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The Belltower 
LaPorte United Methodist Church 

2071 Grafton Rd. 
Elyria, OH  44035 

(440) 458-5717 
Email:  laporteumc@laportechurch.org 

Website:  laportechurch.org 

June/July 2021            “Loving people transformed by a loving God”      Since 1825 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of faith. 

Galatians 6:9-10 
 

Dear Friends and Members of LaPorte UMC, 
 
When Christ rose he promised that he would return and, since then, his followers have been longing for “the 
day.” We have longed to be reunited with loved ones who have gone before us to be with Christ. We want to see the 
spiritual heroes that have inspired and guided us. We know on that day we will be part of the mass gathering of 
people that will be robed in white coming from every tribe, language, nation, and tongue and we will worship the 
lamb together. However, most of all, we look forward to being in the presence of Jesus forever and having the 
ability to see him clearly, finally and fully giving him the glory due his name. Oh what a day!   
 
We have been afforded many learning opportunities in the last 14 months. I think this season of waiting and longing 
can easily be seen as a microcosm of the Christian life. We have longed to see one another’s faces. We have been 
praying for long-standing sin issues to be gone. We have missed gathering in person, worshiping the lamb, 
unhindered by viral disease, infectious sin, concerns from without and concerns from within, from political and 
social unrest. We want Jesus to be known and adored, for his saving power, to be embraced by people separated 
from him. These months have proven to us that we need our savior and King. In many ways it has seemed that we 
have been waiting too long! 
 
I wonder if how we are waiting now in Christ could be seen as a sort of indicator of how we have been waiting in 
the longer term, waiting for his return. I wonder if our ability to love one another, bear with one another, serve one 
another, and speak the truth in love to one another now is representative of how we normally” do these things. I 
wonder if the compassion, gentleness, humility, kindness, or lack thereof that we show is simply reflections of who 
we are, of where we are in respect to our longer journey, the reflection of the work that God’s Spirit has done and 
has yet to do in us. I wonder.  
 
So as things begin to open and resume this summer, we continue to still live as people in waiting in a world that is 
broken, maybe no longer waiting for freedom from a virus, but freedom from waiting—let’s not grow weary.  If 
nothing else, these last months have proven that we can wonder and wander together! We have been strong, 
resilient, courageous, intentional, and faithful in our waiting. We have stood in wonder of the beauty, power, and 
love of Jesus Christ that sanctifies us and keep us from stumbling. Let's wonder at his work in us that can make us 
quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to get angry. Let’s wonder at his ability to both keep us in his love and keep 
us loving one another. Let’s wonder at the scarred hands, pierced side, and risen body of Christ. As weary wanderers 
let us go to the one who can truly give us rest while we wait and while we wonder and wander together, perhaps as 
we keep running to him, we may find ourselves not so weary after all.  
 
We see our calendars filling with events and activities. VBS and Kingdom Sports Camp are planned. Community 
meals and coffee hour are returning along with mission opportunities and other church activities. It is a time to 
ponder where we have been and where we want to go as individuals and as a church.  
 
- Continued on Page 3 
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General Schedule 
Please check weekly announcements for updates. 

 

Sundays 8:00am   Men’s Study - (at LaPorte) 
 

 9:30am    Adult Sunday School - (at LaPorte). Also offered remotely - please contact Dave       
Van Arsdale for access info at dvanar@yahoo.com. 

 

 11:00am   Worship Service - In-person; also offered livestream and later posted online. 
 

 3:00pm    Methodist Youth Fellowship Meeting (see MYF updates on Page 7) 
 

Mondays 6:18pm     6:18 Prayer Group (at LaPorte) 
 

Wednesdays 9:30am    Ladies’ Bible Study (at LaPorte) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Words of Thanks . . .  
From Ethan Greenly: 
 Thank you to everyone who sent me graduation cards or wished me congratulations in person. I am blessed to have grown up in 
such a loving and kind church. Thank you for all the support you have given me during my past four years at Grove City College! 
 

From Barb Bodnar: 
 Thank you for all the cards and  support I received  from Ken’s passing. It was sincerely appreciated! 
 

From Renee Bush: 
 Thank you for the cards and  prayers during the difficult time of my dad’s passing. It meant a lot to me to know we were in your 
prayers! 

Sympathy 
 

We extend our Christian sympathy, love and prayers to the family and friends of Barb Bodnar in the  passing of Ken on 
Friday, May 21, 2021. He was born April 29, 1942, to John & Helen Bodnar in Struthers, Ohio. He served in the 
U.S. Air Force for four years and worked for 32 years as a truck driver for Giant Eagle. He also volunteered his time 
at the Ronald McDonald House. Survivors include his wife, Barbara, children, Troy, Rob (Kathy), Debbi (Jim) 
Beeman, stepchildren, Pam (Richard) Hilling, Jim (Laura) DeVengencie, Jeff (Kari) DeVengencie and 14 
grandchildren. He was preceded in death by his parents. 

-Continued from Page 2 
 
I think as we have waited, wondered and wandered these fourteen months, it has taught us the importance and lack of 
importance of possessions and activities that seemed so dear to us before this experience.  In the midst of this wait-
ing, wondering and wandering, one pastor has left and another has arrived, we lost some to sickness and death. It has 
been tough, but we have been victorious! 
 
Hallelujah, thankfully we have arrived and the dawning of a new day for us and the church! I hope we do not spend 
much time trying to be the people and churches we were before the pandemic. Rather, I hope and pray we see new 
realities and opportunities that are before us. I hope we take our history, our traditions, our memories, and keep them 
dear to us as we forge new paths of ministry and relational connections with our communities. I hope we remember 
what is important and what in not important. The future is new and bright before us, let us work and bask in its pres-
ence and calling! Our gracious God has plans for us! 
 

For I know the plans I have for you, “declares the Lord,” plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future. -Jeremiah 29:11 

 
Blessings Pastor William  
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Celebrating God’s Blessings to Us 
Caring Cupboard Outreach 

 

Share God’s many blessings by donating non-perishable food items for our Caring Cupboard. 
Caring Cupboard donations are collected on the first Sundays of the month, which are Communion 
Sundays (the next one is Sunday, July 4).  However, your donations are gladly received at any time. Items 
of need include: canned chicken and tuna, oatmeal, pancake mix, syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit & 
vegetables, and applesauce.  Let us take this opportunity to share our love with those in need.  If you 
have any questions, contact the church office or Cheryl Smith.   May all we do bless others. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Flowers for the Altar 
 

Flowers add a beautiful touch to our worship services. If you would like to provide flowers for any of 
the remaining Sundays in 2021, please use the sign-up chart on the bulletin board located in the 
Narthex. If you have questions, please call the church office. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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LaPorte Missions News 
Cheryl Smith, Chair missions@laportechurch.org 

 
MISSION MEETING 

 

 An OPEN Mission Meeting is scheduled for Friday morning, July 9 at 10:00am. Anyone interested in 

attending is welcome. We will be planning the SILENT AUCTION/PASTA DINNER to be held on Saturday, 

October 2. Contact Cheryl Smith if there are any questions. 

 

ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
 

 Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s Shed. The clothing collected is sent to people all 

over the world. It helps our environment by keeping the clothing out of our landfills and helps those in 

need. The shed is for clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed 

toys only. No rags, fabric scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please. Tax-deductible sheets are 

located on the shed. Please put your donations in a bag and tie it.  

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

SAMARITAN’S PURSE YEAR -LONG PROJECT 
 

 LaPorte is participating in the year-long OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD project of collecting items 

for the Christmas Shoeboxes. Each month we focus on specific items to be included in the boxes. Labeled boxes/

tubs are available across from the church office for you to place items. Monthly listings are available on the 

containers and available for you to take with you. If you see items that have already been collected or are in 

the future to be collected, they may be donated at any time.  
 

A few reminders: 

                ~ items must fit inside a shoebox 

                ~ multiple items will be placed in each shoebox 
 

~Do Not Include - candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, 

knives, or military figures; chocolate or food; seeds; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; drink mixes (powdered or 

liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable items such as snow globes or glass containers; 

aerosol cans 
 

~Gently used items are ok - make sure all the parts and pieces are there and it looks fairly new. 

 

Savvy shoppers know that they can impact more children around the world for eternity by looking for shoebox 

items throughout the year. Let’s bless and delight boys and girls around the world. 
 

 

     MONTHLY COLLECTIONS 
January – Hats, Scarves, Gloves 

February – Accessories 

March – Quality Crafts 

April – Stuffed Animals 

May – Hygiene Items 

August – School Supplies 

September – Games 

October – Letters and Photos 

November – Donations for shipping ($9/box) 

December – Pray for the children receiving the boxes 

mailto:missions@laportechurch.org
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CHANGE FOR CHANGE 
 

 Change for Change is weekly. A labeled bucket is sitting near the offering box each Sunday for you to 

deposit your change. The bucket is labeled as to the outreach LaPorte’s change will be going to. The collection 

for the months of July, August, and September will go towards Smile Train – putting smiles on faces 

all around the world. THANK YOU FOR MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE LIVES OF OTHERS. 

 

LITTLE DRESSES FOR AFRICA 
 

 We continue to have the opportunity to be the “hands and feet of Christ”. If anyone is interested in 

sewing pillowcase dresses, please contact Terri Smith or Cheryl Smith. We can give you the patterns. Or go to 

their website – www.littledressesforafrica.org. Samples of the little dresses are in the Narthax. This is part of 

the article that explains the reason and need for these dresses. “Because girl orphans are the most devalued 

and abused in their culture, and face such oppression, it is the mission of Little Dresses for Africa to plant in 

the hearts of these little girls that they are worthy. It is reported that girls wearing a new little dress are 

much less likely to be abducted, abused or molested because the new little dress shows that someone cares 

about them.” Again, questions and/or patterns - contact Terri or Cheryl. This is an ongoing outreach. The 

more dresses we make and send, the more girls we save. 

 

ON JULY 11, ALL DRESSES COLLECTED BY JULY 10 WILL BE BLESSED AND THEN MAILED. 

WE WILL DO THIS 2-3 TIMES A YEAR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLOTHE-A-KID 2021/2022 SCHOOL YEAR 
 

 Yes, it is time to plan for the opening of school in the fall. LaPorte will again partner with Love INC of 

Lorain County to provide school clothing for children within our community. The specifics are as follows: 
 

Follow the specific clothing order that will be given you.  All clothes need to be new, modestly priced 

(avoiding expensive brands), practical, and washable.  No shoes or winter coats.  Budget of $75 - $90 to 

get 2 pairs of pants or jeans, 3 pairs of socks, 2 shirts or blouses, and 3 pairs of underwear.  School 

supplies are optional. 
 

 If you feel you can support a child (or children) with clothing items for the 2021/2022 school year, 

please let the church office or Cheryl Smith know (phone or email) by July 1. You will receive the names and 

information for shopping the beginning of July. If you wish to donate or have someone shop for you, please let 

us know that, too. All monetary donations are due by July 15.  Any questions??  Please contact Cheryl Smith. 

We will be a distribution site for Clothe-a-Kid on Saturday, August 21. If you would like to help with that, let 

Cheryl know. Thank you for thinking and praying about blessing the children of Lorain County. 

 

 

******* 

 

Thank you so much for all your contributions, support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 

of LaPorte. Let us continue to reach out to our community. May God bless you as you bless others! 

http://www.littledressesforafrica.org/
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Trustee Corner 
Charlie Weil           trustees@laportechurch.org 

 
 

 Hopefully, everyone is enjoying the facelift to the flower beds around the 
church. A special thanks to the anonymous donor of funds to buy roses, an azalea, 
a hydrangea, and several perennial flowers. Also, a big thanks to Carl, Cheryl and 
Matt Smith for the removal and disposal of several old, dilapidated bushes, 
evergreens and tree stumps. Additional thanks to the volunteer landscaping crew 
that did all the planting, and mulching consisting of Reverend Baker, Cheryl 
Smith, Rita Thompson, Dave Van Arsdale, Chuck Oplinger, Ray Stevens, and 
myself. 
 
 During the month of May we were able to replace the old video projector in 
the sanctuary with a new state of the art projector. The old projector was beginning 
to show signs of imminent failure. The new projector is 33% brighter and has 
higher definition images. A special thanks to the crew that erected and removed 
the scaffolding from the sanctuary. The crew consisted of Al (boss) Gilder, Carl 
(high wire) Smith, Reverend Baker, Neal Gimben, and me. 
 
 Receipt of an anonymous gift towards the audio/visual upgrade will permit 
us to make the next step which is to replace the existing analog sound board with a 
state-of-the-art digital sound board. We should be making this happen in the next 
one to two months. This would leave only the third piece of the program to replace 
the existing Omni directional speaker with improved speakers in the front of the 
sanctuary and selective replacement of microphones. 
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Methodist Youth Fellowship 
                    Stacy Goetz, Youth Director 
                  youthdirector@laportechurch.org 
 
 

 
A huge THANK YOU to everyone who helped out with the Youth Group’s 
fundraiser! Your help is always appreciated. We hope you enjoyed your pizza! If 
you did not get a chance to participate, donations to the Youth Group are always 
appreciated as well. Many blessings! 

________________ 
 

The youth spent Saturday, May 29, at the church for a mini-retreat. Our topic was “Spiritual Gifts” 
and we all learned new things about ourselves and each other. Some very deep conversations were 
held and the heart-felt attitude present was refreshing to witness in this crazy world. We also 
planted our flower bed (the one with the cross) and the planters. Thank you to everyone who helped 
make this day possible. 

________________ 
 

Saturday, June 12, is Youth Annual Conference. We look to have a great time here in LaPorte, as the 
conference is virtual. This year’s theme is “Sent”. 

________________ 
 

Sunday, June 20, is Father’s Day and it is also Youth Sunday. Your youth are excited to take on the 
roles of leadership in our church. Whether you join us in person or virtually, we look forward to the 
day. 

________________ 
 

In other news . . . 

 
VBS is just around the corner. Please consider volunteering your time for this 

important ministry. There will be much work to do ahead of time and during. 

 

When is it, you ask?  July 5th thru 9th, in the evening from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. 

 

Sign up to help out; donate or loan items (a wish list is on the easel in the Narthex) and don’t forget to 

sign up your kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, neighbors. . . 

 

Looking forward to seeing you there!  Below you may find the QR code that will take you to the 

registration form for VBS. 

mailto:youthdirector@laportechurch.org
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Fellowship & Outreach Opportunities . . . 
 

UNITED METHODIST MEN  
JULY 4TH PICNIC 

 
 Following worship on Sunday, July 4, the men will be sponsoring a 4th of  July Picnic.  All 
you need to bring is an appetite. If  you have any questions, contact Carl Smith. 

 

“FELLOWSHIP FOR 8 KICK-OFF” 

& 
MEET REV. WILLIAM & VICKIE 

 
 Everyone is invited to Carl & Cheryl Smith’s home, Saturday, July 10 at 6:00pm to 
fellowship and meet Rev. William & Vickie. Bring a chair and a dish to share. The address is 
12001 Robson Road, Grafton. Please RSVP to Cheryl by July 8 – (440)396-0337. Come and join 
the fun. OPEN TO ALL. Hope to see you there! 
 

PICNIC TABLE BUILD DAY 

SATURDAY, JULY 17 

8:30am to Completion 
FUN & FELLOWSHIP GUARANTEED 

 
 No skills required. There will be a job for everyone. Come and help with the beginnings of  
LaPorte’s new gathering area. 
  

Church Offering Envelopes 

If you need offering envelopes, please 
let Beth in the church office know by 

sending an email 
(laporteumc@laportechurch.org) or  

calling (440-458-5717) and envelopes 
will be produced for you.   

Check out our website at 
laportechurch.org 
Here you will find: 

*Sermons both in video and PDF format 
*Upcoming events 

*Past newsletters  
Find us on Instagram: @laporteumc 

Also, subscribe to our YouTube page  
and like us on Facebook! 

mailto:laporteumc@laportechurch.org
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Getting to know Beth, our new secretary… 
 
Beth grew up in Wellington, graduating from 
Wellington High School (Go Dukes) in 1989. She 
met her husband, Bill, thru a blind date set up by his 

aunt and uncle, in the 
church she grew up in. 
They were married in September 
of 1995. They have one son, 
James. He is 22 and will be a 
senior art education major at 
Ashland University in the fall. 
Her husband works in Valley 
View at Premier Truck Parts. 

 
Beth enjoys cooking, reading, coloring ( Johanna Basford is my favorite 
artist) and anything British. Her family and love for the Lord are top 
priorities. Bill, Beth and James (when he’s home from school) attend 
Fellowship Church in Wellington.  
 
Her parents live in Wellington, as does her youngest 
brother, Tim, and his family. Her sister, Amy, lives in 
Milan with her family and another brother, 
Christopher, and his wife, live in their grandparents 
former home in Oberlin. It’s all crazy fun when they 
are together!!  
 
Beth loves working in a church atmosphere. She was previously a legal 
secretary and then the secretary at First Baptist Church in Wellington. 
She is enjoying working/serving (it’s all for the Lord!!) at LaPorte and 
meeting and talking with everyone that comes by and calls!  


