
Dear Friends and Family of LaPorte UMC, 

Laporte UMC will resume in-person worship services on Sunday, March 7 2021. There will be things we 

will learn as we go and have to adjust and manipulate to make our services as safe and secure for all 

individuals as possible. I thank you up front for following the protocols so we may continue to remain 

open. Please read and follow the protocols provide below. A more extensive explanation of these can be 

obtain from our church office. 

• In warm weather the main doors will be open to limit the touching of handles by multiple people. 

For services in cold weather the doors will be closed and opened for you as you approach. As 

you approach the red doors be mindful of the red taping on the concrete and we ask that you 

distance yourself accordingly. 

• Mask are to be worn by all person at all times while inside the church unless you are actively 

speaking as part of the service (Liturgist, Pastor etc.) If you need one it can be provided. 

• Ushers will greet you at the door and will provide a bulletin while leading you to your seat. 

• Seating will be from the front of the church to the back. We realize you have favorite seats but 

ask you to remember that we are attempting to not have people crossing paths with others. 

• At the end of the service please wait in your seat as the ushers begin to release people from the 

back of the church to the front. 

• You will be seated with the people that arrive in vehicles together (family groups being seated 

together). Pews have been taped to provide maximum seating while following social distancing 

guidelines. 

• As you enter the sanctuary there will be offering plates for you to place your tithes and offerings. 

They will be collected and replaced for your convenience in case you forgot to contribute on 

your way in and want to do so as your leave. 

• Three persons in bathroom at all times. Bathroom doors will remain open to minimize touching 

of surfaces. Please use paper towels and not the air dryers. 

• The first Sunday of each month we will celebrate Holy Communion. you will be given a sealed 

portion of elements by an usher when you enter the church, or they will be on a table as you enter 

the sanctuary. 

• Hymnals and Bible have been returned to the pews for your use. No pens/paper will be placed in 

the pew holders. If you have a prayer request please inform an usher or call the office during the 

week. Hymns, responsive readings and scriptures will be projected on the screen.  

• Six sanitizing stations have been installed: two in the Narthex, one in the entry area, one across 

from bathrooms, one at the entrance of the 1990 addition, one in the fellowship hall. There will 

be sanitizing bottles on the sanctuary windowsills. Please wash hands and sanitize often to 

prevent contamination. 

I know many are excited to return to the church while others remain apprehensive. As we worship in 

person and online, let us remember our purpose is to worship God. I invite you to you to chose what is 

good for you and your family and to respect each other’s choices. We must remember to look towards 

God for our guidance and help. “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will guide 

you with my eye.” Psalm 32:8 Let us be guided by God and not our own desires, may his plans be bigger 

than ours!  

Blessings, 

Pastor William 


