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Acts 2 

Today is a day of celebration. We celebrate Pentecost, the day the church was born as God’s 

Holy Spirit fell upon the disciples.  

We heard the Scripture reading for this morning. People from around the world were in 

Jerusalem to celebrate the spring harvest festival. The city was packed with people from different 

places who spoke different languages and embodied multiple traditions and cultures. From the 

Scriptures, one gets the idea that this was a very multicultural and diverse event.  

The day had just started. Priests, pilgrims, merchants, artisans, and regular people were getting 

ready for another day of festivities. But, their celebration was about to get really interesting.  

All of a sudden, the sound of a violent wind caught the attention of those gathered in Jerusalem. 

The crowd was overtaken by a sense of curiosity and they ran to the place where the 

manifestation of God’s Holy Spirit was taking place.  

There is something about this part of the story that really strikes me. Human beings have not 

changed much. The people in Jerusalem were very curious, just like many of us in today’s world. 

But, curiosity in itself is not a bad thing. Actually, curiosity is what God uses to bring people 

closer to him. 

I know there are many curious people in the world. I know people are seriously curious about 

how to live meaningful lives. May the world hear from us and get a sense of where and to whom 

we all need to run. I know people are extremely curious about finding the right direction in life. 

May we be the amplifiers that the Spirit uses to point others to God. People are very curious 

about the peace, healing, and justice that only God offers. May we, the disciples of Jesus Christ, 

be channels that expand the sound of God’s presence to every corner of the world. 

At the sound of the violent wind, people ran to see what was happening. Their sense of hearing 

and curiosity led them to the place where God’s presence was manifesting.  

From the Scripture, I learn that people run towards the place where the Spirit of God is 

manifested. That’s the reason why Jesus was followed by so many people. God’s power was 

manifested in the life of Jesus as the Lord healed people, freed people, fed people, and calmed 

inner as well as outward storms.  

I find it in the Bible. People run towards the manifestation of God’s presence… Moses was 

attracted by God’s presence as it manifested in a burning bush… The Hebrew people followed 

the Pillar of Cloud during the day and the Pillar of Fire at night, manifestations of God’s 

presence as the Israelites wandered in the desert… and in Jerusalem, the people ran towards the 

place where the Holy Spirit enveloped and filled the disciples. 
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May you and I be people who reflect the power of God. May we be people in whom God’s 

presence is manifested so clearly, that others may be drawn to you and ultimately to a more 

intimate relationship with God. May the world see in us the love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

generosity, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control that is generated through the power of God’s 

Holy Spirit. May your life radiate the light of God’s Holy Fire.  

Here are a few things that I want us to keep in mind and treasure in our hearts as we celebrate the 

coming of the Holy Spirit… 

1. Promise fulfilled… 

The story of Pentecost begins with a simple phrase that is full of meaning and good news. Luke 

begins to tell the account of the coming of the Holy Spirit with the words, “when the day of 

Pentecost was fully come.” This phrase gives us the idea that the time was right and that 

something was happening beyond people’s expectations. 

It was October 8th, 2010. A regular day. My wife and I were expecting our second child. 

However, her due date was at least 10 days ahead of us. That Friday went by so habitually that I 

don’t remember anything significant about that specific day. The night came and we went to bed 

like we always did. A regular day had come to an end. 

Yet, at about 5am the next morning, something that we were not expecting happened. My wife 

woke up and found that her water had broken. The day had fully come!!! It was delivery day! 

We rushed to the hospital and 5 hours later we had a new family member among us.  

Perhaps, for many that first Pentecost day was just another day of routine festivities. I am sure no 

one was expecting what was about to happen. But, the day had fully come!!! It was God’s time 

to deliver a longstanding promise.  

Pentecost reminds us that God delivers. The prophets spoke about God’s promise to breathe new 

life in his people. And certainly, the coming of the Holy Spirit is a fulfillment of that promise.  

Pentecost reminds us that God sees his plans through. Pentecost reminds us that one way or 

another, God carries out his good will. Jesus promised the disciples a counselor, guider, and 

comforter, and that promise was delivered. 

I find a lot of relief seeing that God delivers what God promises. Seeing God fulfilling promises 

upholds my heart. When the days are dry and long, or just full of insignificant routines, when 

there are delays and almost no answers, in the midst of pain and conflict, remembering that the 

Lord always comes through gives me strength to keep on going. The psalmist said something 

that I have made my own. “My comfort in my suffering is this: Your promise preserves my life” 

(Psalm 119:50). 
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So, whatever you are going through, remember that the Lord has promised good. Remember that 

you are not an orphan, that the One who has promised is faithful and will make it happen. May 

you find comfort, relief, and strength in the promises of God. Cling to God’s word, because as 

the narrative of Pentecost begins, the day of the realization of the promise will fully come. The 

day of restoration, justice, deliverance, rest, and peace will fully come. God will deliver! 

Here is the thing. God fulfills his promises to empower us… 

2. Power to witness… 

We must never look upon Pentecost as celebrating an ancient, one-time-only event. Of course, 

we recall the account of Acts 2, but we acknowledge that God is still bestowing his power on 

those who called Jesus Lord. We believe that God gives us a fresh anointing of His Spirit every 

day to equip us, transform us, lead us, and take us to places we cannot reach on our own efforts. 

As the Holy Spirit fell on those gathered in the Upper Room, the disciples received power from 

heaven and became witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the world.  

The day of Pentecost began with 120 disciples hiding in the Upper Room. However, by the end 

of the day, things were different. At the end of that day, the disciples came out of their shell. 

From that moment on, they were more than disciples; they became apostles: people who not only 

received from God but were able and ready to give/offer God to others.  

They were certainly followers of Christ before Pentecost. But, with the arrival of the Holy Spirit, 

those followers were empowered to preach, teach, witness, and live in a way that helped the 

church grow exponentially as one body.  

The day of Pentecost began with 120 disciples. But, by the end of the day, the number of 

followers of Jesus had increased by three thousand and then another five thousand. Today, there 

are about 2.3 billion Christians in the world. All this has been accomplished by the power of the 

Holy Spirit.   

We are here today because God’s Spirit has empowered people throughout the ages to be 

witnesses. We have been recipients of the work of the Spirit through many people.  

The good news is that the same power that the 120 believers in the Upper Room received is still 

at work today. The Church began to make history on the day of Pentecost and today the Church 

continuous to make history as we put ourselves at the disposal of God’s Holy Spirit.  

I invite you to make yourselves available vessels, instruments, and channels of God’s Holy Spirit 

to bless others. I invite you to let yourselves be blown away by God’s Mighty Wind. By doing 

this we will be driven by God’s purposes in the world. 

3. Purpose driven… 
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Here is something that I would like us all to really hold onto, especially in light of the events that 

took place in Minneapolis this past week. God poured out the Holy Spirit on Jesus’ followers and 

the church was born. And that newly born church, following the example of Jesus and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, became a community that purposefully sought the integration and 

inclusivity of those who were marginalized in society.  

The early church, like the rest of the world, had to deal with racism. We have examples of these 

difficult moments in our Bibles. Yet, by the power of the Holy Spirit, the church has been able to 

fight and overcome the intolerance that is so pervasive in the world. 

You may remember this… 

• The Holy Spirit told Phillip to get closer to the chariot of an Ethiopian eunuch. The 

eunuch was not only a foreigner. He was also physically mutilated which marked him 

negatively in many ways. Yet, the Holy Spirit orchestrated an encounter where the 

Ethiopian eunuch became part of the church. 

• Peter was caught up in the Spirit and had a vision where God told him, “Do not call 

unclean what I have declared clean.” After such a vision, Peter met Cornelius, a gentile. 

That day, Cornelius and his family were baptized, and they received the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit (Acts 10:44-46). 

On a day like today, we celebrate that God does not show favoritism (Acts 10:34). We celebrate 

the beautiful truth that God gives his Spirit to anyone who opens their heart. God’s Spirit is 

interacting with folks regardless of ethnicity, gender or economic status.  

On a day like today, we remember that God-Holy Spirit runs wild and loose. We remember that 

the purpose of God-Holy Spirit is to tear down walls of fears, hate, and otherness and make a 

loving and radically inclusive community. On a day like today, we are reminded that racism and 

injustice will be defeated on this planet by the presence and power of the Holy Spirit at work in 

people, the church and the world.  

Only the Holy Spirit can propel us to God’s intended future. Only the Holy Spirit can change 

our hearts and our ways. It is only with and by the power of the Holy Spirit that we will be able 

to overcome the powers and principalities of supremacy, and other life-harming forces. 

May we continually receive the promise, power and purpose of God-Holy Spirit in our lives. 

Amen.    
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Benediction  

Friends,  

Thank you for join us this morning. 

Thank you for blessings us with your presence, gifts, prayers, and witness. 

May the joy, support, and renewal God makes available through our fellowship continue to be 

yours in the days to come.  

 

As the song, we just sang over you and your family says,  

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

May the power of the Holy Spirit 

transform you with the healing fire 

that unifies the world. 

May the wind of that first Pentecost 

teach you of God’s grace, love, and hope. 

May you, by the power of the Spirit, share God’s Shalom –   

God’s peace and wholistic wellbeing with a hurting world. 

May the Lord make your cup overflow with goodness.  

May the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you now and always. 

Go with the grace and favor of your Creator. 

Amen! 


