go of control.  
As we move toward Bethlehem, I encourage you to ponder this prayer and discover  
that serenity truly comes as we let go and let God. 
 
 
Wednesday, Dec.  23rd.  Romans 15:13 
 
“Today I choose joy.”  That’s a tag a friend of mine has on her email signature.  That goes right along with 
choosing hope.  On our journey, we have discovered that hope is not a dream or a wish, it is a daily decision.  
We also choose to be a messenger of hope as we reflect the hope of Christ in our daily living.  Be comforted  
by the promise of God, and as you rest in that comfort, ponder how God might be asking you to share your  
hope this Christmas. 
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Thursday, Dec. 24th 
 
One of my favorite Christmas songs was given to us by Placide Cappeau –“O Holy Night.” 
 

O holy night, the stars are brightly shining.  It is the night of our dear Savior's birth 
Long lay the world in sin and error pining; Till he appeared and the soul felt it's worth 
 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices; For yonder brinks a new and glorious morn 
Fall on your knees… 

 
 
This Christmas eve is different than most of us have ever experienced.  It is a 
significant loss for us if we cannot enjoy the tradition of gathering with our church 
family in a beautifully decorated sanctuary, singing carols, and hearing once again 
the sacred Christmas story. 
 
In the midst of the chaotic time of Christmas this year, may we remember that  
the First Christmas did not go exactly as Mary, Joseph, and many others had 
hoped or planned.   Yet in the midst of chaos, Jesus came as God with us, 
Emmanuel for all eternity.   
 
Whatever Christmas Eve looks like for you, may you still hear the angels’  
voices, as they speak again of the thrill of hope, for yonder breaks a new and 
glorious morn. 
   

 
  

Share your blessings with the Caring Cupboard  
on Christmas Eve by bringing any of  

the following much-needed items: 
 

Paper products: bathroom tissue, 
Kleenex, napkins, paper towels 

 
Household cleaning products:  

dish soap, laundry detergent, household cleaners 
 

Personal products: shampoo, conditioner,  
body wash, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hand soap, 

combs, hand sanitizer 
 

May all we do bless others! 
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