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When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 

place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of 

a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 

Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 

rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 

and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them 

ability.  
 

Acts 2:1-4 

 
 

 
Greetings Friends & Members of LaPorte UMC, 
 
As a youth I remember on balmy Saturday summer evenings sitting in the pits as my father would climb into his 

race car. I anticipated that special moment when the signal was made and he would zoom away. Of course, this 

happened with a cloud of dust and lots of noise as the tires attempted to find that perfect point of traction to propel 

the car down the track. As we approach the day of Pentecost, that day that was promised but seemingly came out of 

nowhere, when the Holy Spirit floored the spiritual gas pedal and was  manifested as a rushing violently-stormy-

wind – and as flaming-tongues-of-fire dancing on gathered disciples – who caught the fire with the Spirit, and spoke 

in foreign languages they didn’t know they knew, praising God – and people from all over understand what they’re 

saying in their own native languages. 

 

Pentecost is often considered the birthday of the church.  Before the events of the first Pentecost, which came a few 

weeks after Jesus’ death and resurrection, there were followers of Jesus, but no “one” movement or organized 

Church.”  What do we know about Pentecost—I know we are supposed to wear red, we hear the story about the 

flame coming down, the rushing mighty wind and speaking in tongues.  Like every other important day inserted on 

the church calendar, we listen to particular scripture, we sing certain songs, we hear a sermon, and we think we 

understand about the significance of that day. It is easy to think the it is just another church day that is highlighted in 

red! 

 

However, I ask you these points: Do you remember when you first believed in God – when you first knew God, 

when did you realize you believed in Jesus and when the Holy Spirit came into your life?  Do you remember the day 

and the time? When this happened, where you were?  Think about that for a minute.  Was there a moment, as John 

Wesley said, when your heart was “strangely warmed”?  Was there a time when you were filled with the Holy 

Spirit? 

 

The Christian experience is all about knowing-forgiving-receiving-and being commissioned to do God’s work. All 

of this is by the teaching and help of the Holy Spirit in our lives. God calls us, saves us, fills us with the Holy Spirit, 

and then allows us to be part of his glorious work. 
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Staff: 
Pastor:  Rev. William Baker 
Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 
Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 
Secretary:  Beth Feliciano 
Custodian:  Donna Smith 

Contact Us: 
 

Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org    Website: laportechurch.org 
Phone: 440-458-5717  
Office hours: Mon - Thurs: 9:00am - 2:00pm; Friday: 9:00am - Noon 
Join services by phone: 1-657-845-2289; PIN: 552 530 862# 
Guest WIFI Network: LaPorteUMC_Guest; Password: laporteguest 

Find us on Facebook, Instagram & YouTube - @laporteumc 

We are told in the scriptures that we are all disciples of Jesus; we are not THE disciples, the 12 who were with him, 

but we are the disciples of today – each and every one of us.  We are not spectators; we are disciples. We must 

support each other and help others find the way to God and know he is walking with us, all of us, every day. 

I sometimes hear people talk nostalgically about how the church used to be – what went on in the church in years 

past.  When we think fondly and longingly of the past we really aren’t even thinking too far back – 20, 30, 50 

years.  But if we look at the church historically, not just in the nostalgic past, the church goes back thousands of 

years and it has changed and evolved many times.  What are the things we need to be thinking about today and for 

the future?  To be as honest as possible, we may not have a clear picture or understanding what these things are for 

us. But, just like the disciples as the Holy Spirt fell on upon them that first day of Pentecost, when the church 

officially started, just as it was for them, we need to listen to the Holy Spirit in our hearts and be guided. We need 

to be talking with God in our hearts.  Just as the Holy Spirit guided and gave strength to how Peter and John 

approached what they did after Jesus left them, the Spirit can guide us, also.  When we feel weak or afraid or tired, 

the Holy Spirit gives us strength, if we listen. 

 

On Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out upon Jesus’s first followers, thus empowering them for their mission 

and gathering them together as a church.  We, too, can be gathered and empowered. 

 

Summer is just starting but, even so, planning for the fall is underway. My dear friends, will you help us, will you 

pray for the Holy Spirit to guide all of us in opportunities and ministries here at LaPorte UMC? Just like the 

disciples, we are called into the great commission to make disciples for Christ. We are not all asked to do big things 

like single handedly form a church and change the world dramatically, but we are empowered to do the everyday 

things that spread God’s love in the world.   Pentecost is the church’s birthday – and we, the church, are the 

disciples – you (and I) are the church – Happy Birthday to you! 

 

May we welcome the Holy Spirit’s presence as Jesus has taught us – in prayer and study of God’s word, in 

fellowship and sharing – waiting expectantly for the Spirit’s leading – ready to be amazed and blessed anew – as 

we reflect on the words of the old hymn – 

 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us – 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us – 

Melt us, mold us – fill us, use us – 

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. 

 

And with hearts united in God’s all-gracious love, may we join again (and yet again) in the Spirit’s glad Amen! 

 

Blessings,  

Pastor William 
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General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 
Sundays 8:00am - Men’s Study 
  8:30am - Coffee Hour 
  8:30am - Community Breakfast (last Sunday of the month) 
 9:30am - Adult Sunday School  
       Sunday School for all ages (in library) 
 9:30am - Youth Discipleship 
 11:00am - Worship Service (also offered livestream and online) 
 3:00pm - Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (1st & 3rd Sundays of the month) 
 

Mondays 6:18pm - 6:18 Prayer Group 
 7:00pm - Stephen Ministry (1st Monday of the month) 
 7:00pm - Prayer Shawl Ministry (3rd Monday of the month) 
 

Wednesdays 9:30am - Ladies’ Bible Study  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Sympathy . . . 
 
  

 We extend our sympathy to the 
family of Maxine Smith who passed away 
on April 8, 2022. 

Birthdays 
 

If you don’t see your birthday list, please call the  church office and we’ll make sure you’re 
on the list!! 

July 
 

 2:  Randy Shuster 
4: Barb Ricketts, Terri Smith 

7: Donna Smith 
  8:  Chuck Oplinger 

11: Stacy Goetz 
22:  Sherry Rimstadt 

24: Al George 
27:  Barb Bodnar, Lukas Smith 

28: Carolyn Bruce, Claire Polak 

June 
 

 5:  Denise Burkey 
 9:  Eric Anderson 
11: Julianna Cruz 

12:  Benjamin Babel 
17: Barb Shuster 
29: Rick Smith 

Sympathy . . . 
 
 

 We extend our sympathy to the 
family of Phyllis Haynes who passed away 
on April, 2022. 
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LaPorte Family & Friends: 
 

 We saw God’s grace in all the caring people that 
reached out to us during Mom’s passing. A heartfelt 
thank you for all the prayers, hugs, words of  comfort, 
cards, and love extended to us. They all helped as we 
watched Mom enter into our Lord’s arms. She 
will be forever in our hearts. 
 

Blessings to all, 
The Family of  Maxine Smith 

Dear Friends of LaPorte, 
 

My memories are wonderful from all the time I worked 

there and I hold each of you dear to my heart. 
 

I’m so grateful with the generosity you are showing me 

in my illness. I know there are many prayers going up for 

me and your cards are such an inspiration. I see them 

coming from different groups and so glad to see LaPorte 

so active. I also received a prayer shawl from the church 

that means so much to be me because I know you made 

it with love and prayers. 
 

Thank you so much for touching my heart from miles 

always. I haven’t received very good news from my 

doctors so please keep your prayers coming! 
 

Blessings & Thanks, 

Sherry Rimstadt 

We have had so many words of 
gratitude and appreciation for the 
prayer shawls that were handed 
out on May 8.  It is a blessing to us 
to be able to make these. We pray 
that they may be a comfort to 
those that use them during times 
of difficulty. Please let us know if 
you would like one to give away or 
for yourself. 

 
Sue Van Arsdale and 

The Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 

Dear Friends ~ 
 
 Following complicated surgery, I have 
completely recovered. Thanks to everyone 
for your cards, calls and prayerful concern. 
Your consideration is so appreciated. I could 
feel the love!!! 
 
      Marlene Jacobs 

What a wonderful evening we         

had at the Swiss Steak Dinner & 

Dance on May 7! Great    fellowship! 

Great music! Great food! THANK  

YOU for support of this event. THANK 

YOU, Larry & Pat Farnsworth, for 

providing the great music for our lis-

tening, dining and dancing pleasure. 

THANK YOU to those who donated 

time and supplies. THANK YOU to 

those who gave their time to help. We 

had a very fun and successful evening, 

supporting the projects of LaPorte. 

Blessings to you all! 
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 

Serving God Through Serving Others 
 

CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

 Change for Change is weekly. A labeled bucket is 

sitting near the offering box each Sunday for you to deposit 

your change. The bucket is labeled as to the outreach 

LaPorte’s change will be shared.  

 

The collection for the months of April, May, and June will 

go towards LaPorte’s Fellowship Activities - monthly luncheons/dinners with programs/activities. The 

goal is to target different age groups/interest and times to not just limit this to LaPorte’s senior 

members. Thank you for making a difference in the lives of others! 

 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

 Thanks to all of  you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed. The clothing collected is sent 
to people all over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of  our landfills 
and helps those in need. The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household 
goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag 
and tie it.  

You, my brothers and sisters, were 

called to be free. But do not use your 

freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 

serve one another humbly in love. For 

the entire law is fulfilled in keeping 

this one command: Love your 

neighbor as yourself. 
 

Galatians 5:13-14 

mailto:missions@laportechurch.org
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
SAMARITAN’S PURSE  

 

 LaPorte is continuing in the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS 

CHILD project of collecting items for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Each month is 

focused on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled boxes/tubs are 

available across from the church office for you to place items. Monthly listings 

are available on the containers and available for you to take with you. If you 

see items that have already been collected or are in the future to be collected, 

they may be donated at any time.  
 

 A few reminders: 

                ~ items must fit inside a shoebox 

                   ~ multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 

 

~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy 

guns, knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes 

(powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes 

or glass containers; aerosol cans 

 

~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new. 

 

Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for 

shoebox items throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 
 

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
 

January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 

February – Accessories 

March – Quality Crafts 

April – Stuffed Animals 

May – Hygiene Items 

June – Toys 

July – Clothing Items 

August – School Supplies 

September – Games 

October – Letters and Photos 

November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 

December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work of 

LaPorte. Let us continue to reach out to our community. May God bless you as  

you bless others! 
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Updates from Good Knights 
 

Below are excerpts from the Good Knights May Newsletter 

regarding bed builds and delivery dates. There is also a need for 

blankets, comforters and pillows. See the article for specifics and 

where you may drop items off. 
 

 We have an immediate need for NEW blankets, NEW twin sized 

comforters, and NEW pillows for children, ages 3-18. Drop off  locations include: 
 

 Colonial Barbershop - 121 Herrick Ave., Wellington 

 Elyria Dry Cleaners - 470 N. Abbe Rd., Elyria 

 The Clothing Loft Boutique - 1917 Cooper Foster Park Rd., Amherst 
 

********* 
 

 Mark those calendars! 

 We will be having a bed build at the shop the second Tuesday of  every month, at 6:00pm. 

Everyone is welcome and this is also a great way for high school students to get service hours. 

Students under 18 need an adult with them. (June 4, 14 and July 12) 
 

 We will be make deliveries on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings every week. If  you are 

interested in helping out with these deliveries, please contact Jeff  at Jeff@goodknightsoflc.org. We 

will also be having large deliveries on the 4th Saturday of  the month (June 25 and July 23). 

Deliveries will be added as requests are received. 
 

********* 

 Goals are meant to be reached! Total beds delivered by Good Knights of  Lorain County is 794. 

Year to date is 229. We are hoping to reach a goal of  1,200 beds delivered by the end of  2022! 

 

Clothe-A-Kid 

2022/2023 School Year 
 

Yes, it is time to plan for the opening of  school in the fall. LaPorte will again partner with Love 

INC of  Lorain County to provide school clothing for children within our community. As of  this 

printing, no information has been received as to this year’s process. When the information is 

available, it will be shared. Please pray for the children of  Lorain County and how you may 

bless them this coming school year! 
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Methodist Youth Fellowship 

Stacy Goetz, Youth Director 

Congratulations to our 2022 High School and 
College Graduates! 

 

Claire Anderson - Midview High School 
Joel Greenly - Midview High School 

James Feliciano - Ashland University (Beth Feliciano) 
 

From Barb Bodnar: 
Faith DeVendencie - The Ohio State University 

Gino DeVendencie - St. Ignatius High School 
Luke Beeman - Boardman High School 

Steak Fry Fundraiser 
Saturday, June 25, 
4:00pm to 6:00pm 

 

Join us for an amazing 
dinner, music, basket 
raffle and a chance to win a door prize! All 
money raised will support the youth group’s 
effort to bring clean water and shelter to a 
community in South Africa. We will be 
supporting this mission through Food for the 
Poor. Proceeds will also be used to continue 
supporting their sister through Compassion 
International. Tickets may be purchased by 
contacting the church at 440-458-5717 during 
office hours or by chasing down Stacy or any 
of the youth group members on any Sunday 
before the event. Tickets are $25.00 for steak, 
potato, salad, roll and all the fixings. Can’t 
forget the dessert! We will also have 
children’s meals available for $5.00. 
 

As always, donations are graciously accepted 
if you choose to do a bit more. We thank you 

for your support in making our missions 
possible! Philippians 4:13 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday, June 16 at 7:00pm 
 

Join the Youth Group in the Fellowship 
Hall for a night of  board & card games, 
fellowship and snacks! Snacks will be 
provided but feel free to bring some-
thing to share. Don’t forget to put your 
game face on! 
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With summer comes fresh local fruit. I thought I’d 

share one of  my husband, Bill’s, favorite recipes, 

courtesy of  Barefoot Contessa. Enjoy! ~Beth 

Also, we’re looking for a good chocolate pie recipe! 
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Events & Opportunities . . . 

Everyone is invited to June’s Faith & 

Fellowship Gathering on Sunday, June 

12, following morning worship. Bring a 

dish to share and your own table 

service. Mark your calendars to join 

us! If you have any questions,  

see Cheryl Smith. 

LaPorte Fellowship Activities 
 

*Wednesday, June 8 at noon* 

*Wednesday, July 13 at noon* 

 

Everyone is invited! The menu varies 

from month-to-month. The Chosen 

video series is being watched and 

discussed. Sign-up sheets to attend are 

in the entryway on the Missions’ table 

or you may call the church office. If 

you would like to help with the 

planning and luncheon, please contact 

Cheryl Smith. 

Wednesday, June 1 from 

10:00am to 2:00pm 

Saturday, June 4, from 

10:00am to 2:00pm 
 

Join us on either day or both, 

as we spruce of the church. 

There are many projects, 

inside and out - something for 

everyone. Project lists are 

posted in the Narthax. Lunch 

will be provided. If you have 

any questions, see Carl Smith. 

 
EVERYONE IS WELCOME! 

 
The last Sunday of the month 

(June 26 & July 31) 
8:30am – 10:00am 

 

 

Due to many conflicts and few folks coming out, the 
Simple Walk with God and Friends ended with the 
May 28th walk. If there is interest in the future, we 
can resume this glorious morning walk. Thank you 
to the faithful - we truly enjoyed the quiet mornings 
in the park with our God and friends! 
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