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Exodus 3:1-14, The Burning Bush 

1 Samuel 17:32-50, David and Goliath 

 

How many of you can tell me who these people are? (Avengers) Or maybe who 

this is? (Superman) How about him? (Batman) It looks like most of us know 

superheroes. For decades, these characters have been around, and in recent years, 

they’ve become much bigger thanks to movie adaptations. With all of the advertising put 

into these franchises, it’s almost impossible to have not heard of them.  

One of the most recent examples of this is Avengers Endgame, which was 

released in April to an eager audience, and since then, has made over 2 billion dollars 

and is set to become one of the highest grossing films of all time. How many of you here 

have seen it in the two months it’s been out? Has anyone seen it twice or more? What 

about these superheroes has us so captivated, that we spend this much time and 

money on them? I mean, Endgame is a three-hour movie!! 

The way I see it, it is incredibly human to look up to these superhumans. They’re 

the people we want to be, the people that are always in control and can deal with any 

threat that comes their way. We want to be able to look any problem in the face and 

deal with it. As humans, we want to be in control, to have these powers that would make 

us invincible, but that’s almost always beyond our reach. These superheroes are our 

ideal selves.  

These superhuman figures aren’t new, though, born out of an increasingly busy 

society like many would think. They have been part of the human experience for much 
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longer. Modern superheroes, like the ones I mentioned earlier, can only be traced back 

to about the 40’s, as the US came out of the Great Depression, but other figures in our 

history can be called superheroes, too.  

Think of Samson, one of the Judges of Israel, who had super-strength, with 

enough power to collapse a whole building, Daniel who survived the lion’s den, or 

Joseph who could interpret dreams. The list goes on, filling up with names like Esther, 

Noah, and Jesus, the most incredible superhero. So what do all of these Biblical 

superheroes have in common, if anything?  

Earlier today, we read the story of Moses and the Burning Bush, Moses receiving 

God’s Vision. Up to this point in Exodus, Moses was living a pretty decent life. He was a 

shepherd with a wife and kids, working for his father-in-law, not oppressed by the 

Egyptians like the other Israelites. Moses would’ve never questioned this life, but with 

the Burning Bush, God showed Moses that he had a bigger purpose. 

His purpose would be to lead the Israelites out of Egypt and into the Promised 

Land. From the Burning Bush, Moses would part the Red Sea, freeing the Israelites 

from Pharoah’s grasp, receive the Ten Commandments, and be heralded by 

generations to come as an Israelite superhero. 

It all started with God showing Moses, the lowly shepherd, His Vision. This Vision 

is common among all of our Biblical superheroes, and can be extended to us as well. 

God shows us what we are going to become, shows us His purpose, His Vision, as He 

calls us to be His superheroes.  
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So what happens after God shows these superheroes His plan? We read the 

story of David and Goliath today, and in it, we see Goliath, a Philistine warrior over 9 

feet tall, challenge the Israelite army. For days, he would come out and issue his 

challenge, seen in 1 Samuel 17:10 “Then the Philistine said, ‘This day I defy the ranks 

of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.’”  The whole Israelite army ignored 

this challenge every single time, afraid of the giant that was Goliath.  

David comes into this situation and sees his Vision, that this Philistine warrior 

needed to be defeated. Now I don’t think that was a subtle thing for God to say. After all, 

Goliath himself was basically saying it. The whole Isrelite army had this Vision, too, so 

what set David apart? Instead of cowering in fear like the rest of the army, we see 

David’s Submission to God’s plan. He picked up five stones for his slingshot, answered 

Goliath’s challenge, and won.  

How often can we be scared of God’s Vision because it involves slaying a 

Goliath? Modern-day Goliath’s surround us, and they can be as simple as a financial or 

time commitment that seems too large for our budget or schedule. David picked up five 

stones before he slew the giant. These five stones, for us, can be simple too. They can 

include any number of things that you take with you wherever you go, prepared to do 

God’s work. These stones can include Hope, Faith, Love, Generosity, Determination, 

Trust, or any number that are not named. God calls us and we have to trust in Him that 

He will take care of our Goliath’s. We simply have to pick up our five stones, and 

answer the challenge. God will give us the superpowers to accomplish His task.  
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David’s journey wasn’t done when he slayed Goliath, though. Eventually, he 

became the king of Israel, leading the country to further greatness. Moses’s journey 

wasn’t done after he freed the Israelites, either, as he was to be their leader in the 

wilderness. Our journey isn’t done either. God has called us to join in his great 

Commission, to be the light in the midst of darkness.  

Following God is a lifelong task, but that doesn’t mean we’re forced to fight huge 

battles every day, though. Think of Joseph, one of the most famous fathers. When he 

found out Mary was pregnant, he was given his Vision to follow through with the 

marriage, despite the disgrace it would bring upon him. He Submitted, and the Savior, 

Jesus Christ was born. God’s superheroes are called to become part of His plan, 

fighting our Goliath’s, but also trusting in Him for the small stuff, too.  

Today, God shows us His Vision for all of us to be part of His superhero team, 

his followers who offer their Submission, to become a part of His great Commission to 

bring the light of His love to all, in big ways, like slaying a Goliath, or in small ways, like 

lending a hand to those in need.  

 


