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The Belltower 
LaPorte United Methodist Church 

2071 Grafton Rd. 
Elyria, OH  44035 

(440) 458-5717 
Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org 

Website:  laportechurch.org 

October / November 2021   “Loving people transformed by a loving God”    Since 1825 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will  
never go hungry, and whoever believes in me  

will never be thirsty.   John 6:35 
 

Dear Members and Friends of LaPorte UMC ~ 
 
 On October 3 2021, we will celebrate World Communion Sunday, joining Christians from 
around the world from many different denominations. According to the 1972 Book of Discipline, 
paragraph 163.b, there shall be a World Communion (formerly Fellowship of Suffering and Service) 
offering to support the division of chaplains and ministries, Crusade Scholarships and the 
scholarship fund for minority groups. This helps us as the local church to be knowledgeable and 
actionable on a global level. 
 
 As I prepare for this worship service and the quickly approaching holiday season, I am drawn 
to contemplate the one piece of furniture that is the most essential piece in any dwelling, be it in 
one’s home or in the church, at least in my opinion: the table. 
  
 For me, it is the centerpiece of a home, the place of gathering, of feasting, of long 
conversations. It’s a place of daily communion that transpires when family and friends pull up a 
chair and sit across from one another, break bread, and share their lives. 
 
 I think back to two very specials tables I have sat around, the one in my mother’s and my 
mother in-law’s houses. Growing up, anyone that came to our house usually ended sitting at the 
kitchen table with coffee or tea to drink and some sort of delectable snack to munch. Conversation 
and laughter were always plentiful at her table. There is something about sitting around a table that 
invites us to loosen up, to freely and openly give our ourselves. 
 
 What is it about the table? For one thing it allows us to remain individuals while being 
separated. Sitting around a table draws us close to one another through storytelling, through 
laughter, through the sharing of burdens. It places us on a level playing field playing visually, 
literally and metaphorically. 
 
 I have many memories around my mother’s table, of holiday feasts, of Sunday dinners, 
watching people as they talked, laughed and listened to each other. In reality, time at “the table” 
connected us in ways that was not possible any other way, or at least not as easy. 
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 Early in life, as our friends came the “the table”, they would feel free to share and talk about 
their lives. Afterwards, they would often state that the time at our table was good for them as they 
did not have the “table” time in their own homes. I was fortunate to experience a different type of 
“table time” when I met my mother in-law.  It was a flurry of different conversations going on at one 
time, gargantuan amounts of food, and people coming and going without hesitation. Quite different 
from the ordered and controlled “table time” of my mother. I remember sitting around my mother in-
law’s table and wonder how anyone could keep track of all the different conversations that were 
going on at the same time. Yet, there were times, as if everyone had been called to attention, when 
someone would say something in one conversation and the whole room would break out in laugher.  
Yes, different “table times” for sure! However, what was common was the love, the laughter, the 
care, the universality of compassion and love, the connections. 
 
 These mothers had the gift of hospitality. Their arms and tables were always open wide. 
Somehow or other, God has always provided enough food to go around. Every meal has been a 
Lord’s supper—cooked and baked with gratitude, served with love, and for those who have had the 
privilege of being served around their tables they have been blessed and well loved, going out into 
their lives better people for having been fed at these tables. 
 
 Christ’s table is the same for us all as believers. All that are called by Christ are invited to 
partake of Christ’s Holy Communion. As we come together to celebrate World Communion may we 
envision our brothers and sisters in Christ from around the globe communing at all kinds of tables, 
and be awakened to their plights as they and we continue on their faith journeys. And may each one 
of us see our tables, both in church and in our homes, as the Lord’s, where we willingly nourish one 
another’s body and soul. May all of this inspire us, as we move into the fall and winter holiday 
seasons, to open our tables, our hearts, to any that need some care, some love, some laughter, some 
reason to smile and relax, to those needing connection. 
 
In Him, the Bread of Life, 
 
Rev. William T. Baker 
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General Schedule 

Please check weekly announcements for updates. 
 

Sundays 8:00am - Men’s Study (at LaPorte) 

  8:30am - Coffee Hour 

 9:30am - Adult Sunday School (at LaPorte). Also offered remotely. Contact Dave Van Arsdale  

       for access info at dvanar@yahoo.com. 

 11:00am - Worship Service - In-person; also offered livestream and later posted online. 

 3:00pm - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (see MYF updates on Page 8) 
 

Mondays 6:18pm - 6:18 Prayer Group (at LaPorte) 
 

Wednesdays 9:30am - Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Beth’s Favorite Fall Recipes: 
 

Apple Cinnamon Loaves (courtesy of  Flavors of  Fall by Gooseberry Patch) 

  Makes two loaves so you can share!! 
 

4 eggs, beaten    1 tsp. baking soda 

1 cup vegetable oil    1 T. cinnamon 

3 cups sugar    1 tsp. salt 

2 cups apples, cored, peeled   3/4 cup water 

 & grated    1 tsp. vanilla 

3 1/2 cups all-purpose flour 
 

Mix eggs, oil, sugar and apples together; set aside. Combine flour, baking soda, cinnamon and 

salt; mix into apple mixture, alternately with water. Add vanilla; blend until smooth. Pour into 

two greased and floured (I always grease, put parchment paper in, and grease it again) 9x5 loaf  

pans, filling 1/2 to 2/3 full. Bake at 350 degrees for one hour and 15 minutes. Makes 2 loaves. 

 

 

 

 
 

Cranberry Fruit Conserve (courtesy of  Barefoot Contessa) 

  A little fancier than cranberry sauce from a can! 
 

One 12-oz. bag of  fresh cranberries 

1 3/4 cups sugar 

1 Granny Smith apple, peeled, cored & chopped 

1 orange, zest grated and juiced 

1 lemon, zest grated and juiced 
 

Cook the cranberries, sugar and 1 cup of  water in a saucepan over low heart for about 5 

minutes, or until the skins pop open. Add the apple, zests and juices and cook for 15 more 

minutes. Remove from heat. Let cool and serve chilled or at room temperature with your 

Thanksgiving dinner. 
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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Card Shower 
 

Maxine Smith will be 90 on October 20. There will be a card shower for her. You 

may send birthday cards in care of Donna Smith, 577 Carol Lane, Elyria, OH  

44035. Thank you! 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you don’t see your birthday list, please call the 

  church office and we’ll make sure you’re on the list!! 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thank You!! 
 

CLOTHE-A-KID 
 

THANK YOU to all who helped this year!! We were able to support  

20 children!    

 
 

 
 

 
 
From Little Dresses for Africa: 

October 
 

3:   Jim Baker  

4:   Cole Polak 

 5:  Beth Feliciano, Donna Witherell 

10: Barbara Hess 

20: Maxine Smith 

24: Brian Haddix 

25: Joel Greenly 

26: Jack Reck, Paul Schlechter 

November 
 

10:  Karen Sims 

15:  Jonathan McCleery 

19:  Cara Babel, LaWanda Tigert 

21:  Ron Pallas 

28:  Dennis Taylor, Debbie Turner 

29:  Carl Smith 
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MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 

January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 

February – Accessories 

March – Quality Crafts 

April – Stuffed Animals 

May – Hygiene Items 

June – Toys 

July – Clothing Items 

August – School Supplies 

September – Games 

October – Letters and Photos 

November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 

December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 

LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

 Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed. The clothing collected is sent to people all 

over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and helps those in 

need. The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed 

toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are 

located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE YEAR -LONG PROJECT 
 

 LaPorte is participating in the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD project of collecting items 

for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Each month we focus on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled boxes/

tubs are available across from the church office for you to place items. Monthly listings are available on the 

containers and available for you to take with you. If you see items that have already been collected or are in the 

future to be collected, they may be donated at any time.  
 

A few reminders: 

                ~ items must fit inside a shoebox 

                ~ multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 
 

~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, 

knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or 

liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; 

aerosol cans 
 

~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new. 

 

Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox 

items throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 

Shoeboxes will be mailed on November 7. If you choose to fill your own and need a box, see Cheryl 

Smith. If you want to help us put together multiple boxes, please send in any of the items listed. 

We would love to send at least 25 shoeboxes this year. Help us reach that goal and beyond.  

mailto:missions@laportechurch.org
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CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

 Change for Change is weekly. A labeled bucket is sitting near the offering box each Sunday for 

you to deposit your change. The bucket is labeled as to the outreach LaPorte’s change will be going to. 

The collection for the months of October and November will go towards the shipping costs for the 

Samaritan’s Purse Christmas shoe boxes. THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE 

LIVES OF OTHERS. 

 

FIRST AID KITS 
 

 New first aid kits have been placed throughout the church. They are in the office, library, 

outside the sanctuary, the kid’s large Sunday School room, and kitchen. Thank you, Bendix, as these 

were purchased with the monies from the Bendix grant. 

 

PICNIC TABLE UPDATE 
 

 Look for the final placement of the picnic tables!!  We are looking to place them on the south 

side of the education wing. 

 

                                                 FALL CHINESE AUCTION AND PASTA DINNER 
 

 Saturday, October 2nd, LaPorte will be hosting its annual Chinese 

Auction and Pasta Dinner in the Fellowship Hall.  Tickets for the dinner are 

available for purchase at the church  and at the door.  Take-out will be 

available. Proceeds from the dinner/auction will go to GOOD KNIGHTS. 

Donations of auction items and/or desserts for the dinner have been greatly 

appreciated. For more information, contact Cheryl Smith. Thank you, in 

advance, to all the folks who will and have made this event a fun, successful 

evening! 

 

LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA 
 

 LaPorte recently received a THANK YOU postcard from Little Dresses for Africa. A copy of it is on page 

4 of the newsletter. They were so appreciative! We will continue to have the opportunity to be the “hands 

and feet of Christ”. If anyone is interested in sewing pillowcase dresses, please contact Terri Smith or 

Cheryl Smith. We can give you the patterns. Or go to their website – www.littledressesforafrica.org. 

Samples of the little dresses are in the Narthax. This is part of the article that explains the reason 

and need for these dresses. “Because girl orphans are the most devalued and abused in their culture, 

and face such oppression, it is the mission of Little Dresses for Africa to plant in the hearts of these 

little girls that they are worthy. It is reported that girls wearing a new little dress are much less likely 

to be abducted, abused or molested because the new little dress shows that someone cares about them.” 

Again, questions and/or patterns - contact Terri or Cheryl. This is an ongoing outreach. The more 

dresses we make and send, the more girls we save. 
 

 

 

http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/
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Communion Sunday/Caring Cupboard Outreach 

 

Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard.  Our 

focus for November 7th and December 5th, which are the next two Communion Sundays, will be 

collecting items for Thanksgiving and Christmas food baskets.   

 

Please consider bringing any of the following items:  

 

Canned sweet potatoes, instant mashed potatoes, canned 

potatoes, boxed scalloped potatoes, applesauce, canned 

fruit, stuffing mix, gravy, carrots, corn, green beans, 

cranberry sauce, French fried onions, mushroom soup, 

apple pie filing, cake mixes/frosting, cookie mixes, 

muffin/biscuit and/or cornbread mix.  Paper products, 

such as paper plates, napkins, paper towels and 

bathroom tissue are also appreciated. 
 

Would you like to donate a frozen turkey for Thanksgiving or a ham for Christmas?  

If so, please see Cheryl Smith or call Beth in the church office. 
 

 

******* 
 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of 

LaPorte. Let us continue to reach out to our community. May God bless you as you bless others! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

FINANCE REPORT 
Renee Bush, Chair finance@laportechurch.org 

 
Below is the chart showing where we stand at the end of August 2021 with our giving and projections:    

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Thank you for your continued love and support.  
Blessing to all, 
Renee Bush 
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United Methodist Youth Fellowship 
                    Stacy Goetz, Youth Director 
                  youthdirector@laportechurch.org 
 
 
 
 

Beginning in October, UMYF will meet on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month at 
3:00pm. 
 

________________ 
 

 
 

 
 

 

mailto:youthdirector@laportechurch.org

