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March/April 2017 ”Loving people transformed by a loving God” since 1825 

 

LaPorte Church Family, 

Lent is upon us! This is season in the church calendar 

between Ash Wednesday and Holy Saturday (the 

Saturday before Easter Sunday. During this season 

we reflect on Christ's sacrifice for us and repentance 

of our sins in preparation for Easter. Because of this, I 

have prepared this Lenten Devotional thought for my 

newsletter article: 

Rending Our Hearts:  Joel 2: 12-13 says “'Even now,' 

declares the Lord, 'return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting and weeping and mourning. Rend your 

heart and not your garments. Return to the Lord your 

God, for he is gracious and compassionate, slow to 

anger and abounding in love, and he relents from 

sending calamity.'" 

Who likes to admit they are wrong? Nobody, right?!  I 

have heard people so adverse to it that when proven 

wrong their 'apology' is, "Well, you are not wrong." 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. This 46 

day season of reflection and repentance leading up to 

Easter is a time when we come before the Lord and 

say, we were wrong, we have messed up, we have 

sinned! Our a society is unfamiliar with repentance, 

we have forgotten how to blush. Shame and guilt are 

things that are seen to be avoided at all costs. It is for 

this reason that observing Lent is very counter 

cultural. 

One has to wonder why do we do this? Why do we 

spend these days reflecting on our sin and need for 

repentance, particularly because this process is 

painful? While there is false guilt and shame, which is 

not from God, we do this because we have all done 

shameful things and we are all are guilty of sinning 

against each other and God. Ignoring them and 

hoping that they will go away is just as unproductive 

as ignoring the check engine light on our car and 

hoping that it will fix itself! To be restored to Him, we 

need to recognize what we have done. God has given 

us guilt, shame and remorse over sin for the same 

reason 'check engine' lights are on cars. They come 

on to let us know something is wrong and needs to be 

fixed. In the same way, when we feel guilty or 

ashamed over sin it is God telling us that something is 

wrong and needs to be fixed in our soul. I once heard 

someone say that the problem is that we have figured 

out ways to break the check engine light! 

In the above passage out of Joel, the prophet 

encourages the people to 'rend their hearts and not 

their garments.' In order to show, grief, pain, and 

agony, ancient Hebrews would tear their garments. 

Joel is saying do not just act remorseful over sin, but 

mean it! Rend your hearts, without excuses, allow 

them to be broken over the brokenness of our sin 

against God and His plan four our lives! 

We have a tendency to pretend like our check engine 

light is working, but just not going off. Put differently, 

we have a tendency to say we sorry for the things we 

have done but take little or no time to really feel it. 

During Lent, my hope is that we would not just go 

through the motions of repentance and remorse for 

sin. Instead let's take a long hard look at our hearts 

and actually allow them to be broken over sin. Broken 

hearted we come to the foot of the cross, with empty 

hands and broken hearts we realize that we do not 

deserve forgiveness, kindness, or compassion. 

However, our faith is good news. The good news is 

that God is gracious, compassionate, and abounding 

in love! It is His unmerited steadfast love that 

transforms us, restoring us into sons and daughters of 

the King of the Universe! 

In the name and Spirit of Christ, 

Pastor Bill Wendell 

mailto:laporteumc@yahoo.com
http://www.laportechurch.org/
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JAMES KILBANE COUNTRY 

GOSPEL CONCERT 

Award winning Country Gospel singer James 

Kilbane will be coming to LaPorte United Methodist 

Church on Sunday, March 19 at 7:00 p.m. for an 

evening of his Christian music in support of the 

SOWER Mission Team.   

James Kilbane rose to national attention in Ireland 

after his appearance on the televised talent show 

“You’re A Star”.  Since then he has released twelve 

separate albums with sales reaching multi-

platinum.  Through special Christian themed 

albums such as The Songs of Faith Collection, he 

has covered 200 years of popular Irish Christian 

songs and hymns.  James has performed concerts 

in venues across America including the Grafton 

Correctional Institution where he launched his ninth 

album Gravel and Grace in 2012.  A regular on Irish 

television, James recently performed for the 

Christmas Day celebrations on Ireland's national 

broadcaster Raidió Teilifís Éireann (RTÉ), he has 

performed on The Eternal Word Television Network 

(EWTN), The Gospel Channel, Revelation TV and 

currently hosts a Gospel music show on ShowBiz 

Television. 

WHAT IS SOWER? 

“Sharing Our Witness Enriching Relationships” is 

the mission statement that creates the acronym 

“SOWER”.  Work teams come as Servants, willing 

to do whatever is asked of them.  The five-day work 

mission teams share their witness as they become 

the hands and feet of Jesus Christ by giving their 

time, talents, and treasures to those in need.  Work 

mission teams are highly organized.  When a 

problem arises, SOWERS talk and pray about it 

and make the necessary adjustments, and keep 

working together with a positive attitude.  Enriching 

relationships is a core part of the SOWER Work 

Mission.  SOWER workers make new friends as 

they grow closer to one another, to clients, and to 

Jesus Christ. 

SOWER Work Mission teams help make building 

repairs for individuals, families, churches, and non-

profit organizations who cannot afford them.  

Projects include scraping, painting, porch 

rebuilding, roof repairs, and handicap accessible 

ramps.   The fees, raised by each SOWER Team, 

cover the cost of materials to make needed repairs 

and housing for the SOWER Servants. 

The SOWER Work Mission Team of LaPorte 

United Methodist Church will be in Bethesda, Ohio 

June 18-23, 2017.  The emphasis will be on 

worship, work, and relationships.  Is God calling 

you to join the 2017 SOWER Team?    Remember, 

it is just not physical labor that is required for the 

week.  There are jobs for everyone.  And, SOWER 

Team members can be youth and adults.  Answer 

his call by joining us for a week of witnessing your 

faith and sensing God’s presence in your life.  It will 

be a very blessed, memorable week.  To sign up 

and/or get more information, contact Cheryl Smith 

(458-8288).   

Receive and give a blessing by becoming a part of 

LaPorte’s 2017 SOWER Work Mission team. 

“God doesn’t call the qualified, He qualifies the 

called.” 

“Sow abundantly…….  Reap abundantly.”  

2 Corinthians 9:6 

2017 VIM TRIP 

The 2017 VIM (Volunteers in Mission) trip will be 

March 19-April 1, 2017.  The team will return to 

Andrews, South Carolina to help restore homes of 

flood victims.  As of this newsletter, Charlie Weil, 

Harold Smith, Wes Eddy, and Cheryl Smith will be 

going along with other folks from the Firelands 

District.  The work will be completed through the 

South Carolina United Methodist Conference.  

Please keep the 2017 Vim Team and the folks they 

will be helping in your prayers. 

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

 Thank you so much for all your contributions, 

support, and prayers for the mission work of 

LaPorte.  If you would like to help out with any of 

our activities/events/ projects, be a servant on the 

Missions committee/team, or have any questions, 

see Cheryl Smith (Chair).  Our next Missions 

Meeting will be March 14 at 7:00. 
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LAPORTE LOVE OPS DISTRIBUTION 2017 

 Love Ops are “Love Opportunities” to show the 

love of Christ in tangible ways to our neighbors in 

Lorain County.  Through Love INC (Love in the 

Name of Christ), we continue to have the 

opportunity to show our love through Love Ops 

Distribution Days.  The last Saturday mornings of 

March, May, July, September, and November, we 

will host Distribution Days. During this time, we will 

talk and pray with families.  Refreshments and 

childcare are available, too. They will take home 

with them a basket of provisions – the Personal 

Care and Household/Cleaning Supplies we collect.  

The impact these mornings will make in the lives of 

others will be tremendous.  Thank you so much for 

your past and future participation in LaPorte’s 

“LOVE OPS”.  God’s blessings to you as you 

continue to minister to our neighbors.   

A friendly reminder to bring in your donations for 

the Love Ops Distribution Days.  There is plenty of 

room for more volunteers for the mornings, too.  If 

you’d like to become a part of this ministry or have 

questions, see Cheryl Smith or Chris Callahan. 

MOTHER’S DAY CHINESE AUCTION & DINNER 

Treat your mom on Saturday, May 13.  The annual 

Mission’s Chinese Auction and Dinner will be held 

that evening with a Mother’s Day theme.  More 

details to follow. Save the date for that special lady 

in your life. 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

If you are looking for an opportunity to serve within 

our community, LOVE INC. and CORNERSTONE 

PREGNANCY CENTER are in need of volunteers. 

If you are interested in serving at one of these 

community outreach centers, please contact Pastor 

Bill or Cheryl Smith.  We can put you in contact with 

their volunteer coordinators. Prayerfully consider 

being a Servant of our Lord outside the walls of 

LaPorte. 

ST. PAULY 

USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 

Am sure you have noticed the shed in the parking 

lot.  It is not Pastor Bill’s 2nd home; it is a clothing 

drop-off site.  Clothing collected will be sent to 

people all over the world.  It helps our environment 

by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and 

those in need.  It is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, 

belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 

drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric 

scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please.  

Many have donated, therefore there was a need.  

Tax deductible sheets are located on the shed. 

Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  That 

helps with the collection process. Thank you for 

your donations to this mission of LaPorte. 

SWISS STEAK DINNER AND DANCE TO 

THE MUSIC OF THE 50’S AND 60’S 

The 2017 SOWER Mission Team of LaPorte United 

Methodist Church invites you to a SWISS STEAK 

DINNER AND DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF THE 

50’s/60’s on Saturday, March 4, 2017 from 6:00 to 

9:00 PM.  The Swiss steak dinner includes Swiss 

steak, Mashed Potatoes, Salad, Green Beans, 

Rolls, Homemade Desserts, and Beverages. Pre-

sale Tickets are $15 for adult and $7.50 for children 

under 10. Tickets at the door are $20 adult and $10 

for children under 10. Several gift baskets will also 

be raffled off.  LaPorte UMC is located at 2017 

Grafton Road in Elyria.  For tickets call 458-5717. 

All proceeds go towards the SOWER Work Mission 

Fund. 

BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS CAMPAIGN 

CONTINUES 

Cornerstone Pregnancy Center 

 1. Take a bottle.  

2. Pray for the lives of unborn babies and their 

parents. 

3. Fill the bottle with change (loose or paper) or a 

check (made out to “Cornerstone Pregnancy 

Services”). 

4. RETURN the filled bottle to LaPorte. 

5. THANK YOU!! YOU HAVE BEEN A BLESSING 

AND HAVE HELPED SAVE THE LIVES OF 

UNBORN CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY!! 

Questions see Chris Callahan or Cheryl Smith 

As of this printing, LaPorte has donated, 

THROUGH the baby bottle change collection, 
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$519.33. Thank you so much. Baby bottles are still 

available in the narthex to fill. 

“LOVE OPS” DISTRIBUTION ITEMS NEEDED 

Personal Care Needs –toilet paper, feminine 

hygiene products, toothpaste, toothbrushes (adult 

and child), deodorant (men’s and ladies), body 

wash, bar soap, shampoo (adult and baby), 

conditioner, razors, shaving cream/gel 

Household/Cleaning Supply Needs – toilet paper, 

Kleenex, laundry soap, dish soap, antibacterial 

wipes, sponges/scrubbers, all-purpose home 

cleaners, paper towels, sandwich baggies, gallon 

storage baggies 

Thank you!!!  Thank you!!!  Thank you!!! 

Thank you!!!  Thank you!!!  Thank you!!! 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 

Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 

groups of no more than 8 people for the purpose of 

getting to know each other a little better through 

fellowship, fun, and of course, food at a host 

person’s home.  All are welcome to become a part 

of this fellowship.  This is open to all – members 

and non-members of LaPorte, families (yes, your 

kids can join you if you wish), singles, couples. You 

do not even have to commit to hosting.  Contact 

Carl and Cheryl Smith (458-8288) if you are 

interested in becoming a part of or have questions 

about this social ministry. 

2017 CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

Have you been wondering where the Change for 

Change has been going? Each month, a different 

organization that works with children receives the 

monies collected. The following have received or 

will receive Change for Change: 

January – Heifer International 

February – LaPorte’s Kingdom Sports Camp 

March – Ohio Guidestone (formerly Berea 

Children’s Home) 

Thank you so much for helping our children collect 

change for change. God bless your giving and 

those who are receiving. 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

Charlie Weil continues to diligently complete all the 

necessary formalities for LaPorte hosting a Family 

Promise Week.  As this process continues, we will 

keep you posted.  Continue to keep Family Promise 

in your prayers.  When we are ready to begin, there 

will be informational and training sessions.  Thank 

you so much for your support of this community 

outreach.  Any questions, please contact Charlie 

Weil or Cheryl Smith. 

 

LAY SERVANTS 

Congratulations to our newest Lay Servants, Harold 

Smith, Terri Smith, Ryan Alsup, Toni Alsup, Ethan 

Greenly, Joel Greenly and Danielle Lincicome.  We 

are excited to see you express your commitment to 

Christ through service to His Church.  We pray that 

God may continue to bless you and your ministries 

as you continue living the baptismal covenant; 

growing in holiness of heart and life; loving God 

with all your heart, soul, and mind and loving your 

neighbor as yourself. 

DO YOU KNOW? 

The General Rule of Discipleship—To witness to 

Jesus Christ in the world, and to follow his 

teachings through acts of compassion, justice, 

worship, and devotion under the guidance of the 

Holy Spirit—is a simple guide for the Christian life. 

It serves to remind disciples of the essential 

practices required of those who accept the 

challenge of Jesus to “deny themselves, take up 

their cross daily, and follow me” [Luke 9:23]. It aims 

to help disciples to keep Christ at the center of all 

they do as they conduct themselves in their home, 

workplace, recreation, and the church.  

SUMMER CAMP STAFF 

The staff is a cornerstone of the ministry of East 

Ohio Camps. The summer program requires a 

great number of staff to be successful. The East 

Ohio Camps are looking for outstanding Christian 

women and men for summer staff positions. 
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Positions are available for: Counselors, Lifeguards, 

Program Staff, Adventure Staff, Food Service, 

Administration, Special Needs Staff, and 

Maintenance. 

If you are looking for: 

 Great Christian Community 

 Fun place to work 

 Excellent training 

 Free Room and Board 

 Opportunity for Ministry 

 Growth in Leadership Skills 

Go to http://www.eocsummercamps.org and click 

on the “Staff & Volunteer” tab to begin the 

application process to an incredible summer 

ministry. 

2017 SUMMER INTERN 

The Nehemiah Mission of Cleveland, a program of 

the North Coast District Churches is taking 

applications now for summer intern positions for 

2017. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for college students 

with at least one year of college to experience 

mission outreach leadership in the inner city. These 

are paid internships that also provide housing & 

meals for the summer.  Candidates must be 

available from June 1 through August 12 and must 

live on campus at the mission. There are three 

positions available.  

For more information, please email your questions 

and statement of interest to the mission director:  

director@nehemiahmission.org. 

KINGDOM SPORTS CAMP 2017 

Wow! The second year for kingdom sports camp is 

already here.  I am looking forward to meeting new 

kids and adults as we take on another amazing 

camp, but we need your help to make it happen.  

First, please pray for everyone involved. 

Second, volunteer to serve as part of our team.  

Whether running with the kids, signing them in, 

providing T-shirts or water, there is need! 

Third, support a child with the gift of $25 to provide 

a T-shirt, trophy, and adult helper. 

Fourth tell people about the camp. Flyers will be 

available at a booth in the back of the church. 

How? There will be a signup sheet to volunteer as 

well as supporting a child in the back of the church. 

Thanks in advance for all you do! Jesus is at work! 

Sports Camp will be on Thursdays from July20, 

through August 10, with a rain date of August 17.  

For additional information contact Brittany Wendell 

at brittanywendell12@gmail.com or cell phone: 

216-509-2745. 

 

MYF HAPPENINGS 

 District Lock-In March 9th and 10th in Norwalk 

 Sunday March 12th is the Winter Jam concert in 

Cleveland 

 Youth Annual Conference June 9-11 at 

Lakeside 

 Murder Mystery Dinner Saturday April 29 and 

Matinee on Sunday the 30th 

 May 7th is Compassion Sunday and our church 

will be participating. We will show a brief video 

and talk for a few minutes about the importance 

of this mission 

 Wednesdays 6 - 6;30, music service 

 —Stacy 

MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATER 

Our youth group is presenting a Murder Mystery 

Dinner Theater on Saturday, April 29th, with an 

Encore Matinee performance on Sunday, April 30th. 

Please plan on supporting our youth by attending 

on either Saturday or Sunday. 

DISCIPLE LIGHT 

Join the youth of the church as they explore what it 

means to be a disciple. Disciple Light starts at 6:00 

p.m. on Wednesday night with a time of signing and 

reflection in the sanctuary. From there they move 

on to the classroom for an in depth study of the 

Bible and topics chosen by the youth. Be there! 

mailto:brittanywendell12@gmail.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Each Sunday the fifth through eighth grade Sunday 

school class is Digging In to the life of Jesus.  We 

use our Bibles to research each Story about Jesus 

and share how the story applies to our everyday 

lives.  For example, How do we love our neighbors 

as ourselves and does Jesus really forgive my 

sins?  Please join us at 9:30 every Sunday for 

songs, studies and games all centered around the 

Bible story of the day.  If you forget your Bible or 

need one, please let me know. 

Cheryl Greenly 

3RD THROUGH 8TH GRADE 

Sunday, March 12th for the class lesson please 

bring an empty water bottle and three or four toys 

or items that will easily fit inside of the water bottle. 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Sunday, April 9th, is Palm Sunday and the annual 

Sunday School Easter Egg Hunt. Come prepared 

for fun and activities. 

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week 

and is an important Christian festival around the 

world. Palm Sunday is a commemoration of Jesus' 

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, coming in peace 

and riding on a donkey. Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 

coincided with the Jewish festival of Passover. He 

was met by crowds of followers and supporters who 

lined the road into the city and waved branches cut 

from palm trees. They laid palm fronds on the road 

and even laid down cloaks for Jesus to ride over. 

This entry into Jerusalem fulfilled the Old 

Testament prophecies promising that God's 

Messiah would enter the holy city and go to the 

temple. 

Children play a prominent role in Palm Sunday 

services and once again we will be celebrating this 

important Christian holiday with a processional of 

palms by the Sunday school classes. 

 

A TRUSTEES WORK IS NEVER DONE 

The trustees have been keeping themselves busy 

all around the church. With the colder weather they 

have moved from painting and repairs outside the 

church to maintain and improving the church on the 

inside. The kitchen has been brightened up with 

new, bright, energy efficient lights. New wiring and 

switches have been installed and broken and worn 

items repaired. Upcoming projects include cleaning 

chandeliers and upgrading and replacing the 50+ 

year old wiring in the sanctuary. 

MEMORIAL FUND SUGGESTIONS 

Looking for suggestions for memorializing loved 

ones? The trustees have put together a list of ideas 

from things that the church needs. 

 2 Alter Tube Candles 

 2 Acolyte Candle lighters 

 4 solid Brass Offering Plates w/red mat 

 White Parament Pulpit Scarf 

 2 Chairs for outside the church office 

For information on making a memorial contribution, 

please contact a trustee or the church. 

 

CAMPERSHIPS 

The men’s fellowship provides needs based 

camperships for those attending.an East Ohio 

camp this summer. You can make a second mile 

contribution to this fund by designating your gift as 

“camp”. If you would like to utilize these funds 

please see our Lay Leader Gary Wilson or Pastor 

Bill Wendell. 

WOMEN’S TEA 

The men are hosting a Women’s Tea on Saturday, 

April 29th.  This popular event has grown quite large 

and will require a reservation.  Mark your calendars 

and look for further details in the Sunday bulletin.  
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AGAPE MEAL 

The Men’s Fellowship is sponsoring an Agape Meal 

or Love-Feast on Sunday, March 12 at 5:00pm.  

Our last Agape Meal was a wonderful celebration of 

fellowship and Christian witness.  This meal will 

again be a tureen dinner with the men providing 

pulled pork and scalloped potatoes.  Individuals or 

families may bring a covered dish or dessert for all 

to share. 

 

LYDIA CIRCLE 

Ladies come and join Lydia Circle on their monthly 

activities.  We meet the 4th Wednesday of the 

month at 1:00pm (times may vary based on event).  

Upcoming activities include: a date with Janet from 

the Historical Society to talk about Valentines, a 

spa day, social and fellowship day, free lunch at 

Wesleyan Village and cooking demonstration and a 

trip on the Lorain County Park bus.  Keep eye out 

on the Sunday bulletin for addition information on 

these and other events. 

For additional information or questions contact 

Paulette Hayslett, 440-610-5982. 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 1st. LaPorte 

Church will be observing this special day in our 

faith with a service beginning at 7:00 p.m. in which 

there will be the imposition of ashes. 

LENTEN STUDY 

We are doing a study titled Who Is This Man? by 

John Ortberg. 

The online description of this study puts it well 

when writing: "The Unpredictable Impact of the 

Inescapable Jesus. Jesus' impact on our world is 

highly unlikely, widely inescapable, largely 

unknown, and decidedly double-edged. His vision 

of life continues to haunt and challenge humanity. 

His influence has swept over history bringing 

inspiration to what has happened in art, science, 

government, medicine, and education, he has 

taught humans about dignity, compassion, 

forgiveness and hope." This study will begin 

Wednesday, March 8th at 6:30 pm and be every 

Wednesday until April 5th. Please join us this lent 

as we focus, not on ourselves, but on that one 

question that scripture, history, and our hearts beg 

us to answer in the face of Jesus. "Who is this 

man?" 

 

EASTER HOLY WEEK SERVICES 

LaPorte UMC will be holding a Maundy Thursday 

Service on April 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

The larger parish will again hold a Sunrise Easter 

Service this year at the Indian Hollow Reservation 

on Parsons Road at 7:00 a.m. beneath shelter #1 

Two Easter Services will be held at LaPorte; an 

early service at 9:00 a.m. and the traditional 11:00 

a.m. Easter Service. 

 

Have a question?   Need an answer? Send your 

inquiries to communications@laportechurch.org. 

What is meant by "communion of saints" in the 

Apostles Creed?  

Communion of saints refers to Christians of every 

time and place, both living and dead, who belong to 

Christ’s holy universal church. 

The term communion of saints comes to from the 

Greek koinonia hagion [κοινωνία ἅγιον] and means 

literally "fellowship (community) of holy ones 

(saints)".  Throughout the New Testament the word 

saints refers to Christians.  The communion of 

saints means all Christians are united with one 

another. 

We see this community expressed in several ways, 

for example, in Romans 15:26 the Antioch church's 

offering for the church in Jerusalem was an 
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expression of the communion of saints in the form 

of material resources. 

Christians share fellowship when they receive the 

sacraments, especially the Eucharist, commonly 

referred to in Protestant churches as Holy 

Communion.  Saints have communion with—are in 

community with—all those saints who have passed 

through death. 

The Agape Meals or Love Feasts we celebrate 

here at LaPorte are Christian fellowship meals 

where we recall the meals Jesus shared with 

disciples during his ministry and express the 

community enjoyed by the family of Christ. 

The koinonia [community] shared by all Christians 

always comes through their koinonia [community] 

with Jesus Christ, which is not dissolved by death. 

Why do we say Lent is 40 days when there are 

46 days from Ash Wednesday until Easter? 

Lent this year runs from Ash Wednesday, March 1st 

through sundown on Holy Saturday, April 15th.  

Anyone with a calendar can see that this is 46 days 

(31 days in March plus 15 days in April). So how do 

we get 40 days of Lent? 

For many, Lent is a time of preparation for Easter—

and a season of penitence and fasting.  Since the 

early days of the Church, Sundays have been 

recognized a days to celebrate the resurrection of 

Jesus Christ and as such fasting is considered 

inappropriate on Sundays as they are feast days. 

When you subtract the six Sundays from the 46 

days of the Lenten season you are left with the 40 

(fasting) days of Lent.  

 

THURSDAY NIGHT COVENANT GROUP 

The Thursday night covenant group has been 

meeting since last year. It’s a fellowship of 

individuals sharing their daily walk with Christ, both 

their triumphs and failures, the good times and the 

difficult times, praying with each other and growing 

together through Christ. If you would like to learn 

more about becoming part of a covenant group, 

contact Pastor Bill and be sure to attend the Agape 

Meal where details about covenant groups will be 

presented. 

 

MEA CULPA 

I apologize to the church mouse and to everyone 

who looks forward to reading the church mouse 

feature in our newsletter. I unintentionally left the 

church mouse out of the last newsletter. And while 

there is no church mouse article in this edition I am 

assured that the church mouse will be returning in 

the next newsletter. —Timothy Schluter 

GET THE NEWS FIRST! 

Do you want to know how to get an advance copy 

of the newsletter before it is printed and mailed 

out? Everyone who submits an article gets a copy 

emailed to them as soon as the newsletter is ready 

to print. Submissions are due on the 15th of the 

month preceding the two-month issue. Articles for 

the next newsletter—May/June edition—are due by 

April 15th. Email your submission to the editor at 

communications@laportechurch.org. 

 

TAX SEASON 

The 2016 Income Tax filing season is extended 

through April 18th this year. Through the Ohio 

Benefit Bank, LaPorte offers both counselor 

assisted and self-serve federal, state and school 

district income tax filing.  

Laptops are available in the church library for you 

to use for self-serve filing of your income taxes. Call 

the church office (440) 458-5717 if you would like to 

set an appointment with a trained tax counselor. 

 SAFE SANCTUARY POLICY 

Mark 10:14 says "let the little children come to me." 

Well, that is exactly what we intend on doing!! In 

order to do this, we need an up-to-date policy to 

ensure not only our children's safety, but the safety 

of all Gods people. This team has just been put into 

place in order to seek new ways to improve and 

mailto:communications@laportechurch.org?subject=Newsletter
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better implement safe sanctuary guidelines to 

protect our children, youth, and adults in order to 

make our congregation a safe place where 

everyone may experience the abiding love of God 

and fellowship with in the community of faith. Look 

for more information in the near future! 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Cornerstone Pregnancy Services has opportunities 

available in the following areas: 

 Tier 1 Consultant Volunteer – Individual who 

desires to work with clients. 

 Auxiliary Volunteer – Individual who provides 

specific impact benefit without ongoing or 

interpersonal client contact. 

 Commissioned Volunteer – Individual serving in 

a limited client related role. 

 Community Service Volunteer – Individual who 

provides temporary help in specific areas 

without any client contact. 

Agreement with Statements of Faith and Guiding 

Principles and attendance at a Volunteer 

Orientation is required for all volunteer positions. 

The next volunteer orientation is Thursday, April 13 

from 9:30am-11:30am at the Cornerstone Center, 

364 Griswold Rd., Elyria. If interested please call 

(440) 284-1010 or email Sue Marie at 

smwilhelm@cornerstonepregnancy.org.  

 

LaPorte United Methodist Church, 

Our family appreciates all the support and prayers 

that were extended to us.  Mom was so special to 

us and hearing from so many of you that she 

touched you as well was good to hear.  She loved 

the choir and attending services. 

Thank you for all you did. 

“During a time like this we realize how much our 

friends and relatives really mean to us...  Your 

expression of sympathy will always be 

remembered” 

Pat Smith Family 

 

Dear friends, 

Thank you for continuing to collaborate with us on 

the St. Pauly Textile clothing drop off shed project! 

In 2016 roughly 10,548 garments of clothing were 

donated to your shed. This was enough to clothe 

an estimated 1,279 people. This clothing is being 

used right now by people in one or more of 44 

different countries (including the US) to which our 

clothing is likely to have been distributed this past 

year. 

Your congregation raised $605 in 2016 through 

hosting this shed. 

We ask that you continue to spread the word about 

the clothing shed to other community members. 

Thank you for all your support, and please feel free 

to reach out to us at any time! 

Sincerely 

The Team at St. Pauly Textile Inc.  

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Thank you for the many cards, prayers, visits and 

gifts while I was hospitalized and in rehab. Be 

assured your loving concern and support went a 

long way towards my recovery. 

Resting in His care, 

Linda Cowie 

 

NORMA “PAT” SMITH 

On Sunday, January 22, 2017 our sister in Christ, 

Norma “Pat” Smith, was called home to our Lord.  

Pat’s presence at church and in the choir will be 

greatly missed. She had been a devoted family 

member of LaPorte since 1953. 
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FAMILY OF LARRY & PAT FARNSWORTH 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Larry & Pat 

Farnsworth in the loss of Larry’s mother Nellie 

Ternes.  Nellie passed on to glory on January 24, 

2017. 

FAMILY OF DEBORAH TURNER 

Our heartfelt sympathy is also extended to Deborah 

Turner in the recent loss of her mother.  

May God’s love that surpasses all understanding 

comfort each of you through this difficult time of 

loss. 

 

PIG ROAST AND FAMILY FUN FAIR 

Fear not! The Pig Roast and Family Fun Fair will 

return this year on September 9th. The team is 

being assembled and plans are being made. More 

details to follow. 

FUTURE MISSION OPPORTUNITY DATES 

May 13 – Mother’s Day Chinese Auction/Dinner 

May 20- Spring Clean-Up 

June 18-23 – SOWER Week in Bethesda, Ohio 

July – Clothe-a-Kid 

November – Caring Tree 

December 31 – New Year’s Eve Family Night and 

Communion at midnight 

 UMW RUMMAGE SALE COMING IN MAY 

The UMW rummage sale will be on Friday, May 26 

and Saturday, May 27 this year. These dates will 

allow the rummage sale to be available for those 

families we serve through Love Ops as well as the 

Community Breakfast.  

Start saving your items, instructions on when to 

bring them to the church will follow at a later date. 

Please do not bring anything to the church before 

the dates are set. All items must be clean and in 

good useable condition. 

Volunteers are needed to set up the sale on 

Wednesday the 24th and Thursday the 25th. Please 

also consider working the sale on the 26th and 27th. 

Because Monday is Memorial Day, take down and 

clean-up will be on Tuesday the 30th and your help 

with clean-up will be graciously appreciated. 

 

 LAY SERVANT TRAINING 

The annual spring Lay Servant training will be 

Saturday, April 8, at Norwalk First UMC.  Both 

basic and advanced Lay Servant courses will be 

presented.  The cost for training is $25 and 

includes the text book, materials and lunch. 

The basic course will use the book, “Lay Servant 

Ministries Basic Course” and the class will be 

presented by the Lay Servant Ministries Team. 

This year’s advanced course is Leading Prayer and 

will be using the text “Let the Whole Church Say 

Amen”.  The advanced course is being presented 

by Rev. Floyd Costello from West Salem UMC. 

I encourage everyone to register early as the 

spring session is very popular and fills rapidly.  Text 

book and assignments will be sent upon receipt of 

registration.  Registration forms are included with 

this newsletter.   

SPRING CONFERENCE & LEADERSHIP 

TRAINING EVENT 

Saturday, March 18 is the date with the opening 

workshop being led by the East Ohio Conference 

Director of Congregational Vitality, Rev.  Kelly 

Brown. 

Conference and training is taking place at Norwalk 

First UMC with the following workshop offerings: 

1. The Single Board Leadership—Strategies, 

Thoughts, and Discussion, presented by Rev.  Tim 

McCollum. 

2. Financial Practices in the Local Church, 

presented by Rev.  Donna Van Trees. 

3. Staff-Parish Relations Committee 

Guidelines, presented by Rev.  Doug Lewis 

4.  The Board of Trustees, presented by 

Rev. Lenmore Robinson. 
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5. Seven Guidelines for Congregational Life, 

presented by Rev.  Kelly Brown. 

Registration forms are included with this newsletter.  

Please call the District Office at (419) 668-6115 if 

you need additional information. 

(GRADES 6-12) 

March 10-11, 9pm-6:30am   

District Youth Lock-In 

Ernsthausen Community Center, 100 Republic St, 

Norwalk Cost: $15.00/person 

• Praise and Worship • Entertainment provided by 

Rock & Roll Express • Food • Beverages • Games • 

Swimming • Basketball • Volleyball • 

Students must attend with a church youth group, 

For more information, contact John Murphey at 

(440) 988-0307. 

April 23, 2-4:30pm 

District Youth Council Meeting—Elections 

New London UMC, 58 E Main Street, New London 

June 9-11 

Youth Annual Conference 

Lakeside!  

 

 

BISHOP TRACY S. MALONE 

Sunday morning has come and gone…now what? 

“If we want to empower and equip people to be 

difference makers and to resist injustice, I am 

convinced that the Church must challenge people 

to go deeper. We, the Church, have to help people 

know and experience the relevancy of the Gospel 

and to see how it still speaks and has the power to 

liberate and transform people and systems. If the 

Church is to reclaim its prophetic role in the world 

and in people’s lives, we must create spaces and 

opportunities for people to GO DEEPER: to build 

relationships that go beyond the lines that separate 

the one from the other; to engage in meaningful 

dialogue that discuss the critical controversial 

issues and struggles that concern and threaten 

people’s lives and our common life together; and to 

organize and mobilize people for action. If we want 

to conquer evil and hate and if we want love, justice 

and peace to prevail, we must go deeper.” 

Read the full message from Bishop Tracy S Malone 

in the East Ohio News at http://wp.me/p3J1rz-1hq. 

SUMMER CAMP 

Registration is now open for the 2017 Summer 

Camp Season. Register by April 30th and you for a 

$20 discount. Early bird campers also receive a 

Limited Edition 2016 Summer Camp T-shirt not 

available in the camp store. Brochures for all of the 

East Ohio Conference summer camps are available 

outside of the church office. More information is 

available at eocsummercamps.org 

In addition to the $20 discount for early registration, 

East Ohio Camps offer a $25 sibling discount if 

more than one child from a family is attending 

camp. A payment plan to fit a family’s need can 

also be set up. Camperships funds are available; 

for more information call the East Ohio Camps 

office at (800) 831-3972 ext. 108 or email 

camp@eocumc.org. 

CAMP OPEN HOUSE 

Experience our camps in person at special events 

for you and your family. 

Camp Asbury 

Sunday, March 19th 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Open House and Summer 2017 Preview 

www.CampAsbury.org  

Camp Aldersgate 

Saturday, April 1st  2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Open House and Summer 2017 Preview 

www.CampAldersgate.org  

Camp Wanake 

Saturday, April 8th 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Resurrection Egg Hunt & Wanake Preview 

Saturday, May 20th 2:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Summer Sampler 

www.CampWanake.org   

https://eocumcnews.com/2017/02/01/guiding-words-from-bishop-tracy-s-malone/
http://wp.me/p3J1rz-1hq
mailto:camp@eocumc.org
http://www.campasbury.org/
http://www.campaldersgate.org/
http://www.campwanake.org/
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WORD LIST 

BASKET BUNNY CANDY 

CHICK CHURCH DYE 

EGGS HOP LAMB 

RABBIT SPRING SUNDAY 

  

Find the Easter words listed below in the 

word search puzzle grid. The words can 

be in any direction. Circle each letter 

separately in the puzzle, keeping in mind 

that letters may be used in more than one 

word. When the Easter word search is 

complete, read the remaining letters to 

reveal an interesting Easter fact. 
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CRYPTOGRAM 

At the top there is a KEY that lists all the letters from A thru Z with a box below.  Each of the letters has a 

corresponding number. 

The bottom part contains a secret phrase.  Each of the blanks has a number underneath it.  Fill in the letters 

that correspond to the numbers below the blanks to solve the phrase. 
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Pastor:  William Wendell 

Ministers:  All Members! 

Lay Leader:  Gary Wilson 

Secretary:  Cheryl Hymes 

Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 

Choir Director:  Anjanette Hignett 

Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 

Custodian:  Donna Smith 

Head Ushers:  Al Gilder & Carl Smith 

Sound:  Matt Smith 

KEEP 
CALM 

HE 
IS 

RISEN 


