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April 2021

“Loving people transformed by a loving God”

Since 1825

"Just after sunrise they came to the tomb."
Mark 16:2-6
Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb and they asked
each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?" But when they looked up, they saw that
the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in
a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed. "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for
Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.
Greetings in the Name of Our Risen Savior!
We seek Jesus in the empty tomb, but Jesus is not there, He has risen! This letter comes to you with great
happiness and joy in the fact that Jesus has risen! While we could not gather last year for Easter services, it did not
change the reality that we are and always will be Easter people. Hallelujah! This year we will worship the risen
Christ in person and on-line this coming Easter morning! We will sing the songs lifting our praises to God
celebrating the resurrection of Christ the Lord!
We have traveled the wilderness journey this season of Lent and, praise God, we remain victorious in
Christ our Savior! Yes! There has been pain and hardships on this journey and during the last year. But whatever
comes our way, it lasts but a season and it never changes the reality that we are God’s beloved children!
We believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ! We know with certainty that Christ rose again and that at the
end of every wilderness, there is rest and peace in Christ. Whatever has been, there is always Easter! My friends,
whenever we are together we celebrate the resurrection, and every Sunday is Easter.
As we celebrate Easter may we shout and sing with gleeful hearts! Let us proclaim the resurrection, Christ
is alive! Christ is alive! We will smell the spring flowers. We will sing the Easter hymns, and the sanctuary will be
filled with God’s people and their laughter. Whenever we are together, it will be Easter, for we are God’s Easter
people!
We are a people prepared to say: Here I am, Lord, use us for your purposes. Join with us as we walk
through this journey, as we search new ways to respond to God’s calling. We are partners in ministry and service
to all God’s Easter people.
Blessed in Christ,
Pastor William Baker
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General Schedule
Please check weekly announcements for updates.

Sundays

8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Mondays
Wednesdays

Men’s Study – (at LaPorte)
Adult Sunday School – (at LaPorte) Also offered remotely - please contact Dave Van
Arsdale for access info at dvanar@yahoo.com
11:00 a.m. Worship Service – In person, also offered livestream and later posted online.
3:00 p.m. Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (more information on page 9)
6:18 p.m. 6:18 Prayer Group (at LaPorte)
9:30 a.m. Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte)
6:30 p.m. Disciple Light Bible Study - Meeting remotely

Celebrating God’s Blessings to Us
Caring Cupboard Outreach
Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.
Caring Cupboard donations are collected on the first Sundays of the month, which are Communion Sundays.
However, your donations are gladly received at any time. Items of need include: canned chicken and tuna,
oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit & vegetables, and applesauce. Let us take this
opportunity to share our love with those in need. If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl
Smith. May all we do, bless others!

Special Moment
You are invited and encouraged to share your gifts during worship services.
During the Special Moment (5 minutes or less), you can share a song, a reflection, a poem, a story,
a testimony, a liturgical dance, or whatever God puts in your heart.
A sign-up sheet is available in the Narthex, or you may call the church office.

Flowers for the Altar…
Flowers add a beautiful touch to our worship services. If you would like to provide flowers for any of the
remaining Sundays in 2021, please use the sign-up chart on the bulletin board located in the Narthex.
If you have questions, please call the church office.

Church Offering Envelopes
If you need offering envelopes, please let Linda in the church office know by either sending an email
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or by calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes will be produced for you. Thanks!
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LaPorte Missions News
Cheryl Smith, Chair

missions@laportechurch.org

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED - FRIENDLY REMINDER
Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed. The clothing collected is sent to people all over the world. It
helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and helps those in need. The shed is for clothing, shoes,
sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or
household goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD - SAMARITAN’S PURSE YEAR -LONG PROJECT
LaPorte is participating in the OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD project of collecting items for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Each
month we will be focusing on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled boxes/tubs will be available just across from
the church office for you to place items. Monthly listings will be available on the containers for you to take. If you see items that
had already been collected or are to be collected in the future, it is perfectly fine for them to be donated at any time.
A few reminders:
 items must fit inside a shoebox
 multiple items will be placed in each shoebox
~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, knives, or military
figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications
or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; aerosol cans
~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new
~Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox items
throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world.
MONTHLY COLLECTIONS
January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves
February – Accessories
March – Quality Crafts
April – Stuffed Animals
May – Hygiene Items
June – Toys
July – Clothing Items
August – School Supplies
September – Games
October – Letters and Photos
November – Donations for shipping ($9/box)
December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes
CHANGE FOR CHANGE
Change for Change is now weekly. A labeled bucket will be sitting out near the offering box each Sunday for you to deposit
your change. The bucket will be labeled as to the outreach LaPorte’s change will be going to. The collection for the months
of March, April, May, and June will go towards LaPorte’s Kingdom Sports Camp. THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE
IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS.
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LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA
We have another opportunity to be the “hands and feet of Christ.” If anyone is interested in
sewing pillowcase dresses, please contact Terri Smith or Cheryl Smith. We can give you
the patterns, or go to their website – www.littledressesforafrica.org. The following is part of
the article that explains the reason and need for these dresses. “Because girl orphans are
the most devalued and abused in their culture, and face such oppression, it is the mission
of Little Dresses for Africa to plant in the hearts of these little girls that they are worthy. It is
reported that girls wearing a new little dress are much less likely to be abducted, abused or
molested because the new little dress shows that someone cares about them.”
Again, questions and/or patterns - contact Terri or Cheryl.

THANK YOU
Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of LaPorte. It has been a
challenging year and we continue to reach out to our community. May God continue to bless you.

Native American Ministries Sunday – April 18, 2021
Historically, Native American Ministries Sunday has been celebrated with an offering on
the third Sunday of Easter. This Sunday serves to remind the Church of the gifts and
contributions made by Native Americans to our society. Half of the offering is disbursed
through the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry to provide Scholarships for
Native Americans. Half is disbursed through the Conference Native American Awareness
Committee to develop and strengthen Native American ministries within the annual
conference. Closer to the date, giving envelopes will be available on the podium as you
enter/exit the sanctuary.

Sympathy
Linda M. Truxall, (nee-MacDonald), 74, entered into eternal rest on Saturday March 20, 2021. A lifelong Grafton area
resident, Linda was a member of LaPorte UMC and sang in the choir. Her professional life included working in medical record
departments of several area nursing homes, and she formerly worked as a dog groomer. She loved attending tractor shows
and was a fan of everything about the “Garfield” cartoon character.
A Word of Gratitude…
Rene Truxall, Linda’s husband, would like to thank everyone for the prayers, cards, phone calls and visits, especially while
Linda was in hospice care. The support and kindness meant so much to him and the family.
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NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE FAMILY FUN VIRTUAL WALK
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 2021 - 10:00 AM
When circumstances change like the seasons and the reality of life’s most difficult choices start to set in, Lorain County
residents turn to Neighborhood Alliance for guidance. They have been serving Lorain County since 1927 by providing a variety
of programming aimed at bringing one’s basic needs into reach. Whether it’s a hot meal for a senior citizen, an overnight stay in
a safe shelter for a mother and her children, or rent assistance for a family struggling with layoffs or unemployment issues,
Neighborhood Alliance touches the lives of thousands every year. This special event helps Neighborhood Alliance spread
awareness for and generate funds to support much-needed programming to serve neighbors in need right here in our
community. FYI - Neighborhood Alliance also took over Family Promise, which many of you may remember our participation in
that.
Due to COVID-19 challenges, this year’s Family Fun Walk is virtual and LaPorte will be participating in this fundraising event.
We will meet at LaPorte to begin our walk. From LaPorte, we will walk to and through the scenic neighborhood of Robson
Road. You will have the opportunity to walk as far as you wish – there is no set distance. Just wear your walking shoes, bring a
water bottle, and friends. Registration is through their website – myneighborhoodalliance.org, look for Neighborhood Walk
2021. Click on that, select the register to walk button, then select Register for this event and register as a non-fundraising
participant. Then follow the prompts. Cost is $25/adult 13+, $15/child 12 & under. With registration you get a T-Shirt - which we
will wear on the walk- and a goodie bag. This is picked up prior to the event – directions for that will be when you register.
Cheryl Smith can pick yours up if you need her to – just let her know. If you are interested and/or going to register, please let
Cheryl know. We want to keep track of our walkers. You can bring along family and friends (they register online as well) anyone that wants to take a nice walk with a fun group of people AND support a great cause.
If you are unable to walk, but would like to make a donation to Neighborhood Alliance, you can donate online as if you were
walking or give your donation to the church office and we’ll send it on to them. We will also need a couple people to stay back
at the church, so if you want to participate but can’t make the walk, let Cheryl know.

****If you are participating, please meet at the church at 9:30 as the actual walk will begin at 10:00 AM.
This is a LaPorte Missions Team sponsored event. LET’S GET OUT THERE AND “WALK FOR WHAT MATTERS”.
Again, contact Cheryl Smith with your questions. cheryl_p_smith@yahoo.com or 440-396-0337
*****I don’t want to walk alone, so please join me - Cheryl
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FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 2021
With our world slowly opening up, we thought we would find out the interest in Fellowship for Eight. All protocols for our safety
will be followed during these gatherings.
What is it?
Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small groups of no more than 8 people for the purpose of getting to know each
other a little better through fellowship, fun, and possibly food with a host. All are welcome to become a part of this
fellowship.
Who?
Each group of 8 will consist of people from our congregation plus, perhaps, friends or acquaintances. These small
groups can be a mixture of couples and singles. If you are currently unattached, think about inviting your best friend
and know there will be other singles in the groups.
Where?
These gatherings will be held with people who volunteer to host a group. The locations and groups will vary each time.
All protocols will be followed during these gatherings. Please consider being a host by marking the information sheet.
When?
To Be Determined
How?
The Fellowship for Eight leaders will establish the groups of eight. The goal is for each participant to have the
opportunity to be in a “Fellowship for Eight” setting.
Cost?
There is no fee. But you may be asked to provide something to share such as a beverage, vegetable, salad, appetizer,
or dessert. One cost would be a willingness to move out of your comfort zone and get to know more about people you
see or greet briefly on Sunday, serve with on a church committee, or have volunteered with when working on a church
activity.
Ideas?
For those who are willing to host - keeping our current limitations in mind - think about:
 a walk through the metro parks or neighborhood
 a picnic
 outside yard activities
 game night/afternoon on a beautiful evening/afternoon
 conversations on a nice evening in the backyard bonfire
Don’t make it hard for yourself. Have fun!! Keep it simple!! Keep it outside, if possible.
Some groups may enjoy playing games and just having coffee and desserts.
Give it some thought. If you feel comfortable getting together again, complete the questionnaire below and drop it off at
church or give it to Cheryl Smith. We will plan from there. Stay well! Stay safe! Great to see folks again!
Questions?? Contact: Cheryl Smith
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FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT QUESTIONNAIRE
Participant Information
Last Name: ____________________________________________________
First Name: ____________________________________________________
Email Address: _________________________________________________
Home Phone Number:_________________________________________
Cell Phone Number: ___________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________
City: ______________________________ Zip Code:_________________

Would you be comfortable starting back with Fellowship for Eight? Yes_____ No_____
If you answered yes, when do you feel we should begin? ________________________
Are you willing to be a Host? Yes _____ No ______
If you answered yes, what months DO NOT work for you? __________________________
Ideas for gatherings to share with others ____________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
THANK YOU SO MUCH. KEEP YOUR EYES AND EARS OPEN
TO SEE IF / WHEN WE WILL RESUME.
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Methodist Youth Fellowship
Stacy Goetz, Youth Director
youthdirector@laportechurch.org

MYF !!!!!
Our ever-changing schedule has yet again a new face. Here is what it will look like through mid-May:
April 4 - NO MYF - Happy Easter! He is Risen!
April 11 - meet in person
April 18 - meet virtually on Discord
April 25 - meet in person
May 2 - meet virtually on Discord
May 9 - meet in person
May 16 - meet virtually on Discord
We are also planning a retreat, a gardening day, and other great things. Stay tuned for more information!
In the last couple of months, we have studied the books of Judges and Acts. We have taken time to just
hang out and play some silly games, all done virtually! There is much commitment coming from the youth
of this church. I no longer feel that they are the future of the church because they ARE the church!

Check out our website at laportechurch.org
Here you will find:
*Sermons both in video and PDF format
*Upcoming events
*Past newsletters
Also, subscribe to our YouTube page and like us on Facebook!
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