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     sformed by a loving God”              since 1825 
 
 
Dear LaPorte family, 
      
During this season of Lent we, as Christians, focus on 
self-denial and reflection. This self-denial is evident when 
in Luke 9:23-25. Here Jesus says:  

 

“Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny 
themselves and take up their cross daily and 
follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their life 
will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will 
save it. 25 What good is it for someone to gain the 
whole world, and yet lose or forfeit their very 
self?" (Luke 9:23-25) 

 

Have you ever loved and hated a passage at the same 
time? This is a passage that I love and hate all at the 
same time. I hate it because, who wants to deny 
themselves? This is particularly true when we have to 
deny ourselves, not once a year, month, or once a week. 
Instead, Jesus says 'deny yourself daily!' How is God 
calling us to deny ourselves? He may want to curb a bad 
habit, stop gossiping, lift others up more, tear them down 
less, love those we disagree with in a more honest way, 
the list could go on. By telling us we must pick up our 
cross 'daily' it seems like Jesus understands self-denial 
as an ongoing thing. In other words, it does not stop after 
we achieve some kind of spiritual superiority. It is not as if 
we can take a class, do a good deed, and have all the 
'correct' opinions and be done denying ourselves. If we 
cannot name how God wants to help us deny ourselves, 
we may not be listening. Lent is a perfect time to open 
our ears to God. Ask Him, how have I been selfish, how  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
have I torn others down, how do You want me to build 
others up, how can I surrender more to You?  
  

This leads to the part I love. We die to ourselves, so we 
can live! Jesus calls us to lose our lives for His sake. In 
self-denial, we receive our true selves.  In surrendering, 
we conquer.  In dying, we live! In being a disciple of 
Jesus Christ, we deny ourselves and take up our cross 
daily, so that our lives are empowered by Him and are 
reflections of Him.  Therefore, we have an opportunity to 
be citizens and agents of God's in-breaking kingdom here 
on earth. His kingdom where the hurt find healing, the 
broken find wholeness, the hungry are fed, the naked are 
clothed, and the dead find new life in Christ and His 
resurrection power! 
 

In the Name and Spirit of our  
Redeemer and Resurrected Lord, 
 
Pastor Bill Wendell 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Belltower 
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Debbie Warden                     sprc@laportechurch.org 
 

Effective July 1, 2018, East Ohio Bishop Tracy Smith 
Malone has appointed our pastor, Bill Wendell, to the 
pastoral staff of Thoburn United Methodist Church in the 
Ohio Valley District of the East Ohio Conference. 
 In the United Methodist Church, Bishops send pastors to 
churches or charges where their gifts and grace might 
best be invested for the mission and ministry of the whole 
Church.  Pastor Bill’s particular gifts of visionary 
leadership, compelling preaching, nurturing discipleship, 
and encouraging welcoming relationships have been 
faithfully invested here at LaPorte and will soon serve 
Thoburn well. 

Pastor Bill is very sad about leaving everyone at LaPorte 
UMC who has been so supportive.  This new 
appointment was initiated and confirmed during the week 
of February 4 and while Pastor Bill did not ask for this 
move, he understands that his appointment at any church 
is an annual one.  We thank Pastor Bill for the mission 
work and outreach programs he has brought to our 
church, and we wish him well at Thoburn. 

Firelands District Superintendent Doug Lewis will be in 
contact with our Staff Parish Relations Committee to help 
the SPRC and Bishop Malone to discern the next pastor 
who will be able to help us as a congregation to continue 
our vital mission and ministry in the local community and 
out into the world.  You will be informed of our next pastor 
after the SPRC has met with him or her. 

Once again, Bishop Tracy Smith Malone has appointed 
our Pastor, Rev. Bill Wendell, to the pastoral team of 
Thoburn United Methodist Church, effective July 1, 
2018.  May God bless Pastor Bill, Brittany, Billy and 
Elijah, may God guide the Bishop and the SPRC in their 
discernment, and may we as a church move into a future 
full of hope and possibilities. 

 

                  Sympathy 
 
 

Cathy Spinney 
 

We extend heartfelt sympathy to the family and friends of 
Cathy Spinney, Parker Spinney’s sister.  During this time 
of loss, may you find comfort in God’s love and knowing 
that others care.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
  
Karen Ely   worship@laportechurch.org 
 

LaWanda Tigert resigned as chair of the Worship 
Committee in January.  Karen Ely was asked to be the 
new chair and accepted.  LaWanda remains on the 
Worship Committee, serving in another capacity.  The 
Worship Committee is being reorganized to better 
distribute the committee’s workload and written 
responsibilities for each position are being developed.  In 
January, members of the Worship Committee took down 
and stored all the Christmas trees and decorations 
throughout the church and also prepared and served a 
“Tex Mex” dinner for the Alpha group. 

On February 4 members of the Worship Committee (with 
help from some very tall men: Eric Greenly, Alan George, 
Ray Tigert and James Hignett) removed the banners from 
the side walls of the sanctuary and hung the six white 
banners in preparation for Lent and Easter.   

On February 18 current Lay Readers and those desiring 
to become Lay Readers met with Karen Ely and  
Pastor Bill.  Karen announced that Carolyn Bruce has 
accepted the newly created position of Lay 
Readers/Announcement Readers Coordinator within the 
Worship Committee.  Pastor Bill explained plans to have 
an Announcement Reader on Sundays.   A discussion 
was held about how the Worship Service Program should 
be changed to accommodate the Announcement Reader.  
Current Lay Readers were asked if they would also like to 
be an Announcement Reader.  A rotating schedule will be 
set up so they will not be a Lay Reader and 
Announcement Reader on the same Sunday.  We are 
pleased that as a result of this meeting four (4) NEW Lay 
Readers volunteered to serve.   

In March, Easter flowers will again be available to 
purchase.  Please watch for the announcement and order 
form.  On Saturday, March 24 the Worship Committee will 
meet to prepare the Palms for the Palm Sunday service. 

If you are interested in serving, volunteers are needed 
for:  Altar Flower Donors, Announcement Readers, Lay 
Readers, the Nursery and the Welcome Wagon.  Contact 
Karen Ely. 

 
 
 

S.P.R.C. 
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Easter Services 
 

LaPorte UMC’s Maundy Thursday Service will take place on 
March 29th at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The Belden, Grafton, LaGrange and LaPorte UMCs will hold 
a Sunrise Easter Service at Indian Hollow Reservation on 
Parsons Road at 6:30 a.m. beneath shelter #1. The park 
gate will open at 6:00 a.m. 
 
Easter Services held at LaPorte will include an early service 
at 9:00 a.m. and the traditional 11:00 a.m. service.  Please 
leave your Easter flowers in the sanctuary until after the 
11:00 a.m. service so that everyone may enjoy their beauty. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
On Sunday, the 11th of February, we enjoyed an 
encouraging message from the Rev. Andrew Scott of 
LaGrange UMC.  He reminded us that we all have 
"upsets" in life - both large and small and we don't have 
to "stew" about them alone.  We have our faith and each 
other to see us through!!  Comforting words indeed!! 
 
And welcome to our new church secretary, Linda 
Gwinn!!  If you haven't had a chance to meet her yet - 
stop in and say "Hi".  She's doing a fine job and bringing 
some good ideas too!!  Welcome aboard Linda!! 
 
And, speaking of "welcome aboard”, the good news from 
the "Kids Korner" is that Vacation Bible School will be 
from June 25th through the 29th this year.  It will be 
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM.  The theme is "Ship 
Wrecked"!! It will be a fun and wonderful learning 
experience for everyone.  Coming up also is our annual 
Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday!  This Church 
Mouse hopes that you will be planning to attend these 
coming events and that you might invite your neighbors, 
cousins, friends, grandkids, etc. too!!   Of course, 
the Church Mouse will be on hand to help "clean up"!!       
 
So  -  2018 is well under way!  And we continue to let "our 
light shine" in so many ways!!! 
 
Blessings from Your Little Buddy, the Church Mouse    

 
 
Because so many of us are ill or have been ill recently, 
we have decided to forego the candy making this year. 
We hope to be able to make and sell it again next year. 
 

We have scheduled a Rummage Sale for Friday, May 
18th and Saturday May 19th. Set-up will be the 16th 
and 17th. We will need help with the set-up as well as 
volunteers to work the sale. All clean donations are 
welcome. 
 

Linda Cowie, U.M.W. President 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
   United Methodist Men 
Carl Smith                                  umm@laportechurch.org 

Thanks to all who have supported the return of LaPorte’s 
United Methodist Men - attending the meetings, the 
Agape Meal, and the Super Bowl. All men of the church 
are welcome to join us at anytime. Meetings are the 
second Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m. Fellowship, 
dinner, and study are always on the agenda.  
 

 
Cheryl Smith                    missions@laportechurch.org 

 
FAMILY PROMISE 

THANK YOU to all the folks who have helped make for a 
successful week. We were able to be a blessing to a 
young mother and her 2 boys. Despite the record 
breaking chill, they were able to stay warm and have 
meals for their week with us.  Please pray for the families 
who have been and are currently in Family Promise. One 
cannot imagine the challenges of families being 
temporarily homeless, especially in the cold months.  Our 
next hosting week will August 26-September 1, 
2018.  Please prayerfully consider taking part in this 
outreach ministry as you will be blessed enormously. 
Want to sign up or have any questions, contact Charlie 
Weil, Chris Callahan, or Cheryl Smith. 

The 
 Church  
  Mouse 
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2018 VIM TRIP 
March 4 -17, 2018 will find the VOLUNTEERS IN 
MISSION Team in the Andrews, South Carolina area. 
They will continue helping the folks recover from the 
flooding that has occurred.  Charlie Weil, Harold Smith, 
Wes Eddy, and Cheryl Smith are representing LaPorte. 
They will share their mission with you upon their return. 
Thank you for all your prayers and support as the love of 
Christ is shared with others. 
 

SWISS STEAK DINNER AND  
DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF THE 50’s AND 60’s 
The Mission Committee/Team invites you to a SWISS 
STEAK DINNER AND DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF THE 
50’s/60’s on Saturday, May 12, 2018. MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!!!!  SPREAD THE NEWS!!!  The 
Farnsworth Team is returning to share their music 
and dance skills with us.  Details to follow.  All 
proceeds go towards the many mission outreach 
opportunities of LaPorte 

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 The last Sunday of each month finds our children 
collecting change for change during the Children’s 
Sermon.  Those that have been or will be blessed by our 
Change for Change are: January – Heifer International, 
February – LaPorte’s Kid’s Sports Camp, March – Ohio 
Guidestone, and April – Cornerstone Pregnancy 
Center. Thank you so much for helping our children 
collect change for change. God bless your giving and 
those who are receiving. 

  
FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT CONTINUES 

Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of no more than 8 people for the purpose of 
getting to know each other a little better through 
fellowship, fun, and of course, food at a host person’s 
home. These gatherings occur every other month 
(February, April, June, August, October, December).  All 
are welcome to become a part of this fellowship.  This is 
open to all – members and non-members of LaPorte, 
families (yes, your kids can join you if you wish), singles, 
couples. You do not even have to commit to hosting.  If 
you are interested in becoming a part of or have 
questions about this social ministry, contact Carl and 
Cheryl Smith (458-8288). 

 
 
 
 

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING  
COLLECTION SHED 

 A friendly reminder about the shed in the parking lot. It is 
our St. Pauly Used Clothing Collection Shed, a clothing 
drop-off site.  Clothing collected will be sent to people all 
over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and distributes to those in 
need.  It is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, 
purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and 
stuffed toys only. NO rags, fabric scraps, pillows, 
toys, or household goods, please.  Many have 
donated, therefore there was a need.  Tax deductible 
sheets are located on the shed. Please put your 
donations in a bag and tie it.  That helps with the 
collection process. Thank you for your donations to this 
mission of LaPorte. 

 
THANK YOU FROM THE  

MISSIONS COMMITTEE/TEAM 
 Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 
of LaPorte.  If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions 
committee/team, or have any questions/suggestions 
about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith 
(Chair).  Our next Missions Meeting will be Monday, 
March 19 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

LaPorte UMC Note Cards 
The Missions Committee would also like to thank 
everyone who purchased note cards featuring 
photographs of the LaPorte UMC sanctuary and altar.  
Proceeds from the sale of these cards benefit the many 
activities and outreach of the LaPorte UMC Missions 
Committee.  These sturdy notecards include envelopes 
and feature a blank interior for writing personal notes.  
They are available at the church in packages of five 
notecards for only $10.00.  Please see Eric Greenly or 
Cheryl Smith if you are interested in purchasing some 
cards for the Easter season. 

 
   LOVE OPS DISTRIBUTION DAY 

LaPorte hosted our first distribution day for the year with 
6 families arriving at noon.  We prayed together then 
shared a light lunch.  Conversations were had between 
our wonderfully dedicated servants and our guests.  The 
children made Valentine’s to share with their families and 
provisions were handed out.  This month we had several 
clothing items for infants thru toddler donated to us by 
Family Promise.  Guests were excited to shop those extra 
items.  A blessed day was had by all.  A big thank you to 
everyone who generously donated to our January paper 



 5

product drive.  We will be collecting laundry soap in 
March, dish soap in April and cleaning products (Mr. 
Clean, Pine Sol, Comet etc.…) in May. Together we are 
making a difference in the daily lives of families in our 
community.  

 

 
 
 
 

There is something special for you and your family at an 
East Ohio Conference Summer Camp.  Explore an 
adventure of faith, fun and friendship!  With hundreds of 
camp sessions to choose from, one will be just right for 
you and your child.  
 

What do you need this summer? 
 Friendship and laughter 
 Praise, worship and spiritual growth 
 Swimming and Canoeing 
 Exploring and relaxing 
 Horses and nature 
 Challenge and skills 
 Leadership development 

 

Want a chance to tour the sites, talk to the staff, and see 
what is being offered for 2018?  Plan to attend an Open 
House in April.  Program, open house and registration 
information, as well as financial aid applications, may be 
found just outside the church office.   
 
Interested in serving on summer camp staff?  
Lifeguards, counselors, program and adventure staff, etc. 
are needed. Go to www.EOCSummercamps.org to learn 
more, or see the poster by the church office. 
 

Words of Thanks 
 

Thank you for keeping my mother, Pat Harrison, in your 
thoughts and prayers.  The cards received are read to 
mom every time I visit.   
 

With appreciation, Jonell Harrison Baker 
 
From Cornerstone… 
Thank you for your church’s promotion and participation 
in Cornerstone’s Baby Bottle Blessing Campaign in the 
year 2017.  We are grateful for the support of 
congregations like yours that have so enthusiastically 
joined with us in the project.  We have processed your 
filled bottles and are happy to report your church returned 
$596.92 this past year!  Your generous gift helped 
support our clients and their families throughout the year. 

From St. Pauly Textile, Inc… 
Thank you for continuing to collaborate with us on the St. 
Pauly Textile clothing drop off shed project!  In 2017 
roughly 10, 450 garments of clothing were donated to 
your shed.  This was enough to clothe an estimated 
1,267 people.  This clothing is being used right now by 
people in one or more of 44 different countries (including 
the US) to which our clothing is likely to have been 
distributed this past year.  Your congregation raised 
$729.42 in 2017 through hosting this shed.   
 
                 

Community  
Breakfast 

 
 

January 28 was the first Sunday of the 8th year of the 
Community Breakfast.  We serve 45-60 meals every 
month at an average cost of $2 per meal.  Than includes 
an entrée, sides, cereal and fresh fruit.  As you may or 
may not know, this ministry is fully funded by 
congregational donations.  As of 1/28, the Community 
Breakfast fund was empty.  We need $80 - $110 per 
month for this ministry.  That amount will go up now that 
we must provide our own paper products.  Please 
prayerfully consider donating to this fund, both now and 
on a monthly basis.   
 
Thank you for your support of this ministry,  
The Community Breakfast Team 
 
 

Love, INC Annual Ed Seabold 
Memorial Golf Outing 

 

When:  Saturday, May 19th, 2018 
Tee Times Starting at 7:30 a.m. 

What:   Four Person Golf Scramble 
Where: Mallard Creek Golf Club 

34500 Royalton Rd. 
Columbia Station, OH  44028 

 

Cost:  $105/person or early bird rate $95 for those 
registered by April 27th, deadline is May 4th 
Registration includes 18 holes with cart, lunch at the turn, 
contests, dinner, prizes, and trophies!   
 

For more information:   
Call Love, INC at 440-322-5683, ext. 6 
Visit their website at www.LILC.org 
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Methodist Youth 
Fellowship 

Stacy Goetz 
youthdirector@laportechurch.org 

 

Thank You!  Yes, Thank You!  The Youth Group 
would like to thank you for all the support they 
received through donations of time, baked 
goods, and the purchase of baked goods at their 
Bake Sale.  They were able to raise almost $300 
to help offset the cost of fees in relation to the 
siblings they have adopted through Compassion 
International.  This will roughly cover four (4) 
months of support for two (2) kids who need 
much more. 
 

Reminder. The youth group meets on Sundays 
from 4pm to 6pm on Sunday afternoons.  We are 
in the process of looking to make some changes 
to that time frame, so keep your eyes and ears 
open for that announcement.  But what is Youth 
group?  Is youth group for your children? 
 

Methodist Youth Fellowship (MYF) 
Grades 6-12 

4-6 pm - Every Sunday 
Students are encouraged to join the group for an 
evening of study time and fellowship. This is a 
time for spiritual growth and peer support. 
Students will discuss how to deal with everyday 
conflicts and how to look to God for guidance and 
support. They will learn how to be servants and 
what it means to be mission driven. All of this will 
be accomplished by growing in their relationships 
with God and one another. 

 

Junior MYF 
Grades 2-5 

4-6 pm - Second Sunday of every month 
Younger students are encouraged to join the 
group for an evening of fun! This is a time where 
the older students will mentor the upcoming 
members of youth group. Expect age appropriate 
lessons and activities, as well as snack and 
fellowship. Developing a servant heart at a young 
age provides deeper roots to build their 
relationship with God and others. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Future Events.  The youth are working on a 
Variety Dinner Show that will be held in June.  
Tickets will be available starting in May, and 
proceeds will go towards their compassion 
siblings.  Just how talented are our youth?  Well, 
I guess you will have to wait and see.  ***Spoiler 
alert!!!!  They are amazing!  We will be going to 
the movies to see "If You Can Only Imagine," we 
will be helping the Education Committee stuff 
Easter Eggs for the Egg Hunt, and we are 
continuing to collect attributes from the 
Congregation (poster in the entrance of the 
church) for an upcoming project. Also coming up - 
Vacation Bible School Camp, Pointfest, etc.  The 
youth have a lot of fun with fellowship AND 
service!    
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Put an “x” by your choices, then see the answer key below. 

1. What does the term ‘Lent,’ which comes from ‘lencten,’ mean?  Time  Length  Sacrifice  Spring  
 

2. How did the early church observe Lent?   They remembered the mercy and forgiveness of Christ   They reconciled 
relationships among church members   They prepared converts for baptism   All of the above  
 

3. When did United Methodists start the ‘imposition of ashes?’   1877   1933   1992   2008  
 

4. Does The United Methodist Church have official rules for observing Lent?   Yes, members should abstain from meat 
on Fridays   Yes, members should fast once a week during Lent   Yes, members should abstain from sweets during 
Lent   All of the above   None of the above  
 

5. What do some United Methodists not sing at Lent?  Alleluia  Doxologies   “In the Garden”   The communion 
liturgy  
 

6. Many people fast during Lent.  How often did John Wesley fast?   Twice a week   Twice a month   Twice a year 
Rarely   He did not fast  
 

7. When do congregations ‘strip the Lord’s Table?’   At the conclusion of Ash Wednesday worship   At the conclusion 
of Maundy Thursday worship  At the conclusion of Good Friday worship  At the conclusion of Holy Saturday worship 
 

8. What does INRI mean on a crucifix?   Pontius Pilate, Prefect of Rome  Nazareth, Kingdom of Jerusalem 
Sign of the Cross  Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews  
 

9. Why are eggs associated with Easter?  They symbolize new life   They have a shell around the body inside, just as 
the tomb was around Jesus’ body and then was cracked open   They can be dyed pretty colors to represent joy, just as 
we have joy that Jesus has risen   All of the above  None of the above  
 

10. Why do some churches hold Easter sunrise services?   Jesus is sometimes called the light of the world    
The women are said to have come to the tomb early in the morning Easter prayer vigils were often ended as the sun 
rose   All of the above   None of the above  
 

 

 
1. What does the term ‘Lent,’ which comes from ‘lencten,’ mean? Spring  
2. How did the early church observe Lent? All of the above  
3. When did United Methodists start the ‘imposition of ashes?’ 1992  
4. Does The United Methodist Church have official rules for observing Lent? None of the above  
5. What do some United Methodists not sing at Lent? Alleluia  
6. Many people fast during Lent. How often did John Wesley fast? Twice a week  
7. When do congregations ‘strip the Lord’s Table?’ At the conclusion of Maundy Thursday worship  

         8. What does INRI mean on a crucifix? Jesus the Nazarene, King of the Jews 
         9. Why are eggs associated with Easter? All of the above  
       10. Why do some churches hold Easter sunrise services? All of the above 
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