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Lent: A Time of Intense Preparation
We are about to enter one of the most intense liturgical
times of the year. We are entering a period where we will
be experiencing more activities in the church than usual.
However, the intensity of the many activities should not
distract us from the real meaning of Lent.
Lent is meant to be a time of preparation. The idea of
forty days of preparation may come from different biblical
examples. For instance, Jesus spent 40 days in solitude,
fasting and preparing himself before starting his ministry.
Moses waited, fasting for 40 days, before going to the top
of Mount Sinai for the second time (Deuteronomy 9 & 10).
Elijah walked 40 days to Horeb. And, the march of the
Jews in the desert lasted 40 years. Thus, “forty” is a
symbolic number that expresses intense preparation.
These forty days are days of groundwork, reflection, and
spiritual conversion.
Lent is the time where we get the invitation to prepare our
hearts with intentionality. If a farmer tells you how to
properly prepare the ground, for sure he/she will tell you
that plowing is vital when preparing good soil. We have to
plow as necessary to decompress and achieve softness
in the soil of our hearts. It is plowing that enables us to
draw out debris, weeds, and non-beneficial roots. It’s
plowing that helps us prevent spiritual diseases.

us, that we usually don’t wear masks and we can see our
true selves. When we see our true selves and we
recognize where we are, we can take actions for positive
change.
Plowing is needed because in many instances the
surface may look nice and clean, while there is confusion,
darkness, and emptiness underneath. Plowing helps us
remove the stones that fill our hearts and prevent the
Word of God from going deeper in our lives. We have to
remove what is causing superficiality. We have to get rid
of what is preventing us from reaching an intimate and
deep relationship with God and the people of God.
My invitation to you is to embark on a journey of intense
preparation, so we can get our hearts ready to receive
God’s word. God wants to use your “land” to produce fruit
in abundance. God is putting seeds in your lives, so you
can serve Him better. But, you must prepare the soil for
the seed to grow and bear much fruit.
In Christ,
Pastor Luigi

Plowing means evaluating our lives, reflecting on the
Word of God, and asking the Holy Spirit’s guidance to
see what needs to be changed or removed. Plowing
means being honest with ourselves. One of the ways to
do so is by having time of intimacy with God. It is during
this time of intimacy with God, where no one else sees
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Worship News
Karen Ely

worship@laportechurch.org

Lent and Easter are quickly approaching.
During Lent, we enter into a season of preparation, selfreflection and repentance when we seek to literally “turn
around” and realign our lives and focus toward God. It is
a time to give up things as well as take on new life-giving
practices, helping us rid ourselves of distractions and our
own selfish desires. By doing so, we seek to live and love
as more faithful disciples of Jesus Christ.
The Easter Season, also known as Eastertide or the
Great Fifty Days, begins on Easter Day and ends
on Pentecost. Focusing on Christ's resurrection and
ascension and the sending of the Holy Spirit (Pentecost),
Eastertide is the most joyous and celebrative season of
the Christian year. We celebrate the good news that in
Christ’s death and resurrection we, and all creation, are
continually being made new by God’s love and saving
grace.

Ash Wednesday Worship service is scheduled for
March 6th at 7:00 p.m. First Sunday in Lent is March 10.
Palm Sunday Worship Service - April 14 at 11:00 a.m.
Maundy Thursday - April 18 at 7:00 p.m. A special
Worship service is being planned.
Good Friday - April 19 at 3:00 p.m. A special Worship
service is being planned to commemorate Christ’s
Passion, crucifixion and death (time to be determined,
watch for a future announcement).
Resurrection / Easter Sunday - A special Sunrise
Service will be held April 21 at 6:30 a.m. with other local
UMC congregations (Sheldon Woods, Indian Hollow
Reservation, Shelter 1, 38744 Parsons Road, Grafton).
There will be one Easter Service at 11:00 a.m.
REMINDER to Worship Committee Members: On
Saturday, April 13 the Palms for Palm Sunday will be
delivered to the church for us to place, and we will also
need assistance in placing the 6 banners in the windows.
Karen Ely will advise you what time to be at the church
once the delivery time has been confirmed.

Finance Updates
From Jan Heron, Finance Committee Chair
The Finance Committee has taken very seriously the
responsibility of overseeing the finances of LaPorte
United Methodist Church. In doing so, we have met many
times in the last few months to monitor the expected
shortfall for the 2018 fiscal year. To help reduce the
shortfall we reduced our contributions to the East Ohio
Conference of the United Methodist Church. We also
moved monies from some designated funds as well as
from some of our reserve funds.
These steps relieved some of our concerns, but a review
of the past few years shows that not meeting our budget
has become a pattern. This year we were able reduce the
budget by $4,000.00. The trustees have worked to find
more economical ways to cover costs and repairs, many
times by doing the repairs themselves. The committee
chairs are working with committee members to oversee
allotted budgets. And thanks to Linda Cowie, we have a
new system of weekly envelopes for contributions that
Linda Gwinn prints in the church office.
Please know that the committee will continue to work on
our financial concerns and maintain the missions of
LaPorte United Methodist Church. We appreciate your
support and your thoughts and prayers. If you would like
to join our committee now or assist us in looking forward
to 2020, please contact any member of the Finance
Committee.
From Cheryl Greenly, Treasurer
Thank you to our entire congregation for your consistent
financial support. However, 2018 brought several
financial challenges. Through your generous giving, we
fully paid for the pastor's relocation, while the parsonage
refresh costs came mostly from our separate Capital
Fund and the Missions team. Our regular Operating
Fund, used to pay everyday church expenses, such as
utility bills for the parsonage and church, staff salaries,
and supplies for the church has declined. In 2018, the
church collected 178,416.07 in the regular operating fund
while our operating expenses for 2018 were 182,120.11,
leaving us with a shortfall of nearly $4,000. Our budget
for 2018 was $222,600, so the shortfall could have been
greater but for curtailing some planned spending. For
example, we only met approximately 25% of our
apportionments to the District. The Finance committee
carefully reviewed and selected several designated funds
and our reserve funds to help minimize the shortfall.
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Our budget for 2019 has been thoughtfully reduced to
$218,600, which would meet the needs of our church and
the United Methodist Church as a whole. Please
consider this information when making your weekly or
monthly donations to the church in 2019.
If you have any questions, please see Jan Heron,
Finance Committee chairperson or Cheryl Greenly,
volunteer treasurer.

United Methodist Women
Linda Cowie, UMW President
We will be having our annual Rummage Sale on Friday,
May 17th from 9am - 4pm and Saturday, May 18 th from
9am - 3pm. Set-up will be on Wednesday and Thursday
of that week.
We will need volunteers to help with the set-up and also
to work the sale. There will be sign-up sheets beginning
first week in May.
One half of the proceeds from the sale will benefit the
General Fund. You may bring sale items to Fellowship
Hall beginning Sunday, May 12th.

Men of LaPorte You are Invited to Join LaPorte’s

United Methodist Men’s Group

Carl Smith, Chair
MEETINGS ARE
THE 2ND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH
AT 6:00 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL.
COME FOR DINNER, FELLOWSHIP, STUDY,
PRAYER, AND OUTREACH.

Cheryl Smith

missions@laportechurch.org

FUNERAL FOR A GANGSTER MURDER MYSTERY DINNER THEATER
THANK YOU SO MUCH TO ALL THOSE WHO HELPED
WITH LAPORTE’S GENERAL FUND FUND RAISER
MARCH 3. What a glorious time we had. All proceeds
went into our general fund. Again, many thanks to those
who helped and attended this wonderful event.
2019 VIM TRIP
March 31-April 13, 2019 will find the VOLUNTEERS IN
MISSION Team in South Carolina. They will help the
folks recover from recent hurricanes. Charlie Weil,
Harold Smith, Wes Eddy, and Cheryl Smith will be
representing LaPorte. Please keep these folks and the
Team in your prayers. Upon returning, they will share the
work they did in God’s honor.
FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT CONTINUES
Would you like to get to know fellow friends in
Christ? Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small
groups of about 8 people for the purpose of getting to
know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and
of course, food at a host person’s home. These
gatherings occur every other month. All are welcome to
become a part of this fellowship. This is open to all –
members and non-members of LaPorte, families (yes,
your kids can join you if you wish), singles, or couples.
You do not even have to commit to hosting. If you are
interested in participating or have questions about this
social ministry, contact Carl and Cheryl Smith (458-8288).
BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS CAMPAIGN CONTINUES
Cornerstone Pregnancy Center
1. Take a bottle.
2. Pray for the lives of unborn babies and their parents.
3. Fill the bottle with change (loose or paper) or a check
(made out to “Cornerstone Pregnancy Services”).
4. RETURN the filled bottle to LaPorte.
5. THANK YOU!! YOU HAVE BEEN A BLESSING AND
HAVE HELPED SAVE THE LIVES OF UNBORN
CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY!!
Questions see Chris Callahan or Cheryl Smith
BABY BOTTLES ARE STILL AVAILABLE IN THE
OFFICE HALLWAY BY THE LAMP READY TO FILL.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS, CONTACT
CARL SMITH OR WES EDDY.
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COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH
Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing;
community; participation. Biblical definitions include
fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, and
by the spirit. 2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times,
having all that you need, you will abound in every good
work.”
The first Sunday of each month, we celebrate communion
by the breaking of the bread and drinking from the cup in
remembrance of our Lord and Savior. Not all Christians
or people have that opportunity. Communion is an act of
sharing. We are asking each person to bring a can or
cans of food for our Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of
the month – our communion Sundays. Needed items
include: canned chicken and tuna, oatmeal, peanut butter
and jelly, bagged rice, and applesauce.
If you have any questions, contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl
Smith.
May all we do, bless others.
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED
FRIENDLY REMINDER
Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s
Shed. The clothing collected will be sent to people all
over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the
clothing out of our landfills and those in need. It is for
clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets,
pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric
scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please. Many
have donated, therefore there was a need. Tax
deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put
your donations in a bag and tie it. That helps with the
collection process.
SWISS STEAK DINNER AND DANCE
TO THE MUSIC OF THE 50’s AND 60’s
The Mission Committee/Team invites you to a SWISS
STEAK DINNER AND DANCE TO THE MUSIC OF THE
50’s/60’s on Saturday, May 11, 2019. MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!!!! SPREAD THE NEWS!!! The
Farnsworth Team is returning to share their music
and dance skills with us. Details to follow. All
proceeds go towards the many mission outreach
opportunities of LaPorte.
SPRING HELPING HANDS
LaPorte’s Spring Helping Hands Day will be
Saturday, May 18. If you are in need of yard
work or simple repairs, contact Charlie Weil.
More information will come as the date draws nearer.

POVERTY WORKSHOP
A few members of LaPorte attended a conference led
session on Poverty in January. For an hour, as part of the
session, they experienced how many in our community
live daily. The experience and session was extremely
powerful and will help as we plan outreach opportunities
for our community. Thank you - Linda Gwinn, Michelle
Johnson, Chris Callahan, Wes Eddy, and Carl & Cheryl
Smith - for attending.
SUMMER WORK MISSION WEEK
Have you ever experienced being the hands and feet of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ? It is AWESOME!!
The week of July 14-19, 2019, you will find members and
friends of LaPorte United Methodist Church at Epworth
Center in southern Ohio for a Summer Work Mission
Week. We are inviting you to join us – youth and adults,
friends and family. For many of us, it is a step out of our
comfort zone. No skilled trade is necessary, just a
willingness to serve. God uses our gifts where they are
needed – visiting with families, construction, learning to
use tools, gardening, praying, cooking. He knows where
we will be most needed. We just have to answer His
call. Please prayerfully consider joining LaPorte for a
Summer Work Mission Week and enlarge your comfort
zone. For questions or wanting to join us, contact
Cheryl Smith: cheryl_p_smith@yahoo.com or call
440-458-8288. I will contact you about our next meeting
and any other information you may need.
Love. Grow. Serve.
CHANGE FOR CHANGE
Thank you so much for helping
our children collect change for
change each month. God bless
your generous giving and those who
are receiving. Those receiving our generous offerings
have been January – Joel Penton, Stand for Truth and
February Heifer International. March will be Love INC of
Lorain County. The Missions Committee will select the
recipients for the rest of the year at their March meeting.
THANK YOU FROM THE MISSIONS
COMMITTEE/TEAM
Thank you so much for all your contributions,
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work
of LaPorte. If you would like to help out with any of our
activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions
committee/team, or have any questions/suggestions
about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith
(Chair). Our next Missions Meeting will be Monday,
March 4 at 6:00.
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Methodist Youth
Fellowship
Stacy Goetz

youthdirector@laportechurch.org

THANK YOU
On behalf of your Youth Group and the advisors that
attended the Winter Retreat in January, I would like to
thank you all for your support through prayers and
donations, which made this event possible. Because of
the impact this retreat made on the hearts of your youth,
we are planning on holding TWO, yes two, retreats in the
near future. Many blessings were bestowed upon us with
your help. Many blessing to you all.
Stacy Goetz, Youth Director
RETREAT
Something amazing occured in January at retreat.
EVERYONE felt the Holy Spirit among us. We have been
inspired to hold our own retreat! Not just inspired, but we
hunger for it! The Spirit is alive and bursting within us
and urging us to share with the world just what it feels
like. So, it comes as no surprise that when I started
working on doing a retreat, I thought to myself, “Why just
have one?” Since we want to share with as many people
as we can, it has been decided to have two, yes, two
retreats!
The first one will be held May 4, 2019 and will be a one
day, all day event. We will invite Churches throughout
Lorain County and will hold this retreat for students in
grades 5 - 12. Participants need not be active members
of the UMC, but merely wish to build a relationship with
God. The second retreat will be held either in July or
August, and that will start on a Friday afternoon and finish
on a Saturday evening. We hope to camp out for this
event.
There is much planning going on for these retreats, so if
anyone would like to help out with either one (or both) just
contact Stacy Goetz (440) 213-8109.
DISCIPLE LIGHT
“Can we go back to the mid-week study?” Music to my
ears. Starting Wednesday, March 6, 2019, at 6:30pm 7:30pm, we will start our studies back up again. This
program was started with students in grades 5 - 12, but I
would like to open the study time up to any age. We do
not follow a textbook, video series, or any written
curriculum. We randomly open our Bibles, decide from

there which scripture interests us most, dig deeper into
the Bible and find connected scriptures. We then discuss
the many ways our readings have spoken to us and just
exactly how we may apply that to our daily living. We
have been known to go on some wild goose chases using
this format, but all in all, the opportunity to share the word
of God with one another is encouraging and fruitful.
If you would like to join in on this study time, please bring
your Bible and go on the adventure with us. (April 10th at
6:30pm we will meet in the Sanctuary, as we are bringing
back worship through music. Following that service, we
will meet the first Wednesday of the month for music, with
study time on the remaining Wednesdays of the month.)

MUSIC SERVICE

April 10, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.! Mark your calendars! A
new and improved Music Service is coming back. We will
start with one Wednesday a month for now, and after the
April service, we will go to the first Wednesday of the
month. Come and make a joyful noise with us as we
Praise and Worship our God.
A Reflection from Joel Greenly

Thank you to the congregation for supporting our youth and the
best retreat ever. I was astounded by the impact of the retreat
on me. All of us bonded easily and quickly, having a fun time
together away from all technology and most of society. But
that wasn't the best part. After a Saturday cook-out dinner, we
all sat down for a candlelight worship service. I was anointed
there, and I could feel the Holy Spirit coming down on me, giving
me hope and peace in a future that's probably going to be
turbulent. Whatever happens, He will be there with me. I will
remember that feeling and the retreat for the rest of my life.

LaPorte UMC has a website, Facebook page,
and YouTube channel!
Check out our website at laportechurch.org and be sure
to like us on Facebook (@laporteumc) to keep in touch
with what the church is doing. Subscribe to us on
YouTube for sermons you’d like to hear.
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Sympathy
Our Christian sympathy, prayers and love go out to
the friends and family of the following:
Betty Jean Meier - Betty was an active member of
LaPorte UMC. She enjoyed quilting, reading, gardening,
and most of all, spending time with her great grandchildren. Her 100th birthday was celebrated last
September. Betty passed away on February 13, 2019.
William G. Reed - Bill was a passionate educator, known
by many as a principal at Midview Schools and Assistant
Superintendent. He was an active member of LaPorte
UMC, as well as other community organizations. Bill
passed away on January 15, 2019 at the age of 83.
Holly June Fabian – A life-long resident of Elyria, Holly
had been an active member of LaPorte UMC. As a
devoted first grade teacher of 30 years, she loved
teaching children to read. Holly passed away on January
12, 2019 at the age of 71.

Mr. Reed was my elementary school principal for six years, and
my friend for life.
A tribute to Mr. Bill Reed and gratitude for his family:
Thank you for letting us borrow him
Those six very impressionable years
He disciplined with a steady hand
And encouraged with a loving heart
He helped to mold us into young adults
Provided guidance at every turn
His constant presence a needed reprieve
He knew every name and each of our stories
He guided us and loved us as if we were his own
He was your husband, father, grandfather, and great- grandad
To us, he was the definition of respect
A person to learn from and love
Thank you for letting us borrow him
Cara Babel

UMCOR Sunday -March 31, 2019
Gifts to UMCOR Sunday lay the foundation for all United
Methodist Committee on Relief Work by covering the
costs of doing business. This means all contributions
designated to specific programs can go 100 percent to
those programs because UMCOR’s basic expenses are
covered.

Words of Gratitude
From Claudia Baker
Many thanks for the cards, phone calls, visits and prayers
as I recovered from my recent hip replacement surgery.
From Nancy Reed
Thanks for all the prayers and cards upon the passing of
Bill Reed. Thanks for the beautiful service and luncheon
- all were greatly appreciated.
From Mark Vale
Thanks to everyone for their cards, calls and concern
upon the passing of my brother, Roger Neumann.
From Doris Morton
Dear LaPorte UMW – I would like to thank you for the bag
of gifts and goodies that you gave me for Christmas.
They were much appreciated. I enjoyed the visit as well.
From Jonathan Wright
To the friends at Laporte UMC who helped and supported
my mother, Alice Wright, with things such as
transportation and visits – many thanks and love to all.
From Cathy Bates
Thank you for all your thoughts, prayers and notes
throughout the last couple of years. You have helped me
pull my life back together!
From Living Water International
Like a new year fills us with hope and expectation, your
gift of safe water and God’s love inspires the hearts of
thirsty people – reminding them that tomorrow can be a
better day. Thank you for giving so generously!
From Love, INC
On behalf of Love INC of Lorain County, we sincerely
thank you for your donation of $211.93 in 2018. Your
generous contribution supported our mission and vision
to love the vulnerable in our area by mobilizing churches
and volunteers to meet their needs in practical and
sustainable ways.
From Compassion International
Thank you for partnering with Compassion to bring the
hope of Christ to children and their families living in
poverty. Your generosity and kindness show children
they are valued. Your selflessness is a tangible reminder
of God’s amazing love.
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A NEW WORSHIP
SERVICE will launch

In the upcoming Lenten season, we are going to
embark on a corporate journey where we
encourage each other to have the same mind
that was in Christ Jesus.
From Tuesday March 5th through Thursday,
April 11th, you are invited to join us either on
Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. or Thursdays at 11 a.m.
as we discuss the importance and implications of
having the mind of Christ in our times. We are
also going to consider the ways we can
accomplish this Godly goal.
Come, join us for a time of fellowship as we study
the Word of God and seek to possess the same
mind-set of Christ Jesus. A “Meager Meal” of
soup and bread will be served at 6:00p.m., as
part of the Tuesday evening gatherings.

Wednesday, April 10th
and will take place on a
monthly basis on the
first Wednesday. This
new time of praising God through songs, prayers,
attentive listening and collective reflection seeks to
provide an opportunity for all people to continue growing
in the faith as passionate, worshipful, loving servants and
disciples of Jesus. It also creates a space for us to invite
those who feel disconnected from God and the church to
find redemption, hope, healing, and wholeness in the
Lord.
The format of this worship service will be one of
ACTIVE PARTICIPATION. So, this service is not about
formality nor relaxation, but about intentional engagement
with the presence of God in our midst. Our goal is to
become a biblically active community of lifetransformation. So, come and join us as we worship
together, pray for one another, and learn from what God
is doing in each other’s lives.

Ladies Spring Social
Saturday, April 27
12:30 – 3:00pm, Fellowship Hall
Tickets are $10/each, lunch is included
Sponsored by Lydia Circle
ALL ARE WELCOME!
We plan to have a speaker,
more details to follow.
Proceeds will benefit
LaPorte’s Caring Cupboard.
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Staff:
Pastor: Luigi Perez
Secretary: Linda Gwinn
Youth Director: Stacy Goetz
Choir Director: Anjanette Hignett
Organist: Marilyn Irwin
Custodian: Donna Smith
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