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1 Corinthians 13 

There is an ancient Middle Eastern tale that goes like this. In a small village, there was this man 

who owned a horse. One day the horse ran away and his neighbor came to him and said: “Bad 

luck, isn’t it? Your horse, your source of income, is gone.” The man replied: “What do I know 

about these things? Good? Bad? I don’t know.” 

A few days later the horse came back with twenty other wild horses. The neighbor came back to 

him and said, “Amazing! I guess it was not bad luck but good luck. Now you have twenty-one 

horses instead of one.” The man replied: “What do I know about these things? Good? Bad? I 

don’t know. 

A few weeks later, the man’s young son broke one of his legs trying to tame one of the horses. 

The neighbor came back and said, “Terrible, isn’t it? Your son’s leg is broken. Bad luck, these 

horses came.” The man replied: “What do I know about good luck or bad luck?” 

A few days went by and a band of raiders came into town. They were looking for recruits to join 

their gang. They were looking for all fit and able young men. When they came to the house of 

this man, they found the kid with his leg broken. The leader of the group said, “We are not going 

to take him, let’s move on.” The neighbor came back to this man and said, “Good luck your 

son’s leg is broken.” The man replied once again, “What do I know about these things? Good? 

Bad? I don’t know. 

There are times when we immediately classify our experiences in life as good or bad. For some 

reason, we arrive at conclusions only considering present circumstances. During those times, we 

develop attitudes and inclinations that are not accurate nor healthy. 

For many of us, being laid off is a terrible thing especially if you have a wife and children 

depending on your income. But, what about if I tell you that being laid off was one of the 

greatest blessings that came to the life of Robert Baumbick.  

This week, I paid a visit to my chiropractor. I got to tell you the guy is amazing. He cracks me up 

and after the alignments I feel like a new man. So, I go into the office, do the therapy, and then 

Dr. Baumbick brings me into the room for the alignment. There, we developed a conversation 

and I got to hear part of his life story.  

Robert Baumbick was a mechanical engineer. He was young, married and with children. Life 

was going well. He had a nice family. Even though engineering was not my passion, he liked it 

and what was important, it helped him provide for his family.  
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Robert Baumbick had been at General Electric for four years when he was notified of the layoff. 

You probably imagine how he felt. Devastation, fears, preoccupations were just a few of the 

things that came upon this man when he received such news. 

When he got home, Robert shared with his wife what was happening. She recognized the 

difficulties of the situation. However, she was also able to see the opportunities ahead of Robert 

Baumbick. It was then that she encouraged him to pursue his real passion: to become a 

chiropractor. It was a seeming bump in the road that made Robert Baumbick get out of his 

comfort zone and pursue his passion. Today, Dr. Baumbick says, “Ironically, what turned out to 

be the worst day of my life, was also the best day.” Good or bad? Who knows?  

The point of these illustrations is this: We cannot make conclusions based on one single event. 

We never know what lies ahead. And, what may seem a tragedy today, may be a reason for joy 

tomorrow. 

Whatever transition you are experiencing in life, don’t fill your mind with worries. Do not arrive 

at any conclusion yet. Wait for God to  reveal another glimpse of his greater purpose in your life. 

Wait and you will see that failure, defeat, unemployment, betrayals, rejection, and brokenness 

are not the last stop of your journey. I know, Paul wrote, we all know “that all things work 

together for good for those who love God” (Romans 8). 

One of the impulses we all share is the impulse to want to know what is ahead. Somehow we 

believe that knowing what lies ahead will bring us relief. By the way, I don’t believe that is 

necessarily the case. By personal experience, I know that knowing what lies ahead does not 

always give us peace. 

It may sound cliché, but it is true. It’s not about what the future holds. It’s about who holds our 

future.  

In the letter to the Corinthian Church, Paul wrote what is known today as the “Love” chapter of 

the Bible. By the way, Paul was not writing this for a wedding. Even though that’s one of the 

main ways we use this portion of Scripture, Paul was not preparing for a wedding ceremony.  

Paul was writing to a church that was in a difficult place. There were tensions and divisions. 

People were competing and fighting for power, instead of cooperating. Things were ugly in that 

community of faith. And in the midst of that ugliness, Paul reminds the Corinthians that what 

they needed to move forward and find healing and unity was love. It was not a knowledge of the 

mysteries of the world. It was not prophecy or a strong will. Love was the answer. 

In his dissertation about love, Paul writes beautiful and also challenging things. “4 Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 

others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
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always perseveres.” But here is the one phrase that struck a chord within me as I was reading. 

“Love never fails.”  

Once I heard someone say that a good way to read 1 Corinthians 13 is to God every time we see 

the word love, because God is love. And as we read and meditate on the words of Paul this 

morning, I want you to engrave in your hearts the first part of verse 8: Love/God never fails.  

So, it doesn't matter where you find yourself in life. For his name sake, God will lead you again 

to green pastures and still waters. You know why? Because Love/God never fails. It’s not about 

what the future holds. It’s about who holds our future. Love/God never fails. 

When you face situations that don’t make sense, or are full of uncertainties, or simply you don’t 

like, cling fast to God because God’s love and goodness always prevail. Make Paul’s conviction 

your own and know that no “trouble, hardship, persecution or famine, nakedness, danger, sword, 

… nothing else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 

Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:35-39).  

God’s love is with us in our highs and our lows. God’s love is with us when we feel spiritual and 

when we are unfaithful. God’s love is with us always, because God’s love never ends. God wants 

us to always remember that He loves us not for what we do but for who He is. God is love! 

I leave you in a good place not because of what I have done, but because I leave you in the 

loving arms of God and there is no better place to be.  

Love never ends…  

Amen. 


