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FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 
  

What is it? 
Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small groups of no more than 8 people for the 

purpose of getting to know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and of course, 
food at a host person’s home or chosen destination. All are welcome to become a part of 
this fellowship.  
Who? 

Each group of 8 will consist of people from our congregation plus, perhaps, friends or 
acquaintances. These small groups can be a mixture of couples, singles and sometimes our 
children. If you are currently unattached, think about inviting your best friend and know 
there will be other singles in the groups. CONTINUING THIS YEAR – Invite a friend or 
couple with you to share in the fellowship. They do not have to be a member of LaPorte. 
Where? 

These gatherings will be held in homes or destinations of people who volunteer to host a 
group. The locations and groups will vary each time.  Please consider being a host by 
marking the information sheet below. 
When? 

Dates have been picked to allow for gatherings 6 times a year, every other month – 
February 18, April 22, June 17, August 19, October 21 and December 3. The dates are 
preset (and are subject to change) so you know well in advance. Use your imagination (host) 
to plan a luncheon, brunch, bonfire, afternoon card party, potluck meal, a dinner, a picnic, 
or something else you want to do.  Five times this year, the groups will meet in a home or at 
a destination. In December, we will all meet at the church to have a Christmas potluck and 
fellowship. 
Cost? 

There is no fee. One cost would be a willingness to move out of your comfort zone and 
get to know more about people you see or greet briefly on Sunday, serve with on a church 
committee, or have volunteered with when working on a church activity. 
Questions? 

Contact Cheryl and Carl Smith (458-8288) 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 
Participant Information 

  
Last Name(s) ________________________________________________ 
  
First Name(s) ________________________________________________ 
  
Email Address_____________________________________________ 
  
Home/Cell Phone Number ______________________________________ 
  
Street Address _____________________________________________ 
  
City __________________________ Zip Code _________________ 
  
Are you willing to be a Host? Yes ___________ No _________ 
  
Any special months? _______________________________________ 
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2017 SOWER 

On Sunday, January 8 following the worship 
service, there will be a meeting for all those 
interested in/curious about the SOWER Work 
Mission Week. SOWER stands for Sharing Our 
Witness Enriching Relationships. Is God calling you 
to join the 2017 SOWER Team? Remember, it is 
just not physical labor that is required for the week. 
There are jobs for everyone. And, SOWER Team 
members can be youth and adults. Answer his 
call by joining us for a week of witnessing your faith 
and sensing God’s presence in your life. It will be a 
very blessed, memorable week. To sign up and/or 
get more information, attend the meeting on 
January 8 or contact Cheryl Smith (458-8288). 
Remember, God doesn’t call the qualified, he 
qualifies the called. The date for next summer’s 
trip will be discussed at the meeting. 

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION 
SHED 

Am sure you have noticed the shed in the parking 
lot. It is not Pastor Bill’s 2nd home, it is a clothing 
drop-off site. Clothing collected will be sent to 
people all over the world. It helps our environment 
by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and 
those in need. It is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, 
belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric 
scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please. 
Many have donated, therefore there was a need. 
Tax deductible sheets are located on the shed. 
Please put your donations in a bag and tie it. That 
helps with the collection process. Thank you for 
your donations to this mission of LaPorte. 

LAPORTE’S 2016 CHRISTMAS CARING TREE 

Thank you so much LaPorte Family for 
participating in the 2016 Caring Tree Project. 
Through your prayers, gifts, and love, we were able 
to give Christmas to 15 families (67 friends) this 
year. The Caring Tree families were invited to the 
Children’s Christmas Program followed by a Tureen 
luncheon. God answered all our prayers and a 
glorious day was had! Many wonderful dishes were 
prepared, seats were filled, St. Nick came, and love 

filled the walls of LaPorte. We were able to bless 
many families and they blessed us as well. Special 
thanks for all the prayers and support for the 
project, to those who adopted a friend/family and 
purchased gifts or donated funds, Love Inc. for the 
family names, those who prepared food and joined 
in the celebration, St. Nick for coming, and the 
many who helped with set-up and clean-up. May 
God continue his work and blessings on us all at 
LaPorte. 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ? Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of no more than 8 people for the purpose of 
getting to know each other a little better through 
fellowship, fun, and of course, food at a host 
person’s home. All are welcome to become a part 
of this fellowship. This is open to all – members and 
non-members of LaPorte, families (yes, your kids 
can join you if you wish), singles, couples. You do 
not even have to commit to hosting. Contact Carl 
and Cheryl Smith (458-8288) if you are interested 
in becoming a part of or have questions about this 
social ministry. An informational sheet and form are 
included on the second page of this newsletter. 
Completed forms can be returned to Carl or Cheryl 

.BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS CAMPAIGN 
Cornerstone Pregnancy Center 

1. Take a bottle. 
2. Sign the sheet with your name and phone 

number. 
3. Pray for the lives of unborn babies and their 

parents. 
4. Fill the bottle with change (loose or paper) or a 

check (made out to “Cornerstone Pregnancy 
Services”). 

5. RETURN the filled bottle to LaPorte. 
6. THANK YOU!! YOU HAVE BEEN A BLESSING 

AND HAVE HELPED SAVE THE LIVES OF 
UNBORN CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY!! 

Questions see Chris Callahan or Cheryl Smith 

LAPORTE LOVE OPS DISTRIBUTION 2017 

Love Ops are “Love Opportunities” to show the love 
of Christ in tangible ways to our neighbors in Lorain 
County. Through Love Inc (Love in the Name of 
Christ), we continue to have the opportunity to. 
show our love through Love Ops Distribution Days. 
The last Saturday mornings of January, March, 
May, July, September, and November, we will host 
Distribution Days. During this time, we will talk and 
pray with families. Refreshments and childcare are 
available, too. They will take home with them a 
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basket of provisions – the Personal Care and 
Household/Cleaning Supplies we collect. The 
impact these mornings will make in the lives of 
others will be tremendous. Thank you so much for 
your past and future participation in LaPorte’s 
“LOVE OPS”. God’s blessings to you as you 
continue to minister to our neighbors. A friendly 
reminder to bring in your donations for the Love 
Ops Distribution Days. There is plenty of room for 
more volunteers for the mornings, too. If you’d like 
to become a part of this ministry or have questions, 
see Cheryl Smith or Chris Callahan. 

“LOVE OPS” Distribution Items Needed 

Personal Care Needs – toilet paper, feminine 
hygiene products, toothpaste, toothbrushes (adult 
and child), deodorant (men’s and ladies), body 
wash, bar soap, shampoo (adult and baby), 
conditioner, razors, shaving cream/gel 

Household/Cleaning Supply Needs – toilet paper, 
Kleenex, laundry soap, dish soap, antibacterial 
wipes, sponges/scrubbers, all-purpose home 
cleaners, paper towels, sandwich baggies, gallon 
storage baggies 

Thank you!!! Thank you!!! Thank you!!! Thank you!!! 
Thank you!!! Thank you!!! 

2017 VIM TRIP 

The 2017 VIM (Volunteers in Mission) trip will be 
March 19-April 1, 2017. The team will return to 
South Carolina to help restore homes of flood 
victims.  As of this newsletter, Charlie Weil, Harold 
Smith, and Cheryl Smith will be going along with 
other folks from the Firelands District. The work will 
be completed through the South Carolina United 
Methodist Conference. If you have an interest in 
joining the team, see Charlie, Harold, or Cheryl for 
more information. Please keep the 2017 Vim Team 
and the folks they will be helping in your prayers. 

FAMILY PROMISE UPDATE 

Charlie Weil and Cheryl Smith attended the Carlisle 
Township Zoning Board meeting concerning the 
zoning of LaPorte to allow for Family Promise to 
take place. LaPorte is zoned commercial and the 
thought was we had to be zoned residential. After 
explaining what would be happening, the Zoning 
Board gave us their blessing and we can move 
forward. As this process continues, we will keep 
you posted. Continue to keep Family Promise in 

your prayers. When we are ready to begin, there 
will be informational and training sessions. Thank 
you so much for your support of this community 
outreach. 

THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission work of 
LaPorte. If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/ projects, be a servant on the 
Missions committee/team, or have any questions, 
see Cheryl Smith (Chair). Our next Missions 
Meeting will be January 10 at 7:00. 

 

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY EVENTS 

January 4  Music Service 7 - 7:30 pm. Everyone 
is ENCOURAGED to attend. 

February 11 Valentine’s Dinner Dance Everyone 
is ENCOURAGED to attend. This is a FREE event. 
A time for the young and the less than young to 
mingle and dance the night away. (Just an FYI, we 
will be inviting the greater parish youth groups and 
Avon UMC Youth Group.  Maybe we just invite 
everyone?) 

 

As we prepare to begin a new year and review 
2016, so much appreciation for the blessings 
brought to our church comes to mind.  

Thank you to all who have supported LaPorte UMC 
with your presence, gifts, and talents. Your love, 
faithfulness and dedication continue to make our 
church the wonderful Christian family that it is. 

In January 2017 we will be welcoming new 
committee members and saying goodbye to those 
who have completed their terms. To all we say 
“Thank You!” for the devotion, ideas, and support 
you have brought to these committees through your 
participation. 

To all of you helpers (you know who you 
are…you’re too numerous to list)…THANK YOU!!! 
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Your heart to serve the Lord in that capacity is 
priceless! Where would we be without you?   

To each of you that take the time out of your busy 
life to teach and guide, THANK YOU, you’re 
helping to mold the future. 

God has truly blessed each and every one of us in 
one another.  

 

THANK YOU 

The trustees and a few members of the 
congregation, have been very busy behind the 
scenes. I would like to let you know some of the 
things that have been done over the last 4 months.  

The first thing is the whole outside of the church 
has been power washed and painted, along with 
many repairs along the way. The east window that 
has been neglected over the years has been 
scraped, caulked, primed, and painted including the 
bubbles! All of this plus the completion of the new 
roof, the outside looks Fantastic!  New benches 
have been purchased with memorial funds and 
have been a great addition to the portico area. 

On the inside we have cleaned out the boiler room 
and added some organization to the area along 
with a new utility tub, a light switch was put in the 
custodian closet (YEAH) and another shelving unit 
purchased to make things more accessible. All of 
these things were made possible from the money 
we received from scrap that was lying around, 
which was over 300.00!  

In the kitchen, a light switch has been replaced, 
and since we had the sky lights removed during the 
roofing project, we will be closing that area in and 
are updating the light fixtures to LED'S. One has 
already been replaced and will finish this project in 
2017.  

The sealing of the doors in the education wing is 
also being addressed. As you can see a lot has 
been done, and there is always more to do! 

 A HUGE THANK YOU to Harold Smith, Al Gilder, 
and Charlie Weil for all they have done to get this 

all accomplished! Thank you to Neil Gimben for his 
expertise in the electrical. These men have been 
working very hard at making things function better 
at our church. If you would like to help with some of 
these projects, I'm sure they will welcome the help, 
give them a call or talk to them on Sunday! 

Donna Smith, Trustee Chairman 

ROOF PROJECT 

The Trustees and Finance Committee's would like 
to Thank THE WHOLE CONGREGATION for all 
their generosity and commitment on the roof 
project! I am excited to let you know that the roof 
has been PAID IN FULL! With all of the committees 
raising money through their fund raisers and all of 
the donations from the congregation, this was 
made possible! I know this was a great under-
taking, and I am so proud of our church and how 
we all worked together to get this accomplished! 
WE are Blessed!  

Trustee Chairman, Donna Smith 

 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 2017 

The Stewardship Committee wishes to thank all of 
you who have turned in your Estimate of Giving 
cards for 2017. Those of you have not done so, 
please consider doing that very soon. 

This year we tried a new approach to our campaign 
by including a supper and study in conjunction with 
the 4-week Sunday-sermon series: first: putting 
GOD first in living and giving. 

Thank you, Pastor Bill for presenting us with four 
challenging sermons. Many thanks to all of the 
others who made this campaign a success, 
including these individuals who shared their talents 
during the supper and study segment of the 
campaign: 

Mark Vale, the adult study group leader for Shiny 
Gods 
Cheryl Greenly, the young children's leader for first 
Stacy Goetz, the older children/youth leader for first 
Tim Schluter, the meal coordinator 
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Tim's kitchen helpers: 
Ben Babel 
Elizabeth Coleman 
Harold Smith 
David Wright 

And, of course, many thanks to all of the children 
and adults who participated in this Wednesday 
evening supper and study. In addition, a huge 
thank you to Cheryl Hymes, who spent a great deal 
of time with the chairperson in preparation for 
sending out the mailings for the campaign. 

Blessings to all, 

Claudia Baker, Chairperson 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

As 2016 comes to a close and a new year begins, 
here at LaPorte UMC, we have been blessed 
financially. Many thanks to the finance committee 
for their support of the Stewardship Program, the 
Roof Fund, and attendance at all of the meetings 
where we conducted business to make sure all of 
financial needs of the church were realized, in order 
to further the kingdom of God here and around the 
world. Thank you to: Pat Farnsworth, Cheryl 
Greenly (chairperson for 2017), Carl Smith, Gary 
Wilson, Linda Cowie, and Cheryl Hymes. May we 
continue to shine as a light in this community! 

Blessings, Claudia Baker, Chairperson 

 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Spiritual growth through the study of God’s Word is 
the focus of LaPorte’s Men’s Fellowship as they 
continue to examine how God is calling us to a life 
of holiness and Christian perfection through Christ. 
Come and see; join us on Sundays at 8:00am. 

AGAPE MEAL 

The Men’s Fellowship is sponsoring an Agape Meal 
or Love-Feast on Sunday, January 15 at 5:00pm. 
The Agape Meal follows the traditions of the early 
Church when Christians gathered to share meals, 
putting together their resources so that all might 

feast at the table. This meal will be a tureen dinner 
with the men providing all the fixings for a taco bar. 
Those who are able are asked to bring a covered 
dish or dessert to share. 

 

BASIC LAY SERVANT TRAINING 

LaPorte is hosting a district wide Basic Lay Servant 
training on Saturday, January 21, 8:00am-4:00pm. 
Breakfast and lunch provided. This training is 
designed to equip disciples to be better servants of 
Jesus Christ, to become stronger church family 
leaders, and to more capably serve their church. If 
you are sensing God’s call to greater service and 
would like to learn more about how you might 
serve, this course will provide a basic introduction 
to understanding your gifts, spiritual leadership, 
caring ministry, communication and outreach. 

This course is excellent for those who are seeking 
opportunity to serve in their local church as well as 
those who are already serving. This course is 
required for those seeking to be a Local Church 
Lay Servant. 

A DISCIPLE’S JOURNAL 2017 

There are a limited number of Disciple’s Journals 
available on a first-come basis. Not only is this a 
valuable resource for daily Bible reading and prayer 
but it is also useful for family devotions and small 
group study. To claim one of the remaining journals 
see Terri Smith following the worship service or call 
the church office. 

JOEL PENTON 

Joel Penton is coming for you! Joel Penton is one 
of the nation’s leading motivational speakers for 
youth and has shared his story with more than 
500,000 students nationwide through school 
assemblies.  

A graduate of The Ohio State University Joel turned 
down an opportunity to play in the NFL to begin a 
career in full-time speaking and preaching. 

Joel Penton will be here January 8, to share the 
message during the 11:00am worship service. 
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Come hear what this former Buckeye has been up 
to in full-time ministry since his time at OSU. 

WESLEY LAY ACADEMY 

The Wesley Lay Academy — created by 
BeADisciple in partnership with Wesley Theological 
Seminary in Washington, D.C. — features courses 
and educational materials that are theologically rich 
and deep. You can take these courses a la carte or 
use these courses to earn a certificate in Wesleyan 
Studies! 

Anyone, lay or clergy, may enroll in any of the 
courses available from the Wesley Lay Academy.  
CEUs are available. Learn more at: 
http://www.beadisciple.com/wesley/ 

HONORING THE SAINTS 

On All Saints Day, November 6, 2016 we honored 
the memory of the following Saints who have 
passed on to Glory during the last year: 

Betty Allemeier, Jim Pugh, Richard Beltz, 
Carol Furst, Marie Shirley, Ted Espasandin, 
Jonathan Bates 

 

Dear LaPorte family, 

I would like to thank each and every one of you for 
all of the love and kindness shown to me during my 
recent hospitalization and recovery. Your prayers, 
phone calls, visits, meals, and support have been 
such a blessing. Thank you again. 

Bernice Herman 

The family of Jonathan Bates would like to thank 
Pastor Bill and the LaPorte Church family for the 
thoughts, prayers, luncheon, and kindness shown 
at the time of Jon’s passing, and since During 
difficult times like this, it’s comforting to know there 
are friends out there who care. Thank you 

Cathryn Bates and Family 

Laporte UMC Family! 

Thank you for our Thanksgiving food basket. Your 
thoughtfulness is greatly appreciated. God bless 
you all. 

Chris and Bruce 

 

LaPorte Family, 

There are no words to describe how we feel except 
thank you! Brittany and I have been overwhelmed 
with the love and Christmas well wishes we have 
received from our LaPorte family. They are very 
much appreciated and we cannot say thank you 
enough!  

We are so fortunate to be a part of such a loving 
Christian community. Thank you for blessing our 
family this Christmas and all year! We are excited 
to be on Christ's mission with such great people. 
We look forward to growing in, and inviting others 
into, restored loving relationship to our loving 
heavenly Father, through Christ, by the power of 
the Holy Spirit with you in 2017 and beyond! 

We hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and 
happy New Year! 

In Christ, 

The Wendell Family 

 

AMELIA NOVAK 

Our Christian sympathy is extended to Rodger & 
Paula Novak in the passing of Rodger’s mother 
Amelia Novak on November 21, 2016. 

PATRICIA MAHONEY 

Our sympathies are also extended to Jean 
Mahoney in the passing of her mother-in-law 
Patricia Mahoney on November 29, 2016. 
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ARIELLA MARIE 

Congratulations to Laura Smith on the birth of her 
daughter Ariella Marie. Ariella was born on 
November 16, 2016 and is the little sister to Lukas, 
Gabriel, and Julianna. Rick and Donna Smith are 
the proud grandparents. 

ADRIAN LORENZO 

Congratulations to Liz Coleman and David Wright 
on their son Adrian Lorenzo. Adrian was born on 
November 29, 2016  

 

I want to thank everyone who helped fill and deliver 
gift bags to the shut-ins for Christmas. We gave 18 
gift bags this year. 

Linda Cowie 

 

LMI 

The Lay Mobilization Institute (LMI) team has been 
working diligently to help shape a future for LaPorte 
UMC that will ensure we move forward as a vital 
congregation in our community; presenting as a 
beacon of hope and spiritual growth in a world so 
often overshadowed with futility and despair. Our 
discipleship process is intentional and rigorous. 
Through personal study of scripture and daily 
prayer, using the same Disciple's Journal available 
to you and your family, we are developing our 
spiritual life and growing into fuller knowledge of 
God's plan for us. We make an intentional effort to 
see God at work around us as we seek His grace 
and grow towards Christian perfection. 

In addition to our personal studies we are engaging 
each other in corporate study as we study a book 
on discipleship and a second book on conflict 
resolution. During our weekly meetings we spend 
time on our goals both as a church and as the 

Church—the Body of Christ, and have transitioned 
to studying demographics of our community. It is 
exciting as we continue in our mission to realize 
what the future of LaPorte church and our 
community looks like. God is working mightily 
through us and amongst us and we are blessed to 
be a part of this process with all of you. 

Please pray for the mission of the LMI team and 
pray for God to reveal to you how you are being 
called to serve Christ in the church and in the 
community. 

MEDIA CENTER 

Are you a small group leader looking for resources 
for your next study? Or maybe a member looking to 
lead a small group study? The Media Center is a 
great place to start and has recently acquired the 
following resources: 

A Journey Through Lent – Lent is a time in which 
we anticipate the victory of the light and life of 
Christ over the darkness of sin and death. It 
corresponds to Jesus’ time in the wilderness. 
Selected Psalms help us in times of self-
examination, difficulty, and dryness and invite us to 
make our hearts ready for remembering anew 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Named: Abraham – Abraham follows the father of 
faith through some of the more confusing events of 
his life, including his various conversations with 
God, his attempt to save himself and his family 
from famine, and his ultimate test from God 
regarding Abraham’s precious son, Isaac. 

Named: Sarah – Sarah is a part of God’s promise 
to Abraham. She is chosen alongside Abraham and 
is used by God to bring about his purpose. Even 
though Sarah shows herself to be a shortsighted 
and strong-willed woman, God redeems her. 

Present Over Perfect; Leaving Behind Frantic 
for a Simpler, More Soulful Way of Living helps 
you begin leaving behind busyness and frantic 
living and rediscovering the person you were made 
to be. Be free from the constant pressure to 
perform faster, push harder, and produce more, all 
while maintaining an exhausting image of 
perfection. 
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If you need information on how to order from the 
Media Center or how to access the online catalog 
contact: Timothy Schluter, Communication Chair 
timschluter@gmail.com 

 

Dear Friends of L.U.M.C. 

It happened so fast!  Within a nine day period we 
sold our home in Elyria and bought a house in Fort 
Mill, South Carolina. Before we knew it we were 
relocated and unfortunately never got back to 
L.U.M.C. to formally " Wish the Best " to our many 
friends. The Good Lord has blessed us in so many 
ways. Now we live close to our two sons, daughter-
in-laws and our four wonderful grandchildren. Keep 
a smile on your face & God Bless. 

Sincerely,  

Don & Sue Heffernan 

 

COFFEE MUGS 

Do you have extra ceramic coffee mugs that you’ve 
accumulated over the years taking up valuable 
space? Bring them to the kitchen during our 
community coffee fellowship on Sundays between 
9:30am and 11:00am. The mugs will help us to be 
good stewards of our resources and will be used in 
place of disposable plastic foam cups 

TAXES 

That time of year is upon us again. Did you know 
that LaPorte can help you e-file your federal and 
state taxes at no cost to you. Last year we 
processed forty-four tax returns. This year we 
expect to process even more returns as knowledge 
of our services spread throughout the community. 

Would you like to be a part of this service? Tax 
counselor training is provided at no cost. You 
determine the days and times you are available to 
help others. Contact Timothy Schluter for details on

training for tax counselors and other opportunities 
available through the Ohio Benefit Bank – 
timschluter@gmail.com.  

Call the church office if you would like to schedule 
an appointment to e-file your federal and state 
taxes. 

GOT SKILLZ? 

Do you know HTML5? Python? PHP? Joomla? 
MySQL? Apache? Gimp? If so, then you’re just the 
person we’ve been looking for. But even if you don’t 
know any of these things the Communications 
Team can use your help. The communication Team 
is tasked with getting the word out. We need 
individuals that are willing to help design 
promotional materials and write copy. Individuals 
proficient with social networks and are familiar with 
trends are also needed. Don’t think you have the 
skills? No problem willingness to serve is the 
number one asset, you can learn the rest. To get 
involved, contact Timothy Schluter. 
timschluter@gmail.com 

HOME ENERGY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 

The 2016-2017 Ohio HEAP application is now 
available in The Benefit Bank! HEAP helps eligible 
Ohioans pay the high costs of home heating. 
Contact Timothy Schluter timschluter@gmail.com 
or call the church office to schedule an appointment 
to apply for HEAP. 

GOOD WITH PEOPLE? 

Friendly people are needed to welcome and greet 
guests from the surrounding community that we 
have invited in to enjoy our continental breakfast. 
Coffee and pastries are served starting at 9:30 
every Sunday. 

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

Want to learn a second language? American Sign 
Language (ASL) is now being taught at LaPorte on 
Wednesday mornings at 10:00am. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. The class format allows for new 
students to join at any time without being left 
behind. 
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ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIPS 

Did you know that the East Ohio Conference gives 
loans and scholarships to East Ohio United 
Methodist Church members pursuing higher 
education. While some scholarship are for 
supporting candidates for ministry others such as 
the Teen Total Abstinence Scholarship are open to 
active members of a United Methodist Church 
within the East Ohio Conference. 

Applications for the 2017-2018 School year can be 
found online under the Scholarships for Education 
section at http://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/. 

VIM SCHOLARSHIPS 

Scholarships are available for members in the East 
Ohio Conference who are participating in a mission 
trip with an UMVIM trained team leader. 
Applications can be downloaded from: 
http://www.eocumc.com/scholarships/_pdf_fillable_
2016/unvim_scholarship_form.pdf 

 

DISTRICT YOUTH COUNCIL MEETING 

January 24, 2:00 - 4:30pm. New London UMC, 58 
E Main St, New London 

February 14, 2:00 – 4:30pm. Fitchville UMC, 1593 
US Rte 250, New London 

 

The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly 

Imagine this: Christianity is an illegal religion. Your 
work, the government, your friends, and even some 
family members, are pressuring you to abandon the 
faith. They tell you that Christianity is offensive, and 
intolerant; shouldn't we just worship all gods 
equally? This was the situation that the early 
church found themselves in. Following Christ could 
mean losing family and friend relationships 
economic hardships, even imprisonment and death! 
How did they respond? Did they stand firm or 
crumble under the pressure? Come join us for our 
sermon series entitled "The Good, The Bad, and 
The Ugly" where we look at the seven churches 
addressed in final book of the bible, Revelation. 
Some of these churches were good, standing firm, 

some were bad, trying to compromise, and some 
were just ugly, on the verge of completely 
abandoning the faith. 

The series will begin January 15th and last until 
February 26th. There will be a bible study to go 
along with the series on Wednesdays at 6:30pm. It 
will start January 11th and run through February 
22nd  I look forward to this series in which we hope 
to learn how to be the church, spreading Christ's 
light, love, and wholeness, in the midst of a hostel 
and broken world! 

In the name and Spirit of Christ, 

Pastor Bill Wendell
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

January 2017

6:18 Prayer Group
7:00 pm Meeting Night 6:30 pm Choir Practice

6:18 Prayer Group 6:30 pm Choir Practice

8:00 am  Men's Group
9:00 am  Sunday School
9:30 am  Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am  Worship/Children's Church
7:00 pm Stephen Ministry

7:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry

9:30 am Ladies Bible study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

6:00 pm Disciple Light
7:00 pm Music Service

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

8:00 am Men's Group
9:00 am Sunday School
9:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Youth Group
5:00 pm Agape Meal

NEW YEAR'S DAY

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry
6:18 Prayer Group

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

6:30 pm Choir Practice

8:00 am Men's Group
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Youth Group

6:18 Prayer Group

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

1:00 pm Lydia Circle

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

6:30 pm Choir Practice

8:00 am Community Breakfast
8:00 am Men's Study
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Youth Group

8:00 am  Men's Group
9:00 am  Sunday School
9:30 am  Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am  Worship/Children's Church
11:00 am  Joel Penton
12:00 pm  SOWER 2017 Meeting

1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm  Jr MYF/Youth Group

8:00 am Lay Servant Training

7:00 pm  Hall in Use



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28

February 2017

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

8:30 am Men's Study
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:39 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Youth Group 7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 6:18 Prayer Group

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

8:30 am Men's Study
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Jr. MYF/Youth Group

7:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry
6:18 Prayer Group
7:00 pm Ad Council

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

8:30 am Men's Study
9:30 am Sunday School
9:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Youth Group

7:00 pm Stephen Ministry 6:18 Prayer Group

9:30 am Ladies Bible Study
10:00 am Sign Language Class

1:00 pm Lydia Circle

6:00 pm Disciple Light
6:30 pm Revelation Bible Study

8:00 am Community Breakfast
8:30 am Men's Study
9:30 am Sunday School
90:30 am Coffee Fellowship

11:00 am Worship/Children's Church
1:30 pm  LMI
4:00 pm Youth Group 6:18 Prayer Group

7:00 pm Valentine's Dance

Hall In Use
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LaPorte United Methodist Church 
2071 Grafton Road 
Elyria, OH  44035 
 
January/February 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor:  William Wendell 
Ministers:  All Members! 
Lay Leader:  Gary Wilson 
Secretary:  Cheryl Hymes 
Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 
Choir Director:  Anjanette Hignett 
Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 
Custodian:  Donna Smith 
Head Ushers:  Al Gilder & Carl Smith 
Sound:  Matt Smith 
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