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Spirit-Led Believers 
Acts 16:9-15 

The main theme of the book of Acts is that for us to carry God’s mission in the world, we need to 

be Spirit-led believers. Jesus said to the disciples, “apart from me you can do nothing” 

(John15:5). There is no way we can do God’s work without the empowering presence, guidance, 

and teaching of the Holy Spirit. In order to live as God wants us to, we need to be fully possessed 

and driven by the Holy Ghost. But, what does it mean to be a Spirit-led believer? 

Many people have unrealistic ideas about what it means to be a Spirit-led believer. Some people 

believe that being a Spirit-led believer is about making the right decisions all the time. Others 

may have the idea that it’s all about having visions in the middle of the night, having recurrent 

supernatural, inexplicable experiences with God.  

Even though we see some of these elements throughout the book of Acts, we need to understand 

that being led by the Spirit of God does not mean we are going to be free of mistakes. Neither 

does it mean that we are going to receive divine directions in a dictated form at all times. Being 

led by the Spirit of God does not mean we will show Godly wisdom always. Living under the 

leadership of the Holy Spirit is about being sensitive and open to God’s activity in our lives and 

the world. 

When we read the account of Acts 16, we learned that being a Spirit-filled believer is not about 

making right decisions. For instance, Paul had a plan. The apostle was on his second missionary 

journey when he decided to go to the province of Asia (modern Turkey). Yet, we learn from the 

text that this was not a good idea at that moment, as the Holy Spirit prevented Paul from going 

there.  

So, Paul decided to set out for Bithynia. He recalculated the route, but the Holy Spirit prevented 

him again from going to his new chosen destination. You and I may think that it was time for 

Paul to get it, right? God had another plan. But Paul is the typical human being. He didn’t get it 

the first time nor the second.  

Was Paul a Spirit-led person? I would say, “YES.” I believe that one of the lessons we get 

from this account is that Spirit-led people are not free of mistakes. However, Spirit-led 

people are willing to learn and be guided.  

Are you willing to humbly say, “I was wrong”? Are you willing to set aside pride and recognize 

your less than optimal decisions and positions in life? Are you willing to be flexible and have a 

disposition for learning from everyone? If you are, that is the work of God’s Spirit in you.   

We could be critical of Paul this morning and say, “Why didn’t he get it? How could Saint Paul 

miss God’s lead?” Well, at least we need to give Paul credit for not going when the Spirit said, 

“NO.” Yet, we have to acknowledge that even though Paul perceived God’s “Do Not Enter” 

sign, he went on to find a new destination on his own.  
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I would never encourage anybody to be critical of Paul because that’s exactly what we do. There 

are times we know God is preventing us from going certain places or doing certain things. And, 

even when we listen, we immediately find other places we want to go or other things we want to 

do. There are moments in our lives when we see God’s “Wrong Way” sign, but we wander 

trying to find our own way. There are even times when we, in a very naïve way, parallel our 

common sense to God’s wisdom. Therefore, we try to do what makes sense, thinking it is God’s 

choice for our lives. 

I believe today’s story is a great example that even Spirit-led people run the risk of mixing up 

personal desires with God’s will. Putting it differently, sometimes Spirit-led people have the 

mistakenly pair common sense with God’s wisdom.  

I don’t really know if Paul had a personal inclination for going to the province of Asia to preach 

the Gospel. But, if you look in a map, the route Paul took after being prevented from going to 

Asia, you will understand why Paul decided to go to Mysia and Bithynia. It just made sense. His 

decision made a perfect itinerary from a traveler’s standpoint.  

I am afraid that many times we mistake God’s vision for our personal dreams, ambitions, and 

even common sense. As we seek to be Spirit-led believers, we need to ask ourselves, “Is the 

vision we have the product of our own’s mind’s logic and pretenses? Or, does it come from the 

heart of God?” 

By no means am I advocating for disregarding reasoning. I do believe that we are called to love 

God with all our minds, but at the same time we need to acknowledge that God’s “thoughts are 

not [my] thoughts, neither are [God’s] ways my ways” (Isaiah 55:8). 

What I am trying to say is that if the main concern of our vision is only the “I” (my logic, my 

desires), or only my church, or my finances, I can guarantee you that vision is not a hundred 

percent from God. When the vision comes from God, it rises above our narrow limitations. 

Spirit-led people see beyond themselves, their preferences, and perceptions. Spirit-led 

people have a “kin-dom of God” vision.  

Paul found a couple of roads closed on his journey. There are times we find obstructions in our 

path. Please, don’t only think that satan is working against you when this happens. Remember, 

“the One who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). We need to be 

aware that God also gets in our way. The difference is that the Lord interferes in our plans not to 

frustrate us or make our lives miserable. God gets in our way to catch our attention. 

So, if you ever experience something like a closed door (a promotion that never becomes 

available, a loan that is not granted, an opportunity that never ripens), I want you to consider the 

idea that God is trying to capture your attention to show you another path. So, when a door 

closes, instead of rerouting and re-planning your course of action, take time to inquire of the 

Lord. That’s what Spirit-led people do. Spirit-led believers inquire of the Lord.  
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Don’t try to get around the heavenly Father and find your next destination or task; rather, see 

what God has to say. Don’t ask, “why don’t you want me to go?” instead say, “where do you 

want me to go?” 

Paul was getting a “red light” from God and instead of looking for God’s “green light,” he just 

detoured. So, the Lord gave him a vision to direct him to the place where his ministry was 

needed.  

Many people think that God speaks only to inform us, but I want you to see that God’s Word 

came to Paul not only to inform him, but to form and conform Paul’s motivation and 

determination to God’s will. I believe the main purpose of God’s Word is not to inform us, but to 

form us in the likeness and image of God by aligning our will to God’s Will.  

Before this moment of revelation, Paul was following what he thought was the logical thing to 

do. Paul assumed that he was making a good decision. Friends, there is a big difference between 

making good decisions and following God’s decisions.  

Anyway, God reached out to Paul in a vision; not only to inform him but to form him. What was 

the vision about? Simply, the vision consisted of a Macedonian man pleading for help.  

I am really attracted by the simplicity of this dream. Nothing spectacular. Just a Macedonian 

man pleading for help. 

There is nothing specific in Paul’s vision. Just a man pleading for assistance. Church, there is 

something I want you to see here: Spirit-led people recognize God’s call when presented 

through the voices of every day folks. But, what kind of help was this man asking for? 

At first you may think that “help” is a very broad term. The text does not literally describe the 

kind of help that was being requested. However, if you read Acts 16 in its entirety you will 

realize what kind of support Paul brought to the city of Philippi, the capital of Macedonia. 

As soon as Paul arrived in the city, he went out and met a group of women and preached the 

Gospel to them. One of them, by the name of Lydia, gave her life to Christ that day. But the 

chapter continues telling us two more stories.  

The first one took place on the streets of Philippi. Paul was on his way to the place of prayer 

when he “met a slave girl who had a spirit that enabled her to tell the future. She earned a lot of 

money for her masters by telling fortunes” (Acts 16:16). The Bible says: 

“This went on day after day until Paul got so exasperated that he turned and said to the demon 

within her, “I command you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And instantly it left 

her… Her masters’ hopes of wealth were now shattered, so they grabbed Paul and Silas and 

dragged them before the authorities at the marketplace... They were severely beaten, and then 

they were thrown into prison” (vv. 18, 19, 23). 
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Here is where the second story happened. While in prison, Paul and Silas were praying and 

singing hymns when a massive earthquake opened the doors of the prison. The Roman guard 

thought the prisoners had left, and decided that it was better for him to take his life. Paul 

prevented the soldier from doing this, and the Bible says the Roman soldier and his family 

accepted the Lord. 

As I pondered on the work of Paul in the city of Philippi, I came to the realization of perhaps the 

kind of help the Macedonian man was asking for. 

1. Good News for the rich (Lydia), the poor (slave girl), and also the working class (Roman 

soldier).  

2. Liberation for those who were being exploited by the greed of their Masters. 

3. Hope for those who found themselves in hopeless situations.  

4. Hope for families that were about to be broken.  

Can you see the similarity of this Biblical account with the stories we hear every day? Can you 

hear the cry for help through this passage? Can you hear the call of God through the Scripture? 

• Can you hear the cry of many people who are slaves of addictions and are being exploited 

by those who want to make a lot of money? I am talking about drugs. I am talking about 

pornography, gambling, and human trafficking.  

• Can you hear the cry of a society that is sinking into hopelessness and isolation? A 

society where people, more than ever, are trying to put an end to their lives. Since 2005, 

“the annual age-adjusted suicide rate is 12.93 per 100,000 individuals.”1 “On average, 

there are 117 suicides per day.”2  Isn’t this a sign of hopelessness? Can you hear the cry? 

• Can you hear the cry of broken homes? 

• Can you hear the cry, pain and desperation of Americans and citizens of the world for 

redemption? The current political climate, along with economic and social issues are 

compelling proof that people are desperate for Good News. Are you hearing the cry?   

The situation that Paul found in Philippi is very similar to the situation we face every day. Can 

you hear the cry?  

Church, Jesus said, “the Spirit will guide you into all truth.” It is my hope and prayer that as 

Spirit-led people: 

• We will see beyond ourselves, our preferences, and perceptions.  

• We will have a “kin-dom of God” vision. 

• We will inquire of the Lord. We will see what God has to say. We will ask, “where (not 

why) do you want me to go?” 

                                                 
1 Taken from http://afsp.org/about-suicide/suicide-statistics/ 
2 Ibid. 
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• We will be able to recognize God’s call when presented to us through the voices of every 

day folks.  

• We will bring Good News to all people alike, freedom to those who are in chains, hope to 

the hopeless, and wholeness to the broken.    

It is my hope and prayer for us to always be Spirit-led believers. 


