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Love Like a Mother 
1 King 3:16-26 

In her recent TED Talk, Yifat Susskind tells several stories to emphasize the core of her 

message. From her own life experience, and the experiences of people living in places of danger 

and desolation like east Africa and Iraq, she has learned that the way to face a big crisis is to 

think like a mother. In her own words, this approach is “simple but powerful.”1 

The speaker delivered her talk before COVID-19 became a global pandemic. Even though her 

words are true for any and all occasions, I believe that on a day like today – a day of honoring 

mothers and celebrating motherhood traits – and in the midst of the circumstances the word is 

living through, her message is of the utmost importance: in uncertain times, think like a mother.  

Borrowing from her phrase, I want to encourage you this morning with these words: at this and 

every time, love like a mother. 

Most of us have been impacted in a positive way by a motherly figure. I remember the love, the 

care, the lessons, the sacrifices, the yelling, the timely and needed correction, the laughter, the 

prayers, and the tears. I believe that most of us have someone to whom we can dedicate the 

sayings of the wise king, “Many women do noble things, but you surpass them all” (Proverbs 

31:29). So, give praises to God if someone has marked your life with encouragement, dedication, 

compassion and love. 

Today, I want us to ponder on what it means to love like a mother. First, you don’t have to be a 

woman or a parent to love like mother. Motherhood is more than the act of birthing. It is the act 

of loving, caring, protecting and nurturing. 

We just heard the biblical story of two women who had babies around the same time. This was a 

critical moment for everyone involved in this account. These women were entering a new season 

in their lives. And, even the king was facing a new normal. Here is the background of the story. 

Solomon, the wisest man of all times, had become king of Israel. At the beginning of his reign, 

God appeared to Solomon in his dreams and gave the king the opportunity to ask for whatever he 

wanted. Instead of riches, power and fame, Solomon asked for wisdom. And, the event of the 

women with the two children took place right after Solomon was granted divine wisdom. In a 

sense, the story is told to exemplify the kind of wisdom God gave Solomon. However, we can 

find in this narrative the principle and the meaning of loving like a mother. 

So, these two women who were roommates conceived and delivered babies around the same 

time, only three days apart from each other. Tragedy came one night while one of the mothers  
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was in bed with her little one. During their sleep, this mother accidentally suffocated the baby by 

laying on him. I can only imagine the desperation and pain this woman experienced. So, in what 

I consider an attempt to undo an irreversible loss, this mother traded the babies. She placed the 

lifeless body next to her roommate. Then, she took the living infant and put it on her side. 

This part of the narrative hits me hard. It reminds me that not every mother thinks like a mother. 

But remember, this is not only about mothers as we usually think of this term. This is about 

human beings.  

The story reminds me that in our brokenness, we make bad choices. In our brokenness, there are 

times when we treat life like a zero sum game. We hide behind deceit and even hostility to 

protect our impulses without giving second thoughts to our feelings, actions, and their 

repercussions. 

Even though I want to encourage you to love like a mother, I also have to remind you of our 

capacity to do otherwise. Under pressure, we either are made stronger or we let our weaknesses 

take over. It is in those moments full of tension and pressure that we need to make a choice. We 

can choose to rise up and live our humanity as given to us by God in the person of Jesus and 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. Or, we can choose to sink in excuses, negligence, self-

centeredness and all of those things that corrode character and tarnish the divine image given to 

each of us. 

So, this woman exchanged the babies. However, early the next morning, when the true mother of 

the living baby was getting ready to nurse the little one, she not only noticed that the infant in her 

arms was dead. She also realized that it was not her child. 

A dispute arose. It got so heated that it received the attention of many. Somehow, the case found 

its way to the royal court. The person imparting justice was King Solomon who was freshly 

minted and had recently been blessed with divine wisdom.  

The king did not have much evidence to work with. The case presented to him was nothing more 

than a screaming match between two women who each claimed to be the mother of the surviving 

baby. Solomon needed to test their allegations. How? The king added more heat to the situation.  

In what seems a harsh approach, Solomon asked for a sword. He had the solution for the 

predicament. To settle the matter, he gave an order: “Cut the living child in two and give half to 

one and half to the other” (v. 25). In light of the royal decision, the women responded in ways 

that conflicted with each other. 

I see it very clearly in this account and life in general. Stressful situations give us an opportunity 

to either respond constructively or obstructively. Again, under pressure, we either are made 

stronger by responding with character and fortitude, or we let our weaknesses take over. 
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I believe we all have been exposed to a good amount of stress lately. I would love to take this 

opportunity and invite you to reflect on the way you are responding to such pressure. How are 

you responding to the confusion, confinement and desperation that are part of our days? How are 

you responding to the drastic and abrupt changes life has imposed in your personal as well as 

professional life?  

Think about your natural response to tensions. How do you act in the face of injustice, 

disagreements, criticism, and misunderstandings? What is your default mode when life gets 

heated? Consider these questions in prayer. Whatever answers you find, present them to God, for 

the Lord is an expert in making beautiful things regardless of the raw materials we present to 

him. 

After giving the order of splitting the child in half, one of the women was for it, the other one 

was not. One of the women was ok with pulling others down to the shadows of grief and death 

just because of her whims. The other one was ready and willing to sacrifice her rights to preserve 

life. This account beautifully represents what it means to love like a mother.  

Loving like a mother is seeking justice for those most vulnerable. Loving like a mother calls us 

to prioritize the needs of others above our “rights.” Loving like a mother calls us to sacrifice. 

Instead of trying to normalize our fears, brokenness, and whims, loving like a mother seeks to 

nurture life despite of the personal costs. Loving like a mother is not about taking; it is about 

giving. Loving like a mother is taking action and becoming part of the solution. It’s about being 

diligent and constructive.  

You and I are called to love like a mother. In the midst of crises, at all times, we can choose to be 

a life-giving presence for others. We can be part of solutions, instead of exacerbating chaos. We 

can sacrifice selflessly for the wellbeing of others. We can face unjust behaviors and seek 

restoration. I know that with God’s help, and through the power of the Holy Ghost, we all can do 

this. The choice is for us to make. 

Let us pray…  


