
Alice Facelia Humphrey Brush (1826-1917) was the daughter of Orson Joseph 

Humphrey and Lucinda Sutliff. She wrote the first letter in 1904 when she was 78 years 

old and added another letter in 1907. They give an idea of life of the LaPorte Methodist 

Church from its establishment to the early twentieth-century. She was born one year after 

the LaPorte church was founded in 1825 by an itinerant Methodist circuit rider and was 

17 years old when the first sanctuary was built on the present site in 1842. 

 

A rambling account of an old woman, who is now 78 years old. 

 

I was born in Ridgeville Township, Lorain County, in the year 1826, September 

27th, of Connecticut parents who came to Ohio in 1821, driving one horse and all 

their earthly goods packed in a little wagon, cooking and camping most of the 

way. 

 

They were six weeks on their way, making two stops of a week, one to my 

mother’s sisters, one living in the eastern part of New York, and the other in or 

near Chetaqua, the roads at that time were very poor, many of them, especially 

after reaching Ohio were marked by cutting off the bark of the trees on one side. 

 

Cleveland was but a small town only one store, a tavern and a few houses, but 

having the pluck of pioneers they pushed through to Ridgeville where they lived 

until I was five years old, and then my father bought a farm in Eaton Township, 

and moved us in an ox cart into a log house on Butternut Ridge. I will say right 

here, my parents were converted before we came to Eaton and identified 

themselves with the M E. Church of which they were faithful members until their 

death. 

 

Mother read sermons to the public before we moved (but when the itinerant came, 

her occupation was gone) [A]fter we came to Eaton, preaching was established in 

a little town nearby called LaPorte being in the township of Carlisle. Here my 

father as chorister for more than 40 years, teaching his children to go to church, 

and as God had given them the gift of song, it was a talent they must account for. 

In different places at Camp Meetings two of the girls were converted, and, two at 

LaPorte, for there were four of us and one brother. 

 

I was converted in the Old Presbyterian meeting house, the meetings were held by 

Matthew L. Starr and William C. Peire, who were on the circuit at that time, and 

bless the Lord I have never lost my love for the courts of our God. In my 13th year 

this happy event happened. 

 

When I was 28, I was married to William Brush on my birthday, and many 

pleasant years were spent together, in sorrow and affliction until God took him. 

He was a good man, full of faith and good works, he died December 1891, in the 

faith of our Fathers “Holy Faith”. 

 



 

In a letter written by Mrs. Brush in 1907, at age 81, she writes: 

 

The church at LaPorte has had quite a remarkable career, ten of its Methodist girls 

became preacher’s wives, and six of its sons traveling preachers. There were 

many of its members that were mighty in Faith and Prayer, but her Young Men 

have gone out into the world and now it is feeble. 

 

But the old spirit of “I will not let go” is still there and I am the only one left of 

the original members. 

 

 

 


