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Dear People of God,  

It’s been almost six months since the shelter-in-place orders and many other guidelines were put in place in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic. I remember when back in March, we were looking forward to June as we 
were predicting that life would return to a more familiar rhythm then. Yet, we are in August and life continues 
to carry an offbeat tempo. 

No doubt the current circumstances are strenuous. Following the protocols and trying to keep up with the 
changes create mental, emotional, and spiritual soreness. The weariness is real. Yet, the challenge ahead of us is 
to remain disciplined and steady in cautiousness. 

How can we keep on giving and doing our best during times that seem more demanding than fulfilling? I find a 
lot of encouragement in the words of Paul. “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we 
will reap a harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9). I believe that commitment to do good generates 
positive results. The outcome may not be instantaneous, but it will surely come. 

I want to take the time to celebrate you. I commend the discipline I have seen every time we have come together 
as a church. Our gatherings have been very organized. You have observed the guidelines we have set in place. 
Your respect, patience, and consideration are evident. For that, I am extremely grateful. 

I want to encourage you to continue doing the good that is within your reach. Keep wearing your masks every 
time you are in public. Keep listening to the guidelines that value life. Keep looking at the bright side and also 
beyond the here and now. Continue to practice patience and keep reaching out to others in concern. Responsibly 
seek the welfare of your family, the community, our nation and the world. Keep up the good work! As the Bible 
says, “at the proper time we will reap a harvest.” We just need to persevere.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Luigi  
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Current Schedule & Online Offerings 
 

Sundays 8:00 a.m. Men’s Study (at LaPorte)  
 9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (video conference, please contact Dave Van Arsdale 

for access information at dvanar@yahoo.com) 
 11:00 a.m. Worship Service (*see more information below)  Our worship service will 

be recorded and posted online after the in-person gathering. 
 3:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (at LaPorte) 

Tuesdays 1:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (at Laporte) 
 6:18 p.m. Devotion and Prayer Time (live on Facebook) 

Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
 1:15 p.m. Confirmation Class (via Zoom) 
  Wednesday’s Word of Encouragement (email, Facebook) 

Thursdays 9:30 a.m. Prayer Time (video conferencing, please contact Pastor Luigi for access 
information at pastor@laportechurch.org) 

Fridays  #Flashback Friday (Facebook and church website) 
 

* Worship Schedule Through September  
 

In the Sanctuary:  1st and 3rd Sundays at 11:00 a.m. 
 

Church Without Walls:  2nd and 4th Sundays at 11:00 a.m.  
 Worship with us on our back lawn.  Bring a chair, if you wish. 

(August 30th,  the 5th Sunday is TBD, more info coming) 
 
 

Please note:  If there are changes, every effort will be made to let you know by the  
Friday preceding the worship service. 

 

THAT Band will join us again for worship!!  
Sunday, August  23 - 11:00 a.m. 

THAT Band started as a worship team at a local church in Willard OH.  
Once they started getting invites to play in various places,  
the group thought it was time for a name for themselves.  

THAT band is what stuck.  
THAT band is based on Acts 17:28: Through Him All Things. 
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Congregational Participation 
in Worship 

COVID-19 has affected many areas of our lives. The church is 
not exempt from this reality. The way we are worshiping today is 
different than what many of us are accustomed to. Yet, in the 
midst of the unfamiliar, we have the opportunity to explore new 
ways to actively participate in worship.  

In this new season, we would like to encourage the people of 
LaPorte to share their gifts in worship. We would like to have a 
“Special Moment” on Sundays where people in our 

congregation can participate. During the Special Moment, you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story, a testimony, 
a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart. The purpose of this moment is to allow you an opportunity to edify 
others in 5 minutes or less.   

So, we invite you to bring glory to God and benefit God’s people as you share your gifts in worship. To participate, call the 
church office at (440) 458-5717 or write your name on the sign-up sheet that is on the bulletin board located in the 
welcoming area. We know God wants to pour out abundant blessings through you. Don't miss the opportunity! 

 
 

Words of Gratitude 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Help…Hope…Healing… 
 

Stephen Ministers are members of our congregation who receive special training to provide one-to-one 
Christian care to people in our congregation and community experiencing challenges in life – grief, 
loneliness, hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other life difficulties.  To receive care or learn 
more, please contact Sue Van Arsdale, Rev. Mark Vale, or Pastor Luigi.  
 

In Loving Memory 
 
John S. Gilchrist (Rachel Kiselewicz’s Granddad) entered into eternal 
rest on July 13, 2020 at the age of 91. He has been described as a kind 
and faithful servant of the Lord.  John was the beloved husband of 63 
years to the late Janet (nee Stanley), dear father of John (Mary Lynne), 
Bob (Jean), Debbie Kubiak (Bob) and Tom (Vicki), a beloved 
grandfather of 8 and great-grandfather of 21.  
 

 

From Jack and Wilma Reck 
Thank you, everyone, for the prayers, food, phone calls, and cards over these past few months.  

We are so blessed to be members of this loving and compassionate church community. 
Thanks, and God bless each of you. 
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Finance Committee Update  
Renee Bush, Chair     finance@laportechurch.org 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 
THANK YOU for your continuing financial support and love for LaPorte United Methodist Church during this difficult and 
trying time. We all realize that this has been, perhaps, the most challenging time all of us have faced in our lifetime. Not only 
is there the risk of personal serious infection, but also the economic uncertainty that has accompanied the pandemic. 
Despite this, your financial faithfulness has been truly outstanding. 
 
Your continuing financial support, along with the steps the leadership has taken to reduce costs, has allowed us to sustain 
our ministry. Currently, the bank account of the church is in good shape. To aid with the situation that faced the church, 
several steps were taken over the last several months. We implemented online giving and secured a Paycheck Protection 
Program Loan for $23,467.98 with the possibility of the loan being forgiven. This permitted us to pay payroll and utilities for 
10 weeks which then helped us use offerings to pay for other regular expenses. We are on goal to pay all our 2020 
apportionments which is one of the ways we participate in the ministry and mission of the United Methodist Church, both 
locally and around the world. 
 
The battle, however, is not anywhere near over and there could be some incredibly challenging times ahead. The short-term 
news on the pandemic is not encouraging; and longer term, we will be faced with new challenges as we transition to in-
person services and the new normal. The leadership of the church encourages you to continue your faithful support of the 
church. Together, with God’s help, we will get through this.  
 
Again, thank you to everyone. May God continue to bless each of us as well as the congregation of the LaPorte United 
Methodist Church. 
 
God bless, 
The Finance Committee 

 

SPRC Updates 
Claudia Baker, Chair      bakertwp@mac.com 

 
RESIGNATION 

 

The Staff Parish Relations Committee would like to inform our LaPorte UMC family that Anjanette Heron Hignett has 
tendered her resignation as Music/Choir Director.  Anjanette has been part of our family since she was a young girl and has 
been synonymous with music here at the church for many years.  We will all certainly miss her contributions to the music 
ministry here at LaPorte.  We pray that she will continue to share her love for Christian music as she moves forward with her 
life and thus, further the Kingdom of God in her future endeavors.  We thank her for sharing her witness through music with 
us for so many years!  May the Lord bless her and keep her always! 
 
 

NEW CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Our secretary, Linda Gwinn, has been back in the office for a few months and has come to realize that the number of hours 
she spends in the office may not be necessary at this time.  Therefore, the SPRC members have agreed that her hours can 
be reduced.  The new church office hours will be Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., and her hours 
on Friday will remain the same, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  If there is a need to get in touch with the church or the pastor 
after hours, be assured that your call will be forwarded, just as calls have been since the beginning of the pandemic.  Linda 
will make sure your call is taken care of promptly.  These hours may change, if needed, as we navigate through these 
uncertain times.  We will keep you informed of any future changes. 
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Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 

 
 

 OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE YEAR LONG PROJECT 

LaPorte continues the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD project of collecting items for 
Christmas Shoeboxes.  Each month we are focusing on specific items to be included in the 
boxes.  Labeled boxes/tubs are available for you to place items. Monthly listings are available on the 
containers and available for you to take.  If you see items that have already been collected or are in 
the future to be collected, it is perfectly fine for them to be donated at any time.  

    A few reminders: 

                  ~items must fit inside a shoebox 

                  ~multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 

Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, 
knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered 
or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass 
containers; aerosol cans 
 

~gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new 

Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items 
throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 

 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 
February – Accessories 
March – Quality Crafts 
April – Stuffed Animals 
May – Hygiene Items 
June – Toys 
July – Clothing Items 
August – School Supplies 
September – Games 
October – Letters and Photos 
November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 
December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 
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CLOTHE-A-KID 

School Year 20/21 

THANK YOU to those who have taken a child/children to shop for school clothes. We are supporting 20 children.  Please 
put the clothing in a brown bag and staple with the child’s info and receipts on the front. Have them at the church by August 
14. A drive-up distribution will be held Saturday, August 22 from 11:00 to Noon. Questions – contact Cheryl Smith. 

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE BED BUILD 

Due to the virus, restrictions, and inability to hold fundraisers, LaPorte is postponing the September 12 bed build. We will 
continue to support Sleep in Heavenly Peace and will reschedule a build when life is much safer. Please continue to pray for 
this outreach and the children awaiting a real bed to sleep in. 

CHINESE AUCTION/PASTA DINNER 

The Mission’s annual Chinese Auction/Pasta Dinner fundraiser planned for Saturday, October 3 is being 
postponed.  Another casualty due to the virus. Again, when life becomes much safer and we all feel comfortable, plans will 
be made to hold this affair. 

UPDATE:  ST. PAULY’S SHED 

St. Pauly’s clothing collection shed is temporarily closed.  Their primary struggle has been due to the shutting down of 
international borders and the resulting inability to redistribute the majority of clothing that’s been collected.  A “CLOSED” 
sign has been put in place to block off the donation chute.  They plan on reopening our shed as soon as possible, and we’ll 
let you know when that happens.  Thanks very much for all of your past donations. 

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE/TEAM 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of LaPorte . If you 
would like to help out with any of our activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions committee/team, or have any 
questions/suggestions about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith (Chair).  
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  CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 
                           COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 
 

Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing; community; participation.  Biblical definitions 
include fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, and by the spirit.  2 Corinthians 9:8 
says, “And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.” 
 

The first Sunday of each month, we celebrate communion by the breaking of the bread and drinking from the cup in 
remembrance of our Lord and Savior.  Let it also be an opportunity to share our blessings by bringing non-perishable food 
items and/or household products for our Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of the month – our communion Sundays. Items 
of current need are:  jars of applesauce, canned chicken, rice, boxed mac-n-cheese, general household cleaning 
products, laundry detergent, and dish soap.  
 

As Jesus shares his love towards us through the bread and the cup,  
let us share communion through our Caring Cupboard.  

  

If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl Smith.      
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Called, Committed, Connected 
East Ohio Annual Conference 2020 

 

Out of an abundance of care for all members of Annual Conference, Bishop Tracy S. Malone, after prayerful discernment 
and in consultation with the Extended Cabinet, the leadership of the Board of Ministry, and the Annual Conference 
secretary, has decided that Annual Conference 2020, and the Clergy Executive Session that precedes it, will be conducted 
virtually on the previously announced dates of September 25-27. 

 

Livestream Schedule 
 

Saturday, September 26 
9:00 a.m. - Service of Commemoration and Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. - Business Session 
1:00 p.m. - Episcopal Address 
1:30 p.m. - Business Session 

6:00 p.m. - Service of Commissioning and Ordination - Pastor Luigi will be ordained 
 

Sunday, September 27 
TBD a.m. - Livestreamed Worship for EOC Churches 

 
Learn more at the Conference website:  https://www.eocumc.com/eoac20/index.html. 

Church Offering Envelopes 
If you are in need of offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know  

by either sending an email to laporteumc@laportechurch.org or by calling  
(440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you.  Thanks! 
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WITH UMCMarket.org 

GIVING IS AS EASY AS 1-2-3   

1. Go to UMCMarket.org and select your local ministry and click to join igive 

2. Select from thousands of stores and shop for your everyday items 

3. Each purchase generates a donation to your ministry, sent directly to your location 

 

Remember! Church purchases are eligible for donations as well, so use UMCMarket.org for 

purchases from copy paper to choir robes. 

 

Please note:  UMCMarket has recently undergone a platform change. If you are a previous user 

of UMCMarket and haven’t already done so, you will need to sign up again. GCFA and 

UMCMarket regret this one-time inconvenience and hope you will continue to use this valuable 

program to continue to generate donations for your church.  

 

 

Visit UMCMarket Soon! 
https://www.umcmarket.org 
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