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BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES  
FOR THE NEW YEAR 

A New Year is about to unfold before us. Every time I see 
the dawning of an event (e.g. a new day, new season in 
life, a New Year, etc.), I am reminded that “starting over” 
is a gift from God who is the King of new beginnings. A 
New Year provides us with a wonderful opportunity to 
reflect on the things we have done and accomplished. It 
gives us the opportunity to set a different course, 
establish new goals, reach new heights and try new 
things.  

I want to share with you some Biblical principles as we 
get ready for the journey ahead, a journey that will be full 
of blessings and also challenges. I hope and pray that 
these Scriptural steps will help you seize this new start 
and make the most of it. I trust that as you put them into 
practice you will find joy, vigor and great fulfillment.  

These principles are found in the first chapter of the book 
of Joshua. They were the commands God gave Moses’ 
helper before the Hebrew people began a new season in 
their lives, the conquering of the Promised Land. So, here 
you go. 

 LISTEN TO THE VOICE OF GOD…  

 The first verse of the book of Joshua says that 
God spoke to Moses’ former assistant, who was 
now the new leader of the Hebrew nation. 
Joshua listened carefully. Dear friends, God 
speaks through the written word, through people 
and also the circumstances of life. Be willing, 
alert, and ready to receive the word of God in all 
the forms that are presented to us. 

 BURY THE PAST… 

 God told Joshua, “Moses my servant is dead.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now then, you and all these people, get ready to 
cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to  
give to them—to the Israelites” (Joshua 1:2 NIV). 
Moses represented the past generation, a 
stubborn and fearful people. The principle is: 
bury your past. Do not dwell in it. Bury the 
bitterness, negative mentalities, self-centered 
attitudes, rigidity, and unwillingness to risk, etc. 
Let your best memories propel you into the future 
instead of keeping you hostage. Get ready to 
walk into a new beginning in victory. 
 

 GET UP AND START WALKING…  

 The Bible continues by saying, “I will give you 
every place where you set your foot, as I 
promised Moses” (Joshua 1:3 NIV). Stand up, 
ACT, do not leave things on the planning phase. 
Follow through with your resolutions. Know that 
moving into the future requires concrete actions. 
God has promised to give us every place where 
we set our feet (e.g. a place of sobriety, 
wholeness, financial stability, peace…). But for 
that to happen, we must begin to walk and take 
the necessary steps to enter such territories.  

 FIX YOUR EYES ON THE BIG PICTURE  

 “Your territory will extend from the desert to 
Lebanon, and from the great river Euphrates, 
land of the Hittites, to the Mediterranean Sea, 
which lies to the west” (Joshua 1:4 NIV). Do not 
look just at small fragments of your life. Focus 
on what God has done in and through you. Give 
attention to God’s promises to get a complete 
and clear picture of your life. 
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 LONG FOR AND BE AWARE OF THE PRESENCE OF GOD…  

 “As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will 
never leave you nor forsake you” (Joshua 1:5 
NIV). Remember, the most important thing in 
your life is the presence of God! Appreciate, 
enjoy and live in God’s presence. 

 LIVE BY BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES… 

 “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; 
meditate on it day and night, so that you may be 
careful to do everything written in it” (Joshua 1:8 
NIV). Put it in your heart every word that God 
has given as commandments, and stick to it. 
Make sure that everything you do is in accord 
with the Bible and brings honor to God. Make 
the word of God the bracket that supports your 
family. Welcome into your life only those things 
that pass the test of the Holy Scriptures. 

 WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY FEAR…  

 “Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go” 
(Joshua 1:9 NIV). There will be things that will 
make you tremble, but fear not. Live with the 
conviction and certainty that God is with you 
wherever you go. If you do this, you will 
experience peace. You will have the assurance 
that regardless of the outcome, God is at work 
making all things unfold in the proper way. 

It is my desire that you have a wonderful, prosperous and 
happy New Year.  

In Christ, 

Pastor Luigi 

 

United Methodist Women 
 

Linda Cowie, UMW President 
 

UMW would like to thank the ladies of Lydia Circle for all 
of their help packing Christmas gift bags for our 
homebound members.  Also, thanks go out to all those 
who lent a helping hand in baking and decorating the 
delicious cookies that were included in the Christmas 
food baskets.  Your efforts were greatly appreciated and 
warmed the hearts of those we served. 
 
     

 
 

 
Karen Ely   worship@laportechurch.org 
 

Thank you to the Worship Committee and members of 
the congregation who assisted in our annual “Hanging of 
the Greens” for Advent and Christmas.  The poinsettias 
that were ordered by the congregation really made the 
sanctuary lovely as well as the wooden candle holders 
donated by Bill Reed and used in the Advent services.  
 

On Sunday, January 6 after the worship service, the 
Worship Committee will take down all the trees and 
decorations and repack them for next year.  Once again, 
we invite the congregation to assist us.   
 

In 2019 Karen Ely will form a small sub-group, consisting 
of Worship Committee members and others with 
decorating experience and talents.  The purpose of the 
group will be to brainstorm and determine which old, worn 
out decorations need to be replaced and discuss the 
possibility of having a Worship Committee Fund-raising 
event. 
 
Starting in January instead of having a separate 
Announcement Reader and Lay Reader, the same 
person will do BOTH.  This will make scheduling easier.  
If you are interested in doing this, please contact  
Karen Ely. 

 

Finance Update 
 

We are trying something new this year regarding our 
offering envelopes. It has become cost-prohibitive to use 
the boxed envelope system we have always used, so we 
have come up with an alternate plan. 
 
Linda Gwinn will be printing the offering envelopes 
quarterly. They will have your assigned number on them 
but will not have dates. They will also be slightly larger 
than the envelopes we currently use.  We ask that, when 
sealing them, you only moisten the tip of the flap to make 
opening easier for those doing the counting.  We also ask 
that, when you are at church, you pick up your pack of 
envelopes as we do not have enough to meet bulk 
mailing prices. 
 
We will be reviewing this method during the year to 
determine how well it is working and we are also looking 
into other ways to make contributions. 

Linda Cowie, Financial Secretary 
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Men of LaPorte -  
You are Invited to Join LaPorte’s  

United Methodist Men’s Group 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  
           

Carl Smith, Chair 

 

MEETINGS ARE  
THE 2ND MONDAY OF EACH MONTH 
AT 6:00 PM IN FELLOWSHIP HALL. 

 

COME FOR DINNER, FELLOWSHIP, STUDY,  
PRAYER, AND OUTREACH. 

  
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS, CONTACT 

CARL SMITH OR WES EDDY. 
   
 
 
 

 
Cheryl Smith missions@laportechurch.org 

 
CORNERSTONE PREGNANCY CENTER 

Relationship Building Afternoon 
On Wednesday, December 12, Chris Callahan and Linda 
Gwinn visited with Cornerstone Pregnancy Center’s 
Wednesday Mother’s Club to establish a relationship with 
the group. Gift bags of a LaPorte Mug, box of tea bags, 
hot cocoa package, warm & fuzzy socks, chapstick and 
lotion were given to each of the moms. Gift bags of a 
Christmas book, craft, and tumbler were offered for any of 
their small children. It is our hope that this relationship 
can grow throughout the year. 

 
BABY BOTTLE BLESSINGS CAMPAIGN CONTINUES 

Cornerstone Pregnancy Center 
1. Take a bottle (available in the office hallway).  
2. Pray for the lives of unborn babies and their parents. 
3. Fill the bottle with change (loose or paper) or a check 
(made out to “Cornerstone Pregnancy Services”). 
4. RETURN the filled bottle to LaPorte. 
5. THANK YOU!! YOU HAVE BEEN A BLESSING AND 
HAVE HELPED SAVE THE LIVES OF UNBORN 
CHILDREN IN OUR COMMUNITY!! 
Questions see Chris Callahan or Cheryl Smith 

 
CELEBRATING GOD’S BLESSINGS TO US 

COMMUNION/CARING CUPBOARD OUTREACH 
  

Webster’s definition of communion is an act of sharing; 
community; participation.  Biblical definitions include 
fellowship with God, between Christ and his people, and 
by the spirit.  2 Corinthians 9:8 says, “And God is able to 
bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, 
having all that you need, you will abound in every good 
work.” 
  
The first Sunday of each month, we celebrate communion 
by the breaking of the bread and drinking from the cup in 
remembrance of our Lord and Savior.  Not all Christians 
or people have that opportunity.  Communion is an act of 
sharing. We are asking each person to bring a can or 
cans of food for our Caring Cupboard the first Sunday of 
the month – our communion Sundays.  Needed items 
include: canned chicken and tuna, oatmeal, pancake mix, 
syrup, bagged rice, canned fruit, and applesauce. 
  
Let us take this opportunity to share our love to those in 
need.  Let us take delight in the work given to us to do, no 
matter how small.  As Jesus shares his love towards us 
through the bread and the cup, let us share communion 
through our Caring Cupboard.  If you have any questions, 
contact Linda Gwinn or Cheryl Smith.  May all we do, 
bless others.  

 
CHANGE FOR CHANGE 

 Thank you so much for helping our 
children collect change for change 
each month. God bless your generous 

giving and those who are receiving.  At the January 7 
meeting, the Mission Committee/Team will select the 
groups to receive the 2019 Change for Change. 

 
ST. PAULY USED CLOTHING COLLECTION SHED 

FRIENDLY REMINDER 
Thanks to all of you who have been utilizing St. Pauly’s 
Shed.  The clothing collected will be sent to people all 
over the world.  It helps our environment by keeping the 
clothing out of our landfills and those in need.  It is for 
clothing, shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
pillowcases, drapes, and stuffed toys only. No rags, fabric 
scraps, pillows, toys, or household goods, please.  Many 
have donated, therefore there was a need.  Tax 
deductible sheets are located on the shed. Please put 
your donations in a bag and tie it.  That helps with the 
collection process. 
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CARING TREE 2018 

 THANK YOU for your loving and open hearts this 
Christmas season. THANK YOU for embracing the 
changes we made this year in the collection and not 
wrapping of the gifts. LaPorte shared Christmas with 15 
families/63 folks this year. The MOOR Room walls were 
exploding with gifts.  A testament to your generosity.  All 
of the families were invited to join us Sunday, December 
16 for the Children’s Program and a luncheon.  Warm 
hearts, lots of love, and full stomachs were taken home 
that afternoon. The Caring Tree families were also the 
recipients of Thanksgiving and Christmas food 
baskets. God’s many blessings to all of you and our 
“families.” 
 

2019 VIM TRIP 
March 31-April 13, 2019 will find the VOLUNTEERS IN 
MISSION Team in South Carolina. They will help the 
folks recover from recent hurricanes.  As of this printing, 
Charlie Weil, Harold Smith, Wes Eddy, and Cheryl Smith 
will be representing LaPorte. There is room for more 
servants.  If God has been speaking to you and nudging 
you to be His hands and feet, see Wes Eddy. 
 

FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT CONTINUES 
 Would you like to get to know fellow friends in 
Christ?  Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small 
groups of about 8 people for the purpose of getting to 
know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and 
of course, food at a host person’s home. These 
gatherings occur every other month.  All are welcome to 
become a part of this fellowship.  This is open to all – 
members and non-members of LaPorte, families (yes, 
your kids can join you if you wish), singles, couples. You 
do not even have to commit to hosting.  If you are 
interested in becoming a part of or have questions about 
this social ministry, contact Carl and Cheryl Smith (458-
8288). 
 
                THANK YOU FROM MISSIONS  
 Thank you so much for all your contributions, 
support, and prayers for the mission outreach work 
of LaPorte.  If you would like to help out with any of our 
activities/events/projects, be a servant on the Missions 
committee/team, or have any questions/suggestions 
about our servant community outreach, see Cheryl Smith 
(Chair).  Our next Missions Meeting will be Monday, 
January 7 at 7:00 pm. 
    

NEW YEAR 
NEW OUTREACH 

LOOK FOR WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING! 

Methodist Youth         
Fellowship 

 
 

Stacy Goetz                   youthdirector@laportechurch.org 

 
Your youth at LaPorte would like to thank you all for the 
love and support shown with our last two 
fundraisers.  With your sponsorship, we were able to 
raise enough funds to help us with the cost of our 
upcoming retreat. 
 

We are excited for the opportunity to grow in our faith as 
disciples of Jesus Christ. 
 

Keep your ears open, as we are working to bring you 
more praise and worship songs in the near future.  We 
are looking forward to another Youth Service or two, 
allowing our servant hearts to do just that. 
 

Many blessings to you all. We appreciate your support.  
 

Your youth! 
 
 

Sympathy 
 

Our Christian sympathy, prayers and love go out to the 
friends and family of the following: 
 

Joe Kraps, who was a member of LaPorte before taking 
up residence at Wesleyan Village.  Joe passed away on 
Saturday, November 17 at the age of 91. 
 

Roger Neumann, (Mark Vale’s brother) who passed 
away on November 28, 2018 at the age of 77.  Roger 
lived in California, and he was a well-known musician / 
composer in the jazz world.  
 

Glenn Dale Hovatter, (Alan Hovatter's father) of Carlisle 
Township, who passed away on November 4, 2018 at the 
age of 85. 
 

Human Relations Day 
Sunday, January 20, 2019 

 

The Human Relations Day offering supports 
neighborhood ministries through Community Developers, 
community advocacy in the United States and Puerto 
Rico through United Methodist Voluntary Services, and 
work with at-risk youth through the Youth Offender 
Rehabilitation Program. 
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MURDER MYSTERY THEATER  
RETURNS TO LAPORTE 

Save the Date!! 
Sunday, March 3, 2019 

  
Step back into the past to join the Mob 
sendoff for the late Vito “The Gut” 
Marzetti at the speakeasy “Ruby’s 
Place”.  There the grieving family is 
holding “services” for the Don.  They 

include Joey “The Lump” Marzetti, Frankie “Marbles” 
Marzetti, the proprietor of the club, Ruby “Fingers” 
Marzetti, and, of course, Lena, the “Gut’s” heartbroken 
widow.  It’s up to the audience to make like detectives to 
solve who murdered Vito (after his third helping of moo 
goo gai pan).  He wasn’t called “The Gut” for nothing.   
 

Feel free to dress with a nod to the days of speakeasies 
or certainly for a not so serious funeral.  FUNERAL FOR 
A GANGSTER by Eileen Moushey of Mysteries by 
Moushey, directed by Pat Price of Priceless Productions 
will be performed at LaPorte on the evening of Sunday, 
March 3.  Look for details on the meal, time, and ticket 
prices. If you would like to help in any way with this 
fabulous event – planning, preparation, evening help, etc. 
-, please contact Jan Heron or Cheryl Smith. All 
proceeds from the evening will go to LaPorte’s 
general fund.  

 
 
“Words that Heal” 
Rev. Susan Henry-Crowe 
Copied with permission from  
Church & Society / Faith in Action - UMC 
 

 

We often hear, “This is a deeply divided world.“ 
 
The world is full of anger. Abusive and violent behaviors 
are everywhere. Anxiety and fear abound. Loving and fun 
spaces are hard to come by. 
 
Everyday interactions easily devolve into the lowest 
common denominator of self-righteous behavior and even 
violence. 
 
In the midst of all of this, I find myself on a journey of 
discovery for a better way. 
 
A few weeks ago, I overheard a bit of a conversation 
between two young men. 
 

One was an active, good-looking cyclist wearing stylish 
gear on a cool bike. The other one was sporting a black t-
shirt which read, Sons of Liberty. He had vivid tattoos, 
muscular arms and a black helmet. They were cautiously 
discussing the #metoo movement. 
 
Each explained, in short, why he thought what he 
thought. It appeared that they came from very different 
cultures, political points of view and parts of the U.S. (my 
assumption) and held different perspectives. 
 
As they parted ways, the man with tattoos said, “Thanks 
for listening to me. I want to understand.” 
 
I was struck by the gentle, respectful, humble encounter 
in a very unsuspecting place. 
 
The Righteous Mind: Why Good People are Divided by 
Politics and Religion by Jonathan Haidt is an 
enlightening, albeit dense read. The evidence and insight 
he provides are helpful. He asserts that we are all “self-
righteous hypocrites.” Explaining why and how he makes 
the assertion, he cites two sources for spiritual teaching. 
 
From Matthew 7:3-5: 
Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s eye, but do 

not notice the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first 
take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see 

clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye. 
From an 8th Century Chinese Zen master: 

The Perfect Way is only difficult 
For those who pick and choose; 

Do not like, do not dislike; 
All will then be clear. 

Make a hairbreadth difference, 
and Heaven and Earth are set apart; 

If you want the truth to stand clear before you, 
Never be for or against. 

The struggle between “for” and “against” 
Is the mind’s worst disease. 

 
Haidt goes on to say that a world without moralism, 
gossip and judgment would decay into chaos, but we can 
step back and examine the game we’re playing. The 
game between for and against is a struggle that plays out 
in each of our righteous minds and among all of the 
righteous groups. 
 
I want to continue my journey of moving away from for 
and against. I want to live into more grace-filled and 
respectful interactions. And I pray that you’ll join me. 
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Dear Church Family, 
 

As Autumn comes to a close for another year and Winter 
brings her crisp, cool days with a beauty all her own, it's a 
great time for reflection on special events we have 
enjoyed and how we can apply the experiences to our 
own lives!!    
 
The Mouse is thinking about the concert of  
James Kilbane in early November and his music the 
following day that our congregation so enjoyed!!   One 
thought that he shared especially comes to mind, and I 
quote:  "We travel by gravel and grace!"  I take this to 
mean that even though we all go through tough times in 
life - God's Grace will not fail us and will see us through!  
What a wonderful thought to hold!!  Of course, the 
cookies and drinks after the concert were not bad either, 
as the Mouse can assure you!!  All in all, it was a 
wonderful gift from a gifted servant!!  Thanks for sharing 
with us James Kilbane!! 
 
The Christmas season has been celebrated and the New 
Year is upon us. The Church Mouse hopes that we will 
share the beauty, kindness and gentleness of the season 
all year. When we count our blessings may we share this 
spirit of love with others as He would have us do!!    As 
Pastor Luigi pointed out recently when he talked about 
"hope,” the Best is Yet to Come!!!! 
 
Happy Healthy and Blessed 2019 to all!!! 
From Your Little Buddy, the Church Mouse 
 
 
 

LaPorte UMC has a website, Facebook page,  
and YouTube channel! 

Check out our website at laportechurch.org and be sure 
to like us on Facebook (@laporteumc) to keep in touch 

with what the church is doing.  Subscribe to us on 
YouTube for sermons you’d like to hear. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Words of Gratitude 
 

From Carol Wilson 
Thank you LaPorte Methodist family.  Your prayers and 
cards meant so much as I have been recovering.   
 

From Nancy Reed 
To UMW – Thank you for the package you sent to Bill.  
Thank you Claudia Baker and everyone else for your 
visits, cards and prayers.  He really appreciates all of this.  
Love to you all.   
 

From Cross International 
Thank you for your recent gift to Cross International to 
help us meet the needs of the poor.  Your generosity and 
compassion have been an answer to our prayers as we 
continue to carry Christ’s love in word and deed to the 
needy around the world. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The 
 Church  
  Mouse 
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FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 
  

What is it? 
Fellowship for Eight is a gathering of small groups of no more than 8 people for the purpose of getting 
to know each other a little better through fellowship, fun, and of course, food at a host person’s home 
or chosen destination. All are welcome to become a part of this fellowship.  

Who? 
Each group of 8 will consist of people from our congregation plus, perhaps, friends or 
acquaintances.  These small groups can be a mixture of couples, singles and sometimes our children.  If 
you are currently unattached, think about inviting your best friend and know there will be other singles 
in the groups.  CONTINUING THIS YEAR – Invite a friend or couple with you to share in the 
fellowship.  They do not have to be a member of LaPorte. 

Where? 
These gatherings will be held in homes or destinations of people who volunteer to host a group. The 
locations and groups will vary each time.  Please consider being a host by marking the information 
sheet below. 

When? 
Dates have been picked to allow for gatherings 6 times a year, every other month – February 23, April 
20, June 22, August 24, October 19 and December 1.  The dates are preset (and are subject to change) 
so you know well in advance. Use your imagination (host) to plan a luncheon, brunch, bonfire, 
afternoon card party, potluck meal, a dinner, a picnic, or something else you want to do.  Five times 
this year, the groups will meet in a home or at a destination.  In December, we will all meet at the 
church to have a Christmas potluck and fellowship. 

Cost? 
There is no fee. One cost would be a willingness to move out of your comfort zone and get to know 
more about people you see or greet briefly on Sunday, serve with on a church committee, or have 
volunteered with when working on a church activity. 

Questions??  
Contact Cheryl and Carl Smith (458-8288) 

 
FELLOWSHIP FOR EIGHT 
Participant Information 

  
Last Name(s) ________________________________________________ 
  
First Name(s) ________________________________________________ 
  
Email Address________________________________________________ 
  
Home/Cell Phone Number______________________________________ 
  
Street Address________________________________________________ 
  
City________________________________   Zip Code________________ 
  
Are you willing to be a Host?   Yes ___________   No _____________ 
  
Any special months? _______________________________________ 
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Staff: 

Pastor:  Luigi Perez 

Secretary:  Linda Gwinn 

Youth Director:  Stacy Goetz 

Choir Director:  Anjanette Hignett 

Organist:  Marilyn Irwin 

Custodian:  Donna Smith 
 

“So then, if anyone is in Christ, 
that person is part of the new 
creation. The old things have 
gone away, and look, new 
things have arrived!” 2 Cor. 5:17 CEB 
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