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Today, we are looking at the ascension of Jesus. Forty days have passed since Jesus’ 

resurrection. And, the time has come for Jesus to be lifted high. Actually, “lifted up or lifted 

high” is a phrase that has been used by Jesus on more than one occasion; usually, to refer to his 

death. 

You may remember that the Lord Jesus was lifted up on the cross at the time of his crucifixion. 

Yet, this was not the only time. Jesus was lifted up from the dead on the day of his resurrection. 

And here we are today, remembering the moment when Jesus was lifted up from the earth, taken 

up, to be exalted in power at the right hand of God. 

For some reason, we have the tendency to compartmentalize the salvific (saving) work of Jesus. 

Some people say that everything was accomplished at the cross. But, let me remind you of this. 

Jesus’ death without the resurrection would have accomplished nothing.  

Others say that the resurrection is the real deal. Yet, we cannot make the mistake of saying that 

the resurrection is everything either. The resurrection without the ascension would have 

accomplished nothing.  

Without the ascension, Jesus would have risen to the same broken world to experience the same 

old sorrows. Without the ascension, there is no Second Coming. Without the Second Coming, 

there is no full establishment of the Kingdom of Heaven in our midst.  

What I am trying to say is that we cannot compartmentalize the work of Christ. We have to see 

the life, ministry, death, resurrection and ascension of Jesus as a whole. Jesus was taken up at his 

crucifixion, at his resurrection, and in his ascension.  

Theologically, the ascension is a moment in the salvific work of Christ that is loaded with 

meaning. 

First, we see Jesus leading his disciples out to a place well-known to them. It was in the Mount 

of Olives, near Bethany, that Jesus gathered his disciples not for a good-bye, but for a “see you 

later.” One of the things that really strikes me is that the last thing Jesus did was to bless his 

disciples. 

There is this recurrent theme in the Scriptures that speaks of God blessing his beloved 

handiwork. Going back to the very beginning, you may remember that God blessed humankind 

at the time of creation. The 28th verse of Genesis 1 begins by saying, “[and] God blessed the 

people he created…” (Genesis 1:28). From there, we see God always looking for ways to shower 

his blessings over his creation. 
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You may remember the moment when the birth of Jesus was announced. When the coming of 

the promised King was revealed, Mary wondered why she was so blessed. Elizabeth wondered 

the same. The coming of Jesus is part of the intense shower of blessings that God is pouring on 

his people.  

Now, Jesus is ready to ascend to God the Father. But, before his departure, Jesus will lift up his 

hands and pronounce a blessing over his disciples. I see it all over the Bible, the one thing that 

God desires is for all of us, for all of creation, to live in the blessedness of the Lord. Jesus 

came to earth to bless us with God’s love and salvation. The point is clear: God seeks nothing 

else than to bring us to a blessed state.  

Before his ascension and like many other times, Jesus blessed his disciples. We don’t know what 

kind of blessing Jesus spoke over his followers. Probably, the Master quoted part of the blessing 

that Moses spoke over the 12 tribes of Israel right before his departure. After all, Jesus is 

blessing the equivalent of the 12 Tribes—the Apostles and their fellow disciples. 

Even though we don’t know the exact blessing that Jesus pronounced before he went to heaven, 

we know that such a blessing came with a promise... “I am going to send you what my Father 

has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high” (Luke 

24:49).  

I am pretty sure that part of the blessing was the reminder of the coming of the Holy Spirit. I am 

certain that the blessing Jesus spoke to the disciples on that day included words of 

encouragement: “You are not alone…Take heart… I am with you until the end of times… 

Remember, I am Emmanuel—God is with you always… so, wait in the city because you are 

going to be blessed with power from on high.” 

Luke says that as Jesus blessed his disciples, the Lord was taken up. Here is the second point I 

want to make about the meaning of the ascension. 

As a child, I always thought that it was really cool for the disciples to see Jesus flying up. For 

some reason, I imagined a sort of invisible elevator taking Jesus to the realm of heaven. I could 

place myself amid the crowd, staring at the sky. Yet, my childish interpretation of Scripture was 

diffused as I grew older and studied the Scriptures in more detail. 

Luke says in the first chapter of the book of Acts that Jesus “was taken up before their very eyes, 

and a cloud hid him from their sight” (Acts 1:9). I was devastated when I learned that I had to 

come up with a different version of Jesus’ ascension. My mental production was not in line with 

the Biblical account. Why would Luke be so mean and add the detail of a cloud hiding Jesus? 

With such detail, Luke shattered the illusion of a little boy who only wanted to see Jesus flying 

up the sky. 
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But let me tell you, what seemed to be a disillusionment later became a source of 

encouragement. I came to know that God’s presence is manifested as a pillar of cloud in the 

Scriptures. You may remember the Israelites going through the wilderness as the presence of 

God, in the form of a cloud, led them and protected them. You may remember Moses talking to 

God face-to-face as the Shekinah of God, the cloud of God’s presence, inundated the Tabernacle. 

There are many other examples in the Bible of God being presented as a cloud. 

Now, we see Jesus being taken up in a cloud. In other words, Jesus was fully surrounded and 

embraced by the indescribable presence of God. This has a huge implication. I want to help you 

see the deep meaning of what seems an insignificant detail.  

The Bible teaches that Jesus “did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 

advantage… Jesus humbled himself becoming one of us” (Philippians 2:6). Our Lord willingly 

gave up a good portion of his divine power, took on our limited nature, dealt with hunger, thirst, 

and many of the griefs of life. The Lord suffered the most embarrassing and painful death of his 

time. Jesus took up his cross, but then, Jesus is the One who is taken up to glory in the powerful 

presence of God. Jesus was taken up to heaven where he took his rightful throne as Lord of the 

whole earth. 

I don’t know if you see what has taken place. But here is how I see it. The ascension of Lord 

Jesus confirms that one day we will also exchange our cross for a crown. That one day we will 

also be restored to our rightful position. 

Have you ever wondered when or if you are going to receive compassionate justice? I say 

compassionate, because without God’s compassion, we will be in big trouble. The ascension of 

Jesus communicates that God is putting all things back in their right place. God is putting things 

where they belong. 

The ascension of Lord Jesus declares that there will be day when we will fully receive what sin 

has taken away from us. The ascension of Lord Jesus tells us that there will be a day when we 

will be fully surrounded by the Shekinah—the pillar of cloud, the glorious divine presence of our 

God— and such a presence will lift us up from our broken earthly experience to live in a 

paradise of justice and wholeness.  

Oswald Chambers wrote, “At His Ascension our Lord entered Heaven, and He keeps the door 

open for humanity to enter.” We will rise up. We will be lifted up, taken up with Jesus to be at 

home with the Lord. The ascension of Jesus tells us that we are in the process of being placed 

right where we belong. The ascension of Jesus tells us that we are going to be placed in the 

blessedness for which we were created. We will rise up not to experience the same kind of 

world, but to experience the mighty glory of God. 

Here is the last thing I want to illustrate. That day, the disciples receive a foretaste of the 

upcoming glory. It seems to me that the disciples were absorbed in their experience. We tend to 
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do that every time we have a mountain-peak experience. But, the angels called for the attention 

of the disciples… “why do you stand here looking into the sky?” (Acts 1:11). There was no time 

for day-dreaming. It was time for the disciples to hit the road and do as they were commanded. 

The ascension of Jesus also stresses that we must joyfully accept the responsibility of kingdom 

living here, today. That’s exactly what the disciples did… 52 Then they worshiped him and 

returned to Jerusalem with great joy.53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

Luke 24 

Every time they have witnessed God’s glory they have been transformed. Here is what I learned. 

When we catch the vision of the glory of God and the immensity of the gift of God’s redemption, 

we can no longer go on with “life as usual,” but we press on in joy. 

This is the first time in the gospel of Luke that Jesus is worshipped… The disciples finally got 

it… Jesus was Lord, and as God, he deserves to be worshipped… 

The disciples responded with praise and joyful obedience… 

May we be the people who live in the power of Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension.  

We will be taken up in glory… 


